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The bftTOnial pt^prieton in the Sundeek distridfc are Murdtm 
Bing, of Dhurawun, with a rent roll of 68,000; Ghingft Buksh, 
i>f Atwa, with one of 25,000 ; Ohundeeka Buksh, of Birvvv^ i'with 
one of 25,000; and Somere Sing> of Bodamow, with one e£ 
^,000. This is the rent roll dedared and entered in the aoi^ 
counts; but it is much below the real one. The goyemment 
officers are a&aid to measure their lands, or to make any en- 
quiries on the estates into their yalue> lest they should turn Job- 
bers and plunder the country, as they are always prepared to 
do. They have always a number of armed and braye retainers^ 
ready to support them in any enterprise, and con always add 
to their number on emergency. There is neyer any want of 
loose characters ready to fight for the sake of plunder alone. A 
Tallookdar, howeyer, when opposed to his goyemm(ant> does not 
yenture to attack another Tallookdar or his tenants* He stands 
too much in need of his aid, or at least of his neutrality and 
forbearance. 

Janmofy 18, 1850,.— Halted at Sundeela. To the north of the 
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town tliere is a large uncultivated plain of 09ur land, that wou 

answer for cantonments ; but the water lies, for some time aft< 

rain, in many places. The drainage is defective, but might be mac 

good towards a rivulet to the north and west. There is anoth< 

open plain to the west of the town, between the suburbs and tl 

email T21age of Ausoo Serae, where the Trigonometrical Surv€ 

lias one of its towers. It is about a mile from east to wes 

and more *from north to south, and well ttdapted for the loci 

tion of troops and civil establishments. The climate is said 1 

be very good. The town is large .and still populous, but tl 

best families seem to be going to decay, or leaving the plao 

There are a good many educated persons from Sundeela in ou 

«ivi] establishments who used to leave their families here; bu 

life and property have become so very insecure, that they noi 

always take them with them to the districts in which they ai 

•mnployed, or send them to others. There are many good house 

of burnt brick and cement, but they are going fast to deca^ 

and are all surrounded by numerous mud-houses without covei 

ings, or with coverings of the same material, which are hiddej 

from view by low parapets. Ql^se houses have a wretched ap 

pearanoe. 

The Amil has twelve guns with him; but the bullooks are a] 
80 much out of condition from want of food, that they cai 
acaredty walk; and the Amil was obliged to lure a few plougl 
bttllo<dB8,ifrom the cultivators, to draw out two guns to my cam] 
to fire the salute. They get no grain, and there is little or nc 
grass xanyidifire on the fiillow and waste lands, from the want oi 
rain -during. Jane, July and August. The Amil told me, that he 
bad no stores lor ammunition for the guns ; and that their car- 
riages were lall gone, or going, to pieces, and had received no 
repairs whatever for the last twelve years. I had, in the even- 
ingy aivisit from Bajah Murdun Sing, of Dharawun; a stout and 
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fat man, who bears a. fair character. He is of the Tilokchundee 

Bys clan, who cannot intermarry with each other, as they are all 

t>f the same gote or fiunily. It would, according to their notions, 

he incestuous. 

January 19, 1850 — Hutteeah Humia, thirteen miles. The plain 

level as usual, and of the loose doomuteea soil, fertile in natural 

powers every where, and well tilled around the villages, which 

«re more numerous than in any other part that we have passed 

-over. The water is every where near the surface, and wells are 

made at Httle cost. A well is dug at a cost of from five to 

ten rupees; and in the muteear, or argillareous soil, will last for 

irrigation for forty years. To line it with burnt bricks without 

cement will cost &om one to two hundred rupees; and to add 

cement will cost a hundred more. Such lining is necessary in 

light soil, and st^ more so in sandy or hhoor. They frequently 

line their wells at little cost with long thick cables, made of 

straw and twigs, and twisted round the surface inside. The 

fields are every where irrigated from wells or pools, and near 

Tillages well manured; and the wheat and other spring crops are 

excellent. They have been greatly benefitted by the late rains, 

and in no case injured. The ground all the way covered with 

white hoar frost, and the dews heavy in a cloudless sky. Finer 

weather I have never known in any quarter of the worid. 

This place is held sacred from a tradition, that Bam, after his 

expedition against Cylone, came here to bathe in a small tankf 

near our present camp, in order to wash away] the sin of having 

killed a Brahmin, in the person of Eawun, the monster king of 

that island, who had taken away his wife, Seeta. Till he had 

done so he could not venture to revisit his capital, Ajoodheea. 

There are many legends regarding the origin of the sanctity of 

this and the many other places around, which pilgrims must 

visit to complete the pykurma, or holy circuit. The most popular 

>2 
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seems to be thi$. Twenty-eight thousaad sages, of great sanctity, 
were deputed, with the god Indur at their head, on a mission to 
present an address to Brimha, as he reposed upon the moun- 
tain Kylas, praying, that he would vouchsafe to point out 
to them the place in Hindoostan most worthy to be conse- 
crated to religious worship. He took a discus from the top knot 
on his head ; and, whirling it in the air, directed it to proceed 
in search. A&^v much search it rested at a place near the river 
Ooomtee, which it deemed to be most fitted for the purification 
of one's faith, and which thenceforth took the name of Neem 
Sarung, a place of devotion. The twenty-eight thousand sages fol- 
lowed, and were accompanied by Brimha himself, attended by the 
DeotaSy or subordinate gods. He then summoned to the place 
no less than three croreg and hay\ or thirty millions and half of 
teeruts^ or angels, who preside each over his special place of re- 
ligious worship. All settled down at places within ten miles of 
the central point, Neem Sarung; but their departure does not 
fieem to have impaired the sanctity of the places whence they 
came. The angels, or spirits, who presided over them sent out 
these off-shoots to preside at Neemsar and the consecrated places 
around it, as trees send off their grafts without impairing their own 
powers and virtues. 

Misrik, a few miles from, this, and one of the places thus 
consecarated, is celebrated as the residence of a very holy sage, 
named Dudeej. In a great battle between the Deotas and the 
Giants, the Deotas were defeated. They went to implore the aid 
of the drowsy god, Brimha, upon his snowy mountain top. He 
told them to go to Misrik and arm themselves with the hones of 
the old sage, Dudeej. They found Dudeej alive and in excellent 
health; but they thought it their duty to explain to him their 
orders. He told them, that he should be very proud, indeed, to 
liaye bia bou^s used as arms in so holy a cause; but he had, 



DIAHY OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDE. 5 

unfortunatelly, vowed te bathe at all the sacred shrines in India 
t)efoTe he died, and must perform his vow. QiieTOusly perplexed, 
the Beotas all went and suhmitted their case to their leader, the 
^;od Indmr. Indnr consulted his chaplain, Brisput, who told 
him, that there was really no difficulty whatever m the case — 
that the angels of all the wholly shrines in India had been es- 
tablished at aad around Neemsar by Brimha himself; and the 
Peotas had only to take water &om all the sacred places over 
whidi they presided, and pour it OY^r the old ngo, to get both 
him and themselves out of the dilemma. They did so, and the 
old sage, expressing himself satisfied, gave up his life. In what 
mode it was taken no one «an teU me. The Deotas armed them- 
iselves with his bones, attacked the Giants forthwith, and gained 
an easy and complete victory. The wisdom of the orders of 
^Irowsy old Brimha^ in this case, is as little questioned by the 
Hindoos of the present day, as that of the orders of drunken 
old Jupiter was in the case of Troj^ by the ancient Greeks and 
Homans. Millicms, '* wise in their generation,*' have spent their 
lives in the reverence of both. 

There is hardly any sin that the waters of these dirty little 
ponds are not supposed to be capable of washing away; and, 
over and above this, they are supposed to improve all the good, 
and reduce to order all the bad passions and emotions of those 
who bathe in them, by propitiating the aid of the deitji and 
those who have influence over him. 

A good deal of the land, distant from villages, liea waste, 
though capable of good tillage; and &om the all-pervading cause, 
the want of confidence in the government and its officers, and 
of any feeling of security to life, property and industry. Should 
this cause be removed, the whole surface of the country would 
become the beautiful garden, which the parts well cultivated and 
peopled now are. It is all well studded with fine trees— single 
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and ia clusters and grove. The soil is good — the water near the 
surface, and to be obtained in any abundance at little outlay — 
and the peasantry are industrious, brave and robust. Nothing w 
wanted but good and efficient government, which might be easily 
secured. I found many Kimojee Brahmins in the villages along 
the road, who tilled their own fields without the aid of plough- 
men; and they told me, that when they had no longer the 
means to hire ploughmen, they were permitted to hold their own 
ploughs — ^that is, they were not excommunicated for doing so. 

In passing along with wheat fields close by on our left, while 
the sun is a little above the horizon on the right, we see a 
glory round the shadows of our heads as they extend into the 
fields. All see these glories around their own heads, but cannot 
see them around those of their neighbours. They stretch out 
from the head and shoulders, with gradually diminished splendour 
to some short distance. This beauti^ and interesting appearance 
arises from the leaves and stalks of the wheat being thickly be- 
spangled with dew. The observer's head being in the direct rays 
of the Sim, as they pass over him to that of his shadow in the 
field, he carries the glory with him. Those before and behind him 
see the same glory around the shadows of their own heads, but 
cannot see it round that of the head of any other person before 
4»r behind ; because he is on one or other side of the direct rays 
which pass over them. It is best seen when the sky is most 
clear, and the dew most heavy. It is not seen over bushy crops 
such as the arahur, nor on the grass plains. 

January 20, 1850.i — Beneegunge, eight miles, over a slightly 
undulating plain of light, sandy soil, scantily cultivated, but weU 
studded with fine trees of the best kind. Kear villages, where 
the land is well watered and manured, the crops are fine and 
well varied. All the pools are full from the late rain, and they 
are numerous and sufficient to water the whole surface of the 



JUIARY OF A TOUR THROUGH DUDE. 7 

eountiy, ivoth a moderate fall of rain in December or January. 
If th^ are not available, the wat^ is always very near the 
mLtSaee, and wMb can be made for irrigation at a amail cost. 
The many riv«« and riynlets, which enter Oude from the Himmar 
fleh chain and Tarae forest, and flow gently through the coun- 
Jtry towards 1^ ishanges, without cutting very deeply into the 
•aoil, aiwaya keep the water neap the surface, and available in a^ 
^uarteis and in any quantity for purposes of irrigation^ New 
was country mere &vored by nature, or more ansceptible of in^ 
provement nnder judicious management;. Th^re is really hardly ap 
«cre of land that is not capaUe of good culture, or that need 
ibe left waste, except for the sites of towns and viUages, and 
fMrnda for irrigation, or that would be left waste under gooi, 
government. The people understand tillage weH, and are indua^ 
trious and robust — capable of any exertion under protection and 
due -encouragement. 

The government has all the revenues to itself, having no pu1>- 
lic debt, nsA paying no tribute to any one, while the country 
receives from the British Government alone fifty lakhs, or half 
a million a year ; first, in the incomes of guaranteed pensioners, 
whose stipends are the interest ai loans received by our Qovem- 
ment at difier^it times from the oovereigns of Oude, as a pn>- 
Tision for their relatives and dependants in perpetuity^ and as 
endowments for their mausoleums and mosques, and other religi- 
ous and eleemosynary establishments; second, in the interest paid 
for Gh>vmmient securities held by people residing in Oude; third, 
in the payment of pensions to the families of men who have 
been killed in our service; and to invalid native officers and si- 
pahees of our army residing there ; fourth, in the savings of others 
who still serve in our army, while their families reside in Oude; 
and those of the native officers of our civil establishments, whose 
&milies remain at their homes in Oude; fifth, in the interest o;i 
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« large amount of our Gbvermnent securities held bj people at 
LacknoWy who draw the interest not firom the Besident's Trea- 
fluxy, but from the General Treasury in Calcutta, or the Treasu- 
ries of our bordering districts, in order to conceal their wealth 
irom the king and his officers. Over and above all this our 
Government has to send into Oude, to be expended there, the 
pay of five regiments of infantry, and a company of artillery, 
which amounts to some six or seven lakhs more. Oude has so many 
places of pilgrimage, that it receives more in the purchase of 
the food and other necessaries required by the pilgrims, during 
their transit and residence, than it sends out with pilgrims who 
visit shrines and holy places in other countries. It requires little 
from, other countries, but a few luxuries for the rich in shawls 
ftosaa Kashmere and the Punjab, silks, satios, broad cloth, mus- 
lins, guns, watches, &c. ^. fix>m England. 

A great portion of the salt and saltpetre required is raised 
within Oude; and so is all the agricultm-al produce, except in 
seasons of draught; and the arms required for the troops are 
manufactured in Oude, with the exception of some few cannon 
and shells, and the musquets and bayonets for the few disci- 
plined regiments. The royal fisunily and some of the Mahomme* 
dan gentlemen at Lucknow send money occasionally to the shrines 
of Mecca, Medina, Kurbala and Nujuf Ashruf, in Turkish Arabia; 
and some Hindoos send some to Benares and other places of 
worship, to be distributed in charity, or laid out in useful works 
in their name.* Some few Hindoo and Mahommedan gentlemen, 
when they have lost their places and favor at the Oude Court, 

* Some of the large pensbna enjoyed by the reUtiTes and dependanti of 
Ibnner aovereigiis, under the goanntee of our GoTemment, go in perpetuity to 
the shrines in X>nlu>h Arabia, in de&ult of both iri// and htir. When Gha- 
see-od-deen snqpaeded his fiither on the mnsnud in 1814, contrary to his ex- 
peetation and to his other's wish, he gave the minister abont fifty lakhs of 
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go and Teslde at Cawnpoor, and some few other places in th(9 
British territory for greater security; but, generally, it may be 
said, that, in spite of all disadvantages, mahonunedan gentlemen 
fix>m Oude, in whatever -eovntry they may serve, like to leave 
their families in Oude, and to return and spend what they ao- 
^uire among them. They find better society there than in our 
own territories, or societies more to their tastes — better meanus 
for educating their sons — ^more splendid processions, festivals and 
other inviting sights, in which they and their fEunilies can par£i* 
oipate without cost — ^more consideration for rank and learning, 
and more attractive places for worship and religious observances. 
The little town of Elaroree, about ten or twelve miles fiom 
liucknow, has, I believe, more educated men, filling high and 
lucrative offices in our civil establishments, than any other town 
in India, except Calcutta. They owe the greater security, which 
they there enjoy, compared with other small towns in Oude, 
chiefly to the respect in which they are known to be held bj 
the British Government and its officers; and to the influence of 
their friends and relatives, who hold office about the Court of 
liucknow. 

January 21, 1849.— Sakin, ten miles north west. The coun- 
try well studded with fine trees, and pretty well cultivated; but 
the soil is light from a superabundance of sand; and the crops 
are chiefly autumn, except in the immediate vicinity of villages, 
and cut in December. The surface, on which they stood this 
season, appears to be waste, except where the stalks of the 
jowar and bajara are left standing for sale and use, as fodder 
for cattle. These stalks are called kurbee, and form good fodder 

npeet to be expended in charity at those shrines, and in canuls, saraees, and 
other worics of ntility. Letters, full of expressions of gratitude and descriptiona 
of these useful works, were often shown to him; but the minister, Aga Meer, 
ia said to have kept the whole fifty lakha to himself, and got all theitt kttera 
written by hia private secretaries. 

B 
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In the oTening some cultivators came to complain, that thej 
had been robbed of all their bhoosa (chaff) by a sipahee from 
my camp. I found, on enquiry, that the sipahee belonged to 
Captain Hearsey's five companies of Frontier Police — ^that these 
companies had sixteen four-bullock hackeries attached to them for 
the carriage of their tents and luggage ; and that these hack&- 
jriea had gone to the village, and taken all that the complain- 
luits had laid up for their own cattle for the season — that such 
hackeries formerly received twenty-seven rupees eight annas a 
month each, and their owners were expected to purchase their 
own fodder; but that this allowance had, for some years, been 
^t down to fourteen rupees a month, and they told to help 
themselves to fodder wherever they could find it — that all the 
hackeries hired by the king and his local officers, for the use of 
troops, establishments, &q, &c. had been reduced, at the same 
rate, from twenty-seven eight annas a month to fourteen, and 
their owners received the same order. All villages, near the roads, 
along which the troops and establishments move, are plundered 
of their bhoosa, and all those within ten miles of the place^ 
where they may be detained for a week or fortnight, are plun- 
dered in the same way. 

The Telinga corps and Frontier Police are alone provided with 
tcoits .and hackeries by government. The Nujeeb corps are pro- 
yided with neither. The Oude government formerly allowed, for 
each £?ur-bullock hackery, thirty rupees a month, from which two 
rupees and half were deducted for the perquisites of office. The 
owners of the hackeries were expected to purchase bhoosa and 
otiier fodder for their bullocks at the market price; but they 
took, what they required, without payment, in collusion toith the 
officers iinder whom they were employed, or in spite of them; 
and the Oude government, in 1845, cut the allowance down to 
aeventeea rupees and half; out of which three rupees and half 
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mfe cat for perquiaites, leaving fourteen rupees for the hackeries; 
^md their owners and drivers have the tree privilege of helping 
themselves to bhoosa and other fodder wherever they can find 
them. Some fifbj or sixty of these hackeries were formerly 
jdlowed fer each Telinga corps with guns — ^now only twenty-two are 
allowed; and when they move they must, like Nujeeb corps, seize 
what more they require. They are allowed to charge nothing for 
"their extra carriage, and, therefore, pay nothing! 

January 22, 1849. — ^Tondeeawun, eight miles west. The coun- 
try level, and something between doomuteen and muteear, very 
^ood, and in parts well cultivated, particularly in the vicinity of 
Tillages; but a large portion of the surface is covered with 
jungle, useful only to robbers and refractory landholders, who 
abound in the pergunnah of Bangur. In this respect it is re- 
puted one of the worst districts in Oude. Within the last few 
years, the king's troops have been frequently beaten and driven 
^mt with loss, even when commanded by an European o£Scer. 
The landholders and armed peasantry of the different villages 
unite their quotas of auxiliaries, and concentrate upon them on 
B concerted signal, when they are in pursuit of robbers and 
rebels. Almost every able bodied man of etery village in Ban* 
gur is trained to the use of arms of one kind or another, and 
none of the king's troops, save those who are disciplined and 
loommanded by European officers, will venture to move against a 
landholder of this district; and when the local authorities cannot 
pbtain the aid of such troops, they are obliged to conciliate the 
most powerful and unscrupulous by reductions in the assessment 
of the lands, or additions to their nankar. 

To illustrate the spirit and system of union among the chief 
landholders of the Bangur district, I may here mention a few 
Acts within my own knowledge, and of recent date. Bhugwunt 
Singh, who held the estate of Etwa Peepureea^ had been for 
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some time in rebellion against his sovereign; and he had com- 
mitted many murders and robberies, and lifted many herds of 
cattle within our bordering district of Shajehanpoor ; and he had 
given shelter, on his own estate, to a good many atrocious cri- 
minals, from that and others of our bordering district. He had, 
too, aided and screened many gangs of Budhuks, or dacoits by 
hereditary profession. The Besident, Colonel Low, in 1841, di- 
rected every possible effort to be made for the arrest of this 
formidable offender; and Captain HoUings, the 2nd in command 
of the 2nd battalion of Oude local infantry, sent intelligencers to 
trace him. 

They ascertained that he had, with a few followers, taken up 
a position two hundred yards to the north of the village of 
Ahroree, in a jungle of palas trees and brushwood in the Ban- 
gor district, about twenty-eight miles to the south-west of Seeta- 
poor, where that battalion was cantoned, and about fourteen miles 
west firom Neemkar. Captain HoUings made his arrangeihentfl to 
surprise this party; and on the evening of the drd of July, 
1841, he marched firom Neemkar at the head of thr^ compa- 
nies of that battalion, and a little before midnight he came 
within three quarters of a mile of the rebel's post. After halt- 
ing his party for a short time, to enable the officers and sipa- 
hees to throw off all superfluous clothing and utensils, Captain 
HoUings moved on to the attack. When the advanced guard 
reached the outskirts of the robber's position about midnight, they 
were first chaUenged, and then fired upon by the sentries. The 
■ubadar, in command of this advance guard, feU dead, and a 
non-commissioned officer and a sipahee severely wounded. 

The whole party now fired in upon the gang and rushed on. 
One of the robbers was shot, and the rest aU escaped out on 
the opposite side of the jungle. The sipahees beUeving, since the 
■urprise had been completOi that the robbers must have left all 
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their wealtii behind them, dispersed, as soon as the firing ceased 
and the robbers disappeared, to get every wan as much as he 
could. While thus engaged they were surrounded by the Gohar, 
^orbody of auxiliaries which these landholders send to each other's 
aid on the concerted signal) and fired in upon from the fronts 
and both right and left flanks. Taken by surprise they collected 
together in disorder, while the assailants from the firont and sidea 
continued to pour in their fire upon them ; and they were -oblige 
«d te retire in haste and confusion, closely followed by the anzi« 
lianes, who gained confidence, and pressed closer as their number 
increased by the quotas they received &om the villages the de- 
tachment had to pass in their retreat. 

All efforts, on the part of Captain HoUings, to preserve order 
3n the ranks, were vain. His men returned the fire of their 
I>ur8uer8y but without aim or effect. At the head of the auzili»> 
nea were Punchum Sing, of Ahroree, and Mirza Akbar Beg, of 
Deureea; and they were fast closing in upon the party^ and 
might have destroyed it, when Qirwur Sing, tomandar, oame up 
with a detachment of the Special Police of the Thuggee and Di^ 
coitee department. At this time the three companies were alto- 
gether disorganized and disheart^aed, as the firing and pursuit 
bad lasted firom midnight to day-break; but on seeing the Spe* 
eial Police come up and join with spirit in the defence, they 
rallied, and the assailants, thinking the reinforcement more for- 
midable than it really was, lost confidence and held back. Cap- 
tain HoUings mounted the fresh horse of the tomandar, and led 
his detadmient without further loss or molestation, back to Neem- 
kar. His loss had been one subadar, one havildar and three si* 
pahees killed; one subadar, two havildars, one naek and fourteen 
aipahees wounded and missing. Captain Hollings' groom was shot 
dead, and one of his palankeen bearers was wounded. His horse, 
palankeen, desk, clothes, and all the superfluous clothing and 
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utensils, which the aipahees had thrown off, preparatory to 
;)ttar>k, fell into the hands of the assailants. Attempts were m 
to take up and carry off the killed and wounded ; but the 
tachment was so sorely pressed that they were obliged to le 
both on the ground. The loss would have been much grea 
than it was, but for the darkness of the night, which preren 
the assailants from taking good aim ; and the detachment woi 
in all probability, have been cut to pieces, but for the tin 
arrival of the Special Police under Girwur Sing. Such atta 
are usually made upon robber bands about the first dawn of d 
and this attack at midnight was a great error. Had they : 
been assailed by the auxiliaries, they could not, in the darkn< 
have secured one of the gang. It was known, that at the f 
frfaot from either the assailing or defending party in that < 
trict, all the villages around concentrate their quotas upon 
spot, to fight to the death against the king's troops, whate 
might be their object; and the detachment ought to have b< 
prepared for such concentration when the firing began, and 
tnmed as quickly as possible from the place when they saw t 
by staying they could not succeed in the object. 

Four months after, in November, Punchum Sing, of Ahroi 
himself cut off the head of the robber, Bhugwiint Sing, with ! 
own hand, and sent it to the governor, Furreed-od Been, with 
apology lor having, hy mistakey attacked Captain Holling8*8 
tachmenr. The governor sent the head to the king, with a 
port stating, that he had, at the peril of his life, and after : 
mense toil, hunted down and destroyed this formidable reb 
and His Majesty, as a reward for his valuable services, confen 
npon Furreed-od Been a title and a first-rate dress of hoc 
Soon after, in the same month of July, 1841, His Majesty i 
idng of Oude*B second regiment of infantry, under the comma 
of a very gallant offioor. Captain W. D. Banbury, was encamj 
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«'^*ar the vUiage of Bulagraon, wlien information was brought that 
n rtain convicts, who had escaped from the jail at Bareilly, had 
taken refuge in the village of Parakurown, about fifty miles to 
the north-west of his camp. Captain Btuibury immediately de- 
tached three companies, with two six-pounders, under his brother, 
J^ieutenant A. C. Bunbury, to arrest them. After baLting for a 
«hort time at Gopamow, to allow his men to take breath, 
Lieutenant Bunbur}' pushed on, and reached the place a little 
before the dawn of day. He demanded the surrender of the out- 
laws from the chief of the village, named Ajrael Sing, a noto- 
rious bad character, who insolently refuse^ to give them up. A 
figlit commenced, in which one of the convicts, and some others, 
were killed; but at last Lieutenant Bunbury succeeded in secur- 
ing Arjael Sing himseli^ with some few of liis followers, and the 
outlaws. 

Hearing the firing of the field pieces, the surrounding villages 
concentrated their quotas of auxiliaries upon the place, and at- 
tacked Lieutenant Bunbury's detachment on all sides. He had 
taken possession of the village ; but, finding it untenable against 
80 large and increasing a body of assailants, he commenced his 
retreat. He had scarcely reached the outskirts when he found 
kimaelf surrounded by overwhelming numbers of these auxiliaries, 
through whom he was obliged to fight his way for a distance 
of fourteen miles to Pahanee. The armed peasantry of every 
village, on the right and left of the road, as they passed, turn- 
ed out and joined the pursuers in their attempt to rescue his 
prisoners. Lieutenant Bunbury's conduct of this retreat was most 
gallant and judicious; and his men behaved admirably. When 
the assailants appeared likely to overwhelm him, he abandoned 
one of his two guns, and hastened on, leaving three men lying 
under them apparently wounded, and unable to move. On this 
they pressed on, sword in hand, to despatch the wounded men, 
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and seize the gxuis. When the assailants were within thirty or 
forty yards of the gun, they started up, and poured in upon 
the dense crowd a discharge of grape with deadly effect. A 
party then doubled back from the main body of the detachment, 
protected the artillery men in limbering up the gun, and es- 
r<n*iing it to the main body, which again resumed its march. 
This experiment was repeated several times with success as they 
passed other villages, from which further auxiliaries poured out, 
till they approached Pahanee, where they found support. In this 
retreat Lieutenant Bunbury lost sixty men out of his three 
companies, or about one-third of his number; but he retained 
all his prisoners. Ajrael Sing soon after died of the wounds he 
had received in defending the convicts in his village ; and the 
rest of the prisoners were all sent to the Oude Durbar. Lieute- 
nant Bunbury is now in the Hon'ble Company's Service, and in 
the 34th Segiment of Bengal Native Lufantry. 

On the 23rd of January, 1849, Captain Hearsey, of the Oude 
^Frontier Police, sent his subadar-major, Eamzan Khan, with a 
party of one hundred and fifty men of that police, to arrest a 
notorious robber, Mendaa Sing, and other outlaws, from the Sha- 
jehanpoor district, who had found an asylum in the village of 
Sahurwa, in the Mahomdee district, whence they carried on their 
depredations, upon our villages, across the border. The party 
reached Sahurwa the next morning, a little before sunrise. The 
fiubadar-major^ having posted his men so as to prevent the escape 
of the outlaws, demanded their surrender from the village autho- 
rities. They were answered by a volley of matchlock balls; and, 
finding the village too strong to be taken by his small detach- 
ment without guns, he withdrew to a more sheltered position to 
the westward, and detached a havildar, with fifty men, to take 
possession of a large gateway to the south of the village. Dur- 
ing this movement the villagers continued to fire upon them- 
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*nd the quotas of auxiliaries, from the surrounding villages, roused 
hj the firing, eame rushing on from all quarters. Seeing no 
•chance of being able either to take the village, or to maintain 
liis positioil' against such numbers, the subadar-major drew off his 
<letachment, and proceeded for support to Pahanee, a distance of 
twelve miles. He reached that place, pursued by the auxiliaries, 
and with the less of one havildar and one sipahee killed, and 
three sipahees very severely wounded. There are numerous in- 
stances of this sort in which the king's troops have been attack- 
ed and beaten back, and their prisoners rescued by the land- 
holders of Bangur, and the adjoining districts of Mahomdee and 
ISandee Pdee. They are never punished for tloing so, as the 
ling is too weak, and the aid of the British troops, for the 
purpose, has seldom been given. 

It would be of advantage to remove the regiment of Oude 
Jocal infantry from Seetapoor to Tundeeawun, where its presence 
and services are much more required. The climate is as good, 
and aU that native soldiers require for food and clothing are 
cheaper. The drainage is good; and to the east of the town 
there is one of the finest plains for a cantonment that I have 
ever seen. There are but few wells, but new ones can be made 
at a trifling cost; and the Oude government v^ould willingly 
incur the outlay required for these and for all the public build- 
ings required for the new cantonments, to secure the advantage 
of such a change. The cost of the public buildings would be 
only 12,000 rupees; and the same sum would have to be given 
in compensation for private buildings— total 24,000. The refifac- 
tory landholders would soon be reduced to order, and prevented 
from any longer making their villages dens of robbers as they 
now do ; and the jungles around would all soon disappear. These 
jungles are not thick, or unhealthy, consisting of the small dhak 

or palas tree, with little or no under wood; and the mirface 
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tlu»v now occupy would soon be covered with tine spring crops, 
and studded with happy village commnnitiei*, were people en- 
«-'Mipaged, by an assurance of protection, to settle upon it, and 
•pply tlieir capital and labour to its cultivation. The soil is 
rvt^n- where of the finest quality, the drainage is good, and there 
aD& no jhcels. There are a few ponds, jrielding the water requir- 
ed for the irrigation of the ^ring crops, during their progreas to 
maturity, from November to March. They are said all to become 
dry in fte hot season. It is, I think, capable of being made 
the finest part of this fine country of Oude. 'T^ 

It was in contemplation to make the road firom Lucknow to 
Shajebanpoor and BareiUy pass through this place, Tundeeswun, 
by which some thirty miles of distance would be saved, and a 
good many small rivers and vratercourses avoided. Why this 
design was given up I know not; but I believe the only ob- 
jection was the greater insecurity of this line firom the bad cha- 
racter of the great landholders of the Bangur and Sandee Palee 
districts; and the greater number of thieves and robbers who, 
in consequence, reside in them. There has been but little out- 
lay in works of any kind in the old line through Seetapoor; 
and when measures have been taken to render this line more 
secure, a good road will, I hope, be made through Tondeeawun. 
It was once a populous place, but has been falling off. for many 
years, as the disorders in the district have increased. The Nasim 
resides here. The last Nazim, Hoseyn Allee, who was removed 
to Khyrabad, at the end of last year, is said to have given sn 
increase of nankar to the refiractory landholders of this diatrict* 
during that year, to the extent of forty thousand rupees fr J^^Bt^ 
to induce them to pay the government demand, and denat finom 
plunder. By this means he secured a good reputation at Court, 
and the charge of a more profitable and less troublesome dia- 
^trict; and left tl'^ ^^if^^ilt task of resuiping this lavish increase % 
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rtf the nankar U} his successor, Seonatli, the son of Dilla Kam, 
who held the contract of the district for some twenty years up 
to the time of his death, which took pkce last yea& Seonath 
is a highly respectahle and amiable man; bat he is very delicate 
in health, and, in consequence, deficient in the vigonr and energy 
required to manage so turbulent a district. He has, however, a 
deputy in Kidder Nath, a relative, who has afi the ability, vigour 
and eofftgj required, if well supported and enooniaged by the 
Oude Ihirbar. He was deputy under I^lla Bam, for many years, 
»nd the same under Hoseyn Allee, last year. He is a man of 
great intelligence and experience; and one of the best officers 6f 
the Oude goyemment that I have yet seen. 

There are two kinds of recognised perquisites, which landfaold*> 
«T8 enjoy in Oude, and in most other parts of India. l!he fMmk&r 
and the 9eer land. The nankar is a portion of the recognised 
rent roU acknowledged by the ruler to be due to the land*' 
lK>lder for the risk, cost and trouble of xaaDagement ; and for kui 
perquisite as hereditary proprietor of the soil, when the maaage>- 
ment is confided to another. It may be ten, twenty, or one 
iiundred per cent upon the rent roU of the estate, which is re- 
<H)gaised m the public accounts, as the hold^ happens to be an 
object of fear or of favor, or otherwise ; and the real rent roll may 
}se more or less than that which is recognised in the public 
accounts. The actual rent, which the landholder receiveB, may 
increase with improvements, and * he may conceal the improvement 
^firom the local authprities, or bribe them to conceal .it jGrom gov- 
ernment; or it ma^ dinunish firom lands falling out «of tillage, 
«r becoming impoverished by ever>^ropping, or froni a diminution 
of demand for land produce; ancl the landhblder may be unable 
to satisfy the local authorities of the fact, or to prevail upon 
them to represent the circumstance to government. The amount 
«f the nankar once recognised, remains the same till a new rate 
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ii» r^ti/y^niied by government. But when the government becomes 
w'fmk, the local authorities assume the right to recognise new 
TdUm^ to suit their own interest ; and pretend that they do bo 
io promote that of their sovereign. 

1 may instance the Amil of this district last year. He was 
i*i^k, while the landholders were strong. They refused to pay, 
on the plea of bad seasons. He could send no money to the 
'IVeaiiuryy and was in danger of losing his place. The man who 
)iad to pay a revenue of ten thousand, could not be induced to 
yay Ave. He enjoyed an acknowledged nankar of two thousand 
ij|Kiu a recognized rent roU of twelve thousand; and, to induce 
liiiii to pay, he gives him an increase to this nankar of one 
ihousAud, making the fumkar three thousand, and reducing the 
rctvenue to nine thousand. Being determined to render the 
iiioroiuie to his nankar permanent, whether the government con- 
•KMits or not, the landholder agrees to pay the ten thousand for 
iho priMtmt yt^ar. The collector sends the whole, or a part of 
iho one thousand, as gratuiti^ to influential men at Court, and 
4^uU^r« it in tlio public accounts as irrecoverable balance. The 
\\r%y^\\i Amil, ftnding that the increase to the nankar has not 
innni m'lniowUHigiH) by goverumait, demands the full ten thousand 
vu|H^(Nii t\tr tho pro«itHit ye^ur. The landholder refuses to pay any 
i\\\\\^, liik«^ t\> tht" jungle^ and declares, tiiat he will lesiBt till 
l^i» )m^u«wonl ri^ir^t t^^ thd incnM^a be acknowledged. 

V\\^ km\ Kn^ %$ktm. thi^ contract at the rate of last year, as 
l(^v^ ISN^\i^«^\UHH^t hin^l «iUKlku»Ml no incTMse to the aMbsr, and 
t^o l^vt^U \u ^;mu (^vr » i>^tiiv»ik«i in the rate, whidi he pledged 
)^u^«l^)f |v\ |vj^\^ vM^ <tti i^'^Mi^^ of neana to enfivce payment 
ilM^Mi^ tts^ iH^'^uk^l iMvi Yv^HcKvnr a body of bndhnMwrs. As I 
V«\5^ ^"li^M^^ ^^^^iHti^ iW iXi^i^ i^ktvniflKat has, this season, 
M»«M\l ^ ^^^fc,^* H^ WU kvxv^un^ vvUK-fv)r» to refiae to recognise 
AM^i v^s<NVM^ |\v iW %iM^Wv l)^ ka» W«ii vMKfe uwe tbe year 
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A. D. 1814, or Fusilee 1222, wlien Saadat Allee died; as none has, 
«ince that year, received the sanction of government^ though the nan^ 
Jrar has been more than doubled within that period in the manner 
^bove described hj local authorities. The increase to the mmkary 
;and the aHenation, in rent free tenure, of lands liable to assessment 
in 1814, bj local authorities, and inflaential persons at domt, are 
supposed to amount, in aH Oude, to forty lakhs of rupees a 
jear. ISoue of thera have been formally recognised by the Court, 
hut a greaA part ef thera has been tacitly acquiesced in by the 
minister aad Dewan for the time being. They cannot enforce the 
«rder for revertiug ta the nankar of 1814; and if they attempt 
to do BO, the whole country will be in disorder. Indeed, thei 
miui^^ knows his own weakness too well, to think seriously of 
<ever making such an attempt. The seer lands are those Which 
the landholders and their families til themselves, or by means ef 
their servants, or hired cultivators. Generally they are not en- 
tered at all in the rent rolls; and when they are entered, it 
is at less rates than are paid for the ether lands. The differ^ 
ence between the no rent, or less rates, and the full rates, is' 
ptat of their perquisites^ These lands are, generally^ shared out 
among the members of the famUy as hereditary possessionsw 

Januarf 23, 1850.^-Behta, ten miles, over a plain of fine mu>- 
teear soiL The greater part of the sur£etee is, however, covered 
by a lew paias jungle. The jungle remains, because no one will 
venture to lay out his capital in rooting up the trees and shmbSy 
snd bringing the land under culture where the fruits of his in- 
dustry, and his own life, and those of his f&mily, would be 60 
very insecure; and because the powerful landholders around re- 
quire the jungles to run to when in arms against the govern? 
ment officers, as they commonly are. The land, under this jungle, 
is as rich in natural powers, as that in tillage; and nothing can 
be finer than the crops are in the cultivated parts, particularly 
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ill thoao immediately around villages. There are numerous largo 
tn^i^A in the jungles ; but the fine peepul and banyan trees are 
torn to pieces for the use of the elephants and camels of the 
establishments of the local officers, and for the cows, bullocks 
and buffaloes of the peasantry. The cows and buffiiloes are said to 
give greater quantities of milk when fed on the leaves of these 
trees, than when fed on any thing else, available in the dry 
season ; but the milk is said to be of inferior quality. All the 
cultivated and peopled parts are beautifully studded vrith single 
trees and groves. 

No respectable dwelling house is any where to be seen ; and 
the most substantial landholders live in wretched mud hovels, 
with invisible covers. I asked the people why, and was told, 
that they were always too insecure to lay out any thing in im- 
proving their dwelling houses; and, besides, did not like to have 
such local ties, where they were so liable to be driven away by 
the government officers, or by the landholders in arms against 
them, and their reckless followers. The local officers of government, 
of the highest grade, occupy houses of the same wretched descrip- 
tion, for none of them can be sure of occupying them a year, or of 
ever returning to them again when once removed from their present 
offices ; and they know, that neither their successors, nor any one 
else, will ever purchase or pay rent for them. No mosques, mauso- 
leums, temples, seraees, collegesi courts of justice, or prisons, to 
^e seen in any of the towns or villages. There are a few Hin- 
di )0 shrines at the half dozen places that popular legends Have 
rendered places of pilgrimage ; and a few small tanks and bridges 
made in olden times by public officers, when they were more 
secure in their tenure of office than they now are. AU the fine 
buildings, raised by former rulers and their officers, at the old 
capital of Fyzabad, are going fest to ruin. The old city of 
Ajoodheea 13 a niin, with the exception of a few buildings along 
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tlio bank of tlie rirer raised by wealthy Hmdocit 
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hare otlen mentioned, tbat the artillery drafl bullocks receive 
Ho groin, and are every where so poor, that they con hardly walk, 
inach less draw heavy gaos aod ttunbrils. The reason ia this ; the 
'tnost inflnentaal men at Court obtain the charge of feeding the cat- 
'tle in alt tbe different establishmenta, and charge for a certain quan- 
tity of grua, or other food, at the market price, for each ftniTnu l. 
They contract for the supply of the eattlo with gome grain merchant 
'■of tbe city, who undertakes to distribute it through his own agonta. 
The contractor, for the snpply of the artillery draft bullocks, sends 
•an agent with those la attendance upon every collector of the land 
Ycvenac, and he gives them as little aa possible. The contractor, 
Wraid of making an enemy of the influential roan at Court, who 
could, if he chose, deprive bim of hia contract or place, never pr&- 

to interfere ; and the agent gives the poor buUocku no grain 
Vt alL The collector, or officer in charge of the dialrict, is, however, 
ibliged, every month, to pay the agent of the contractor the fiill 
^norket price of the grain supposed to be consumed, that is one socr 
knd half a doy by every bullock. The aamc, or somo other influen- 
tial person at Court, obtmns and transfers, in the same way, the con- 

fbr the feeding of the elephants, hoTBOa, camels, bullocks snd 
'other aniinala kept at Lucknow for uae, or mnusomcnt ; and none of 
i in much better condition tlian the draft bollocks of 
Vhe artillery in the remote districts — oil oro starved, or nearly starv- 
ed, and objects of pity. Those who are responsible for their being 
fed, are too strong in Court favour, to apprehend any punishment for 
not feeding them at alL 

In my ride this morning I asked the people of tho villages, ttiroogh 
a&d near which we passed, whether tnfanticido proroilcd. They 
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told me, that it prevailed amongst almost all the Bajpoot famllieii 
of any rank in Oude — that very poor families of those claases 
retained their daughters, because they could get something for 
them from the families of lower grade into which they married 
them ; but that those who were too well off in the world, to 
condescend to take money for their daughters from lower grades, 
and were obliged to incur heavy costs in marrying them into 
families of the same or higher grade, seldom allowed their infant 
daughters to live. '*It is strange,** I observed, "that men, who 
*' have to undergo such heavy penance for killing a cow, even by 
** accident, should have to undergo none for the murder of their 
** own children; nor to incur any odium among the circle of 
society in which they live — ^not even among Brahmins and the 
ministers of their religion. They do incur odium and undergo 
penance, said Bajah Bukhtawur Sing — do they not? said he to 
some Brahmins standing near — they smiled, but hesitated to 
" reply. They know they do, said the Bajah, but are afraid to 
*^ tell the truth, for they and their fsimilies live in villages be- 
** longing to these proud Bajpoot landholders, and would be 
** liable to be turned out of house and home were they to tell 
*^ what they know.*' One of the Brahmins then said, " all this is 
" true, sir, but after the murder of every infant, the family 
** considers itself to be an object of displeasure to the deity; 
'* and after the twelveth day they send for the family priest, 
'^ (Frohut) and, by suitable gratuities, obtain absolution — ^this is 
** necessary, whether the fiunily be rich or poor; but when the 
** absolution is given, nothing more is thought or said about the 
<< matter — ^the Gour and other Bajpoots, who can afford to unite 
*^ their daughters in marriage to the sons of ChouhanSy Bysea 
^ and other fEunilies of higher grade, though they cannot obtain 
** theirs in return for their sons, commit less murders of this 
^ kind than others; but all the Bajpoot clans commit more or 
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"■ iesB or tTiem ; habit has lecoDcOed -them to it ; but it appears 
'* vety ahoclung to us BrabminB, tad all other classes — tkey coni- 
■* Bunly borj tho iiifaatB alive as boob m poBsiblo after their 
** biith. We, sir, are helpless, lining, its wo dO, funosg such 
*" turbtdcBt and pitiless 'landboldm^, asd cannot presulne to ad- 
'" moniab or remoastrate — our lives wooid ndt b& safe for a mo^ 
"^ nteot, were we to sajr any thing, of seem -to notice nnch i^Ttmes.'' 
I do net think that any landholder of 'this claas, in the Bangur 
•diatrict, wonld feej much compunction for the ^ositBisaioo of any 
wnme that *d »ot involve theif expiriaion from caste, «r degro- 
liattioa ia raak. Great «nme8 do fl»t iBvolvQ these {Ktialtiea — 
%hey incur then oidy by -small peccadillos, -or oSbnces deemed 

'^aal Mneng other societies. The ^vemmBJit of Onde, -as it is 
W present <onrtitutcd, will never he mWe to put down, fiffectu- 

-«tl;^ the great orimea which no* stain almost ■tfvery acre of land 
in its domiuioBs. It is paaful to pass over n Country abound- 
ing ee much in what the evil pVopensittea of our nature incite 
knen to do, when not duly restrained ; and so little in what the 
^ood prompt us to perfenn and ca-eate, when duly protected and 
«encouragod, under good goviemment. 

Jmuarg 21, 1830.— Sandee, fAurteen niilea, tvei A \Aiua of tight 
Aomiiteea soil, which hecomes very sandy fttr the laat fdut br 
niles. The crops are scanty upon the ttioro sandy 'pvis, 
Mcept in the vicinity of vilhtges ■ but there is little jtlngU^ afld 
«D undue portion of fallow for so light a soil. About flVB Bttilca 
I our laat ground, no came through the lar^ ilild ^opUloUs 
VQlage of Bawun ; about three mites further, thraugh bnOtber bf 
nearly the same site, Sungeechamow ; and about three lAilca filr- 
tiur on, through one still larger, Admapoor, which ia three mitba 
from Bandeo. Sandee and Xawabgunge join each other, and aro 
tm the bank of the Giirra river, a small stream, whose waters 
•ud to be very wholesome. We passed the boandaiy of the 
s2 
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Bangar district just before -we entered the village of Sangeecha- 
mow, ^fHiich lies in t^t of Saiuiee. 

There is a Ifindoo ehrine aa the Tight of 'the ^Toiid betnreen 
Batidee and Aidmapoor, which is «addito be ocmsidered Tery^usred, 
and calied ^Barmawast. It is r^ mere grove, with '^a tfew .priests, 
on the hsB& of a large lake, which extends dose up to 'fiaadee 
on the aoath. The driver Qnna flows under the 'town tx> the 
Borth. iSRieiplaoe is. said to be healthy, but could haidly be ao, 
were tbis ilaioe 'to 'the *west or east, 'inftoad 6f the south, ^'vriwnee 
the wiiMl seldom blows. This lake must give oat more or less 
oj ntuJma that would be taken over the village, fin* the jgreater 
porbV>p of' the year, fay the prevailing ea^teiiy and westerly winds. 
U do not think the place so eligible for a cantonment as i^&in- 
deeawun, in point either of salubrity, positicm, or ^soil. ^' 

Janxpofy 25, 1650.— ^Halted . at Sandee. The lake on the sonith 
<aide, mentioned yesterday, abounds in fish, and is covered with 
wild fowl; but the fish we got from it yesterday was not good 
^f its kind. There are very fine groves of mango trees /dose to 
fiandee, rplanted by merchants and shop-keepers 6i the plaoe. 
The oldest are still held by the descendants of those by -wkom 
they were first planted more than a century ago ; and ao tax 
whatever is imposed 'upon the trees of any kind, or upon .the 
:kBdB im which <tiiey stand. Many young groves are j growing 
ig> aiQuad, to replace the old ones as tiiey decay; and tike 
greatest possible security is felt in the tenure by whidi iiieyraie 
Jbeld ^by the planter, or his descendants, thoij^h they hold no 
written lease, or deed of gift; and have neither written law nor 
•^oiurt of JHstioe to secure it to them. Ghrovesand solitniy mango, 
fltmul, tamaorind, mhowa and other trees, whose leaves and branches 
are ^not required for the food of elephants and camels, ase -mere 
seeure in «Oude than in our own territories ; and the country is, 

in iconsequttiee; much better provided with them. While they 

» ♦ 
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^ve Iwauty to the ^landicape, they flfi«vi«it7e tke «Seet8 6f dfaugkls 
%o tiie :po<Mrer dasses froA the ;£ndt they supply.; and draughts 
«re less ifte^mently land leas seyeraly Mt in a coontryy >80 mter- 
«e0tei hf fiae stireaiiis, flowing firom the Tarae £west> or down 
ftam tbe ^petpetuaE anoUrs of SMghboutiAg hiUs, and keying tho 
^prater :dUray8 noar the ttit&ee. Ilieae treea tend alao to render 
ithe air liaakhy, by giving outo^^ygen ia large quantities daring 
^e day, and absorbii^ oarbcnic aeid gaa. 'the tbres Gsira toters 
tho .fiaagMrahomt ct^dte.mibfl bdoW .Saadee. Boats take timber 
on tUa -atream ffom tiio JRhillibeet diatriet to Cawnpoor. It 
faawa .near the toim of Shujohanpoor; and the viOago of Palae, 
twoHty aufea north* west ^ from Suideo^ whore we shaH have to re^ 
croaatt, 

Jmmkf M9 iSSO.— -Baaora» twelve xa^oa motth-weat ^mn flan- 
deoy oyer a plain of light sandy ^oil, or Mioor, itnth ^Bome in- 
teirab af'oosnr. SThe tillage toxtoiia OTor mb much of ike aurfaco 
4B8 .it ought in ao light a soil $ and the diatriet of Saadae Paleo 
fieaeaaUy is said to be w^ cultiyated. rit .had been under the 
charge of Saflz Abdooliah, a very honest and worthy man, for 
aeronyaaM ap to !hia death, which took place in Novmb^r last. 
ifie lis ^said noTor to have .broken £iith with a landholder; but 
Ise ^waa too weak in means to koep tho bad rportion under eon« 
ttal; ^and too mueh joccupied in taading or repeatiag iho 
.^bfisn^ whidi Jio iknow all by *hettrt> as his name imports* His 
^man^ Asaeer «€hhdam Alie^^ a kd of only thirteen years of age, 
cfaas 'boon .i^poinled his successor. He ptomiaea to be .lika his 
xfiMihsr m honesty and Ioto of tim holy book^* 

dkbout half way we passed tho Village of Bhanapoor^ held by 
mmfieBdars of the DAaaforsa Bajpoot elan» who told me^ that 
they giro their daughters in marriage to the J&ykwarSi but more to 



* He has been dnoe remored, and is now in prison as a defaalter« July 
1851. 
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the Sombiinsie Bajpoots, who abound in the district, and hold 
the greater part of the lands — that these Sombunsies have ab- 
sorbed ahnost all the lands of the other classes bj degrees, and 
are now seizing upon theirs — ^that the Sombunsiea give their 
daughters in marriage only to the Bathore and Chouhan Bi^poots, 
few of whom are to be found on the Oude side of the Granges ; 
and, in consequence, that they take, such as they preserve, to 
our districts on the other side of that river, but murder the 
greater part rather than condescend to marry them to men ^ 
the other Bajpoot dans whom they deem to be of inferior grade, or 
go to the expense of uniting them in marriage to clans of higher 
or equal grade in Oude. Some Sombunsies, who came out to pay 
their respects from the next village we passed, told us, that they 
did not give their daughters even to the Tilokchundee Bys Biy* 
poots; but in this they did not tell the truth. 

At the next village, the largest in the parish, Barone, the 
chief landholder, Eewul Sing, came out and presented his offer- 
ing of a fine fighting ram. He was armed with his bow, and 
« quiver full of arrows ;*' but told me, that he thought a good 
gun, with pouch and flask, much better, and he carried the bow 
and quiver merely because they were lighter. He was surround* 
ed by ahnost all the people of the town, and told me, that the 
fiimily held in copartnership fifty-two small villages, inmiediately 
around Barone — that this village had been attacked and burnt 
down by Captain Bunbury and hia regiment the year before last, 
without any other cause, that they could understand, save that 
he had recommended him not to encamp in the grove dose by. 
The £act was, that none of the family would pay the govern- 
ment demand, or obey the old Amil, Hafiz AbdooUah; and it was 
necessary to make an example. On being asked whether his fa- 
mily and dan, the Sombunsies, preserved or destroyed their 
daughters, he told me^ in the midst of hia village conuaunity; 
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that he would not deceive me — ^that they, one and all, destroyed 
their infant daughters^ but that one was, occasionally, allowed to 
live (ek-adh) — ^that the &mily was under a taint for twelve days 
after the murder of an infant, when the family priest (Frohut) 
was invited and fed in due form; that he then declared the ab- 
solution complete, and the taint removed. 

The fiftmily priest was present, and I asked him what he got 
ton such occasions. He said, that to remove the taints or grant 
absolution after the murder of a daughter, he got little or no 
jsiouej ; ha merely partook of the food prepared for him in due 
form; but that, on the birth of a son, he got ten rupees from 
the parents. All the assembled villagers bore testimony to the 
truth of what the patriarch and the priest told me. They said, 
that no one would enter a house in which an infant daughter 
had been destroyed, or eat or drink with any member of the 
&mily, till the Prohut had granted the absolution, which he did 
afier the expiration of twelve days, as a matter of course, de- 
pending, as he did, upon the good will of the landholders^ who 
were all of the same clan, Sombunsies. Few other Brahmins will 
condescend to eat, dnnk or associate with these £Eunily and vil- 
lage priests, who take the sins of such murders upon their own 
heads. The old patriarch rode on with me upon his pony, fivo 
miles to my tents, as if I should not think the worse of him 
for having murdered his own daughters, imd permitted othera to 
murder theirs. I told him, that I could hold no Converse with 
men who were guilty of such crimes ; and that the vengeance of 
God would crush them all, sooner or later^ For his only excuse 
he told me, that it was a practice, derived from a long line of 
ancestors, wiser and better than they were; and that it prevailed 
in almost every Bajpoot family in the country — that they had, 
in consequence, become reconciled to it, and knew not how to 
do without it. Family pride is the cause of this toxxiblc eyil. 
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The estate of Kateearee, on tte left liiu)d-si<le of lli« Toad to. 
nrardfl the Bamgimga and Gaogea is held by Bunjeet Sing, of th« 
Kuteear Bajpoot clan. Hlb eetate yields to hiin about one bnndnd 
nnd twenty thousand rupees a year, while be is assessed at uiilf 
diitoon thousand. While Hakeem Mehndee was in banishment at 
Futtebgurh, about liftcen years ago, he became intimate with KunJMt 
Sing, of Kuteearee; and when he afterwards became minister, 
1837, ho is said to have obtiuned for him the king's seal and fi| 
kuFG to B perpetual lease at this rate, from which is deducted i 
mattiar of four thousand, leaving an settial demand of only twclv« 
thousand. Were such graata, in perpetuity, respected in Oudc, tiw 
ministers and their minions would soon sell the whole of llis Bila* 
jeety's dominions, and leave him a beggar. He has not yet hrea 
made to pay a higher rate; not, however, out of rcgnrd for the 
king's pledge, but solely out of that far Bunjeet'a fort of Dhunmut- 
poor, on the bank of the Qanges, his armed bands, and his i 
pieces of cannon. He has been diligently employing oil his m 
rents in improving his defenaive means ; and, besides his fort 
gnns, is said to hare a large body of armed and disciplined 
He has seized upon a great many villages around, belonging to 
w«^er proprietors; and is every year adding to his estate is tlii* 
«^. In this the old Ami), Hafiz Abdoollab, acquiceced, soMt he- 
ma^B be had not the means, nor tho energy to piwent it. He ggi 
hu flrtate excluded from the jurisdiction of the local antharities, 
and i^aoed in the Huzoor Tuheeel. Like others of his cbm^ wbo 
MeMe on the border, he has a village in the Britiali tcrritoiT to 
iMii» in, nomolestod, when charged by the Ondo utfaoritiGa iritk 
henry (nmea and balances. He had been attacked and drircn acnn 
tto OangM, in 1S37, for contumacy and rebellion; deprived rf his 
mtate, and obUged to reside at Futtehgurh, wbcre be first 
1 «itli Hakeem Mehndw. Tho Oode 
■ted ngvoflt tlie protectkm vhich tfaii 
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iand atrocioiis landholAer veceiveB firom our subjeeta and authorifeies.* 
Crimes in this distnct are not qtiite so numerous as in Bangur; 
1)ut they are df no less atrocious a character. The thieves and rob- 
hen of Bangur, when taken and taxed with being so, say, ''of 
^' course we are ro'bbers — if we were not how should we haye been 
'^^ permitted to reside in Bangur?* All are obfiged to fight and 
plunder wifli the landholders, or to rob for them on fistant roads, 
und in dii^fcant Tillages^ Ky camp has been robbed aeferal times 
^thin the Inme I have been out, and the property baa be^ traced 
to villages in the Sundeela and Bangur districts, tn the Sundeela 
^Bstrict it can be recovered, when traced^ with a small force, and the 
thieves taken ; but in the Bangur distnct it would require a large 
Tnilitaiy force, weQ commanded, and a large train of artillery to re-- 
cover the one or seize the other. 

A respectable landholder of this place, a Sombunsie, tells me — 
"" that the custom of destroying their female infants has prevailed 
*' frmn the time of the first founder of their race — ^that a rich 
*' man has to gite food to many Brahmins, to get rid of the stain, 
** on the twelfth or thirteenth day; but, that a poor man can 
*' get rid of it by presenting a little food, in due form, to the 
*< village priest — ^that they cannot give their daughters in nuu> 
^ riage to any Bajpoot families, save the Bhathores and Chouhans — 
^ that the &mily of their clan who gave a daughter to any 
^ other class of Bajpoots, Would be excluded firom caste iniaie^ 
^* diaiely and for ever—^that those who have property btfffe to 
^ give all they have with their daughters to these Choubazui and 
** Bhathores, and reduce themselves to nothing ; and can take notihing 



^ See Retident^a letter to Goyemment North-Western ProTinoes^ 3rd Augnst* 

1837. Kmg'B letter to the Resident> 7th Afiril, 1837. The same to the same, 

19th K^r> 1837* Depositions &nd urzie3. Runjeet Sing was attacked l|y the 

Idng^s tvoops and driven across the Ganges again in June, 1851, and died 

dming the contest, which is being oontinned by his son. 
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^' from them in return, as it is a great stain to take ^^ tuneea 
dan^^^ or virgin price, from anj one — ^that a Sombimsie may, how- 
ever, when reduced to great poverty, take the "kuneea dan*^ from 
** the Chouhans and Bhathores, for a virgin daughter, without being 
excommunicaked from the dan; but even he could not give a 
daughter to any other dan of Eajpoots without being ezdnded 
^' for ever from caste — ^that it was a misfortune, no doubt ; but it 
** was one that had descended among them from the remotest anti- 
** quity, and could not be got rid of— that mothers wept and 
*^ screamed a good deal when their first female infSuits were tom 
*^ from them; but after two or three times giving birth to fe- 
*^ male infSuits, they become quiet and reconciled to the usage; 
and said, 'do as you like' — ^that some poor parents of their 
clan did certainly give their daughters for large simis to weal- 
thy people of lower clans, but lost their caste for ever by so 
'^ doing — ^that it was the dread of sinking, in substance, from the 
** loss of property, and in grade, from the loss of caste, that 
" alone led to the murder of female in&nts — that the dread pre- 
^* vailed more or less in every Bajpoot clan, and led to the 
** same thing; but most in the clan that restricted the giving 
** of daughters in marriage to the smallest number of dans." 

The infant is destroyed isx the room where it is bom, and 
there buried. The floor is then plastered over with cow dung; 
and, on the thirteenth day, the village or &mily priest must cook 
and eat his food in that room. He is provided with wood, ghee, 
barley, rice and tillee (sesamum). He boils the rice, barley and 
sesamum in a brass vessel, throws the ghee over them when 
they are dressed, and eats the whole. This is considered as a 
AofTt, or burnt oflering ; and, by eating it in that place, the priest 
is supposed to take the whole hutteea, or sin, upon himself and 
to cleanse the family from it. I am told, that they put thd 
milk of the mudar shrub — '^ asclepias giganteea" — ^into the moui^ 
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of the infknt to destroy it, and cover the mouth with the* (sccoa 
that first pass from the iHfknt's bowels. It «ooii dies ; and, 
after the expiation, ike parents again oocupy the room, «nd there 
receive the visits of their fanuly atid friends, and gossip as usual ! 
iBajah Bu^htawar Sing tella me, that he has heard the whole 
process frequently described in this way by the toidwives who 
have attended the birth. These raidwives are, however, generally 
Bent out of the room, with the mother, when the infant is found 
to be a girl. In ai^ law for the effectual prevention of this 
crime, it would be necessary to prescribe a severe punishment for 
the priest, as an acicessory after the fact. The Only objection to 
this is, I think, that it might deprive the Court of the Advan- 
tage of an important witness, when required, at the triad of the 
parents; bvt, when necessary, he might be admitted as king's 
evidence. All the people here that I talk to on the subject, say, 
that the crime has been put down in the greater part of the 
British territories; and that judicious meledres, honestly and firm- 
ly carried out, would pilit it down in Oude, and do away with 
the scruples which one clan of Bajpoots have, to give their daugh- 
ters in marriage to another. Unable to murder their daughters, 
they would be glad to dispose off them in marriage to all dann 
of Bajpootsw It might be put down in Oude, as it was put down 
by Mr. Willoughby, of Bombay, in the districts under his charge, 
by making the abolition one of the conditions on which all per- 
sons of the Eajpoot clans hold their lands, and strictly enforcing 
the observance of that condition. The government of Oude, as 
now constituted^ could do nothing whatever towards putting it 
down in this or any other way. 

January 27, 1850. — Palee, eight miles, north-west. The road 
half way from Sandee to Busora, and half way from Busora to 
Palee, passes over a very light, sandy soil — bhoor. I have al- 
ready stated that kutcha wells, or wells witliout burnt brick and 
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cement, will not last in this sandy soil, while it stddfi more in 
need of irrigation. The road, for the last half way of this morn- 
ing's stage, passes over a good doomuteea soil. The idiole conn* 
try is, however, well cultiyated, and well studded with fine teoss; 
and the approach to Palee is, at this season, yery picturesque. 
The groves of mango and other fine trees, amidst which the town 
stands, on the right bank of the Gurra nver, appear very beau* 
tiful, as one approaches, particularly now that the sorpoHnd* 
ing country is covered by so fine a carpet of ridh spring 
crops. The sun's rays &lling upon such rich masses of foliage, 
produce an infinite variety of form, color and tint, on which tlie 
eye delights to repose. We intended to have our camp on* the 
other side of the river, but no good • ground could be found for 
^ without injury to the crops, within three miles firom Friee, 
pT>(1 we must cross it on our way to Shahabad to-morrow. 

This small river flows along a little to the right of our march 
this morning. About half way we passed a very pretty village^ 
held and cultivated by ftunilies of Kunojee Brahmins, who 
condescend to hold and drive their own ploughs. Other fiunihei 
of this class pride themselves upon never condescending to drive 
their own ploughs ; and consider themselves, in consequence, i 
shade higher in caste. Other Brahmin families have different 
shades, or degrees, of caste, like the Kunojeeas ; but I «m not 
aware that any family of any other class of Brahmins condes- 
cend to hold their own ploughs. I told them, that ** Gk>d seem- 
** ed to favour their exertions, and bless them with prosperity, 
** for I had not seen a nicer village or village community." 
They seemed to be all well pleased with my compliment. At 
Palee remdes Bulbhuder Sing, a notorious robber, who was lately 
seized and sent as a felon to Lucknow. After six months' con- 
finement, he bribed himself out, got possession of the estate, which 
he now hdidS; and to which he had no right whatever, and had 
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it exfJufled from the jnnadiclMii «f Ite kc&l aiillioritiee^ and tmns* 
Terred to the ** Hofeoor (Tahi^eel/' He has heea ever suice dili- 
gently ^aployed in converting it into a den of robbers ; and, in the 
vaoal way, seizing upon other people's lands, stock and proper- 
ty, <if aM kinds. 

Hondieds in OttAe al*e doing the name thiifig ill the same way. 
*8oore8 of those, who suffer from the depredations of this dass of 
"offendett, camplaan to me every day; but I eaa neither afford 
itbem TOdiMs, ner held out any hdp6 eiT it from any of the Oude 
«iit4ieittie& it is a proverb, ^'that these i^ho are Mnt^ieed to 
'** six years imprisonment in Oiile, are t«ieaded in idx moniths, 
'** and those who are sentenced to six months, «te released in six 
"* years.** Gk^at nnmbets a** released evety yttst at Lneknow foir 
ithmnk9ffimMf9j or propitiation ; if the king ot tOLj meii^ber of his 
Cunily beeomes sick, prisoners ate released^ that thdfr may reca- 
xtT; and when they recover, others are released as a grateful^ 
And, at the same time, prefttable acknowledgment, since the gor- 
tmiment relieves itself from the cost of keeping them ; and its 
MTvants appropriate the money paid for their ransom. I^hose who 
life in fer long periods are, for the most part, great offenders, 
who are the most able and most willing to pay high for their 
telea8e--tho8e who are in for short ones are, Commonly, the 
mnaO ones, who are the least able and le^ disposed to ^ve any 
thing. The great offenders again are those Who are most dis^ 
posed, and most able, to retenge themselves on such persona an 
have aided the government in their arrest or conviction ; and they 
do all they can to murder and rob them and their families and 
relatives, as soon as they are set at large, in order to deter 
others frt>m doing the same. This would bo a great evil in any 
country, but is terrible in Oude, where no police is maintained 
for the protection of life and property. Tlio cas3s of atrocious 
murders and robberies, which come before mc every day, and ar6 
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admoirledged !i7 the local autboriiies, and neigbbonrs of the rnif 
fcren, to have taken place, are frightfuL Such sufferings Ibr 
which no redress is to be found, would soon desolate any part 
of India less favoured by nature. 

In the yallej of the Nerbudda, for instance, such sufferings 
would render a district desolate for ages. The people, driven off 
from an estate, go and settle in another better governed. The 
grass grows rankly firom the richness of the soil, and the humi* 
dity of the air, and becomes filled with deer and other animals, 
that are food for beasts of prey. Tigers, leopards, wolves, 
wild dogs, Ac. &c. follow, to feed upon them; and they render 
residence and industry unsafe. Malaria follows, and destroys what 
persons the tigers leave. I have seen extensive tracts of the 
richest soil and most picturesque scenery, along the banks of the 
Nerbudda, which had been rendered desolate for ages by the 
misrule of only a few years. It is the same in the Tarae forest, 
which separates Oude firom Nepaul. But in the rest of Oude, 
from the Gunges to this belt of forest, no such effects follow 
misrule, however great and prolonged. Here no grass grows too 
rankly, few deer fill it, few tigers, leopards, wolves or wild dogs 
come in pursuit of them, and no malaria is feared. If a land* 
holder takes to rebellion and plunder, he is followed by all his 
retainers and clansmen; and their families, taid the cultivators of 
other classes, feeling no longer secure, go and till lands in other 
estates, till they are invited back. The cowherds and shepherds, 
who live by the produce of their cattle and sheep, remain and 
thrive by the abundance of pasture lands, from which the rich 
spring and harvest crops have disappeared. These cattle and sheep 
graze over them, and enrich the soil by restoring to it a por- 
tion of those elements of fertility, of which a long succession of 
harvests had robbed it. Over and above what they leave on the 
grounds, over which they graze, large stores of manure are 001* 
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dected for future use by the herdsHKen, -who now, exclusively, oe- 
>cttp7 the villages. The I&ndholder and his foHowers, in the niean«- 
^time, subsist and enrich themselveB by the indiscriminate plunder 
«of the surronndiiig couiitry ; and aare, at last, invited back by a 
weak and wearied government, to reoccupy the lunds, improved 
•by this salutary fallow, at a loWer rate of rent, or no rent at 
iaSl for some years, and a remission of siQ balances, fbr past y^ars, 
•on account ot paemnleB^ or treading doWn of Crops, dHriag the di»- 
•order that has prevailed. 

The cultivators return to occupy thdr <)ld !ands, 86 enriched, 
^t reduced rates df rent ; afid, in two or three yeaN, these lands 
-become again carpetted with a beautiful variety 6f spring knA 
^irininm crops. The crops, in our districts, ot. the opposite side 
-of the river Ganges, bear no comparison With those on the Oud6 
«ide. The lands are ail overcropped aHi tinder-stocked with cat^ 
tie and sheep from the want of pasture lands. There is little 
manure, the water is too far below the surfaee to admit of suf^ 
'ficient irrigation, without greater outlay than the farmers and cuU 
tivators can afford — ^the rotation of ctops is insufficient, and no 
•salutaiy faiHow comes to the relief of the soil, &om the labour of 
men ^yiing find working under the efficient protection of a strong 
«nd able government. The difference in the crops is manifest to 
the beholder, and shown in the rate of rents paid for the lands 
where the price of land produce is the same in both ; the samo 
river conveying the produce of both to and from the same mar- 
kets. A Muriiutta army, under the Feshwa, Ballajee, invaded tho 
districts, about the source of the Nerbudda river, about one hun- 
dred ''and seven years ago^ A. D. 1742. They ravaged those dis«- 
tricts, as they did all others which they invaded; but they, like 
the greater part of the Oude Tarae, remain waste; while the 
others, like the rest of Oude, soon recovered and become prospe- 
rous from the circumstances above stated. Tho soil of some of 
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the districts, about the source of the Nerbudda, then rayaged, is 
among the finest in the world; but the long grass and rich 
foliage, by which it is covered, are occupied, like the pampoa of 
South America, almost exclusively by wild cattle, bu&loes, deer 
and tigers. The district of Mundula, which intervenes betwe«i 
them and the rich and highly cultivated district of Jubbnlpoor, 
in the valley of that river, was populous and well cultivated when 
we took possession of it in the year 1817 ; but it has beeome 
almost as waste under our rule by a more gradual but not leaa de- 
Bolating process. Not considering the diminishing marketa f<Mr land 
produce, our assessments of the land revenue were too high, and 
the managing officers never thought the necessity of reduction es- 
tablished, till the villages were partially or wholly deserted. The 
farm^r«4 and cultivators all emigrated, by degrees, into the neighbour- 
ing districts of Nagpoor and Bewa, where they had more oonsiden- 
tion and lighter assessments, and the markets for land prodnoe wero 
improving. The lands of Mundula became waste, and covered with 
rank grass filled with deer; tigers followed to feed upon them, and 
carried off all the poor peasantry, who remained and attempted 
to cultivate small patches ; m^|iria followed and completed the work. 
Like the tharoo9 of the Oude forest, the gonds IxHm in this malaria 
are the only people who can live in it ; and the ravages of tigers 
and endemial disease prevent their numbers firom increasing. Those 
who onoe emigrate never come back, and population and tillage hate 
been decreasing ever since we took possession, or for thirty-three 
years. The same process has been going on in other parts of the 
Kerbudda valley with the same results. In Oude, fiom the erases 
above described, lands of the same denomination and kind'^often 
yield double the rate of rent that they yield in our own oonntermi- 
nous districts, or districts on the opposite side of the Qanges^ aad 
other rivers that separate our territories from those of Oude. Un- 
der a tolerable government; Oude would soon become one of the 
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"most beautiful countries in India ; but the lands would fall off, in 
iiBFtility, as ours do from over-cropping, no doubt. 

Jmtuoff 28, 1850. — Shahabad, ten miles. We erosae^ dose un« 
der Palee, the litlde river Gkuva, tvhich continued, for soitte miles, 
to flow«loBg, in its winding course, dose hj on our left. It is 
here some five or six miles to the south-west 6f the town. $he soil 
we hare oome over is ehie^' muteear, or the doomuteea, t^htened 
hy a mixture of daj, or argillaceous earth. Eich crops of rice are 
grown on tius muteear, which retains its moistm^ so much beitter 
than the loeew doomuteea soil. 

ELalf way we came through a nice village, the lands of which ^ar^ 
subdivided betwe^i the members of a large family of Kunojee Bi^alr* 
mina, whe came out to see us pass, and pay their respects. The 
cultivation was so fine, that t hoped they trere of the ^lass who 
condescended to hold their own ploughs, t asked them, and they, 
with seeming pride, told me^ that they did not — that they employed 
servants to hdd thei^ ploughs for thetiCh When t told them, that 
thia was their misfortimef they seemed much amused; but were all 
Well behaved and respectful, thoiiigh they must hate thought my 
Botion a very odd one. 

The little Gurra fiows firoiA the Oude ID arae forest by the towii 
<of PluHibheet, whete boats are built, to be taken down to Cawnpooi^, 
oo the Ganges, for sale. About four hundred, great and sknall, ard 
supposed to be taken down the Gurra every year, in the season of 
the rain& The^ take down the timber of the 'tstne forest, rico and 
other things; end all are sold with thei^ c&rgoes at Gawnpoor, or 
other places on the Ghmges. ^e timbers are floated along on both 
•ides of the boats. Palee is a nice place for a cantonment, or seat 
of public civil establishments ; and Shahabad is no less so. The ap» 
proaob to both, from the south east, is equally beautiful, from the 
rich crops which cover the ground up to the houses; and the fine 
^proves and majestic single trees which surround them* 
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ShahaMd is a yferj ancient and large town, occupied cliiellj bt 
Pafcliaa musulmans, who are a yery turbulent and fanatical set of 
fellows. Subsookh Bae, a Hindoo, and the most respectable mei^ 
chant in the district, resided here; and, for some time, consented 
to officiate as tl^e deputy of poor old Hafii AbdooUah, fat the 
management of the town, where his influence was great. He had 
lent a good deal of money to the heads of some of th^ PiBtthaa 
fiimilies of the town ; but, finding few of them disposed to refwy, 
ke was, last year, obliged to refuse further loans* They ddteis 
mined to take advantage of the coming mohurrum festival, to re' 
Tenge the affront^ as men commonly do, who live among such a 
fanatical community. The tazeeas are commonly taken up, and 
carried in procession, ten days after the new moon is first seen, at 
any place where they are made; but in Oude all go by the day 
in which the moon is seen from the capital of Lucknow. Ai 
B'.y '^s she is seen at Lucknow, the king issues an order, through* 
cat hi:^ dominions, for the tazeeas to be taken in procession ten 
days after. She was this year, in November, first seen on the 
SOth of the month at Lucknow ; but at Shahabad, where the sky 
is generally clearer, she had been seen on the 29th. The men, 
to whom Subsookh Bae had refused further loans, determined to 
take advantage of this incident, to wreak their vengeance ; and 
when the deputy promulgated the king's order for the tazeeas id 
be taken in procession ten days after the 30th, they instigated 
all the mahomedans of the town, to insist upon taking them 
out ten days after the 29th ; and persuaded them, that the ordet 
had been fabricated, or altered, by the malice of their Hindoo de- 
puty, to insuU their religious feelings. They were taken oat ai^ 
€9ordingly, and having to pass the house of Subsookh Bae, wheft 
their excitement, or spirit of religious fervor, had reached thd 
highest pitch, they there put them down, broke open the doors, 
entered in a crowd, and plundered it of all the property thef 
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Bud, amounting to above seventj- thousand rupeea. Subsookb 
"as obliged to get out, with his fi&milj, at a back door, and 
r his life. He went to Shajehanpoor, in our territory, and 
Duself under thB protection of the magistrate. Not content 
11 this they built a smaU miniature mosque at the door 
ome loose bricks, so that no one could go either out or 
fhout the risk of knocking it down, or so injuring this mock 
, as to rouse, or liable the evil-minded to rouse, the whole 
ledaa population against the offender. Poor Sub- 
]Ebe has been utterly ruined, and ever since seeking iu vain 
Iress. The government is neither disposed, nor able, to 
it; and the poor boy, who has now succeeded his learned 
in the contract, is helpless. The little mock mosque, of un- 
ed bricks, still stands as a monument of the insolence of 
tJiomedan population, and the weakness and apathy of the 
goyemment. 
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Lalta Sing, of the Nikoxnee Bajpoot tribe, mkom X hfA lately 
u oppoirtijuiitj of assisting, for his good serviees, in «n^tipg ovit» 
laws fiQpji pur territories, has just been tp paj his respe^tc^ Our 
liext eneamping ground is to be on his estate of £uir}i^a ws4 
^ra. He ^llfi me — that very few fapiilies of his tribo now 
iJte^troj t^ir female infiuits — that tradition ascribes t)m prigia of 
^us ^vU to the practice of the mahomedan emperoirs of X^^Hbi^ 
t^ 4£^xa$uid daughters in marriage &om the Bajpoot pr|ap#9 pf 
th9 ^ui^try — ithat some of them were too proud to coiaplj wjtk 
^be demand, and too weak to resist it in any other ^^f ^iwi 
that of putting all their female infants to death. This is not 
impossible. He says, that ho believes the Dhankuries^ whom I 
have described above, to be really the only tribe of Rajpoots 
among whom no family destroys its infant daughters in Oude — 
that all tribes of Rajpoots get money with the daughters they 
take from tribes, a shade lower in caste, to whom they cannot 
give theirs in return ; and pay money with the daughters they 
give in marriage to tribes a shade higher, who will not give 
their dau^fhters to them in return. The native collector of Sha- 
habad, a gentlemanly mahomedan, came out two miles to pay 
his respects on my approach, and we met on a large space of 
land, lying waste, while all around was covered with rich crops — 
'* Pray why is this land left waste ? It is, sir, altogether wi- 
** productive. Why is this— it seems to me to be just as good 
'• as the rest around, whicli produoca such fine crops ? If is 
*• njM^Akhuhfee, slimy, and is fi.'I t^ be altogether barren. I 
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^ tisBlite f on, sir, ' daod fiajiiii Bnkhtawat Singky-^tW it is good 
^ land, and capable of yielding good crops, under good tillage, of 
it womld aot produce tke fine grass yon see upon it. Yoii 
must not ask men like this about the kinds and qualities of 
^ soilsy for they really kn6w nothing whatever about them — they 
^ are d^ gentUmerCa sotu, who get into high places, and pasi 
^' their lives in them without learning any thing, btlit how td 
^' screw money t)ut of such as we are, who are bom Upon the 
^ mnl, ani depend upon its produce, eH onr lires, for subsistence 
^ Ask kirn, si(s whether either he, or any of his ancestors, evBt 
^ knew any thing of the diffdrence between one soil and another.'* 
The collector acknowledged the truth of what the old man 
^d; and told me, that he really knew nothing about the mat^ 
ter, and had merely repeated what the people told him. This is 
true with regard to the greater part of the local revenue officers 
employed in Oude. " One of these city gentlemen, sir, s&id dukh^ 
^ tawar Sing, when sent out as a revenue collector, in Saadut 
** Allee's time, was asked by his assistants what they were to do 
^ witk a crop of sugar-cane, which had been attached fo^ balan^ 
^ ees, and was becoming too ripe, replied, *eui U dowh to hi 
*' sure dnd kdve it stacked f* iLe did not know that silgar-oane 
^ must, as soon as cut, be taken to the mill, or it qM>il8. I 
*' kave heard of another, said the old Itusaldcr Nubbee Buksh^ 
^ who, after he entered upon his charge, asked the people ibout 
^ him, to show him the tree on which grew the fine ietamoM^ 
** nee, which ^ey used at Lucknow. There is no question, sir^ 
^ said Bukhtawar Sing, that is too absurd for these Cockney 
^ gentlemen to ask when they enter upon such revenue chargci 



^ The iatlsmdlee rice is rice of fine (^uatity, which hhs been kept tot tOiM 
yeiM before Used, "^o be good, rice must be kept for some years befote 
tittkt inly winch hm i>een so kept it CBiied ittammUe Dt lUSabh, 
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" «a tkese— tkey *are ihe mstocnej of towns and cides, who an 
^ learned enough in books and conrt ceremonies and intrigues^ 

bnt otterly ignorant of countrj life, rural economj, and agri*' 

cultural industry." 

For a cantonment, or civil station, the ground to the north of 
fibahabad, on the left hand side of the road leading to Mafaomdee, 
aeems the best. It is a level plain of a stiff soil formed of daj 
and sand, and not very productive. 

The country, from Sandee and Shahabad to the riven Ghinges 
and Ramgunga, is one rich sheet of spring cultivation ; and the 
estate of Kuteearee, above described, is among the richest por* 
tions of this sheet. The portions on which the richest crops now 
stand, became waste during the disorders, which followed the ex- 
pulsion of Bunjeet Sing in the usual way in 1837, and derived 
the usual benefit from the salutary fallow. A stranger passing 
through such a sheet of rich cultivation, without communing with 
the people, would little suspect the fearful crimes that are ereiy 
year committed upon it, firom the weakness and apathy of tho 
government, and the bad faith and bad character of its officen 
and chief landholders. The land is tilled in spite of all obst^ 
clos, because aU depend upon its produce for subsistence; but 
there is no indication of the beneficial interference of the gov* 
emment, for the protection of life, property imd character, and 
for the encouragement of industry, and the display of its fruits. 
The land is ploughed, and the seed sown often by stealth st 
night, in the immediate vicinity of a sanguinary contest between 
the government officers and the landholders; it is only when the 
latter are defeated, imd take to the jungles, or the HonoraUe 
Company's districts, and commence their indiscriminate plnnder, 
that tho cultivator ceases from his labours, and the lands arekft 
waste. 
Bunjnot 8ing, two or tliree years ago, seized npon the nOags 
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t>f tf oktoo, ifi Ills ▼icmity, to whiek lie kad no daun whatever, 

«iid he has forciblj retained it. It had loag paid goYenuneut 

ten: thousand a yett; bi&t he has conse&ted to pay only oue. 

thousand. Lands yielding nbove nine thousand he has cut off' 

Irom its Tent toll, and added to those of his hereditaay villages,. 

xm. the borders. Last year he seized upon the village of Nadna» 

>irith a rent roll of fourteen hundred rupees ; and he holds it.' 

^th a party of soldiers and two guns. The Amil lately sent. 

H>ut a person, with a small force, to demand the governments 

^ues; but they were driven back, as he pretends, that he goti 

it in mottgage %rom Dumber Sing, who had taken a short leasee 

<ef that and other khalsa villages, and absconded as a defaulter; 

«nd that he has purchased the lands from the cultivating pro:* 

prietoTi; «nd is, therefore, bound to pay no revenue, whateveir» 

lor them to the king. Afl defaukers and offenders, who takd 

refuge on his estate, he instigates to plunder, and provides with 

^gangs^ on condition of getting the greater part of the booty. He 

thinks that he is sure of shelter in the British territory, i^ould 

lie be ditven ftom Oude. He feels also sure of aid from othe^ 

large landholders of the ifiame kAbbb in the neighbourhoods 

Ja^lMff SO, 1850. — Kurheya Para, twelve miles, over a plaiA 
of exceBent muteei^ soil, a good deal of which is covered with 
jungle. Fata la a short distance from Kurheya, and our camp 
is midway between the two tillages. The boundary of the San^- 
d^ Palee and Mahomdee districts we crossed about fotir itnilea 
from our present encampmient. 1?his district of Mahomdee was 
taken in con1a?act by Hakeem Mehndee, at three lakhs ttnd eleven 
tkoosand rupees a year, in 1804 A^ D. ; and, in a few years, he 
Immght it into full tillage, and made it yield above seten lakhs. 
It has been fisdling off ever since it was taken from him, and 
now yields only between three and four lakhs. The jungle is 
Itodded with hkrge pcepul trees, which are all shorn of their 
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smin branehes and leayes. Tke laadhblden and coltiTatora told 
me, that tkey were takea off by the cowherds who gntttd theif 
bofUoes, bullocks «nd cows, in these jungles— that they fonned 
their chief; and» in the cold season, their best food, aa the lenres 
of the peepnl tree were supposed to giTe warmth to the i <« Wlirh | 
juad to increase the quantity of the milk — ^that the cowherds were 
Inquired to pay nothing for the privilege of grazing their cattle 
in these jungles, by the person to whom the lands belonged, be- 
cause they enriched the soil with their manure, and all held 
amail portions of land under tillage, for which they paid rent — 
that they had the free use of the peepul trees in the jungles, 
but were not permitted te touch those on the cultivated lands 
and in villages. 

White ants are so numerous in the argillaceous muteear soO, 
in which their food abounds, that it is really dangerous to tm* 
vel on an elephant, or iwifthf on horseback, over a new road 
cut or enlarged through any portion of it that has remained long 
untilled. The two fore legs of my elephant went down, yester^ 
day morning, into a deep pit made by them, but concealed by 
the new road, that has been made ov^ it, fbr the occasion of 
my visit, near Shahabad ; ar ' it was with some difficulty that he 
extricated them. We I'ave had several accidents of the same kind 
aince we came out. Id cutting a new road they cut through 
large ant hills, and leave no trace of the edifices, or the gulf 
below them, which the little insects have made in gathering their 
food, and raising their lofty habitation. They are not found in the 
bhoor, or oosur soils ; and in inoomparatively small numbers in 
the doomuteea, or lighter soil; but they abound in the muteear 
soil in proportion to its richness. Cultivation, where the oops 
are irrigated, destroys them; and the only danger is in passing 
over new roads cut through jungle, or lands that have remained 
long untiUed; or along the sides of old pathways, from which 
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tliese Iftnd nutrkft have been removed in liastily widening them 
fat wheeled carnages. 

A kmkimin <;ultiyaU>r, whose tut we had been obliged to preaa 
into '•nr «wm aervice for this stage, came along with me almost 
all ^tke waj. He said — " the spHng crops of this season, air, are, 
no doubt, yery fine -, but in days of yore, before the curse of 
:Bkm4 Jee (the brother of Bam) came upon the landholders 
*' 'and eultiyators «f Oude, they wete much finer — ^when he set 
** ^ut 4N>m his capiitail of Ajoodheea, for the conquest of Cylone, 
^ he left the administration to his brother, Bhurt Jee^ who made 
** a liberal settlement of the land tai. He put t ghturra, or 
*' pitcher, with a round bottom, tuined upside down, into eyery 
*' ^half acre (beegha) of the cultivated land, and required the land- 
^' holder, or cultivator, to leave upon it, as mueh of the grain 
produced, as the roiinded bottonl would retain, #hich 66uld not 
be one ten thousandth part of the produce ; he lived economically, 
and ^collected, at this rate, during the many years that his brother 
"*' was absent. But when his brother returned and apprb^hed the 
"' boandary of his donunionsv he met hosts of landholders and 
*' cukivators^ clamouring against the rapacity and oppreisidn of his 
^' brother's administration I The humanity of Barn's disposition 
was shoched, sir, at all this; and he became angry with his 
%rother, before he heard what he had to say; When Bhurt had 
** satisfied his brother, that he had not taken froni them tho 
thousandth part of what he had a right to take, aUd Bam had, 
indeed, taken from them himself^ he itched at the wickedness 
and ingratitude of the agricultural classes of Oudo ; and tho 
ban^ul effects of this sad si^h has been upon us ever since, 
sir, in spite of all we can do to avert them, tn order to have 
'* the blessing of God upon our labours^ it is necessary for ua 
** to fulfilL strictly, all the responsibilities imder which we hold and 
** till the land ; first, to pay punctually the just demands of govem- 
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*^ laest ; Meond, all the wiges of tike labour eraplojed ; tbird, all 
^ the diaritiea to the poor; fourth, all the offenngs to our roBpeeti?e 
^ tabAmrf godb; fifth, a fecial aSemg to Mahabeer, alias Hu- 

*^.'>^ntaa. These pajnenta and offernga, ar, nmat all be made 
'' before the cidtmitor eaa aafelj take ^ aurplos produce to hia 
'' store room tor sale and cei iwmpt km,^ Old Bukhtawar Sing, 
who was riding b j mj side, said — ** a conseientiouB farmw or ool- 
^ Orator, air, when he finda that his field yields a great deal 
^ more tiian Hie usual returns — that ia when it yields twenty, in- 
** stead of tiie usual return of ten, gires the whole in charity, 
** lest eril orertake him from his unusual good luck and inordi- 
'' nate exultation.'* 

I asked the brahmin cultirator, why aU these offerings were 
required to be made by cultiTators in particular. He replied — 
^ There is, sir, no species of tillage in which the lives of nume- 
** rons insettM are not sacrificed; and it is to atone for these nu« 
** merous murders, and the ingratitude to Bhurt, that cultivators, 
'* in particular, are required to make so many offenngs ;" and, he 
udded — ^ much sin, sir, is no doubt brought upon the land by 
" the murder of so many female infants. I believe, sir, that sli 
^ the tribes of Bajpoots murder them ; and I do not think that 

one in ten is suffered to Hve. If the family, or village, priest 

did' not consent to eat with the parents, after the murder, no 

^ sbch murders could take place, sir ; for none, even of their near- 

'* est relatives, will ever eat with them, till the brahmin has done 

SK>." The bearers of the tonjohn, in which I sat, said — ^ we do 

'* liot belietre, sir, that one girl in twenty, among the Bi^poots, 

** is preserved. Davey Buksh, the Gk)nda Bajah, is, we believe, 

^ tiie only one of the Biseyn Bajpoot tribe who preserves his 

^' daughters;* his father did the same, and his sister, who was 

* Then an a great many fiuniliies of the Biaeyn Rajpoots, who nertr dat- 
Iroy tMr wSftoXf daughten. 
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^ married to the Bhudoreea Bajah of MjnpocH^e, came to see him 
^' latrffv on the occasion of a pilgrimage to Ajoodheea, on the 
"^ dcatk of her hushand — of the six Kulhuns families of Chehd- 
wara, two only preserve their daughters, Surnam Sing, of Arta, 
and Jeskuniy of Kumeear; but whether their sons, or succes- 
Mrs, in the eitates, will do the same, is uncertain." These hear- 
ers are resident of that district. I may here remark, that oak 
treea, in the kiUa of the HimmeLah chain, are disfigured in the 
4same manner, and for the same purpose, as the peepui and ba- 
njan trees are here; their small branches and leaves are torn 
off to snpply fodder for buUocks and other animals. The ilex of 
the hills has not, however, in its nakedness, the majesty of the 
peepui and banyan of the ^ains, though neither of them can bo 
sail to be ^^ when nnadoam'd, adom'd the most.'* 

January 31, 185Q. — Puchgowa, north-east, twelve miles, over a plain 
•of doomuteea soil, a good deal of which is out of tillage at present. 
On the road we came threngk severaH nice villages, the best of 
which was occupied, exclusively, by the families of the Kunojeea 
tirahmin proprietors, and the few persons of inferior caste, who 
ploughed their lands for them, as they are a shade too high in 
4caste, to admit ef their holding their own ploughs. They are, 
liowever, Tery nice people, and seemed very much pleased at be- 
ing put so much at their ease, in a talk with the great man, 
about their ewn domestic and rural economy. They told me, that 
they did not permit Eajpoots to reside in, or have any thing to 
do with, their villaga "HThy ? — " Because, sir, if they once get a 
** footing among ns, tkey are, sooner or later, sure to turn na 
all out." How ?— " They get lands by little and little at lease, 
soon refuse to pay rent, declare the lands to be their own, 
collect bad characters for plunder, join the Sajpoots of their 
own elan, in all the villages around, in their enterprisea, take 

^ to the jungles on the first occasion of a dispute, attack^ plun- 
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^ 4er and barn the village, murder us and our {jEtmilies, and aoon 
^' get the estate for thenuelvea, on their own tenna, from the local 
'' authorities, who are weaned out by the loss of revenue ariaing 
*' -from their depredations ; our safety, sir, depends upon our keep- 
' *' ing entirely aloof from them.** Under a government so weak, the 
only men who prosper, seem to be these landholders of the military 
classes, who are strong in their union, clan feeling, courage and fero- 
'«ity. The villages here are numerous, tkough not large ; and by ht 
the greater part are occupied by Bajpoots of the Nikomee tribe. 

The Amil of the Mahomdee district, Krishun Sahae, had com* 
^out so far .as Para, to meet me, and have my camp supplied. 
He had earned a good reputation, as a native collector, of long 
standing, in the Sh^ehanpore district, under Mr. Buller; but 
being ambitious, to rise more rapidly than he could hope to dcr, 
under our settled • government, he came to Lucknow with a lettar 
of introduction from Mr. Buller to the Resident, Colonel Bieb* 
rnond — paid hia court to the Durbar — got appointed Amil of the 
Mahomdee district, under the amanee system, paid his nazuranas on 
Ilia investiture, in October last, and entered upon his charge. A 
few days apjo it pleased the minister to appoint, to his place, Aboa 
Toorab Khan, the nephew and son-in-law of Moonowur-ood Dow- 
la ; and orders were sent out immediately, by a camel messen- 
ger," to' tlie commandants of the corps on duty with Krishun St- 
fiae, to sei7.e and send him, his family, and all his relations and 
dependants, with all the property to be found upon them, to Luck- 
now. The wakeel, whom he kept at Court for such occasions, 
heard of the order for the supercession and arrest, and, forthwith, 
«ent off a note to his master, by the fastest foot messenger he 
could get. The camel messenger found, that the Amil had left 
Mahomdee, and gone out two stages to Para, to meet the Ben- 
dent. He waited to deliver his message to the commandants and 
subordinate ciril officers of the district, and see tiiat thej aeear- 
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^ nil the relatitres, dependants sni property <tf the Amil, that 
*coiild be found. The foot messen^r, more wise, went on, and de- 
liTeied hia letter to Elriskun Sahae, at Para, on the erening of 
Tuesday the 29th. He ordered his elephant very quietly, and, 
monntingy told the driver to take him to a village on the reld 
to Shajehanpoor. 

On reaching the village about midnight, the driver asked hiiH 
whither he was going — '' I am flying ft&tk my enemies, said 
^* Kiisbun 3ahae; and we must make all haste, or we shall be 
*'' overtaken before we reach the boundary. But, said the drivef^ 
^' my house and family are at Lucknow, and the one wffl be 
'^' pulled to the ground, and the other put into jail, if I Ay mUk 
*'' you." Krishun Sahae drew otiit a pistol, and threatened to 
shoot him if he did not drive on as told, l^hey were near « 
field of sugar-cane, and the driver hedged away towards it, with^- 
•out the Amil*8 perceiving his intention. \^en they got neaf 
the field, the elephant dashed in among the cane, to have 4 
feast ; and the driver, in his ieemin^ eftort to bring him out, 
feU off and disappeared under the high canow The Amil did all 
•he could to get out his elephant; but the animal felt, that he 
^as no longer in danger of severe treatment from above, and had 
•a very comfortable meal before him, in the fine ripe cane, and 
would not move. The |>oor Amil was obliged to descend, and 
•make all possible haste on foot across the border, attended by 
•one servant, who had accompanied him in his flight. The drivei^ 
ran to the village^ and got the people to join him in the pur» 
•suit ef his master, saying, that he was making off with a good 
deal o£ the king's money. With an elephant load of the king*8 
money in prospect, they made all the haste they could ; but the 
|ioor Amil got safely over the border into British territory. 
Tiiey found the elephant dining, very comfortably, on the sugar 
cane. After abusing the driver and all his female relations for 
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Jph ii B iH g tbent v& Oe Vofe oTm liA boofy, Aey poimtted him 
to tek» the ciBpif cfephant to tiie wv Jiml «l UTA^^^yl^ 
Kem 6f all this leaeheii mt canp fait a^faL 

I ooutted to memtStm^ that it BkiaQr% on ^& 27th, m Bqpoot 
hmdhoUer, ef £ke Somhonase trihe^ cm» ti> vf cttip, wift a p». 
t aoti, fegwiling a mortgage ; ami raentHJiied^ that he had m dsiigh-> 
t. - BOW two TMKs of a^ ; that when Ae waa bom lie %at 
cu' in hia Sehis^ aod tibe fiemaZes of tiie fionify pot her into m 
aurc^efi pct^ boned her in the flbor of the apartment, where the 
aictber fajv aad fit a fice over tiie gcaoFe — that he made all haste 
hone« aa aoon aa he heard of the birth of a dau g ht er, remored 
the fire and eardi from the pot, and look ont his diihL She 
waa atin ETUig; but two of her fjngprai which had not heen anf- 
fcientlr covered, were a giood deal bnrat. He had all poaaible 
care taken of her. and she still Gres ; and both he and his wife 
are Terr find <si her. Finifin^ that hm tale interested m^, he 
went hooie fijr the chfTi?; but his Tillage was fiur aS, and he has 
Bot been ^le to ovotake me. He had ^tyen no orders to hsTe 
her preaerved, aa b^ wife waa eon&ied sooner than I^ expected; 
hut the fiimilT took it fiir ^rranfied, tdiafi she was to be destroj- 
«il; aod, in rannin^ home to preaerre her, he acted on the im- 
puLse ijfi the im}aienlL The prai:tiL*e« of destroying female iafimti, 
is ao general amon^ tibis tribe, that a fiimflT commonfy deatrojt 
the daughter, as aoon as bom, when the fiidier is fi^Rn home, 
aod has giren no special orders about it, taking^ it to be Ui 
wia^ aa a nutter of course. Sereral respectable hmdholden af 
th» Chtfohan^ ^likomee, and other tribe of Bagp oot s » were tafting 
to BW jestenhj efmiin^; and as they were connected, hj maw 
tiage, with Sajpoot fiimilies of tibe same and higher daos, in the 
Brttuh terrxtories^ I adted titem,. wbetiier some plan coold not 
he dmaed^ to auppiMS tte evil in Onde^ aa it had been aup- 
laua wii l tton; fir tta f Hiw r< fa it i» wUA psafaaed^ aemed to me to 
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Billy ft Tiatalioii from alcove, for Buck «a all-pervading sin. 
f told me, that there weuld he Ikde di£5culty ia putting 
a thia ayatem, under an hunetat and strong goYemment, that 
id aeeure rights, enforce duties, and protect life and proper- 
aa in the British territories. Atrocious and cruel aa this crime 
a Oude, it is hardlf more ao than that which, not long ago, 
"ailed in France and ether nations of Europe, ^ burying their 
rhtecs, alire, in nunneries^ in order to gratify the same lamily 

b is jiainful to me 1;o Walk out of my tent of an evening; 
I ha^ every day, large crowds seeking recb^ss for grieyous 
ugs» for wMch I see no hope ef redress-^Httien and women, 
> have had their dearest relatives murdered, their houses burnt 
n — ^Uieir whale property taken aWay — ^their lands seised upon — 
r crops destrayed by ruffians residing in the same or neigh- 
ring villages, and actually in the camp of the Amil, without 

slightest fear of being jmnished or made to surrender any 
bion of what they have taken, The government authorities are 

weak, even to enforce the payment of the government de- 
id, luid have not the means to seize or punish offenders of any 
d, if they have the inclination. In some cQstricts they not 
f acquiesce in the depredations of these gangs of robbers, but 

in collusion with their leaders, in order to get their aid in 
liahing defaulters^ or pretended defaulters, among the laadhold^ 
They murder the landholders, and as many as possible of 
ir families ; and, as a reward for their services, the local autho- 
ea make over their lands to them at reduced rates, 
rhe Natim of Sandee Palee told me, on taking leave, that he 
I only two wings of Nujeeb Regiments with lum, one of which 
I fit for some service, and, in consequence, spread over the 
krict on detached duties. The other was with him ; but out of 

five hundred, for which he had to issue monthly pay, he 
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•boald not be able ta get ten men to fallow him on any efller- 
geiiej« !niej ua obliged to court mai conciliate tbe stxong md 
r0eklo88> *tr{io pray n^n tho weak «nd industriouB ; and, in con* 
aeqaencoy become tlespised and detested hj tho people. I feel 
like one momg among a people afflicted with incurable diseaM^ 
who crowd around him in hope, and are eent awaj in despair. 
1 trj to make the local authorities exert themselves in behalf 
of the sufferers ; bat am told, that thej haye already done their 
utmost in Tain — ^that if they seize robbers and murderers, and 
•end them to Lucknow, they are sure to purchase their en- 
largement, and return to wreak their vengeance on them^ and on 
•aU who have aided them in their arrest and conviction — that if 
they attempt 1k> seize one of the larger landholders, who refuses 
to pay the government demand, seizes upon the lands of hii 
weaker neighbours, and murders and robs them indiscriminately, 
he removes across the Ganges, into one of the Hon^ble Company's 
«didtricts, and thence sends his myrmidons, to plunder and ky 
waste the whole country, till he is invited back by a weak and 
'helpless government, upon his own terms — ^that formerly British 
troops were employed, in support of the local authorities^ against 
offenders of this class ; but that, of late years, all such aid and 
support have been withdrawn from the Oude government, whikr 
the offenders find all they require from the subjects and poliev 
authorities of the bordering British districts. 

The country we passed over to-day, between Para and VmA* 
gowa, is a plain, beautifully studded with groves and fine 8olito> 
ry trees, in great perfection. The bandha, or mistle toe, apon 
the mhowa and mango trees, are in full blossom, and add nach 
to their beauty — the soil is good, and the surface, every where, 
capable of tillage, with little labor or outlay ; for the jungle, 
whore it prevails the most, is of grass and the small palas trees — 
butea frondosa — which may be easily uprooted. The whole mahc9 
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^f Oude is, imdeed, Uke a genUeman*! park of the most beautiful 
•deicriptioii, as ifiir as tlie iurfaee of the ground and the foliage 
go. FiTe yearn of good goyemment would make it one of the 
moat beautiful parterres in nature. To plant a large grove, as it 
^oght to be, a Hindoo thinks it necessary to have the following 
4ree8: — 

1 The iMnyaD, or bnrgut. 11 Kytha, feronui ekphaMtmn. 

2 PMpnl, fioua religioM. 42 Kathal, or jack. 

3 Haiigo. IS Moulflaree, ndmisofs dengu 
4 Tmaiiad. ^4 Kuchnar, ba«liniea Tsriegata. 

^ JamuB, eagenia jambolaaa. 15 Keeni, melia asadiraclita. 

<C Belfl^ oratoera marmelos. 16 Bere, fizyphus jujaba. 

7 Pakvr, ficas Tenosa. 17 Hoirse ndish, sahjuna. 

^ Mhowa, baasia latifolia. 18 Sheeshnm, dalbergia nflu 

9 Oula, phyllanthvs emblka. 19 Tooa, adtela toona. 

19 Qoolnr, iicms glomenrta. 20 Chasdui, or nadaL 

Where he can get, or afford to plant, only a small space, he 
must confine himself to the more sacred, and generally mseful, of 
these trees; and they are the handsomest in appearance. No« 
thing can be more beautiful than one of those grotes surrounded 
by fields teeming with rich spring crops, as they are at present; 
ani studded here and there with fine single banyan, peepul, ta- 
marind, mhowa and cotton trees, which, in such positions, attain 
their highest perfection, as if anxious to dispky their greatest 
beanties, where they can be seen to the most adyantage. Each 
tree has there &ee space for its roots, which have ihe advantage 
of the water supplied to the fields around in irrigation, and a 
tne current of air, whose moisture is condensed upon its leaves 
and stems by their cooler temperature, while its carbonic acid 
and ammonia are absorbed and appropriated to their exclusive use. 
Its branches, unincommoded by the proximity of other trees, 

spread out freely, and attain their utmost size and beauty. 

II 
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I may here mention what are the spring crops, which now, in 
a luxuriance, not known for many years from fine falls of rain 
in due season, embellish the surfisu^e, over which we are passing. 

* 

SPBIKO CROPS. 

1 Wheat. 8 Moong^ (pulse.) 

2 Barley. 9 Peas, of three kinds. 

3 Gram. 10 Mustard. 

4 Arahur, of two kinds* (pulse.) 11 Sugar-cane, of six kinds. 

5 Musoor, (pulse.) 12 Koosum, (safflower.) 

6 Alsee, (linseed.) 13 Opium. 

7 Surson, (a species of fine mustard.) 14 Palma chnsti. 

February 1, 1850. — Mahomdee, eleven miles, over a level plain 
of muteear soil, of the bert quality, well supplied with groves 
and single trees of the finest kind; but a good deal of the land 
is out of tillage, and covered with the rank grass, called garur, 
the roots of which form the fragrant khus, for tatties, in the hot 
winds ; and dhak (butea firondosa) jungle. Several villages, through 
and near which we passed, belong to brahmin zumeendars, who 
were driven away, last year, by the rapacity of the contractor, 
Mahomed Hoseyn, a senseless oppressor, who was, this year, su- 
perseded by a very good officer and worthy man, who was 
driven out with disgrace, as described yesterday, while engaged 
in inviting back the absconded cultivators to these deserted vil- 
lages, and providing them with the means of bringing their lands 
again into tillage. Hoseyn Allee had seized and sold all their 
plough bullocks, and other agricultural stock, between the au- 
tumn and spring harvests, together with all tlie spring crops, as 
they became ripe, to make good the increased rate of revenue 
demanded; and they were all turned out beggars, to seek sub- 
flistence, among their relatives and friends, in our bordering dis- 
trict of Shajehanpoor. Tho rank grass and jungle are full of 
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neelgse and deer of all kirnds ; amd the cowherds, who remain to 
^graze theur cattle on the wide plains^ left waste, find it very dif- 
iicult to preserve their small fields of com from their trespass. 
They are said to come in herds of hundreds around these fields 
•during the night, and to be frequently followed by tigers, seve- 
ral of which were kiUed last year, by Captain Heairsey, of the 
^Vontier Felice. Waste lands, more distant irom the great Tarae 
€orest, are free from tigers. 

I had a leng talk with the brahmin communities ef two of 
^hese villages, who had been lately invited back from the Shaje- 
^anpoor district, by Kriskun Sahae, and resettled on their lands. 
They are a mild, sensible, and most respectable body, whom a 
nEiensible ruler would do all, in his power, to protect and encour- 
age; but these are the class of landholders and cultivatcoB whom 
the reckless governors of districts, under the Oude government, 
most grievously oppress. They told me — " that nothing could be 
better than the administration of the Shajehanpoor district by 
the present collector and magisia*ate, Mr. Buller, whom all 
^' classes loved and respected ^ that the whole surface of the 
country was under tillage, and the poorest had as much pro- 
tection as the highest in the land; that the whole district was, 
indeed, a giurden^ But the returns, are they equal to those 
from your lands in Oude ? Nothing like it, sir, they are not 
half as good ; nor can the cultivator afibrd to pay half the rate 
that we pay when lefb to till our lands in peace. And why 
^ is this? Because, sir, ours is sometimes lefb waste to recover 
its powers, as you now see all the land around you, while 
theirs has no rest. But do they not alternate their crops, to 
** relieve the soil? Yes, sir, but this is not enough — ours receive 
** manure from the herds of cattle and deer that graze upon it 
" while fiillow ; and we have greater stores of manure than they 

*' have, to throw over it when we return and resume our labors. 
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'^ We alternate our crops, at the same time, as much as they 
'^ do; and plough and cross plough our lands more. And where 
" would you rather live — ^there, protected as the people are fix>m 
" cill violence, or here, exposed, as you are, to all manner of 
*' outrage and extortion? We would rather live here, sir, if we 
'' could ; aod we were glad to come back. And why ? There 
' the landholders and cultivators are sure that no man will be 
*^ permitted to exact a higher rate of rent or revenue than that 
" which they voluntarily bind themselves to pay during the period 
** of a long lease; while here you are never sure that the terms 
*^ of your lease will be respected for a single season ? That is 
'' all true, sir, but we cannot imderstand the ' aen and kanoon^^ 
** (the rules and regulations) nor should we ever do so ; for we 
" found that our relations, who had been settled there for many 
** generations, were just as ignorant of them as ourselves. Your 
'' courts of justice, (adawluts) are the things we most dread, 
** sir; and we are glad to escape from them as soon as we can, 
*' in spite of all the evils we are exposed to on our return to 
** the place of our birth. It is not the fault of the European 
'* gentlemen, who preside over them, for they are anxious to do, 
" and have justice done, to all ; but, in spite of aU their efforts, 
*' the wrong doer often escapes, and the sufferer is as often 
'* punished." 

" The truth, sir, is seldom told in these courts. There they 
'* think of nothing but the number of witnesses, as if all were 
'* alike ; here, sir, we look to the quality. When a man suffers 
*' wrong, the wrong doer is summoned before the elders, or most 
'' respectable men of his village or clan ; and if he denies the 
'' charge, and refuses redress, he is told to bathe, put his hand 
^* upon the peepul tree, and declare aloud his innocence. If he 
*^ refuses, he is commanded to restore what he has taken, or 
'* make suitable reparation for the injury he has done; and if 
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lie refoBes to flo this, he is piuusked bj the odium of all, and 
has Hfe becomes miserable. A. man dares not, «r, put his 
kand npoa that saered tree and deny the truth — the gods sit 
in it and know all things ; and the offender dreads their ven- 
geance. In your adawluts, air^ men do not tell the truth so 
often as they do among their own tribes, or village communi- 
tiee — ^th^ perjure themselves ifi all manner of ways, without 
shame ot dread; and there are so many mem. about these 
courts, who understand the ^Sules and Begolations,* and are so 
much iuterested in maldiiLg truth appear to be Miehood, antl 
falsehood truth, that no man feels s^re that right will prevail 
in them in any case. The guilty think they have jftst as good 
a <;hance of escape as the innocent. Our relations and Mendfl 
teld us, that all tkis confusion of right and wrong, which be- 
wildered them, arose from the multiplicity of the ^ Bules and 
Segulaiions,* which threw all the powef into the hands ef bad 
men, and left the European gentlemen helpless!" 
" But you know that the crime of murdering female infants, 
which pervades the whole teiritory of Oude, aild brings the 
curse of Gbd upon it> has been suppressed in the British ter- 
ritory, in spite of these ' aens and kanoons ?* True, sir, it his 
been put down in your bordering districts; but the Bajpoot 
families, who reside in them, manage to escape your vigilanoey 
and keep up the evil practice. They interman^ with Bajpoot 
** fimulies in Oude^ and the fem^e infants, bom of the daughters 
" they give in marriage to Oude families, are destroyed in Oude, 
^ without fear or concealment ; while the daughters they receive 
*' in marriage, from Oude families, are sent over the border into 
** Oude, when near their confinement, on the pretence of visiting 
** their relations. If they give birth to boys, they bring them 
*' back with them into your districts; but if they give birth to 
*' girls, they are destroyed in the same manner, and no questions 
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** are ever asked about them. Do you ever eat or drink with 
" Eajpoot parents who destroy their female infants? Never, sir! 
*^ we are brahmins, but we can take water in a brass vessel 
'^ from the hands of a Bajpoot, and we do so when his family 
^' is unstained with this crime ; but nothing would ever tempt 
'' us to drink water, firom the hands of one, who permitted his 
daughters to be murdered. Do you ever eat with the village 
or &mily priest, who has given absolution to parents, who have 
permitted their daughters to be murdered, by eating in the 
room where the murder has been perpetrated ? Never, sir ; we 
abhor him as a participator in the crime ; and nothing would 
** ever induce one of us to eat or associate with him — ^he takes 
'' all the sin upon his own head, by doing so, and is consider- 
ed by us as an outcast from the tribe, and accursed! It is 
they who keep up this fearful usage. Tigers and wolves che- 
rish their offspring, and are better than these Eajpoots, who, 
** out of family or clan pride, destroy theirs. As soon as their 
** wives give birth to sons, they fire off guns, give largely in 
*^ charity, make offerings to shrines, and rejoice in all manner of 
ways ; but when they give birth to poor girls, they bury them 
alive, without pity, and a dead silence prevails in the house; 
it is no wonder, sir, that you say, that the curse of Gh)d is upon 
** the land in which such sins prevail!" 

The quality of testimony, no doubt, like that of every other 
commodity, deteriorates under a system, which renders the good 
of no more value, in exchange^ than the bad. The formality of 
our courts here, as every where else, tends to impair, more or 
less, the quality of what they receive. The simplicity of courts, 
composed of little village communities and elders, tends, on the 
contrary, to improve the quality of the testimony they get ; and 
in India, it is found to be best in the isolated hamlets of hills 
and forests, where men may be made to do almost any thing 
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ratter than tell a lie. A Marhatta pandit, in the valley of the 
Nerbudda, once told me, that it was almost impossible to teach 
a wild Otond of the hiUs and jungles the occasional yaluo of a 
lie! It is the same with the Tharoos and Booksas, who are, almost 
cKclusiveij, the cultivators of the Qude Tarae forest^ and with 
the peasantry ef the Kimmalah chain of mountains, before they 
hare come much in contact with people ef the plains, and be- 
come subject to the jurisdiction of our courts. These courts are, 
e^ery where, our weak paint in the estimation of our subjects ; 
aad th^ should be, every where, simplified to meet the Wants 
and wishes of so simple a people. 

That the lands, under the settled govcfmmeiit 6f the Honol^ 
Me East India Company, are becoming more and more deteriorat- 
ed by over-cropping, is certain; and an Indian Statesman will 
viatorally inquire, what will be the probable consequence to the 
people and the government? To the people, the consequence 
must be, a rise in the price of land prodtice, proportioned to the 
increased cost of producing and bringing to market what is re-- 
^[uired for consumption. The pricO, in the market, mildt always 
be sufficient to cover the cost of producing, and bringing what 
iB required from the poorest tinA. tiiost distant lands, to which 
that market is, at any time, obliged to have recourse for supply ; 
and as these lands deteriorate in their powers of fertility, recourse 
mnsrt be had to lands more distant, or more cost must be in« 
curred in manure, irrigation, &e., to make these, already had re- 
course to, to produce the same quantity, oi^ both, l^e price in 
the market must rise to meet the increased outlay required, or 
that outlay will not be made; and the market cannot be sup« 
plied. 

As men have to pay more for the land produce they require, 
they will have less to lay out in other things ; and as they can- 
not do without the land produce, they must be satisfied with 
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less of other things, till their incomes increase to meet the n^ 
oessity for increased outlay. People will get this increase in pro- 
portion as their labour, services, talents, or acquirements, are more 
or less indispensable to the society ; and the price of other things 
will diminish, as the cost of producing and bringing them to 
market diminishes, with improvements in manufactures, and in tlie 
facilities of transport. No yeiy serious injury to the people of 
our territories is, therefore, to be apprehended from the inevit' 
able deterioration in the natural powers of the soil, nnder our 
settled Government, which gives so much security to life, pro- 
perty and character, and so much encouragement to industry. 

The consequence to the government will be less serious than 
might at first appear. Under a system of limited settlements of 
the land revenue, such as prevail over all our domimons, except 
in Bengal^ the government is, in reality, the landlord ; and our 
land revenue is, in reality, land rent.* We alienate a portion of 
that rent, for limited periods, in favor of those with whom we 
Tnake such settlements, and take all the rest ourselves. On an 
average, perhaps, our government takes one sixth of the gron 
produce of the land; and the persons, with whom the settlements 
are made, take another sixth. The net rent, which the government 
and they divide equally between them, may be taken, on an aver- 



* I believe our GoTemment committed a great political and 90cial 
when it declared all the land to be the property of the lessees; and all 
qneetian reg;arding it to be cognizable by Judicial Courts. It would have been 
better for the people, as well as the Goyemment, had all such questions be« 
left to the Fiscal and Revenue Courts. There is the same regular series of these 
courts, from the Tuhseeldar to the Revenue Sudder Board, as of the Judicul 
Courts, from the Moonsiff to the Judicial Sudder Board; and they are all coa- 
posed of the same class of persons, with the same character and motaves to 
honest exertion. Why force men to run the gauntlet through both series? It 
tends to make the Government to be considered as a rapacious talc gathewr, 
instead of a liberal landlord, which it really is ; and to foster the growth of 
a host of native, pettifogging attorneys, to devour, like white ants, the sab- 
tftanoe of the Undholders of all classes and grades. 
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age, ift sme-tkird ^f tine gross produce ef the land. The coltiYa- 
tor would, I belieye, always be glad to take and cultivate land, 
<oB an average, on condition ef giving one^third ef tke g^ss prb- 
4aee, or the value ef ene4hirdy te be divided between the gov- 
emmrait and its lessee; and the lessee will always ooosider him* 
«elf fortunate if he gets one-half ef tins third, te cover the risk 
and eost ef management. 

Where the soil of a particular village, in a distrid^ deteriorates^ 

an immediate zeduction in the assessment mudt bo gitea, or the 

lands will be deserted. If the government does not consent t^ 

«uch a reduction, the lessee must sustain the whole burthen^ fbr 

ho -cannot shift it off upon the adtivatere^ without driving them 

^m the lands. The lessee may sustain the whole burth^i for 

one or two years ; but if the officers of government attempt to 

waako him sustain it longer, they drive him afber his cultivators^ 

and the land is left waste. I have seen numerous estates of 

villages and some districts made waste by such attempts in In« 

dia. I have seen land, in such estates, which, when unexhausted^ 

jielded,^ oft an average, twelve returns of the seed, without eith^ 

■laiuxre or irrigation, and paid a rent of twenty shillings an acre^ 

become so exhausted, by oveivcropping, in a few years, as to yield 

anly three ixe four returns, and unable to pay four shillings an 

acre — ^indeed, unable to pay any rent at all» The cultivator, hf 

4egreeSf ceases to sow the more exhausting and profitable C10p8> 

and is, at last, obliged to have recourse to manure, or desert 

kiB land altogether; but no manure will enable him to get tho 

aame quantity of produce as he got before, while, what he gets 

Bella at the same rate in the market.*' He can, therefore, no 

longer pay the same rate of rent to government and its lessee. 

He has got a less quantity of produce, and it has cost him 

much more to raise it, while it continues to sell at the flttmo 
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But when the lands of a whole country, or a large extent of 
country, deteriorate in the same manner, and all cultivators are 
obliged to do the same thing, the price of land produce must 
rise in the markets, so as to pay the additional costs of supply. 
All but the poorest and most distant, to which these markets 
must have recourse for supply, at any particular time, will paj 
rent, and pay it, at a rate, proportioned to their greater fertOitj, 
or nearer proximity to the markets. Such markets must pay, for 
land produce, a price sufficient to cover the costs of producing 
and bringing it from the poorest and most distant lands, to 
which they are obliged, at any particular time, to have recourse for 
supply. All land produce of the same quality must, at the same 
time and place, sell in the market at the same price; and aU that 
is over and above the cost of producing and bringing it to market 
will go to the proprietors of the land, that is, to the government 
and its lessees. The poorest and most distant land, to which anj 
market may have recourse, at any particular time, may pay no rent, 
because the price is no more than sufficient to pay the cost of pro- 
ducing and bringing their supply to that market ; but all that is 
less poor and distant, will pay rent, because the price, which 
their produce brings in that market, will be more than suffi- 
cient to pay the cost of producing and bringing their supply to 
that market. 

The increase in the price of land produce, which must take place, 
as the lands become generally exhausted by over-cropping, will, pro- 
bably, prevent any great falling off in the money rate of rents and 
revenues, &om the land in our Indian possessions ; and with the im- 
provements in manufactures, and in the facilities of transport, which 
must tend to reduce the price of other articles, that money will pur- 
chase more of them in the market ; and the establishments, which 
have to be maintained out of these rents and revenues, may not be- 
come more costly. Government and its lessees may have the same 
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incomes in numej, and the greater prioe they and their establish- 
' nif^ts are obliged to pay for land produce, may be compensated by 
the lesser price they will have to pay for other things. 

As &ciliides for irrigation are extended and improred in wells 
y^«nd canals, new elements of fertility will be supplied to the surface, 
\^ the soluble salts, contained in their waters. The well waters will 
%ring these salts from great depths, and the can^ waters will col- 
iect tiiem as they flow along, or percolate through, the earth ; and as 
^kef rise, by eapillary attraction, they will convey them to the sur- 
face, where they are required for tillage. The atmosphere, in water, 
junmonia and carbonic acid gas, will continue to supply plants with 
the oxygen, hydregen, nitrogen and carbon, which they require from 
it ; and judicious selection and supply of manure will provide the 
4Kul with those elements, in which it happens to be deficient. Peace, 
4MCurity, instruction, and a due encouragement to industry, will, it 
nay be « hoped, secure te the people all that they require from our 
Oovemment, and to our Gbvemment all that it can lisurly require 
firom the people. 

The soil of Mahomdee is as fine as that of any part of Oude 
that I have seen ; and the soil of Oude, generally, is equal to the 
best that I have seen in any part of India. It is all of the kinds 
^bove described — muteear (argillaceous), doomuteea (l^S^Oi thoor 
(sandy), and oosur (barren), as far as I have seen> In some parts, 
the ntuteear is more productive than in others; and the same nuQr 
be 4^id of all the other denominations of soil. In the poorer parts 
of the muteear, the stiff clay, devoid of decayed vegetable and ani- 
mal matter, seems to superabound, as the sand docs in the lightest 
or poorest portions of the soil, called doomuteea, which runs into 
bhoor. The oosur, or soil rendered unproductive by a superabund- 
ance of substances, not suitable to the growth of plants, seems to be 
' Gomnum to both kinds. In all soils, except the oosur, fine trees 

grow, and good crops are produced under good tillage ; but in the 

i2 
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muteear, the outlay to produce them is the least. It ifl an enror to 
suppooe, that a aoil, even of pure saad, must be absolutely beivai. 
Quartz-sand commonly contains some of the inorganic fiubBtanoet 
necessary to plants, silica, lime, potash, alumina, oxide of iron, mag- 
nesia, &G. :&c., and they are xendered soluble, and fit for ,tbe use of 
plants, by atmospheric air and water, impregnated with oarbow 
acid gas, las all water is more or less. The only thing le^ vmd 
from the hmi of man, besides water, to render them cuUivaible, is 
vegetable .cr animal substances, to supply them, as they decay, or jd»- 
compose, with organic acids. 

The late Hakeem Mehndee took the contract of the Maliomdee 
district, as already stated, in the year A. D. 1804, when it wm 
in its present bad state, at 8,11,000 rupees a year; and be held 
it tfil the year 1819, or for sixteen years. He had been em- 
ployed in the Azimgurh district, under Boo Alice Hakeem, the 
contractor; and during the negociations for the transfer of tliat 
district, with the other territories to the British GoTemment, 
which took place in 1801, he lost his place, and returned to 
Lucknow, where he paid his court to the then Dewan, or Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, who offered him the contract of the 
Mahomdee district, at three lakhs and eleven thousand mpeee a 
year, on condition of his depositing, in the Treasury, a seeaiity 
bond for thirty-two thousand rupees. There had been a liaason 
between him and a beautiful dancing girl, named Peeajoo, who 
had saved a good deal of money. She advanced the money,^ and 
Hakeem Mehndee deposited the bond, and got the contract. The 
greater part of the district was then, as now, a waste ; and did not 
yield more than enough to cover the government demand, gra- 
tuities to courtiers, and cost of management. The Hakeem r^ 
mained to support his influence at Court, while his brother, Hadee 
Allee Khan, resided at Mahomdee, and managed the diatiict. 
The Hakeem and his &ir Mend were married, and lived barfly 
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togMum iall k«r death, whiek teok place before that of her hua- 
. ♦ 

Iwad, while aiie was ok a pilgrimage to Mecca. While she lived, 
heJvmgidi. mo otler women; but on her death he took to him- 
self an«tfaer, who mimyed him; but he had no child by either. 
Sis vaat property was left to Monowuivood Bowlak, the only son 
^ his brother, EEadee Allee Khan, and to his widow and de- 
.pendaots. The district itnproTod rapidly nnder the care of the 
4wo brothers; and, in a few years, yielded them about seren 
Jl^khs of rqpeee e year. The govemmeBt -denoand increased with 
.ike rent rail ,to the extent of four lakhs of rupees a year. This 
4eft a large income for Hakeem Mehndee and his family, who 
JubI niade the district a garden, and gained the unirersal lespect 
-Bmi .affectipn of the people. 

In the year 1807., Hakeem Mehndee added, to the contract of 
Mahomdec^ that of the adjoining district of Khyrabad, at five lakhs 
.of rupiees m J^it^^ making his contract nine lakhs. In 1816 he 
added the contract for the Bahraetch district, at seyen lakhs and 
«eyeviiy-fiye thousand; but he resigned this in 1819, after having 
kyeld it for two years, with no great credit to himself. In 1819 
he lort tihe <ioata»ct for Makomdee and lUiyrabad, from the jea- 
Isusy of the prime minister, Aga Meer. In April 1818, the Gk)- 
ysmor-Gteneral, the Marquess of Hastings, passed through his 
fistrict of Khyrabad, on his way to the Tarae forest, on a sport'i 
ing excursion, ai!^ the Marhatta war. Hakeem Mehndee attend- 
ed him during this excursion, and the Governor-General was so 
miidk pleased with Jpis attentions, courteous manners, and sport- 
ing propensities, and treated him with so much consideration and 
kindness, that the minister took the alarm, and determined to get 
rid of so formidable a rival. He, in consequence, made the most of 
the charge, preferred against him, of the murder of Amur Sing ; 
and demanded an increase of five lakhs of rupees a year, or 
fourteen Ift kh ^ of rupees a year, instead of nine. This Hakeem 



70 DIARY OF A T017B THROUGH OUDB. 

Mehndee would not consent to give ; ofid Shekb Imam Bitkeh 
WB8, in 1819, sent to Buperaeile him, as a tsnjparaiy amugc- 
nent. ■ - ■ '. 

In 1820, Poonm Dhim and Gov-urdhto Daas, mendiftnts of 
Lucknow, took the contract of tliu two disfricta at twelve kkbs 
c{ rupees a ye&i-, or an increase of three lakhs ; and &om Uut 
time, under a system of rack renting, them districts ham beeo 
Jailing o£f. Mahomdee is now in a worse state than Kl^nhi^ 
because it has had the bad luck to get a worse set of eontraetofs. 
Hskeem Mehndee retued with his family, fint to ShajehaiqMiqr, 
and then to Futtehgurh, on the Ganges, and resided thet^ with 
bis fknily, till June 1830, when he was invited back bj Nns- 
seerK>d Deen Hyder, to asBume the office of prime miniate. He 
beld the ofGce till August 1832, when be was removed hj tho 
intrigues of the Kumboos, Taj-od Seen Hoseyu, and Sobhaa ADes 
Khan, who persuaded the king, that he was trying to get Iuib 
lemoved &om the throne, by reporting to the British GoTenun«tt 
the murder of some femsles, which had, it is said, aetuaUy taken 
' place in the palace. Hakeem Mehndee was invited from bis re- 
tirement by Mahomed Ailee Shah, and again appointed ministsr 
in 1837 ; hut he died three months after, on the 24th of De- 
cember, 1837. 

Ihiring the thirty yean that have elapsed, since Hakeem Mehn- 
dee lost the contract of Mahomdee, there have been wf less than 
seventeen governors, fifteen of whom have been contractors ; and 
the district has graduaUy declined from what it wavv^pfc^ be 
left it, to what it was when he took it — that ia fitkfi '* reut 
roll of seven lakhs of rupees a year, under which all ibe people 
were happy and prosperous, to one of three, undo? wHick alt the ' 
people are wretehed. The manager, Krisbun Sohae, who Itas bem 
treated as already described, would, in a few years, baira bade 
it what it was when the Hakeem left it, had he bera rndfl to 



MARY OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDE. 71 

feel seeure in Idi tenure <^ office, and properly encouraged and 
«upp«ited. He kad, in the tkree raontks he had charge, invited 
back from •ur IborderiRg districts, hundreds of the best classes of 
iandholden and cultivators, who had been driven off hj the ra- 
fMicity af Us predecessor, re-established them in their villages, and 
•aet them to work in good spirit, to restore the lands which had 
iain waste from the time they deserted them ; and induced hun- 
4lredB to convert to sugar-cane cultivation, the lands which they 
liad destined for humbler crops, in tke assurance of the security, 
^vkich tkey werre to enjoy under his rule. The one class tells 
me, thej must suspend all labours upon the WBsite lands till they 
can learn the character of his successor; and the other, that 
they must content themselves with the humbler crops till they 
can see whether the richer and more costly ones will be safe 
from his grasp, or that of the agents, whom he may employ to 
manage the district for him. No man is safe, for a moment, un- 
der such a government, either in his person, his character, his 
office, or his possessions ; and with such a feeling of insecurity 
among aH classes, it is impossible for a country to prosper.* 

I may here mention one among the numerous causes of the 
decline of the district. The contract for it was held for a year 
and half^ in A. D. 1847-48, by Ahmed Allee. Feeling insecure 
in his tenure of office, he wanted to make, as much as possible^ 
out of things as they were, and resumed Guhooa, a small rent 
free viUage, yieldmg four hundred rupees a year, held by Baha- 
dur Sing, the tallookdar of Peepareea, who resides at Pursur. 
He had irecourse to the usual mode of indiscriminate murder and 
plunder, to reduce Ahmed Allee to tcnns. At the same time, he 
resumed thb small village of Kombee, yielding three hundred ru- 



* Krishsn Sabae lias been restored, but does not feel secure in hia tenure 
of offiqe. 
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pees a year, held rent free by Bhoder Sing, tallookdar of Mag- 
dapoor, who resided in Koombee; and, in consequence, he united 
his band of marauders to that of Bahadur Sing; and together 
they plundered, and burnt to the ground, some dozen Tillagefl, 
and laid waste the purgunnah of Peepareea, which had yielded to 
government twenty-five thousand rupees a year, and contained the 
sites of one hundred and eight villages, of which, however, only 
twenty-five were occupied. During the greater part of the time 
that these depredations were going on, the two rebels resided in 
our bordering district of Shajehanpoor, whence they directed the 
whole. Urgent remonstrances were addressed to the magistrate 
of that district, but he required judicial proof of their participa- 
tion in the crimes, that were committed by their foUowera, upon 
the innocent and unoffending peasantry; and no proof, that the 
contractor could furnish, being deemed sufficient, he was obliged 
to consent to restore the rent free villages. The lands they made 
waste, still remain so, and pay no revenue to government. 

Saadut Allee Khan, (who died in 1814,) when sovereign of Oude, 
was fond of this place, and used to reside here for many montha 
every year. He made a garden, about a mile to the east of tiie 
town, upon a fine open plain of good soil, and planted an ave- 
nue of fine trees all the way. The trees are now in perfectioiiy 
but the garden has been neglected ; and the bungalow, in the 
centre, in which he resided, is an entire ruin. He kept a large 
establishment of men and cattle, for which sixty thousand rupees 
a year, were regularly charged in the accounts of the manager 
of the district, through his reign and those of Ohazee-od Dera, 
Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, Mahomed Allee Shah and Amjud Allee 
Shah, and the first year of the reign of his present mqesty, 
Wajid Allee Shah; though, with the exception of two bullocks 
and two gardeners, the cattle had all disappeared, and the ser- 
Tants been all discharged some thiriy years before. 
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li Ootober last, when six guns were required firom the great 
pftpk of artillery at Lucknow, to be sent out oa detached duty, 
witk the Oungoor Eegiment, an inspection of the ^draft bullocks 
took .place, and it was found, that the Court favorite^ who had 
chai^ of the park, kad made aws^ with no less than one thou- 
sand aeyen hundred and thirty of them, imd only twenty could 
he found to take the guns. He had been charging for the 
€ood of these one thousand se^en hundred and thirfy for a long 
•series of years. On mentioning this fact to a late minister, he 
told me of two £M;ta, within his own knowledge, iUustratiye of 
i^hese sort of charges. This «ame Court favorite, in the xeign of 
J^uaeer-od Deen Hyder, in 1835, received charge of sixteen bul*- 
iocks, of surpassing beauty, which had been presented to the 
Jung, and he was allowed to draw, from the Treasury, a rupee a 
Jiay, ibr the food of each bullock. In the reign of Mahomed 
AQee Shah, his prudent successor, a muster of all the bullocks 
vas called fbr, and Ghalib Jung, to whom the muster was en- 
trusted, to spite the &vorite, called for these sixteen bullocka. 
The &T(»E!(te had disposed of them, though he continued to draw 
the allowance; and, to supply their place, he sent to the bazar 
and seized aixteen of the bullocks, which had that day brought 
com to market. They were presented to Ohalib Jung for mus- 
ter« He pretended to be very angry, declared that it was di»- 
grace&d to keep such poor creatures on the king's establishment, 
and still more so to charge a rupee a day for the food of each ; 
and ordered them to be sold, forthwith, by auction. Soon after 
they had been sold, the poor men, to whom they belonged, came 
up to claim them, but could never get either the bullocks or 
their price ; nor could the favourite ever be persuaded to refund any 
portion of the money he had drawn for the sixteen he had sold.* 

* The fryorite, in both these cases^ was Anjum-od Dowhih. 
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In the early part of the reign of Ghazee-od Deen Hyder, a 
fine dog, from the Himmalah hills, was presented to him, and 
made over to the charge of one of the favorites, who drew a 
rupee a day for his food. Soon after His Majesty became ill and 
very irritable; and one day complained much of this dog's bark- 
ing. He was told, that the only way to silence a dog of this 
description was, to give him a seer of conserve of roses, to eat 
every day, and a bottle of rose water to drink. His Majesty 
ordered them to be given forthwith; and his repose was never 
afler disturbed by the dog's barking. A rupee a day continued 
to be drawn, for these things, for the dog, for the rest of the 
long reign of Ghazee-ed Deen Hyder, and through that of hii 
successor, Nuseer-od Deen, which lasted for ten years, and ended 
in 1837, though the animal had died soon after the order for 
these things was given, or in 1816; and he believed it continu- 
ed to be drawn up to the present day. 

The cantonment at Mahomdee stands between this garden of 
ISaadut Alice's and the town, and this is the best site for any 
civil or military establishments, that may be required at Mahom- 
dee. The Nazims usually reside in the fort in the town. 

Fehruary 2, 1850. — Halted at Mahomdee. The spring crops 
around the town are very fine, and the place is considered to 
be very healthy. There is, however, some peculiarity in the soil, 
opposed to the growth of the poppy. The cultivators tell me, 
that they have often tried it ; that it is stinted in growth, what- 
ever care be taken of it, and yields but little juice, and that 
of bad quality; though it attains perfection in the Shahabad and 
otheir districts around. The doomuteea soil is here esteemed bet- 
ter tlian the muteear, though it requires more labour in the 
tillage. It is said that mote and maah^ two pulses, do not thrire 
in the muteear soil so well as in the doomuteea. 

Mbntary 3, 1850. — Foknapoor, eight miles. We crossed tia 
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Ooomtee about midway, over a bridge of boats that had been 
prepared for ua. The boats come up the river thus fkr for tim- 
^r, and were detained for the occasion. The stream is here 
narrow, and said to flow from a basin, (the phoola talao) in the 
Tarae forest, some fifty miles to the ^orth, at Madhoo Tanda. 
There is some tillage on the verge of the stream on the other 
«ide; but from the river to our tents, four miles, there is none. 
The country is level and well studded with groves and fine sin- 
'gle trees, bur, peepul, mhowa, mango, Ac, but covered with rank 
-grass. Near the river is a belt of the sakhoo and other forest 
:trees, with underwood, in which tigers lodge and prey upon the 
-deer, which cover the grass plain ; and frequently upon the bril- 
4ocks, which are grazed upon it in great numbers. Several bul- 
locks have been killed and eaten by them within the last few 
^ays ; and an old iakeer, wlio has, for some months, taken up his 
lodging on this side the river, imder a peepul tree, in a straw 
liut, just big enough to hold him, told us, that he frequently 
saw them come down to drink, in the stream, near his lodging. 
We saw a great many deer in passing, but no tigers. The soil, 
near the river, is sandy, and the ground imeven, l)ut still cultiv- 
able; and on this side of the sandy belt, it is all level and of 
the best kind of doomuteea. Our tents are in a fine grove of 
mango trees, in the midst of a waste, hut level and eictensive, 
plain of this soil, not a rood of which is unfit for the plough, 
x)T incapable of yielding crops of the finest quality. It is capable 
of being made, in two or three years, a heautiful garden. 

The single trees, which are scattered all over it, have been 
shorn of their leaves and small branches, by the cowherds, for 
their cattle ; but they would aU soon clothe themselves again 
under protection. The groves are sufficiently numerous, to furnish 
sites for the villages and hamlets required. AU the large sakhoo 

trees have been cut down and taken away on the ground we 

k2 
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have come over, which is too near the river for them to be 
permitted to attain full size. Not an acre or a foot of the land 
is oosur, or unfit for tillage. Poknapoor is in the estate of 
Etowa, which forms part of the pergunnah of Peepareea, to which 
Bahadur Sing, the person ahove described, lays claim. He holds 
a few villages round his residence at Pursur; but the pergon- 
nah is under the management of a government officer, under the 
Amil of Mahomdee. The Bajah, Sjui Ashruf AUee Khan, of 
Mahomdee, claims a kind of suzerainty over all the district, and 
over this pergunnah of Peepareea among the rest. From all 
the villages, tilled and peopled, he is permitted to levy, an in- 
come for himself, at the rate of two rupees a village. This the 
people pay with some reluctance, though they recognize faiB 
right. 

The zumeendars of Poknapoor are Kunojee brahmins, who 
tell me, that they can do almost every thing in hushandry, save 
holding their own ploughs — ^they can drive their own hanows 
and carts, reap their own crops, and winnow and tread out their 
own com; but if they once condescend to hold their oum plau^hi, 
they sink in grade, and have to pay twice as much, as they now 
pay, for virives for their sons, from the same fEunilies, and take half 
of what they now take for their daughters fix)m the same fiuni- 
lies, into which they now many them. They have, they say, 
been settled in these pergunnahs, north-east of the GhK)mtee river, 
for fifty-two generations, as farmers and cultivators ; and their 
relatives, who still remain at Aslamabad, a village one kosa south- 
east of Mahomdee, which was the first abode of the tribe in 
Oude, have been settled there for no less than eighty-four gene- 
rations. They form village communities, dividing the lands among 
the several members, and paying, over and above the government 
demand, a liberal allowance to the head of the village and of 
the family settled in it, to maiutoia Iiis respectability, and to 
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cover the risk and cost of x&anagement, either in kind, in money, 
«or in an extra share of the land. 

The lands of Poknapoor are all divided into two equal shares, 
«one held hj JDewan, and the other bjr B(Mnn(ah, who were both 
4imong the people with whom I conversed. Teekaram, who has a 
share in Dewan's half, mentioned, that about thirteen years ago, 
4he Amil, Ehwaja Mahmood, wanted to increase the rate of the 
^vemment demand on the village, from the four hundred, which 
4ihey had long paid, to four hundred and fifty — ^that they refused 
to pay, and Hindoo Sing, the Bajpoot tallookdar of Behreea, one 
koaa east of Poknapoor, offered to take the lease at four hun- 
•dred and fifty, and got it. They refused to pay, and he, at the 
head of his gang of armed followers, attacked, plundered and 
burnt down the village, and killed his, Teekaram's, brother, 
CKrdharee, with his two sons ; and inflicted three severe cuts, of a 
49abre, on the right arm of his wife, who is now a widow among 
them. !ffindoo Sing's object was, to make this village a perma- 
nent addition to his estate; but, to his surprise, the Burbar 
took serious notice ef the outrage, and he fled into the Shaje- 
hanpoor district, where he was seized by the magistrate, Mr. 
Bullec, and made over to the Oude authorities for trial. He 
purchased his escape from them in the usual way; but soon 
after offered to surrender, to the collector, Aboo Torab Eban, 
on condition ef pardon for all past offences. 

The collector begged the brahmins to consent to pardon Urn. 
for the murders, on condition of getting, from Hindoo Sing, some 
fifty beeghas of land, out of his share in Behreea. They said 
iliey would not consent to take five times the quantiiy of the 
land mnong such a turbulent set; but should be glad to get a 
smaller quantity, rent free, in their own village, for the widow of 
Oirdharee. The collector gave them twenty-five beeghas, or ten 
funres, in Poknapoor; and this land Teekaram still holds, and out 
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of the produce, Bupports the poor widow. A razeenamah, or par- 
don, was given by the family; and Hindoo Sing has, ever since, 
lived in peace upon his estate. The lease of^ the village was res- 
tored to the brahmin family, at the reduced rate of two hun- 
dred and fifty; but soon after raised to four hundred, and again 
reduced to two hundred and fifty, after the devastation of Baha- 
dur Sing and Bhoder Sing. 

These industrious and unoffending brahmins say, that since 
these Eajpoot landholders came among them, many generations 
ago, there has never been any peace in the district, except dur- 
ing the time that Hakeem Mehndee held the contract, when the 
whole plain, that now lies waste, became a beautiM chwnmun 
{parterre) — ^that since his removal, as before his appointment, all 
has been confusion — ^that the Eajpoot landholders are always quar- 
relling, either among themselves, or with the Jocal govemmeDt 
authorities; and, whatever be the nature or the cause of quarrel, 
they always plunder and murder, indiscriminately, the unoffending 
communities of the villages around, in order to reduce these au- 
thorities to their terms — ^that when these Sajpoot landholders 
leave them in peace, the contractors seize the opportunity to in- 
crease the government demand, and bring among them the king's 
troops, who plunder them just as much as the rebel landholders, 
though they do not often murder them in the same reckless 
manner. They told me, that the hundreds of their relatives, who 
had gone off during the disorders, and taken lands, or found 
employment in our bordering districts, would be glad to x^tum 
to their old lands, groves and trees, in Oude, if they saw the 
slightest chance of protection ; and the country would soon become 
again the beautiful parterre, which Hakeem Mehndee left it thirty 
years ago, instead of the wilderness, in which they were now so 
wretched — ^that they ventured to cultivate small patches, here and 
there, not fSsv from each other, but were obliged to raise plat- 
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fornis, upon high poles, in every field, and sit upon them all 
night, calling out to each other, in a loud Toice, to keep up 
their spirits, and frighten off the deer which swarmed upon the 
^rass plain, and would destroy the whole of the crops, in one 
night, if left unprotected — ^that they were obliged to collect large 
piles of wood around eack jdatform, and keep them burning all 
night, te prevent the tigers from carrying off the men who sat 
supon them — ^that tkeir Kves were wretched amidst this continual 
idread of man and beast ; but the soil and climate were good, 
iund the trees and groves, planted by their forefathers, were still 
standing and dear to them; and they hoped, now that the Be* 
«ident had come among them, to receive, at no distant day, the 
protection they required. This alone is required, to render this 
the most beautifril portion of Oude, and Oudo the most beaoti- 
fiil portion of India. 

February 4, 1860. — Gtokumatk, tlrirteen nules, north-east, over a 
level plain of the same fine muteear soil, here and there running 
into doomuteea and bhoor, but in no case into oosur. The first 
two miles, over the grass plain, and the next four, through a 
helt of forest trees, with rank grass and underwood, abounding 
in game of all kinds, and infested by tigers. Bullocks are often 
taken by them, but men seldom. The sal, alias sakhoo, trees are 
here stinted, gnarled and ugly, while, in tbe Tarae forest, they 
are straight, lofty and beautiful. The reason is, that beyond the 
forest their leaves are stripped off and sold for plates. They are 
<»pried to distant towns, and stored up, for long periods, to form 
breakfSut and dinner plates; and the people, in the country, use 
fcardly any thing else. Plates are formed of them, by sewing 
several together, when required ; and they become as pliable as lea- 
ther, even after being kept for a year or more, by having a 
little water sprinkled over them. They are long, wide and tough, 
and well suited to the purpose. All kinds of food are put upon 
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them, and served up to the family and guests. T?he cattle do 
not eat them, as thej do leaves of the peepul, bur, neem, &c, 
4&C. The sakhoo, when not preserved, is cut down, when young, 
for beams, rafters, &c. &c. required in building. In the Tarae 
forest, the proprietors of the lands, on which they stand, preserve 
them till they attain maturity, for sale to the people of the 
plains ; and they are taken down the G-hagra and other riven, 
that flow through the forest, to the Gtmges ; and vast niunben 
are sold in the Calcutta market. The fine tall sakhoos, in the 
Tarae forest, are called "sayer;" the knotted, stinted and crook- 
ed sakhoos, beyond the forest, are called ^'khohurs." 

There are but few teak (or sagwun) trees in this part of the 
Tarae forest. The country is, every where, studded with the same 
fine groves and single trees, and requires only tillage to become a 
garden. From the belt of jungle to our camp at GokiuTiath, seven 
miles, the road runs over an open grass plain, with here and 
there a field of cohl The sites of villages are numerous, but 
few of them are occupied at present. All are said to have been 
in a flourishing state, and filled by a happy peasantry, when 
Hakeem Mehndee lost the government. Since that time these 
villages and hamlets have diminished, by degrees, in proportion as 
the rapacity of the contractors, and the turbulence of the Baj- 
poot landholders, have increased. 

The first village we passed through, after emerging fipom the 
belt of jungle, was Pureylee, which is held and occupied by a 
large family of cultivating proprietors, of the Koormee caste. Up 
to the year 1847, it had, for many years, been in a good con- 
dition, and paid a revenue of two thousand rupees a year to 
government. In that year Ahmud Allee, the collector, denuinded 
a thousand more. They could not pay this : and he sold all 
their bullocks and other stock to make up the demand. The 
lands became waste as usual; and Lonee Sing, of Mitholee^ 
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offered the neit contractor one thousand rupees a year for the 
lease, and got it. The village has now been permanantlj ab- 
sorbed in his estate in the usual way 9 and, as the Eoormees 
are a peaceful body, they have quietly acquiesced in the arrange- 
ment, and get all the aid they requiro from their new landlord. 
Before this time they had held their lands, as proprietors, direct- 
ly under goyemment. From allodial* proprietors they are become 

feudal tenants, «nder a powerful Eajpoot chief. 

*--- — " — • — ■ — — ' — "- - ■ 1 — - — 

* By aUoduJ^ I meaii^ lands held in .proprietarj light, immediately nnder the 
<«rown, but liable to the land tai. 
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Lonee Sing, who visited me yesterday afternoon, with a res* 
pectable train, has, in this and other ways, less creditabloi in* 
creased his estate of JiiBtholee^ firom a rent roll of forty, to one 
of one hundred and fifty thousand rupees a year, out of which 
he pays fifty thousand to government ; and he is considered one 
of its best subjects. He is, as above stated, of the Ahbun Saj- 
poot clan, and a shrewd and energetic man. The estate was 
divided into six shares. It had formed one under Bajah Davey 
Sing, whose only brother, Bhujun Sing, lived imited with him, and 
took what he chose to give him for his own subsistence and that 
of his family. Davey Sing died without issue, leaving the whole 
estate to his brother, Bhujun Sing, who had two sons, Ihil Sing 
and Maun Sing, among whom he divided the estate.* Dul Sing 
had six sons, but Maun Sing had none. He, however, adopted 
Bhowanee Sing, to whom he left hia portion of the estate. Dul 
Sing's share became subdivided among his six sons, but Khunjun 
Sing, the son of his eldest son, when he became head of the 
family, got together a large force, with some guns, and made 
use of it, in the usual way, by seizing upon the lands of his 
weaker neighbours. He attacked his nephew, Bhowanee Sing, 
and took all his lands ; and got, on one pretence or another, the 
greater part of those of his other relatives. 

He died without issue, leaving his possessions, and militaiy 

^ - 

* Mitholee contains the sites of one thousand four hundred and eightj-iU 
'Tillages^ only one-third of which are now occupied. 
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Torce, to Lonfee Sing, his brother, who coHtinued to pursue the 
•same course. In 1847 he, with one thoasaHd armed men, and 
five guns, attacked his cousiu, Monnoo Sing, of Mohlfee, the 
head of the femily of the fourth son of Bid Sing, killM four 
'and wormded two persons ; and, in collusion with the local goT- 
^emor, seized npon all his estate. Redress was sought f6r in 
Tain; and, as I was passing near, Monnoo Sing, imd his bro- 
ther Chotee Sing, came to me at Mahomde6 to complain. Mon- 
noo Sing remained behind sick, at Mahomdee, but Chotee Sing 
followed m6 on. He rode on horseback behind mj elephant, and 
I made him g^ve me the history of his family as I went along, 
«id told him to prepare for m6 a genealogical table, and an 
account of the mode in which Lone6 Sing had usurped the dif- 
ferent estates of the other nlembers of the family. This he gave 
to me on the road between Pokniipoor and Gokumath, by one 
of his belted attendants, who, after handing it up to me on the 
elephant, ran along tmder the hose of Eajah Bukhtawiir Sing's 
fine chestnut horse, without saying a word. 

I asked the Eajah whether he knew Lonee Sing — " Yes, said he, 
every body knows him — ^he is one of the ablest, best, and moat 
substantial men in Oude ; and he keeps his estate in excellent 
order, and is respected by all people. Except his owH relations, 
said the belted attendant— these he robs of all they have, and no 
body interposes to protect them*, because he has become wealthy, 
** and they have become poor! My good fellow, Said the Eajah, 
•* he has only taken what they knew not how to hold, and with the 
** sanction of the king's servants. Yes, replied the man, he has got 
*' the sanction of the king's servants, no doubt, and ally one, wko 
" can pay for it, may get that now-a-days, to rob others of the 
■* king's subjects. Has not Lonee Sing robbed all his cousins of 
** their estates, and added them to his own, and thereby got the 

*' means of bribing the king's servants, to let him do what he likes. 

l2 
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" What, said the Bajah, with some asperity, should you, a mere 
" soldier, know about State affairs? Do you suppose, that all the 
members of any family can be equal? Must there not be a head 
to all families, to keep the rest in order? Nothing goes on well 
" in £GunHies or governments where all lure equal, and there is no 
*' head to guide; and the head must have the metms to guide the 
'' rest. True, said the belted attendant, all can't be equal in the 
'^ rule of States ; but in questions of private right, between inditi* 
*' duals and subjects, the case is different; and the ruler should 
" give to every one his due, and prevent the strong from robbing 
** the weak. I have five fingers in my hand— they serve me, and I 
*^ treat them all alike. I do not let one destroy or molest the 
*' other. I tell you, said the Bajah, with increasing asperity, i^t 
'' there must be heads of families, as well as heads of States, or ail 
'' would be confusion ; and Lonee Sing is right in all that he has 
** done— don*t you see what a state his district is in, now tiiat h« 
*' has taken the management of the whole upon himself? I dare sat, 
*^ all the waste that we see around us, has arisen from the want 
'' of such heads of fSunilies. You know, said the man, that this waste 
has been caused by the oppression of the king's officers, and their 
disorderly and useless troops; and the strong striving to de^ 
" prive the weak of their rights." 

*' Xou know nothing about these matters, said the Bajah, still 
" mgpce angrily — ^the wise and strong are every where striving to 
*' BiiAd^e the weak and ignorant, in order, that they may manage, 
** nrh^ ibej hold, better than they can — don't you see how the Bri- 
*' tjah Gevenunent are going on, taking country after country, year 
*^ fS^ jeafPf in order to manage them better than they were ma- 
^ naged under others; and don't you see how these countries 
^' thrive under their strong and just government ? Do you tiunk 
*^ tbfijb Gbd would permit them to go on, as they do, unless He 
^ tbaqght; tbajk jit was for the good of the people who come nader 
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•* theit rule?" Turning to me, the Aajak continued—" When I was 
'** one day riding over the country with Colonel Low, the then Be- 
*^ sident, as I fcow ride with you, bit, he said, with a sigh — * in this 
country of Dude what darkness prevails ! No one seems to rei- 
pect th^ right of anbther ; and ^very bhe appears to he graspih^ 
at the possessions of his neighbour, without any fedr of G-od or 
the king!' l?rue, sii*, said I, but do you hot see, that it is the 
^ neeesshiy Order 6f tMngs, and ibust be ordained by Providence. 
"^^ Is not y6tir dovetnmeht gbihg on, taking country after country, 
** and benefitting aH it takes? And will hot Providence prosper 
"** thcJir undertakings as leng as they do so P — ^the moment they 
"** eoihe to a stand, all will be confusion — sovereigns cannot stand 
'*' still, sir ', the moiheht ihisir hellies are full, (their ambition 
deases) they and the countries they govern retrogade — no sove- 
reign in India, sir, that has any regard for himself, or hiii 
country, 6an, with safety, sit down and day, that his belly ik 
** full — (that he has ho further ariibitiott 6f conquest) — he must 

" go on t6 the last."* i!he poor belted attendant of Chotee 

,••.•••■ 
Sing was confounded with the logic and eloquence of the old 

Rajah, and said nothing more; and (!)hotee Sing himself kept 

(quietly behind oh his hOrse, with his ears well wrapped up ih 

warm cloth, as th^ momihg was a very cold one, and he wad 

hot well. He looked very grave; and evidently thought the Ea- 

jah had oiitlived his understanding. But the fact is, that the 

Baj&h has, by his infliiende at Court, taken all the lands held 

by his two elder nephews, Eughbur Sing and Bamadeehy And 

* 'the Rajah's reasoiiing was ^wn from the pncUce in Odde, of Aeitihg 
^pon the possessions of weaker neighbours, by means of gangs of robbers. The 
man who does this^ becom^ the slave of his gangs, as the imperial robber, 
who sdizes upon smaller States by meaiis of his victorious armies, becomes 
their slaves, and, nltiniatelyj theif victim. The history of India is nothing 
more than the biography of such men, and the Rajah has read no other. 
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made them over to their youngest brother, Maun Sing, whom he 
has adopted, made his heir, and the head of the family. He has, 
in consequence, for the present, a strong fellow-feeling with Lonee 
Sing; and, in all this oration at least, "his wishes were (aJthet 
to his thoughts.'* • 

The sharpest retort that I remember ever having had myself, 
was given to me by a sturdy and honest old landholder of the 
middle class, whom I had known, for a quarter of a century, on 
the bank of the Nerbudda, in 1843. During the insurrection in 
the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, which commenced in 1842, 
I was sent down by the Qt)vemor-Gteneral, Lord Ellenborough, 
to ascertain, if possible, the causes what had led to it. I con- 
versed freely with the landholders, and people of all classes m 
the valley, who had been plundered by the landed aristocracy of 
the jungles on the borders ; and had, one afternoon, some fifty in 
my tent seated on the carpet. After a good deal of talk about 
the depredations of the jungle barons, upon the people of the 
cultivated plains, and remonstrance at the want of support on 
their part to the government officers, I said to Unuuo Sing, 
one of the most sturdy and honest among them — " Why did you 
" withhold from the local officers the information which you 
*^ must have had, of the movements and positions of the rebels 
" and their followers, who were laying the country waste ? In 
'* no part of India have the farmers and cultivators been more 
*^ favoured in light assessments and protection to life and pro^ 
" perty; but there are some men who never can be satisfied — 
" give them what you will, they will always be craving afler 
" more. True, sir, said Umrao Sing — looking me steadily in the 
" &ce, and with the greatest possible gravity — there are some 
people who never can be satisfied, give them what you will- 
give them the whole of Hindoostan, and they will go off to 
^ Kabul to take more!" 
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There was a pause, during which all looked very grave, for 
thej thought that the old man had exceeded the bounds of the 
privilege he had long ergoyed, of ei^ressing his thoughts freely 
to European gentlemen ; and Unurao Sing continued — ^^ the fact 
*^ is, sir, that after you had, hy good government, made us all 
^' happy and prosperous, and proud to display the wealth we 
had acquired om our persons, and in oiir houses and vilhiges, 
.you withdrew all your troops from among us, and left us a 
pr^ to the wild barons of the hills and jungles on our bor- 
ders, whose families had risen to wealth, distinction and large 
landed possessions, under former misrule and disorder: and who 
** are always longing for the return of such disorders, that they 
*' may have some chance of recovering the consequence and in- 
"" fluenoe which they have lost under a settled and strong gov- 
'*^ emment — ^they saw, that your troops had been taken off for 
^' distant conquests ; and heard of nothing but defeats and disas- 
*' ters; and readily persuaded themselves, that your rule was at 
*' an end; for what could men, bom and bred in the jungles^ 
** know of your resources, to retrieve such disasters. Aft^ the 
" Marhatta war, in 1817, you prohibited the pec^le of your 
newly acquired districts from carrying a^ms, not dreaming that 
the only persons who would obey or regard your order, were 
the peaceful landholders and peasantry of the plains, who were 
** satisfied with your government, and anxious for its duration^ 
but exposed to the envy and hatred of the Gond and Lodhee 
chiefs, who occupied the hills and jungles on their borders." 
" When they came down upon us, you had no means leiTt to 
" protect us; and, having no longer any arms or any experience 
" of the use of them, after a quarter of a century of peace^ wo 
" were imable to defend our villages, our houses, or our fami-* 
" lies — if we attempted to defend them, we and our iimilies were 
*^ killed — if we did not, we were robbed and threatened with 
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" death, if we gave you information to their prejudice — we saw 
*^ that they could carry their threats into execution, for your 
*^ local officers had not the means to protect us from their yen- 
geance, and we suffered in silence; but you must not infer 
from this, that we were tired of your rule, or pleased with 
their depredations — all here can testify, that we longed for the 
'* return of your strength and their downfall. It is true, how- 
ever, added he, that the new European officer, placed over us, 
did not treat us with the same courtesy and consideration as 
*^ the old ones, or seem to entertain the same kindly feeling 
'' towards us; and our communion with them was less free and 
" cordial." All approved of my old Mend's speech, and declared, 
that he had given expression to the thoughts and feelings of 
all present, and of all the people of the plains, who lived 
happily under our rule, and prayed earnestly for its dura- 
tion. The portion of the estate of Mitholee, held by Lonee Sing, 
now contains the sites of six hundred and four villages, about one 
half of which are occupied — ^four hundred and eighty-four of these 
lie in the Mahomdee district, and one hundred and twenty in that 
of S^hyrabad. The number and names of the villages are still 
kept up in the accounts. 

February 6, 1850. — Kurrunpoor Mirtaha, ten miles, over a 
plain of fine muteear soil, scantily cultivated, but bearing excel- 
lent spring crops, where it is so. Not far from our last camp, 
at Gokumath, we entered a belt of jungle, three miles wide, con- 
sisting chiefly of stinted, knotty and crooked sakhoo trees, with . 
underwood and rank chopper grass. This belt of jungle is the 
same we passed through, as above described, between Poknapoor 
and Gokumath. It runs &om the great forest to the north, a 
long way down, south-east, into the S^hyrabad district. From this 
belt to our present ground, six miles, the road passes over a 
jBne plun, nine-tenths of which is covered with this grass, but 
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lidded with mango groves and fine single trees. The forest 
runs along to the north of our road, which lay east, fix)m one 
to three miles distant, and looked yeiy like a continued mango 
groYO. The level plain of rich soil extends up through the forest 
to the foot ef the hills : and is ail tho way capable of the finest 
eultivatiun. Sere mid there the soil ronfi into light doomuteea; 
and, in some few parts, even into bhoor, in proportion as the 
sand abovnds ; ^t, generally, the soil is the fine muteear, and 
very fertile. The whole plain is said to have been in cultiva- 
tion thirty jBfxrs ago, when Hakeem Mehndee held the contract ; 
but the tillage has been falling off ever since, under the bad or 
oppressive management of successive contractors. 

The estate, through which we have been passing, is called 
Bharwara, and contains the sites of nine hundred and eighty-nine 
villages, about one tenth of which are now occupied. The land- 
kolders are all of the Ahbun Bajpoot tribe ; but a great part of 
them have become musulmans. They live together, however, 
though of different creeds, in tolerable harmony ; and eat toge- 
ther on occasions ef ceremony, though not fix)m the same dishes. 
No member of the tribe ever forfeited his inheritance by changing 
his creed. Nor did any one of them, I believe, ever change 
hia creed, except to retain his inheritance, liberty, or life, threat- 
ened by despotic and unscrupulous rulers. They dine on tho 
same floor, but there is a lino marked off to separate those of 
tho party who are Hindoos, firom those who are musulmans. 
The musuhnans have mahomedan names, and the Hindoos Hindoo 
names; but both still go by the common patronymic name of 
Ahbuns. The musulmans marry into musulmon families, and the 
Hindoos into Hindoo families of the highest castes, Chouhans, Ba- 
thores, Bykwars, Janwars, &c. &c. Of course all the children 
are of the same religion and caste as their parents. They tell 
me, that the conversion of their ancestors was effected by force, 

M 
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under a prince, or chief, called "Kala Pahar." This must have 
been Mahomed Firmally, alias, Kala Fahar, to whom his unde 
Bheilole, king of Delhi, left the district of Bahraetchy as 8 sepa- 
rate inheritance, a short time before his death, which took place 
A. D. 1488. This conversion seems to have had the effect of 
doing away with the murder of female infants in tho Ahbun 
families, who are still Hindoos ; for they could not get the mu- 
sulman portion of the tribe to associate with them if they con- 
tinued it. 

Tho estate of Bharwara is divided into four parts, Hydrabad, 
Humnpoor, Aleegungc and Sekunderabad. Each division is sub- 
divided into parts, each held by a separate branch of the fiuni- 
ly ; and the sub-division of these parts is still going on, as tho 
heads of the several branches of the family die, and leave mare 
than one son. The present head of the Ahbun family is Ma- 
hommed Hussan Khan, a musulman, who resides in his fort, in 
the village of Julalpoor, near the road over which we paased. 
The small fort is concealed within, and protected by a nice 
bamboo fence, that grows round it. He holds twelve villages, rent 
free, as nanhar^ and pays revenue for all the rest that compose 
his share of the great estate. The heads of families, who hold 
the other shares, enjoy, in the same manner, one or more vil- 
lages, rent free, as nankar. These are all well cultivated, and 
contain a great many cultivators of the best classes, such as 
Koormees, Lodhies and Kachies. 

We passed through one of them, Kamole, and I had a good 
deal of talk with the people, who were engaged in pressing out 
the juice of sugar-cane. They told me, that tho juice was ex- 
cellent ; and that the syrup, made from it, was carried to the dis- 
trict of Shajehanpoor, in the British territory, to bo made into 
sugar. Mahommed Hussan Khan came up, as I was talking with 
the people, and joined in tho conyersation. All seemed to bo 
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delighted with the opportunity of entering, so fireely, iato conver- 
sation with a British Eesident, who understood farmiiig, «nd 
seemed to take so much interest in their pursuits. I congratu- 
lated the people on being able to keep so many of their houses 
veil covered with grass choppers; but they told me — ''that it 
<c jfg^^ ^^Yt infinite difficulty they «ould keep them, or any thing 
^ -else they had, £rom the grasp of the local authorities, and the 
^ izoops and -camp followers, who attended th&Bij and desoUted 
*^ the country like a flock of locusts — that they are not only 
^ plundered but taxed by them — first, the sipahees take their 
^ choppers, beams and rafters off their houses — ^then the people, 
^ on charge of artillery bullocks and other csfcttle, take all their 
^ stores of bhoosa, straw, Ag. &c., and threaten to turn tho 
^' cattle loose, on their fields, if not paid a gratuity — ^the people, 
^^ who have to collect fuel for the camp, (bildars) take all their 
^ stores of wood, aad doors and windows also, if mot paid for 
" their redemption — ^then the people, in charge of elephants and 
'^ camels, threaten to denude of their leaves and small branches, 
" all the peepul, burgut and other trees, most sacred, and dear 
** to them, near their homes, unless paid for their forbearance. 
** And, though last not least, men, women and children are seized, 
'^ not only to carry the plunder and other burthens gratis for 
** sipahees and servants of all kinds and grades, and >camp-fonow*- 
** ers, but to be robbed of their clothes, and made to pay 
" fansoms to get back, while all tho plough bullocks are put in 
'' requisition to draw the guns, which the king's bullocks are 
" 4mable to draw themselves. In short, that the approach of 
^ king's servants is dreaded as one of the greatest calamities that 
" ^cm befall them." 

I should here mention, that aU the Telinga Segments, four- 
teen in numbec, are allowed tents and hackeries to carry them. 

The way ia which the bullocks of such carts are provided with 
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fodder, has been already mentioned. But no tents, or conyejanoe 
of any kind, are allowed for the Nujeeb corps, thirty-two in 
number. Whenever they move — and they are almost always mov- 
ing — ^they seize whatever conveyance and shelter they reqnirB 
from the people of the countiy around. Each battalion, even in 
its ordinary incomplete state, requires four or five hundred por- 
ters, besides carts, bullocks, horses, ponies, &c. &o. Men, women 
and children, of all classes, are seized, and made to carry the 
baggage, armif, accoutrements, and eoffes of pet hirdsj belonging to 
the officers and sipahees of these corps. They arc stripped of 
their clothes, confined and starved firom the time they are seiz- 
ed ; and, as it is difficult to catch people to relieve them, along 
the road, they are commonly taken on two or three stages. If 
they run away they forfeit all their clothes, which remain in tiie 
hands of the sipahees ; and a great many die along the road of 
fatigue, hunger and exposure to the sun. Numerous cruel in- 
stances of this have been urged by me on the notice of tiie 
king, but without any good effect. The line of march of one of 
these corps is like the road to the templo of Juggomath! 
When the corps is about to move, detachments are sent out to 
seize conveyance of all kinds ; and for one cart required and 
taken, fifty are seized, and released for a donation, in pro- 
portioh to their value, the respectability of the proprietors, and 
the necfessity for their employment at home at the time. The 
sums thus extorted by detachments, they share with their officers, 
or they Would never be again sent on such lucrative service. 

It appears, that in this part of Oude, the people have not, 
for many years, suffi)rod so much from the depredations of the 
refractory landholders as in other parts ; and that the desolate 
Btatd of the district arises, chiefly, from the other three groat 
evils that afflict Oude, the rack-renting of tho contractors— 4h6 
divisionB they create and foster among landholders; and the d^ 
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inredfltions of the troops and camp-followers who attend them. 
But ih& estate has become much subdivided, and the sharehold- 
ers, tem this cause, and the oppression of the contractors, have 
lieeame poor and weak; and the neighbouring landholders of the 
Jaawtat ind other Sajpeet tribes, have taken advantage of their 
^weaknetfy. to seise upon a great many of their best villages. Out 
<if Enroinppei^ within the last nine years, Anorud Sing, of Oel, 
ti ihaant fia^peoi;, in collusion with local authorities, has taken 
twelve ; and Vaaayo Sing, of Mahewa, of the stone tribe, has 
taken eighteen, making twenty villages from the Kurumpoor di- 
irision. These landholders reside in the Elhjrrabad district, which 
adjoins .tiiat of Mahomdee, near our present camp. 

The people, everywhere, praise the climate — ^they appear robust 
ond energetici and no sickness prevails, though many of the vil- 
lages are very near the forest. The land, on which the forest 
stands, contains, in the ruins of well built towns and fortresses, 
ungnestionable signs ef having once been well cultivated, and 
thickly peopled; and it would soon become so again under good 
^vemment. There is nothing in the soil to produce sickness; 
^and, I believe, the same soS prevails up through the forest to 
the lulls. Sickness would, no doubt, prevail for some years, till 
the underwood, and all tho putrid leaves, should be removed. 
The water that stagnates over them, and percolates through the 
soil, into the wells, from which the people drink, and the exha- 
lations which arise from them, and taint the air, confined by the 
^ense mass of forest trees, underwood and high grass, are, I be- 
lieve, the chief cause of the diseases which prevail in this belt 
of jungle. 

It is, however, remarkable, that there are two unhealthy seasons 
in the year in this forest, one at the latter end of the rains, in 
August, September and October; and the other before the rains 
begin to fall, in tho latter part of April; the whole of May and 
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part of June. The diseases in the latter are, I believe, more 
commonly fatal than they are in the former; and are considered, by 
the people, to arise solely firom the poisonous quality of the 
water, which is often found in wells, to be covered with a thin 
crust of petrolium. Diseases of the same character prevail at the 
same two seasons, in the jungles, above the sources of the Ner- 
budda and Sohun rivers, and are ascribed, by the people, to the 
same causes — those which take place after the rains, to bad air; 
and those which take place immediately before the rains, after the 
cold and dry seasons, to bad water. The same petrolium, or 
liquid bitumen, is found floating on the spring waters in the hot 
season, when the most fatal diseases break out in the jungles, 
about the sources of the Nerbudda and Sohun, as in the Oude 
Tarae; and, in both places, the natives appear to me to be right, 
in attributing them to the water; but whether the poisonous 
quality of the water be imparted to it by bitumen from below, 
or by the putrid leaves of the forest trees from above, ia uncer- 
tain ; the people drink from the bituminous spring waters at 
this season, as well as &om stagnant pools, in the beds of small 
rivers, which have ceased to flow during part of the cold, and 
the whole of the hot season. These pools become filled with the 
leaves of the forest trees, which hang over them. The bitumen, 
in all the jungles, to which I refer, arises, I believe, from tiie 
coal measuresy pressed down by the overlying masses of sandstone 
strata, common to both the Himmaleh chain of mountains over 
the Tarae forest, and the Vendeya and Sathpoor ranges of hiDa 
at the sources of the Nerbudda and Sohun rivers. It is, how- 
ever, possible, that the water of these stagnant pools, tainted hf 
the putrid leaves, may impart its poison through the medium of 
the air in exhahitions; and, I have known European officers, who 
were never conscious of having drunk either of the waters above 
described, take the fever (owl) in the month of May in the 
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Tarae, and, in a few hours, become raving mad. These tainted 
waters may possibly act in both ways — directly — ^and thiougk the 
medium of the air. 

While on the subject of tho causes or sources of disease, I may 
mention two, which do not appear te me to have been suffi- 
ciently considered and provided against in India. First, when a 
new cantonment is formed and occupied in haste, during or after 
« campaign, terraces are formed ef the new -earthy dug up on 
the spoti te elevate the dwellings ef officers and soldiers from 
the ground, which may, possibly, become flooded in the rains; 
and over the piles of fresh earth, officers commonly form wooden 
floors for their rooms, to secure them from the damp, new earth. 
Between this earth and the wooden fleer, a small space 6t a foot 
«r two is oommonly left. The mew earth, thus thrown up from 
places that may net have been dug or ploughed for ages, ab- 
sorbs rapidly the oxygen from the air above, and gives out car- 
bonio acid, nitrogen and hydrogen gases, which render tho air 
above unfit for men to breathe. This noxious air accumulates in 
the space below the wooden floor ; and, passing through the cre- 
vices, is breathed by the officers and soldiers as they sleep. 

Between the two campaigns against Nepal, in 1814 and 181£^, 
tbo Brigade, in which my Begiment served, formed such a can- 
tonment at Nathpoor, on the right bank of the river Coosee. 
The land, which these cantonments occupied, had been covered 
with a fine sward, on which cattle grazed for ages, and was ex- 
ceedingly rich in decayed vegetable and animal matter. The place 
iiAd been long remarked for its salubrity by the Indigo Flaoters 
«Bd Merchants of all kinds, who resided there ; and, on the ground, 
^hlch my Begiment occupied, there was a fine pucka house, 
^whick the officer commanding tho Brigade, and some of his staff, 
occupied. In the rains the whole plain, being very flat, was 
^ftoa covered with water, aud thousands of cattle grazed upon 
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it during the cold and hot seasons. The officers all bmlt small 
bungalows for themselves on the plan above described, and the 
medical officers all thought, that they had, in doing sO, tak«i 
all possible precautions. The men were provided with huts, as 
much as possible, on the same plan. These dwellings were all 
ready befojy> the rains set in, and officers and soldiers were in 
the finest state of health and spirits. 

In the middle and latter part of the rains, officers and men 
began to sufier Gram a violent fever, which soon rendered the 
European officers and soldiers delirious, and prostrated the native 
officers and sipahees ; so that three hundred of my own Begimcnty 
consisting of aboat seven hundred, were obliged to be sent to 
their homos on sick leave. The greater number of tiiose who 
remained, continued to suffer, and a great many died. Of about 
ten European officers, present with my Begiment, seven had the 
fever, and five died of it, lilmost all in a state of delirium. I 
was myself, one of the two, who survived, and I was for many 
days delirious. Of the medical officers of the Brigade, the only 
one, I believe, who escaped the fever was Adam Napier, who, 
with his wife and children, occupied apartments in the Briga- 
dier's large pucka house. Not a person, who resided in that 
house, was attacked by the fever. There was another pucka 
house, a little way from the cantonments, close to the bank of 
the river, occupied by an Indigo Planter, a Mr. Boss. No one 
in that house suffered. The fever was confined to those who oc- 
cupied the houses and huts, which I have described. AH the 
Brigade suffered much, but my Begiment, then the first battalion 
of the 12th Begiment, and now tho 12th Begiment^ suffisred 
most ; and it was stationed on tho soil which had remained longest 
unturned and untilled, on what had been considered a park round 
the pucka house, in which the Brigadier resided. I believe that I 
am right in attributing this sickness exclusively to the dxcomsttfcei 
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whicH I kare mentiomed ; and I am afraid that, during the thir- 
ty-five jeart that have mce elapsed, sim^ar circumstancefl have con- 
tinued to produce similar results. I am, myself^ persuaded, that had 
the swaid remaiimed unbroken, and the houses and huts been raised 
upon it, over wooden platforms placed upon it, to secure officers and 
men from the damp ground, there would have been Ettle or no 
aickness in that Brigade. 

The second of the tWo causes or seurees of disease, te which I 
TefeTy is the insufficient room which is allowed for the accommoda- 
tion of our Suropeaa troops in India. Within the room, assigned 
lor the non-commissiened officers and soldiers, they seon exhaust the 
atmosphere around ef its oxygen, or vital air, while they expire or 
exhale carbonic acid, nftrogen and hydrogen gases, which render it ^ 

altogether unfit to sustain animal life ; and death or disease must 
«oon overtake those who inhale or inspire it. 

I may illustrate this by a fact within my own observation. In 
1817, a flank battaMon, e( six hundred European soldiers, was form* 
«d at Allahabad, where I then was with my £egiment, to escc^ 
the Oovemor-General, the Marquess of Hastings. With these sic 
hundred soldiers there were thirfcy-two European officers. The soK 
<dier8 and non-comnussiened officers were put into the barracks in 
the fort, where they had not sufficient room. The commissioned 
officers resided in bungalows in the cantonments, or in tents on the 
open plain. The men were effectually prevented from exposing them- 
selves to the sun, and from indulging in any kind of intemperance^ 
and every possible care was taken of them. The commissioned offi* 
oera lived as they liked, denied themselves no indulgence, and were 
driving about all day, and every day, in sun and rain, to visit each 
other and their friends. A fever, similar to that above described, 
broke out «mong the soldiers and non-commissioned officers in the 
fort, and great numbers died. Of the six hundred, only sixteen es- 
caped the fever. When too late, they were removed from the fort 
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into tents an the plain. From that day the deaths dimlnisliBd, tcni 
the sick b^aa to recover. Of the thirty-two commimoiied officersi 
only one, i thiak, was oyer sick at all, and his sickness was of a 
kind altogether different; and, it is impossible to resist the conclu* 
aion, that the noa-commissioned officers and soldiers got their dis* 
ease from want of sufficient room ; and« consequently, of suffident 
pure lur to breathe. Subsequent experience has, I believe, tended 
to confirm the conclusion; and, I may safely say, that more Euro- 
pean soldiers have died from a disregard of it, than firom all 
the wars that we have had within the thirty>three years that have 
since elapsed. The cause is still in operation, and continues to pro* 
duco the same fatal results ; and will continue to do so till we 
change the system of accommodating our European troops in 
India. 

The buildings, in which they are lodged, should all have thatched 
or tiled roofs through which the hot and impure air, which hsa 
leen already breathed, may pass, and be replaced within by the 
pure air of the atmosphere around, instead of roofs of pucka ms* 
sonry, which confine this air, to be breathed over again by the peo* 
pie within ; and double or quadruple the space, now allowed to each 
man, should be allowed. At the cost now incurred in providing 
them with this insufficient room, under roofs of pucka masomX) 
they could be provided with four times the space, under roofs of 
thatch and tiles, wliich would be so much more safe and 
suitable. 

The state of the Bharwara district may be illustrated by that of 
one of its four divisions, or mahals, AUeegunge. In the last jeu 
of Hakeem Mehndee's rule, (1818) this division was assessed at one 
hundred and thirty-eight thousand rupees, with the full consent of 
the people, who were all thriving and happy. The assessment was, 
indeed, made by the heads of the principal Ahbun families of the 
district, with Mahommed Hussan Khan, as chief assessor. One hon- 
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^red and thirty-two thousand were collected^ and six thousand were 
remitted in coui^equence q£ a partial iSulure of the cfops. Last 
jeac;, by £>rce and violence, 4he landholders of this dcvisioB were 
made to agroe to an assessment upon the lands, in tiUage, of ten 
tiiouaand «nd five hundred ruj^ees, of which not six thousand can be 
collected. The other three divisions are in the same state. J^ot one- 
ik^nth of the land is in tillage, nor are one-tenth of the villages 
peopled. The soil is really the finest that I have seen in India ; 
4ind I have seen no part of India in which so small a portion of 
i;he surface is unfit for tillage. The moisture rises to the surface 
Just as it is JBequired ; and a tolerable ciop is got by a poor mao, 
who can't afibrd to keep a plough, and merely bums down the 
^rass and digs the surface with his spade, or pickaxe, before he 
aows the seed. Oenerally, however, the tillage, in the portion cul- 
tivated, is very (good. The surface is ploughed and cross-ploughed 
Jrom six to twenty, or even thirty, times in the season ; and the 
harrow and roller are often applied till every clod is pulverized to 
^ust. 

The test of tfirst^rate preparation fiir Aie seed is, that a ghurra, 
<or earthen pitcher, full of water, let fall upon the field, from a 
onan's head, shaA mot break. The clods, in the muteear soil, 
'June so pulverized only in the fields that are to be irrigated; or 
t;o the surface of which moristui*e rises from below as the wea- 
ther becomes warm. The people say, that it does so rise, when 
required, in land, even a good way from the forest^, and thact 
4ike dods are, in consequence, not necessaiy to retain it. This 
is the only part of India in which I have known Hie people 
iiake ratoon, or second crops of sugar-cane from the same roots ; 
and the farmers and cultivators tell me, that the second crop is 
almost as good as the fitst. The fields, in tillage, are well sup- 
plied with manure, which is very abundant where so large a 
portion of the surface is 'waste, and afibrds such fine pasture. 

5f 2 
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Thej «e abo well watered, for the water is near the aurfSioe; 
and in the tight muteear soil, a kutcha well, or well without 
masonry, will stand good for twenty seasons. To make pndu 
wells, or wells lined with burnt bricks and cement, would be 
costly. Each well of this kind costs about one hundred rupees. 
The kutcha wells, which are lined with nothing, or with thick 
ropes of twigs and straw, cost only from five to ten tx^ees. 
The people tell me, that oppression and poverty have made them 
less fiistidious than they were formerly — that formerly it was con- 
sidered disgraceful to plough with bufialoes, or to use them in 
carts; but they are now in common use for both purpoaea — thit 
vuRt numbers of the Kunojee brahmins and others, who could 
not formerly drive their own ploughs, drive them now ; and tbit 
all will, in time, condescend to do so, as the penalties of higk* 
er payments, with and for daughters in marriage, cease to be 
exacted from men whose necessities have become so press- 
ing. 

March 6, 1850. — Halted at Kurunpoor, where the gentlemen ef 
my camp shot some ftoricans, hares, partridges and a porcupine 
along the bank of the small river Ole, which flows along from 
north-west to south-east, within three miles of Kurunpoor. 

March 7, 1850. — Teekur, twelve miles. The road, for tiiree 
miles, lay through grass jungle to the border of the Khyrabad 
district, whence the plain is covered with cultivation, well stud- 
ded with trees, clusters of bamboos, and well peopled with Til- 
lages, all indicating better management. A great mimy fields are 
reduced to the fine dust, above described, to receive the sogir- 
cane, which is phmted in February. The soil is muteear; but 
has, in many parts, become impaired by over-cropping. The peo- 
ple told me, that the crops were not so rich as they ought to 
be from the want of manure, which is much felt here, idters 
there is so little pasture for cattle. The wheat has almost ereiy- 
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"where «reeeaved aa orange tint firom the geerwa^ or blight, which 
4K>7dn >the leaves; hut, happily, ha6 not aa yet settled upon the 
stalks to feed on the sap. This blight, the cultivators say, arisen 
from the late and heavy rain they have had, and the easterly 
wind that prevailed for a few days. The geerwa ia a red fun* 
^us, which, when it adheres to the stems, thrusts its roots 
through the pores of the epidermis, and robs the grain of the 
sap as it ascends. When easterly winds and sultzy weather pre- 
vail, the .peres of the epidermis appear to be more opened and 
exposed to the inroads of these fungi, than at other times. If 
the wind continue westerly for a fortnight more, little injury may 
^ sustained:; but should easterly winds and sultiy weather pre- 
vail, the greater part may be lest — ** We cultivators and land- 
holders, said Bukhtawur Sing, are always in dread of some- 
thing, aad can never feel quite easy— if little rain fiiUs, w6 
complain of the want of more— if a good deal comes down, we 
are in dread of this blight, and never dare to congratulate our- 
selves on the prospect of good returns." To the justice and 
wisdom of this observation all assented.* 

The landholders of this purgunnah are chiefly Janwar Eajpoots. 
Kymara, a fi&e village, through which we passed, about five miles 
from Kurunpoor, is the residence of the present head of this &- 
mily, Bajah Ajeet Sing« He has a small fort close by, in which 
he is now preparing to defend himself against the king's forces. 
The poor old man came out with all his village community, to 
Yneet and talk with me, in the hope that I might interpose to 
protect him. He is weak in mind and body, has no son, and, 
liaving lately lost his only brother, and declared heir to the es- 
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* Westerly windi and cold weather prevailed, and the blight did Uttle ap- 
parent injury to the crops; but the wheat crops, generally, oyer Oade and 
ithe adjoining districts, was shriveUed and deficient in substance. It had ''run 
td stalk*' from the excess of rain. 
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tase, nil oou^s, and move distant relatiom^ are ■ ■ ■■Miiij^ Cor 
tile inhatfimMy. Tae luoai meana of Tialenee^ coOariai and in- 
tiigae hare been had reeoune to. The eititf is in the Hmoor 
Tjh^jeU a:ui not under the jurbdiction of the cootnetor of Khj* 
ni!iad. Toe old man seemed care-worn and Terr wieKched: and 
tiUd ma^ that the contractor, whom I shonkl meet at Teekur, 
had only jeaterJaj receiTed orders from Conrty to nae all his 
means to oust him from possession, and make orer the estste 
to his cousin, Jodha Sing, who had hitebr left him, in eooss- 
quence of a dispute, after haring, since the death of hia brother, 
aided him in the management of the estate — that he had alwavt 
paid his rerenues to the king punctually; and, lart jear, he 
owed a balance of only one hundred and aix^ mpeea, when 
Anrod SiM^^ his distant relative, wanted him to dedaie hia young- 
er brother, Diij Bijee Sing, his heir, to the estate, in lieu of 
Jodha Sing. 

This he refused to do, and Anrod Sing came, with a torod of 
two thousand armed men, supported by a detachment firom Cap- 
tain Bariow^s regiment, and laid siege to hia fort^ on the prfr* 
teuce, that he was required to give security for the more punc- 
tual paymeut of the revenue. To defend himself^ he waa obliged 
to call in the aid of his clan and neighbours, and eTjpeoA all 
that he had or could borrow; and, at last, constrained to accept 
Anrod Sing's security, for no merchants would lend monej to a 
poor man in a state of siege. Anrod Sing had now gone off to 
liueknow, and bribed the person in charge of the Huaoor Tah- 
seel, Gholam Buza Khan, one of the most corrupt mot in the 
corrupt Court of Lucknow, to get an orier issued by the minii- 
ter to have him turued out, and the estate made over to Jhoda 
Sing, from whom he would soon get it on pretence of aoeomii- 
lared balances; and make it over, in perpetuity, to hia brother, 
Dirj Bijee Sing. In tlus attempt, the old man said, a good 



M 



4( 



Hi 



Hi 



^C 



'«< 



*<( 



BTARY «F A TOUR THROUGH OUDR 103 

wanr lir<*a must be lost and creps destroyed, for hb friends 
would not let him fall without a struggle.* 

As soon as we left the poor old man, Bukhtawur Sing said— 
This, sir, ia the way in which government officers manage to 
control and subdue these sturdy Rajpoot landholders. While 
they remain united, as in the Bangur district, they can do 
nothing with them, and let them keep their estates on their 
own terms; but the moment a ^uairel takes place between 
them, they take advantage of it — they adept the cause of the 
strongest, and support him iu his agi^ssions upon the other 
members of his family or clan, till aU become weak by divp- 
*' sion and disorder, and submit. Forty or fifty years ago, sir, 
■** when I used to move about the country^ on circuit, with Saadut 
AUee Khan— the then sovereign — ad I now move with yon, 
there were many Bajpoot landheldere in Oude, stronger than 
any that defy the government how ; but they -dared not then 
"^^ hold their heads so high as they do iiow« The loc^ officers, 
^* employed by him, were men of ability, experience and charac* 
'^^ ter, totally unlike those now employed. Each had a wing of 
'*' one of the Honorable Company's regiments, and some good 
guns with him; and was ready and able to enforce his mas- 
ter's orders, and the payment of his just demands ; but since 
"' his death, the local officers have been falling off in character 
and strength, while the Bajpoot landholders have risen in pride 
and power. The aid of the British troops has, by degree8> 



Ml 



«<( 



•<i 



-4C 



-M 



■4i 



«< 



* The old man has been attacked and torned out with the loss of some 
Mves, in spite of the Residents remonstrance, itnd the estate has been made 
over to Jhoda Sing, on the security, for the payment of the rerenua of An- 
Tod Sing. Jodha Sing is, naturally, of weak intellect; and Anrod Sing will 
soon have him torned out as an incompetent defaulter, and get the estate for 
kimself, or for his younger brother. Luckily Anrod Sing and Lonee Sing, of 
Mitholee, are at daggers-drawn about some villages, which Anrod Sing has 
seized, and to which Lonee Sing thinks he has a better right. Theur dread 
€f each other wiU be useful to the gevemment and the people. 
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^ been sIl^veiHier wiikirawn; ani ike landholien of tkis class 
<* deopise the Oade govemment, and many of tkem resist its 
*^ troops whenever they attempt to enforce the payment of even 
^ its most moderate demands. The revenues of the State fidl off 
^ as the armed bands of these landholders increase ; and fiunilieSi 
** whoy in his time, kept up only fifty armed men, hare now 
five hundred, or even a thousand or two thousand, and spend, 
what they owe to government, in maintaining them, To pay 
^ such bands they withhold the just demands of the State — rob 
'^ their weaker neighbours of their possessions, and plunder tn^ 
^ vellers on the high way, and men of substance, wherever they 
'* can find them." 

" When Saadut Allee made over one*half of his dominions to 
'* the British Gt)vemment, in 1801, he was bound to reduce his 
military forco, and rely altogether upon the support of yoor 
govern m(^nt. He did so ; but the force he retained, though 
'' small, was good ; and while that support was afforded, things 
'* went on well — ^he vras a wise man, and made the most of the 
'* means he had. Since that time, sir, the Oude force has been 
'' increased four-fold, as your aid has been withdrawn; but the 
'' whole is not equal to the fourth part, which served under 
'* Saadut Allee. You see how insignificant it everywhere is, and 
" how much it is despised even by the third class Bajpoot land* 
" holders. You see, also, how they everywhere prey upon the 
'* people, and are dreaded and detested by them — ^the only estates 
" free from their inroads, are those under the * Huzoor Tuhseeli* 
'' into which the Amils, and their disorderly hosts, dare not en« 
'* ter. If the landholders could be made to feel, that they would 
'' not be permitted to seize other men*s possessions, nor other 
'< men to seize theirs, as long as they obeyed the govemment 
'' and pidd its just dues, they would disband these armed follow- 
'^ ers, and the king might soon reduce his. He will never make 
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** tliem worth any thing — ^there are too many wortTiless, but 
** influential, persons about the Court, interested in keeping up 
** till kinds of abuses, to permit this. These abases tire the chief 
• -source ef their incomes — ^they rob the officers and sipahees, anJ 
** 'even the draft bullocks ; and you, everywhere, aee how the pootr 
*** animals are starved by them." 

Within a mile of the camp I met the Nazim, Hoseyn Ailed 
Khan, who told me, that Sajah Ooorbuksh Sing, of Banmngguf 
Phumeree, had fulfilled sQl the engagements entered into before 
me at Byramghat, en the Ghagra, on the 6fch of December, and 
was no longer opposed to the government; and that the only 
large landholder in his didrict, who remained so at present, wair 
Seobuksh Sing, of Kateysura, a strong fort, mounted with seven 
gans, aear the road, over which I am to pass the day after to^ 
morrow, between Oel and Lahurpoor. As he came up on his 
little elephant, along the road, I saw half a dozen of his men» 
mounted on camels, trotting along through a fine field of wheat, 
now in ear, with as much unconcern as if they had been upon 
a fine sward, to which they could do no harm. I saw one of 
my people, in advance, make a sign to them, on which they 
made for the road as fSafit as they could. I asked the Nazim 
how he could permit such trespass. He told me — " that he did 
*^ not see them ; and, unless his eye was always upon them^ he 
** could not prevent their doing mischief, for they were the ldng*a 

servants, who never seemed happy, unless they were trespass^ 

ing upon some of his majesty's subjects," Nothing, certainly, 
seems to delight them so much as the trespasses of all kinds^ 
which they do commit upon them. 

March 8, 1850. — Oel, five miles, over a plain of the samo fine 
muteear soU, beautifully cultivated, and studded with trees, inter- 
mixed with numerous clusters of the graceful bamboo. A great 
grand-son of the monster, Nadir Shah, of Persia, Buza Kolee EhaU; 
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who commandfl a battalion in the king of Oude's semce, rode 
bj me, and I asked him whether he ever saw such a cultiTated 
country in Persia. ''Never, said he — Persia is a hilly coun^, 
'' and there is no tillage, like this, in any part of it. I left 
" Persia, with my father, twenty-two years ago, when I was 
twenty-two years of age, and I have still a very distinct re- 
collection of what it was then. There is no country in the 
'' world, sir, said the Nazim, like Hindoostan, when it enjoys 
'' the blessings of a good government. The purgunnah of Ehe- 
^ ree, in which we now are, is all held by the heads of three 
*^ families of Janwar Bajpoots, Bajah Ajub Sing, of Kymara, 
*' Anrod Sing, of Oel, and Umrao Sing, of Mahewa. There are 
'' only sixty-six villages of khalsa, or crown lands left, yielding 
** twenty-one thousand rupees a year. The rest have been all 
*^ absorbed by the heads of these Bajpoot fsunilies. 

Villages, Jwnma, 

Kymara, 82 13,486 

Oel, 170 64,790 

Mahewa, 70 20,835 

322 89,111 

Khalsa, 66 21,8810 



388 1,10,992 



'' Thes^ heads of families have each a fort, surrounded by a 
'* strQ;ag fence of bamboos, and mounted with good guns ; and 
'' the ^g cannot get so large a revenue &om them, as he did 
'* thirty years ago, in the time of Hakeem Mehndee, though 
'* their lands are as well tilled now as they were then, and 
'' y^el^ more rent to their holders. They spend it all, in keep- 
*' ing up l^ge armed bands, to resist the government; but they 
'' certainly take care of their cultivators, and tenants of all kinds, 
f^ and XLO man, dares molest them." 
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^' But, said Bukhtawur Sing, this beautiful scene wenld all b# 
changed were the/ encouraged,, or permitted, to contend with 
each other for the poflsession of the lands. I, yesterday, saw a 
great number of the merchants of Kymara following the Eesi- 
dent's camp; and, on asking them why, they told me, that 
the order from Court, obtained by Oholam Euza^ for you (the 
Nazim) to assist the Oel chief^ Anrod Sing, in despoiling Eajah 
Ajub Sing of his estate, had driven out all who had no fields 
of com, or other local ties to detain them, and had any thing 
to lose by remaining. The chief >and his retainers were re- 
pairing their fort, and preparing to fight for their possessions 
to the last; and if you take your disorderly force against 
them, according to orders, the crops, now in the ground, will 
be all destroyed; and the numerous fields^ now prepared to 
^ receire sugar-cane and the autumn seed, will be left waste— 
** they will make reprisals upon Oel — others of their clan will 
join in the strife, and this district will be what that of Bhar^ 
wara, which we have just left, now is. The merchants are ia 
the right, sir, to make off — ^no property, in such a scene, ia 
ever safe — ^there is no property, sir, like that in the Hon'ble 
Company's paper — it is the only property that we can enjoy 
in peace — ^you feel no anxiety about it! It doubles itself ia 
fifteen or sixteen years; and you go on from generation to 
generation enjoying your five per cent, and neither fearing nor 
** annoying any body.'* 

The two villages of Oel and Dhukwa adjoin each other, and 
form a large town; but the dwelling houses have a wretched 
appearance, consisting of naked mud walls, with but a few more 
grass choppers, than are usually found upon them in Oudo towns. 
There is a good looking temple, dedicated to Mahadeo, in tho 
centre of the town, and the houses are close upon the ditch of 

the fort, which has its bamboo fence inside its ditch and outer mud 
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"walls. I liave written to the Durbar to recommend, that the 
order, {or the attack upon Bajah Ajub Sing, be countennanded, 
and more pacific measures adopted for the settlement of the 
claims of the Exchequer and Anrod Sing, iipcm poor old Ajub 
Sing. The Kanoongoes of this place tell me, that the dilute 
has arisen fircMU a desire, on the part of the old man's wife, to 
Bet aside the just claim of Jodha Sing, the old man's nephew, 
to the inheritance, in &^r of a lad whom she has adopted and 
brought up, by name Teeka Sing, in whose name the estate is now 
managed by a serFant — ^that Jodha Sing is the rightful heir, and 
managed the estate well for his uncle, after the death of his bro- 
ther, till lately, when his aunt persuaded his uncle to break with 
him, which he did with reluctance — that Jodha Sing now lives in 
retirement at his village of Barkerwa — ^that Anrod Sing's design 
upon the inheritance for his younger brother, Dirj Bijee Sing, is 
unjust; and that he is, in consequence, obliged to prosecute it 
on the pretence of recovering money due, and supporting the 
claim of Jodha Sing; and in collusion with the officers ef gor- 
emment — ^that Gholam Suza, who has charge of the Huzoor 
Tuhseel, is ready to adopt the cause of any one who will paj 
him ; and that Anrod Sing is now at Lucknow paying his Cout 
to him, and getting these iniquitous orders issued. 

Gel was transferred to the Huzoor Tuhseel in 1834, KjmMn 
in 18S6, and Mahewa in 1839. These Eajpoot landholders do 
not often seize upon the lands of a relative at once, but g^ 
them, by degrees, by fraud and collusion with government offi- 
cers, BO that they may share the odium with them. They instigate 
these officers to demand more than the lands can pay; offer tiie 
enhanced rate, and get the lands at once ; or get a mortgage, run 
up the account, and foreclose by their aid. They no sooner get tiie 
estate than they reduce the government demand, by collusion or 
violence, to less than what the former proprietor had paid. 
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March 9, 1850. — Lsburpoor, twehre mfles, over a plain of doo- 
muteea soil, w<JU studded vrilth gro^Fes and eingle trees, but ne1( 
«o fttUj ^cultivated tke last half way as the ^rst. For the first 
lialf tmj the road Kes through the estate of Anred Bing, of Oel^ 
Inxt for the last it runs through that of Seobuksh Sing, a *Gk>ur 
Bajpoot, who has a fort near the town of KutejstEra, fire miles 
from Labsrpour, and seven tram OeL It is of mud, and has a 
ditch aH i^Mimd, and a hambeo fence inside the outer walls. It 
in of great extent, but not formidable against w^ provided troops. 
'The greater part ef the houses, in the town, are in tains, ani 
fieobuksh has the reputation of being a reckless and improvi* 
«dent landholder. He is said not only to take from his tenants 
ifaigher rates of rent than he ought ; but to extort from them, 
i^ery often, m property tax, highly and capriciously rated. This 
is what the people caH the hhahnansae, of which they have a very 
^great abhorrence. " You are a h%ala manus {a gentleman, or 
man of substance) he says to his tenant, and must have pro** 
perty worth at least a thousand rupees — I wont money sadly, 
and must have one-fifth — ^give me two hundred rupees." This 
is what the people call ^ hhalmansae,^^ or rating a man according 
to his substance; and to say that a landlord, or governor, does 
tlus, is to say that he is a reckless oppressor, who has no re^ 
gard to obligations or to consequences. There are manifest signs 
of the present landholder, Seobuksh Sing, being of this character ; 
but others, not less manifest of his grand-fkther having been a 
better man, in the fine groves which surround Lahuipoor, and 
the villages between this place and Kuteysura, all of which are 
included in his estate. These groves were, for the most part, 
planted during the life of his grand-£a.ther by men of substance, 
who were left free to dispose of their properly as they thought 
best. 

All tiie natire gentlemen, who rode with me, remarked on the 
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beauty of tlie approacli to Lahurpoor, in which a rich carpet of 
spring crops covers the surface up to the groves, and extends 
along under the trees, which have been recently pknted. There 
are many young groves about the place, planted by men who 
have acquired property by trade, and by the savings out of the 
salaries and perquisites of office at Lahurpoor, which is the resi- 
dence of the Nazim, or local governor, during several months in 
the year; and the landlord, Seobuksh, cannot venture to exact 
his property tax firom them. The air and water are much praised, 
and the general good health of the troops, civil establishments, 
and residents of all classes, show that the climate must be good. 
The position, too, is well chosen with reference to the districts, 
and the character of the people under the control of the governor 
of the Elhyrabad district. The estate of Seobuksh is very exten- 
sive. The soil is all good, and the plain level, so that every 
part of it is capable of tillage. Sutun Sing, the father of Seo- 
buksh, is said to have been a greater rack-renter, rebel and rob- 
ber than his son is, and together they have injured the estate 
a good deal, and reduced it from a rent roll of one hundred 
thousand to one of forty. Its rent roll is now estimated, in the 
public accounts, at 54,640, out of which is deducted a nahkar of 
17,587, leaving a government demand of only 37,053. This he 
can't pay ; and he has shut himself up sullenly in his mud fort, 
where the Nazim dares not attack him. He is levying contri- 
butions from the surrounding villages, but has not yet plunder- 
ed or burnt down any. He was lately in prison for two years, 
tut released on the security of Eajah Lonee Sing, of Mitholee, 
whose wife is his wife's sister. He, however, says, that he was 
pledged to produce him when required, not before the pretent 
JTazim^ but his predecessor; and that he is no longer bound by 
this pledge. This reasoning would, of course, have no weight 
vrith the government authorities, nor would it be had recourso 
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to were Lonee Sing less strong. Each has a strong fort, and a 
band of steady men. The Nazim has not the means to attack 
Seobuksh, .%nd dares not attack Lonee Sing, as his estate of 
Pjla is ia the ^* Huzoor Tuhseel," and ujader the protection g£ 
Court £&yoriteSy who are well paid hj kim. 

Lonee Singes estate ef Mitholee is in the Mahomdee district, 
jind under the jurisdiction of the Amil ; and it is only the por- 
tion, consistiHg ef ene hundred and four recently acquired villa- 
ges, which he holds iu the Fyla estate, in the Khyrabad dis- 
trict, that has keen made over to the Huzoor Tuhseel * Ha 
offered an increased rate for these villages to the then Amil, 
Bhowood Dowlah, in the year A. D. 1840. It was accepted, and 
he attacked, plundered and murdered a good many of the old 
proprietor, and established such a dread among them, that he 
now manages them with little difficulty. Basdeo held fourteen of 
thesp villages under mortgage, and sixteen more under lease. 
H^ had his brother, maternal uncle, and a servant, killed by 
liOnee Sing, and is now reduced to beggary. Lonee Sing took 
the lease in March 1S4D, and commenced this attack in May. 

The Nazim had with him the force noted in the margin; but, 
jftfofUry, being unable to get any duty from 

1 Ptttteb A^h Nnjeebs. th^ three regiments first named, 

2 Wm«»ee ditto. ^ ^^^^^ ^^ dispense with th^ 

two first, on condition, tnafc ibe 

4 Futt^ Jung ditto. 

command of the third should be 
Bjiixa Kolee B^haiu 

placed at his disposal for hifi Bon 

h d^taii^ Barlow's ditto. 

or nephew. 

This vequest was complied with; and, on paying a fee of five 
thousand rupees, he got the dress of investiture, and offered it 

* Anrod Sing holds twenty-eight villages in the Pylft cstato, acquired in the 
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to Lieutenant Orr, a very gallant officer, the second in command 
of Captain Barlow^'s corps, as the only way to render the corps 
80 efficient as he required it to be. The Durbar took away the 
two regiments ; but, as soon as they heard that Lieutenant Orr 
was to command the third, they appointed Fidda Hoseyn, bro- 
ther of the ruffian Mahommed Hoseyn, who had held the district 
of Mohomdee, and done so much mischief to it. Fidda Hoseyn, 
of course, paid a high sum for the command to be exacted firom 
Hs subordinates, or the people of the district, in which it might 
be employed ; and the regiment has remained worse than useless. 
Of the eleven guns, five are useless on the ground, and without 
bullocks. The bullocks for the other six are present, but too 
weak to draw any thing. They had had no grain for many 
years; but within the last month they have had ono half seer 
each per day, out of the one seer and half paid for by govern- 
ment. Tiiere is no ammunition, stores, or any thing else for the 
guns, and the best of the carriages are liable to fall to pieces 
with the first discharge. They are not allowed to repair them, 
but must send them in, to get them changed for others when 
useless. The Durbar knows, that if they allow the local officers 
to charge for the repair of guns, heavy charges will be made, 
find no gun ever repaired ; and the local officers know, that if 
they send in a gun to be repaired at Lucknow, they will get 
in exchange one painted to look well, but so fiimsily done up 
that it will go to pieces the first or second time it is fired. 

Captain Barlow's corps is a good one, and the men are finer 
than any that I have seen in our own infantry regiments, though 
thoy get only five rupees a month each, while ours get seven. 
They prefer this rate under European officers in the Oude ser- 
vice, to the seven rupees a month, which sipahoes get in ours, 
though they have no pension establishment, or extra allowance 
while inarching. They feel sure, that their European commandaoli 
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irifl secure them their pay sooner or later— 4;hey escape 
many of the harrassing duties to which our sipahees are liable—^ 
they have leave to visit their homes one month in twelve — ^they 
never have to march out of Oude, te distant stations, situated in 
bad dimates-^hey get fuel and fodder, and eften food, for no- 
thing — ^their baggage is always carried for them at the public 
cost. But, to secure them their pay, arms, accoutrements, clotb- 
iag, &c. Ag. the commandant must be always about the Court 
bimself^ or have aa ambassador of some influence there at great 
cost. Captain Barlow is almost all his time at Court, as much 
from choice as expediency, drawing all his allowances and emo- 
luments of all kinds, while his second in command performs his 
regimental duties for him. The other officers like this, because 
they know, that the corps could not possibly be kept in the 
state it is without it. Captain Barlow has lately obtained three 
thousand rupees for the repair of his six gun carriages, tumbrils^ 
Slc, &c., that is Ave hundred for each. They had not been re^ 
paired for ten years — hardly any of the others, have been repair- 
ed for the last twenty or thirty years. 

The Nas^im of this district of Khyrabad has taken the farm of 
it for one year at nine lakhs of rupees, that is one lakh and 
balf less than the rate at which it was taken by his predecessor 
last year. He tells me, that he was obliged to enter into en- 
gagements to pay in gratuities fifty thousand to ike minister, oi 
which he has as yet paid only live thousand; twenty-flve thous^ 
and to the Dewan, Balkishun, and seven thousand to Oholam 
Suza, who has charge of the Huzoor Tuhseel — ^that he was obliged 
to engage to pay four hundred rupees a month, in salaries, te 
men named by the Dewan, who do no duty, and never shew 
their faces to him; and similar sums to the creatures of the 
minister and others — that he was obliged to pay gratuities to a 
TAst number of understrappers at Court — that he was not made 
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aware of the amount of these gratuities, &e. &e, till he had re- 
ceived his dress of investiture, and had merely promised to pay 
what his predecessor had paid — ^that when about to set out, the 
memorandum of what his predecessor had paid, was put into Yob 
hand, and it was then too late to remonstrate or draw back. There 
may be some exaggeration in the rate of the gratuities demanded; 
but that he has to pay them to the persons named I have no 
doubt ^riiatever, because all men in charge of dLstricts have to pay 
them to those persons, whether they hold the districts in oontmdi 
or in trust. 

The Zuffer Mobaruk regiment, with its commandant, Fidda Ho- 
seyn, is now across the G-hagra in charge of Dhorehra, an estate in 
the forest belonging to Bajah Arjun Sing, who has absconded in 
consequence of having been ruined by the rapacity of a native col- 
lector last year ; and they are diligently employed in plundering all 
the people who remain. The estate paid 2,75,000 a year till these 
outrages began ; and it cannot now pay fifty thousand. Arjun Sing 
and Seobuksh Sing, of Kuteysura, are the only re&actory landhold- 
ers in the Khyrabad district at present. 

March 10, 1850. — Halted at Lahurpoor. There is good ground 
for large civil and military establishments to the south of the town, 
about a mile out, on the left of the road leading to Khyrabad. It 
is a fine open plain of light soil. New pucka wells would be re- 
quired; and some low ground, near the south and north, would re- 
quire to be drained, as water lies in it during the rains. There is 
excellent ground nearer the town on the same side, but the mango 
groves are thick and numerous, and would impede the circulation of 
air. The owners would, moreover, be soon robbed of them were a 
cantonment, or civil station, established among, or very near to, 
them. The town and site of any cantonment, or civil station, 
should be taken from the Kuteysura estate, and due compensation 
made to the holder, Seobuksh. The town is a poor one ; and tlie 
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people are keeping their houses uncovered, -and remeiving their pro- 
perty under the apprehension, that Seobuksh will attack and plun- 
<ler the place. All the merchants and respectable tondholderfi, over 
4;he districts bordering on the Tarae forest, through which we have 
passed, declare, that «11 the colonies of Budukh dacoits, who had, 
for many generations, tip to i84!2, been located in this forest, have 
entirely disappeared. Not a family of them can now be found any 
where in Oude. Six or eight hundred of their brate «nd active 
men used t« sally forth every year, and carry their d^redations in- 
to Bengal, Behar, and all the districts of the north-west provinces. 
Their suppresuon has been a great benefit conferred upon the peo- 
j)le of India hj the British Qt)vemment. 

March 11, ISSQ.-^Kusreyla, ten miles, over a plain of excellent 

^muteear soil scantily cultivated, but studded with fine trees, single 

.and in groves. Kusreyla is among the three hundred villages which 

iiave been lately taken in mortgage firom the proprietors, and in 

lease from government, by Monowur-od Dowlah, the nephew and 

heir of the late Hakeem Mehndee. He is inviting and locating in 

these villages many cultivators of the best classes ; and they will all 

«oon be in a fine state of tillage. No soil can be finer, and no acre 

x>f it is incapable of bearing fine crops. The old proprietors and 

lessees, to whom he had lent money on mortgage, have persuaded 

him to foreclose, ' that they may come under so substantial and kind 

» landholder. They prefer holding the sub-lease under such a man, 

to holding the lease directly under government, subject to the jii- 

Tisdiction of the Nazim. Monowur-od Dowlah pays forty thousand 

rupees a year for the whole to government, and had had the whole 

transferred to the "Huzoor Tuhseel.'* 

The Nazim of Khyrabad rode by my side during this moming^s 
march, and at my request he described the mutiny which took place 
in two of the regiments that attended him in the siege of Bhitolee, 

just before I crossed the Ghagra at Byramghat. These were the 

p2 
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Eatteh 'Aeab, and the Wuzeeree. Their commandaats az^ Allee Ho- 
seyn, aareature of one of the singers, Kootab Allee; and Mahom- 
med Akhbur, a creature of the minister's. They were etaneBOj 
urged by the minister and Nazim to join their regiments fiur the 
short time they would be on this important service, but in tbid; 
nothing could induce them to quit the Court. All the corps men- 
tioned above, as attending the Nazim, were present, and the siege 
had begun when, on the 17th of November, some sbopkeepore in 
camp, homg 'been robbed during the night by some thiefves, shut 
up their shops, and prepared to leave the camp in a body. The 
siege could not go on if the traders all left the place ; and he sent 
a messenger to call the principal men that he might talk to them. 
They refused to move, and the messenger, finding that titey were 
ready to set out, seized one of them by the waist band, and when 
he resisted, struck him on the head with a stick, and said, he 
would make him go to his master. The man called out to some 
Fipahees of the Wuzeeree regiment, who were near, to rescue 
him — ^they did so — ^the messenger struggled to hold his grasp, 
but was dragged off and beaten — he returned the blows — ^the ai'- 
pahees drew their swords — he seized one of the swords and raa 
off towards his master's tent, waving it over his head, to defend 
himself, followed by some of the sipahees. The others ran bade 
to the grove in which their regiment and the Futteh Aeah were 
bivoujSiced — both regiments seized their arms and ran towards the 
Nazim's tents; and when they got within two hundred yards, 
conunenced firing upon them. The Nazim had with him only a 
few of his own armed servants. They seized their arms, and 
begged permission to return the fire, but were restrained till As 
regiment came near, and two tomandars, or officers, who stood 
by the Nazim, were shot down, one dead, and the other dis- 
abled. His men could be restrained no longer, and they shot 
down two of the foremost of the assailants. The Nasim AeB 
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seift off to Lieut^n^nt Ofr, vrhti Was exercising biis corps witk 
l)lAiik cartridge on the parade; aud, supposing tluiffc one of these 
vegimenta was doing the saihe thing near the l^Tazim's tents, he 
f aid no attention to them. He and his brother, the Adjutant, 
ran forwai*d, and entreated the two regiments to ^easO firings 
4ind the Nafeim sent out Sjud Seoraj-od Been, (the commandant 
of the Bhnrmar regiment, stationed in the adjoining district of 
Samni^;ger Bhumeree, who had just come to him ta a visit) 
ivith the keran in his hand, to do the same, the remonstran"- 
«e8 of hoth were in rain. They continue! to fire upon thA 
Kazim, and Lieutenant Orr Went off to bring up his regiment, 
>Rrhieh stood tesAj to more on the parade. Ahknued at this the 
%wo regiments ran off to their grote, and the firing ceased. 

During al this time the othei^ two regiments, the Zuffer Mo- 
1)arak and ISitteh 3'ung, stood looking on as indifferent specta- 
tors ; and afterwards took great credit to theiUselres for not join- 
ing in this attempt to blow up the riceroy, who was obligee!, 
%he next day, to go to their ^camp and apologize humbly for hitt 
tneia hariug presumed to return their fire, Which he deekred that 
thejr had done without his orders! On his doing this, they con^ 
rented to forego their claim to hare the un'uappy messenger sent 
to their camp to be t^deutei; and to remain with him during 
the ^ege. As to taking any part in the nege and assault on 
the fbrt, that was altogether out of their line. Auzit Sole6 
Shan, the commiandant of the Futteh Jung, was at LucknoT^ 
during this mutiny, but he joined a few days after. Lieutenant 
Orr gare me the same narratire of the affair at the dinner table 
last night; and said, that he and his brother had a rery narrow 
escape — ^that his regiment would have destroyed all the mutineers 
had they been present; and he left them on the parade lest he 
might not be able to restrain them in such a scene. Eren this 
mutiny of the two regiments could not tempt thm commandanta 
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to leave Court, where they are still enjoying the favour of their 
.patrons, the minister and the singers, and a large share of the 
pay and perquisites of their officers and sipahees, though the re> 
giments have been sent off to the two disturbed districts of Sun* 
jdeela and Salone. 

They dare not face the most contemptible enemy, but tiief 
-spare not the weak and inoffensive of any class, age or sex. A 
respectable landholder, in presenting a petition, complaining of 
the outrages committed upon his village and peasantry, said a few 
days ago — " The oppression of these revenue collectors, and their 
" disorderly troops, is intolerable, sir — ^they plunder all who can- 
^' not resist them, but cannot lift . their arms, or draw their 
breath freely in the presence ^f armed robbers and rebels — it is 
a proverb, sir, thai insects prey upon sofb wood ; and these men 
prey only upon the peaceful and industrious, who are unable 
'* to defend themselves." The Nazim tells me, that the kmen- 
tations of the poor people, plundered and maltreated, were incei- 
sant and distressing during the whole time these two corps weiv 
with him; and that he could exercise no control whatever over 
them, protected as they were, in all their iniquities, by the Couii 
favour their two commandants enjoyed at Lucknow.* 

I asked Bukhtawur Sing, before the Nazim overtook us tiiis 
morning, why it was, that these governors always took so manj 
troops with them when they moved, from place to place, merdj 
to settle accounts and inspect the crops. " Some of them, slid 
'' he, take all the troops they can muster, to show that thej 
^ .are great men — ^but, for the most part, they are afraid to more 

* Kootftb AUee was one of the 6inger8> who were soon after banished froo 
Oude in disgrace. But aU the influence they exercised over the king has bees 
concentrated in the hands of the two singers who remained^ Moeahib AQee 
mnd Anaes-od Dowbi. AU are despicable domes; but the two» who now gofen 
-ihe ki^g, an much wone chancters thaa any of those who wwe ^^^^r^^ 
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*• wHhoiit tliem. They, and the greater part of the landholders, 
^ consider each other as natural aad irreconcileable enemies ; and 
^ a good manj oiT those, Who hold the largest estates, are at all 
"^ •timea in open resistanco against the goYemment. Thej hare 
"^ their Yakoels with the contraetors when they aro not so, and 
"^ spies when they are. They know all his movements, and would 
^ waylay and cany him off if Bot surrounded with a strong body 
^ of soldietBi for he is alWayv moTing over the country, with 

every pact of which they are well acquainted. Besides, under 

the present system of allowing them to forage or plunder for 

themselves, it is ruinotu to any place to leave them in it for 
^ even a few days — ^no man, within several miles, would preserve 
"^^ shelter for his &mily, or food for his cattle, during the hot 

and raihy months — ^ho is obliged to take them about with him. 

to distribute,, aa equally aa he can, the teiriUe burthen of 
^^ TOftifitaiTring them. ItoW that the sugar-Cane is ripe, not ono 
^^ oane would be preserved in any field within five nules of any 
"*' place where the Nazim kept his troops for ten days.'' 

March 12, 1850. — Seetapoor, nine mil6s, ove^ a plain of muteear 
•oil, the gteater part of which is light, and yields but scanty 
lofops without manure, which is very scarce. Immediately about 
the station and villages, where manure is available, the crops are 
good. The wind continues westerly, the sky is clear, and the 
blight does not seem to increase. 

The 2nd r^ment of Oude local infantry is stationed at Seeta» 
poor, but it has no guns, or cavalry of any kind. Formerly 
there was a corps of the Hon*ble Company's native infantry here^ 
with two guns and a detail of artillery. The sipahees of this 
corps, and of the 1st Oude local infantry, at Sultanpoor, are 
tBomewhat inferior in appearance to those of our oWn native in* 
fantry regiments; and still more so to the Oude corps under 
Captains Barlow, Magness and Bunbury. They receive five ru« 
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pees eigiit Bnnas a month pay, and batta, or extra allowance, when 
marching; and the same pay as our own aipahees of the line, 
i(BeYen rupees a month) when serving with them. But the com- 
mandants cannot get recruits equal to those that enlist in our 
regiments of the line, or those that enlist in the corps of the 
officers above named. They have not the rest and the license of 
the one, while they have the same drill and discipline, without 

tiie same rate of pay as the other. They have now the privilege 
of petitioning through the Resident like our sipahees of the line, 
and that of the pension establishment, while Barlow's, Bunbuiy's 
and Magness' corps have neither. They have none but internal 
duties — ^they are hardly ever sent out to aid the king's local 
authorities, and do not escort treasure even for their own pay. 
It is sent to them by drafts from Lucknow on the local col- 
lectors of the district in which they are cantoned ; and the mo- 
ney required for the Resident's Treasury, a great portion of which 
passes through the Seetapoor cantonments, is escorted by our 
infantry regiments of the line, stationed at Lucknow, merely be- 
cause a Gheneral Order exists, that no irregular corps shall be 
employed on such duties, while any regular corps, near, has a 
relief of guards present. The corps of regular infantry, at Shaje- 
hanpoor, escorts the treasure six marches to Seetapoor, where it 
is relieved by a detachment from one of the regular corps at 
Lucknow, six marches distant. 

The native officers and sipahees of these two corps have leave 
of absence to visit their families just as often, and for just as 
long periods^ as those of the corps under the three above named 
officers, that is, for one month out of twelve. The native officers 
and aipahees of these three corps are not, however, so much 
drilled, or restrained, as those of the two Oude local corps, in 
whidi no man dares to help himself, occasionally, to the roofs of 
lioosei aad the produce of fields or gardens ; nor to take presents 
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from locnl authorities, as they are hardly ever sent out to 
assist them. The native officers and sipahees, of the very best of 
•the king of Oude^s corps, do all this more or less 9 and they be^ 
«come, in consequence, more attached to their officers and the 
service. Moreover, the commandants of the two corps of Oude 
local infantry mover become mediators between large landholders 
and local governors, aa thoso of the king of Oude's corps so often 
io; nor are any landed estates ever assigned to them fchr the 
liquidatioH of their arrears of pay, and confided to their manage- 
ment. So highly do the native officers of these three Oude 
KomuJcee corps appreciate all the privileges and perquisites they 
enjoy, when out on duty nnder disi^ct officers, that they consi- 
der short periods of guard duty in the city, whete they have 
none of them, as serious punishments. 

The drainage about Sectapoor is into the small river Surain, 
which flows along on the west boundary, and is excellent; and 
the lands in and about the station are, at all times, dry. The 
soil, too, is good; and the place, on the whole>, is well adapted 
lor the cantonment of a much larger force. 

March 13, 1850. — Khyrabad, east, nine nales, over a plain of 
doomuteea soil with much oosur. A little outlay and labour 
seem, howevei^ to make this oosur produce good crops. On en> 
tering the town on the west side^ we passed over a good stone 
bridge over this little stream, the Surain; and to the east of 
the town is another over the still smaller stream of the Gh)nd^ 
Khyrabad is not so well drained as Seetapoor, nor would it be 
so well adapted for a large cantonment. It is considered to be 
less healthy. There is an avenue of good trees all the way from 
Seetapoor to Khyrabad, a distance of six miles^ planted by Ha- 
keem Mehndee. Our camp being to the eastern extremity of the 
town, renders the distance nine miles. 

Yesterday, at Seetapoor, I had a visit from Monowur-od Dow-* 
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U, late prime minister, and Moomtft2«od Dowla, grand S6n to 
the late king, Mahonimed Allee Shah, on their way out to the 
Tarao forest to join Hindoo Sao, the brother of the Bjza Bae, 
of Ovalior, in pursuit of tigers. This morning, on the road, old 
Bakhtawur Sing, after a sigh, said — *' I presented a nazur to 
** the prince, Moomtaz*od Dowla, sir-^he is the grand son of a 
^' king, and the victim of the folly and crime of shooting a mon^ 
'' key! His father, Asgur Allee Khan, was the eldest son of 
'' Mahommed Allee Shah, and elder brother of Amjud Allee Shah, 
'* the father of the present king. He was fond of his gun, and 
'' one day a monkey, of the red and short tailed kind, came uid 
'' sat upon one of his out offices. He sent for his gun, and 
^ fihot it dead with a ball. The very next day, sir, he had a 
** severe attack of fever, which carried him off in three days* 
'* During this time he frequently called out in terror, 'save md 
^' from that monkey, save me from that monkey,' pointing to the 
'* part of the room in which he saw him — ^the monkey killed 
'' Asgur Allee Khan, sir; and no man ever escapes death or 
** misery who wilfully kills one. Moomtaz*od Dowla might, sir, 
^' have been now king of Oude had his father not shot that 
** monkey. But I thought it was the hanoomaun, or long tailed 
** monkey, that was hold sacred by the hindoos ? Sir, said Bukh- 
** tawur Sing, both Mre alike sacred.* Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, 
** the predecessor of Mahommed Alloe Shah, went one day shoot- 
** ing in the dilkhoosha park. Several of the long tailed monkeys 

* That Aagwe Allee Khan, the eldest son of the king, Mahommed Allee 
ftiah, did ahoot the monkey, get a fever a few days after, and die of it, 
mre facta well kxKywn at LucknoW. That he often mentioned the monkey dor" 
tag his delirium, is generally believed; and that his death was the conseqnenoe 
4of bis flbootiiig that animal, ifl the opinion of all the hindoo, and a great part 
4o( ihe musalman, population. His death, while his father lived, deprived hit 
jfoa, Moonttaz-od Dowla, of the throne. 
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*' came nnd sat upon a mango tree near Mm. He conld n^t 
'** resist the temptation, and shot sereral of them, one after and* 
*** ther, with ball. He returned to the palace ; but had not beeffli 
"** home more than three hours, when he and his favourite wife, 
"^^ the Kooduseea begum,* 4iad a fierce quarrel, in which both be- 
•** came insatie — ^she was so enraged, that she took poison forth- 
with; and, in her agony, actually spit up hfer Kver, which 
bad been tom to pieces by the force of the poison ! The king 
could not stand the horrible sight, and ran off and hid him- 
self in the race stand, near which you fell and broke your 
thigh bone in Aprfl last — there he Remained shut tip till she 
^* died. He had had warning, sir, for a few months after his 
^' accession to the throne ; I attended him and his minister, Aga 
''^ Meer, on a visit to the garden, called padshiih baag, on the op- 
posite side of the river. He had a gun with him; and, seeing 
a monkey on a tree, he ordered the prime lAinister t6 try his 
hand at it. I told Aga Meeir, that evil would Certainly befiaU 
^' him, or his house, if he shot the animal, and begged his majed- 
** ty not to insist upon the minister's doing it. Both laughed 
at what they thought my folly — ^the minister shot the monkey; 
and, in a few days, he was out of office, and in a prison. 
One way or other, sir, a man who wilfully destroys a monkey 
is sure to be punished." 

At Khyrabad there is a handsome set of buildings, donsisting 
of a mausoleum over his father, a mosque, an imarnbaraj and a 
Jcudum rusooly or shrine with the print of the prophet's foot — erect* 
ed by Mucka Durzee, a tailor in the service of the king, who 
made a large fortune out of his master's iEivors, and who still 
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* The Kooduseea Begum had been introduced into the palace as waiting 
Woman to Mulika Zumanee, whom she soon superseded in the long's affections, 
Which she retained till her death* She was married to the Viy»g on the 17th 
Becemb^, 1831, and died on the 21st of August, 1834i 
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lijea, snd proTidefl for tlidr repair and suitable endowment. TheM 
bnildingB are, like ail others of the same kind, infested by a 
host of professional religions mendicants^ (^ both sexes and aD 
ages, who make the air resound with their clamours for alms* 
Not oolj are such buildings so infested, but all the towns around 
them. I Qould not help observing to the native gentlemen, who 
4ittendod me — *' that when men planted groves and avenuee, and 
^ built reserrars, bridges, caravan seraes, and wells, they did not 
^ ^ve nae to any such sources of annoyance to travellers — that 
they enjoyed the water, shade, and accommodation, with* 
out cost or vexation, and went on their way blessing the 
donor. That, said an old Busaldar, is certainly taking a new 
*^ and just view of the case — ^but still it is a surprising thing to 
*' see a man, in this humble sphere of life, raising and main* 
** taining so splendid a pile of buildings."* 

The town of Khyrabad has still a good many inhabitants ; but 
the number is fast decreasing. It was the residence of the &* 
milies of a good many public officers in our Service, and that of 
Oude; and the local authorities of the district used to reside 
here, l^hey do so no longer; and the families of public officers 
have almost all gone to reside at other places. Life and pro* 
pcrty have become exceedingly insecure; and attacks by gang rob* 
bers so frequent, that no man thinks his house and family safe 
far 8^ single night. Gk)vemment officers are entirely occupied in 
the collection of revenue ; and they disregard altogether the suf- 
ferings and risks to which the people of towns are exposed. The 
ground around the place is low, and the climate is inferior to 
that of Seetapoor. Salt and saltpetre are made from tne soil im- 
mediately round the town. 

*■ Mncka tke tailor, to whom these buUdings belong, is the person men- 
tionei in the aocount of the death of the king, Noseer-od Deen Hyder, ani 
the confinement of Ghalib Jong. 
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I have mentlonecl, that Moomtafe^ed Dowla might now htbVe 
)>een king of Oude, had his father not died before his father. 
The Mahommedan law ezcludps, for ever, the children of anjr 
person who dies before the person to Whom he, or she, is the 
-next heir from all right in the inheritance. Under the opera- 
tion of this law the sons of the eldest son of the reigning king 
aro excluded from the succession if he dies before his father, and 
^fae crown deyolves on the second son, or on the brother of the 
•kingf if he leayes no other son. The sons of all the sons who 
die, while their father Hves, are mahjoob-oldrsj that is, excluded 
'£rom inheritance. In the 8«ne manner if the next brother of the 
•king dies before him, his sons are excluded from the succession^ 
which devolves on the third brother, and so on through aU the 
brothers. "Fw instance, on the death, without any recognized 
issue, of l^useer-od Been Hjder, son of €Hiazee-od Deen, he was 
•flucceeded on the throne by Mahommed AUee Shah, the third 
brother of GFhazee-od Deen, though four sons of the second bro>- 
iher, Shums-od Bowla, still lived. On the death of Mahommed 
AUee Shah, he was succeeded by his second son, Amjud Allee 
^hah^ though Moomtaz-od Dowla, the son of his eldest son, As- 
^ur Ailee Khan, still lived. Shnms^od Dowla died before his 
«ldet Iwother^ Ghazee-od Deen; and Asgizr Allee Khan before 
hia father^ Mahommed Allee Shah ; and the sons of both became^ 
in consequence, ^^ mahjoc^l-prs^^ excluded from succession! iThe 
same rule guides the succession among the Delhi sovereigns. This 
exdusion extends to all kinds of property, as w^ll as to sove- 
reignty* 

Moomtaz-od Dowla is married to 2eenut-on Nissa, the daugh- 
ter of Mulika Zumanee, one of the consorts of Nuseer^od Deen 
Hyder, late king of Oude; and he has, I fear, moro cause to 
regret his union with her than his exclusion &om the throne. 
Zeenut-on Nissa enjoys a pension of ten thousand rupees a month. 
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in her owa riglit, under We guartmtee of tlie BriHsli Gk>v6m« 
mant. I maf ]bere, as an episode not deroid of intereot^ give i 
brief account of her mother, who^ for eome years, during the 
reign of Nuseer-od Deen Hydcr> presided over the palace at 
Iiuchnow. Before I do so, I maj mention, that the king, Nuseer- 
od Deen Hjder, had been married to a grand daughter of the 
emperor of Delhi, a veiy beautiful young woman> of exemplar)^ 
character, who still survives, and retains the respect of the roj- 
a1 family and people of Lucknow, Finding the Court too profli' 
gate for her, she retired into private life soon after the marriage, 
and has remained there ev^ since upon a small stipend from 
the king. 

Mulika Zumanee, queen of the age, was a daughter of a hiii' 
doo of the Koormee caste, who borrowed from his neighbour, 
Putteh Morad, the sum of sixty rupees, to purchase cloth. Her 
fioon after died, leaving a widow and a daughter, named Dolaree, 
then five years of age. They were both seized and confined for 
the debt by Futteh Morad; but, on the mother's consenting tct 
leave her daughter, in bondage, for the debt, she was released. 
Futteh Morad's sister, Kuramut-on Mssa, adopted Dolaree, who was 
a prepossessing ohild, and brought her up as her daughter; bat 
finding, as she grew up, that she was too intimate with Boos^' 
turn, the son by a former husband of her brother's second wife< 
fihe insisted upon their being married, and they were so. Futtek 
Morad soon afber died, and his first wife turned the second witk 
her first son, Boostum, and his wife, Dolarce, and the two sonn^ 
which sho had borne to Futteh Morad — Futteh ADee Khan and 
UVarus Allee Khan — out of her house. They went to Futteh 
Morad's aunt, Bebee Mulatee, a learned woman, who resided, as 
governess, in the house of Nawab Mohubbut Khan, at Boostum- 
nugger, near Lucknow, and taught his daughters to read the ko^ 
Tan. 'Finding Dolaree to be not the most faithful of wives to 
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oostum, she would not admit them into the Nawab's house; but 
le assisted them with food and raiment; and Boostum entered 
le Bervice — as a groom — of a trooper in the king's cavalry, call- 
1 Abaa Kolee Beg. Dolaree had giyen birth to a boy, who 
as named Mahommed Allee ; and she now gaye birth to a 
lighter; but she had cohabited with a blacksmith and an ele- 
gant driver in the neighbourhood, and it became a much 'Wexed 
estion" whether the son and daughter resembled most Boos- 
ing the blacksmith, or the elephant driver — ^all, however, were 
reed upon the point of Dolaree's backslidings. Mahommed Allee, 
as Kywan Ja, was three years of age, and the'* daughter, ZeC' 
t-'On i^^ev, one yeiu* and half, when some belted attendants 
im the palace came to Eoostumnugger in search of a wet nurse 
r the young prince, Moonna Jan, who had been bom the 
^ht before; and Bebee Mulatee, whose reputation for learning 
d reached the royal family, sent off Dolaree as one of the 
odidates for employment. Her appearanc pleased the queen, 
e padshah begum, the quality of her milk was pronounced by 
e royal physicians to be first rate, and she was chosen as 
yt nurse for the new-bom prince. 

Moonna Jan*s fi^ther — then heir appa:rent to the throne of 
ade — ^no s6oner saw Dolaree than, to the astonishment of the 
leen and her court, he fell desperately in love with her, though 
e seemed very plain and very vulgar to all other eyes ; and he 
uld neither repose himself, nor permit any body else, in •the 
dace, to repose, till he obtained the king's and queen's consent to 
s making her his wife, which he did in 1826. She soon ac- 
dred an entire ascendancy over his weak mind ; and, anxious to 
rround herself in her exalted station by people on whom she 
•uld entirely rely, she invited the learned Bebee Mulatee aud 
sr daughter, Jumcel-on Nissa, and her son, Kasim Beg, to 
le palace, and placed them in high and confidential posts. She 
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invitod, at the same time, Fatteli Allee and Waris Allee, \\^ 
8ons of Fatteh Morad bj his second wife; and persuaded the king, 
tliat they were all people of high lineage, who had been reduced, 
1)7 unmerited misfortunea, to accept employments bo humble* M 
were raised to the rank of Nawabs, and placed in situations of 
hij^h trust and emoluments. Kuramut>on Nissa, too^ the sistef 
erf Futteh Morad, was invited; but when Dolaree's husband — the 
humble Boostum — ^ventured to approach the Court, he was veiled 
and imprisoned in a fort in the Bangur district till tbe death of 
Nuseer-od Deen, when he was released. He came to Lucknoir^ 
but died soon after. 

Soon after the death of Ghazee-od Deen had placed th€f h&f 
apparent, her husband, on the throne, 20th of October, 1827, the 
fortified herself still further by high alliances ; and her son, M*' 
hommed Alice, was affianced to the daughter of Bokun-od 
Dowla, brother of the late king ; and her daughter, Zeenut-oir 
iNissa, to Moomtaz-od Dowla, the prince, of whom I am writ- 
ing. These two marriages were celebrated at a cost of aboul 
thirty lakhs of rupees; Dolaree was declared the first consort d 
the king, under the title of " Mulika Zamanee," queen of the age,"* 
and received an estate in land yielding six lakhs of rupees a ywr 
for pin money. Not satisfied with this, she prevailed upon the 
king to declare her son, Mahommed Alloc, alias Kywan Ja, to 
be his oum and eldest son, and heir apparent to the throne ; and 
to demand his recognition, as such, irom the British Govemmeut, 
through its representative, the Eesident. His majesty, with grat 
solemnity, assured the Besident, on many occasions during No- 
Tember and December, 1827, tliat Kywan Ja was hU eldest son; 
and told him, that had ho not been so, his uncle would ncrer 
have consented to bestow his daughter upon him in marriage; 
jior should he himself have consented to expend twenty lakhs of 
rupees in the ceremonies. The Besident told him, tiist thv 
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ntiitersal implreesion at Lucknow was, that the boj was three jeard 
o{ age when his mother was first introduced to his majesty. But 
this had no effect ; and, to remove ail farther doubts and dis- 
etissioHS on the subject, he wrote a letter himself to the Grovem- 
or-Ghneral» eamestij {>rotesting, that Kywan Jah wto his eldest 
son and hdr t^pparent is the throne; and as such, he was sent 
from Lucknow to Cawnpoor to meet and escort over Lord Com- 
l>enilere in December, 1827. 

On the birth of Moonna Jan, the then king, Q-hazee^d Deeii 
Hjdeiv declared to the Besident, that the boy was not his 
grand son; and that his son, Nuseer-od Deen, pretended that he 
Was his son, merely to please his imperious mother, the Padshah. 
Begum, and to annoy his &ther, with whom they were bbth on 
bad terms. Ohazee-od Deen had, however, before his death de- 
clared that he believed Mooniia Jan to be his grand son.* In 
February, 1832, the king, Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, first through 
his minister, and then in person, assured the Besident^ that nei- 
ther of thd boys was his son ; and requested, that he would re- 
port the same to his Government, and assure the Gk>vemor-Gte 
neral— " that both reports, as to these boys being sons of his, 
'^ were fidse; and arose from the same cause, bribery and ambi' 
«( Hon — ^that Mulika Zumanee had paid many lakhs of rupees t6 
*' influential people about him, to persuade him to call her son 
'' his, and dedare him heir apparent to the throne; and that 
<< Fazl Allee and Sookcheyn had done the same to induce othersi 



* I beliere that Ghazee-od Deen's first repudiatioii of Moonna Jan arose en- 
tirely fironi a desire to rerenge himself npon his termagant wife, whose furious 
temper left him no peace. She was, from his birth, very fond of thfe boy ; and 
t« question his legitimacy was to wound her in her tenderest point. This was 
the " raw" which her husband established, and which his son and aucoessor 
afterwords worked upon. 
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^' to penoade him to acknowledge Moonna Jaa to be hii BOA. Bui^ 
*' said hia majestyi I know> positively, that he is not my son, and 
*' my fisher knew the same.'* The wary minister then, to dendi 
the matter, remarked, that his majesty had mentioned to him thai 
he had ceased to cohabit with Moonna Jan's mother for twentyi 
four months before the boy was bom ! and the king assured tiie 
Basident that this was quite true. Hakeem Mehndee was as 
anxious, as Aga Meer had been, to keep the king estranged from 
his imperious mother ; and the only sure way was, to make him 
persist in repudiating the boy, or postponing his claim to the sno 
cession. 

Mulika Zumanee's influence over the king had, however, been 
eclipsed, first, by Miss Walters, Mokuddera Ouleea, whose histoiy 
has already been given ; secondlyi by the beautiful Taj Mahal ; audi 
thirdly, by the Kuduseea Begum. She entered the palace as a 
waiting woman to Mulika Zumanee ; and, on the 17th of Decemberi 
1831, the king married her; and from that day till her death, on 
the 21st of August, 18d4i, she reigned supreme in the palace, and 
in the king's affections. On the king's paying a visit of ceremony 
to Mulika Zumanee one evening, he asked for water, and It was 
brought to him in a gold cup, on a silver tray, by the £udu8eea 
Begum, then one of the women in waiting. Her face was partially 
unveiled; and the king, after drinking, threw the last few drops 
from the eup over her veil in play. In return, she threw the few 
drops^ that had been spilled on l^e salver, upon the king's robe, or 
rest. He pretended to be angry, and asked her, with a frown, how 
•he could dare to besprinkle her sovereign — she replied — "When 
^' children play together, there is no distinction between the prince 
^ and the peasant." The king was charmed with her half veiled 
beauty and spirit ; and ho paid a second visit the nett day, and 
Again asked for water. He did the same as the first day, and she 
returned the compliment in the same way. He came a third time 



tolART OF ▲ TOITit THROUGH OUBS. 131 

aaS asked fer water, bat Mulib ZoBuunee had beeome alarmed, and 
it was presMited hj another and less dangerous person. A few 
dajrs after, howeyer, the queen was eonstramed to allow her fair at- 
teftdaat to attend the king, and receive from him formal proposals 
of raaniage, ^ddeh she accepted.* 

She was handsome and generous; Imt there wis ho discrimina- 
— — I 1-1— ■ - -■ 

^ Om 9f 1M first ewas that I had to decide, after takmg cfavge of mj 
ofllcQi w«« that of a daim to fire Govenimeat Notee, of twnty tiiousaiid nu 
peea each, leftbj Sultan Mahal, one of the late king, Amjnd Allee Shah'i^ 
widows. The daimants were tke reigning long, and the mother, brother and 
sister of tke dsEsaieS] ifidov. She was llie daughter of a green grocer; and, 
Ib Vebmary, 1846, at the age of sixteen, she went to the palace with T^;e- 
tables. The king saw and feQ in love with her; and she, forthwith, became 
•■e of his wires, andor the name of '' Sultan Mahal," In November, 1846, 
the king inTSsted eighteen lakhs and thirty thonsand rupees In Goremment 
HoteSt M a pro^isioa for his wives and other fiamale relations. The notes 
-weie to bo made out In their names, respectivcjlj; and the interest was to be 
^paid to them and their heirs. Of this sum, Snltan Mahal was te have one 
■Inmdred thomsand^ and, on the 21st of November, she drew the interest, in 
«ntidpafien, up to the 30th of December of that year. The five Notes for 
twenty thousand each, in her name, were received in the Resident's Treasury 
on the 20th ef April, 1847. On the 28th of August, she sent an applicatioa 
-for tiie Notes to the Resident, but £ed the next day. The king, ker has- 
iMnd, kad died <m tke 13th February, 1847. 

Nine days after, on the 6th of September, tke new king, Wajid Alleo Shak* 
aent an application to have these five Notes tnasfiBtred te eae of Us owa 
wives; urging, that, as his £ither, and the Sultan Mahal, had both died, he 
alone ought to be considered as the heir. It was decided, that the mother, 
:^ster and brother were the rightful heirs to the Saltan Mahal; and the 
amount was distributed among them according to Mahoramedaa law. The ques- 
tion was, however, submitted to Government at his majesty's request; and the 
dedsion of the Resident was upheld, on the ground, that the Notes were in 
iSie lady's name, and she had actually drawn interest on them; and, as she 
Hed intestate, they became the property of her heirs. 



132 DIART OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDR. 

tioR in her boimtjr^ and she is said to h&ve receiYed firom tiie king 
nearly two millions of money out of the reserred tietfiory for pin«» 
money alone. Of this she sayed forty*four lakhs of rupeee. The 
king never touched this moneyi and it formed, in a separate iq^arU 
ment, the greater part of the seventy lakhs found in hia reserved 
treasury on his death, out of the ten krores, or ten millions ster^ 
ling, which he found there when he ascended the throne in 1827. 

She is said to have been the only one of his wives, who ever had 
any real affection for the king. She was haughty and imperious in 
her temper ; and the only female, who had any influence over her, 
was a Mogulanee, who taught her to read and write. She assisted 
her mistress very diligently in spending her pin money; and made 
the fortunes of sundry of her relations. Altercations between the 
Euduseea Begum and the king were not uncommon ; but, on the 
21st of August, 1834i, the king became unusually excited, and told 
her, that he had raised her from bondage to the throne, and oould 
as easily cast her back into the same vile condition. Her proud 
spirit could not brook this, and she instantly swallowed artenie* 
The king relented, and every remedy was tried, but in vain. The 
king watched over her agonies till she was about to e^ire, when 
he fled in a frantic state, and took refuge in the apartments of the 
race stand, about three miles from the palace, till the funeral oers' 
monies were over. It is said, that in her anxiety to give birth to 
an heir to the throne, she got the husband, from whom she hid 
been divorced, smuggled into her apartments in the palace in a fe^ 
male dress more than once ; and that this was reported to the king, 
and became the real cause of the dispute. 

The Mogulanee attendant, who had accumulated twenty lakhs of 
rupees, was seized and commanded to disgorge. She offered five 
lakhs to Court favorites, on condition that they saw her safely over 
the river Ganges into British territory. The most grave of them 
were commissioned to wait upon hia majesty, and entreat him, most 
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eomestlyy to banish her, forthwith, from his territories, fts Bhe was 
known, in the first place, to be one of the most potent sorceT' 
resses in India; and, in the next, to have been exceedingly at- 
tached to ^er late mistress — that thej had strong grounds to be- 
lieve, that it was her intention to send his majesty's spirit af- 
ter hers, that they might be united in the next world as they 
had been in this. The king got angr^, and said, that he had 
no dread of sorceresses, and would make the old lady disgorge 
het twenty lakhs. That very night, however, in his sleep, he saw 
the Kuduseea Begum enter his room— approach his bed — ^look 
upon him with a countenance still fnore kind und bright than in 
life, and then return slowly with her face still towards 
him^ and beckoning him with her hand to foUowl As soon 
as he awoke, he became greafcly agitated and akrmed; and 
ordered the old sorceress to be sent, forthwith, across th6 
Gtmges to Cawnpoor. She paid her five lakhs, and took 
off about fifteen; but what became of her afterwards I havd 
hot heardw 

By a deed of engagement with ihe British Qovemment, dated 
the ist of March, 1829, the king contributed to the five per 
cent loan the sum of sixty-two lakhs and forty thousand rupees, 
the interest ef which^ at five per cent, our Government pledged 
itself to pay, in perpetuity^ to four females of the king's family. 
To Mulika Zuihanee, ten thousand a month — ^to her dlknghter, 
!2eennt-dn Nissa, four thousand — ^to Mokuddera Ouleeii (Misi^ 
Walters) six thousiEUid; and to l)aj ]!d!ahal six thousand, total 
twenty-six thousand rupees a montli. On the death ef Mulika 
^umanee, which took place on the 22nd December. 1843, her 
daughter succeeded to her pension of six thousand a month. 

The other portion of her pension — ^four thousand rupees a 
month-— went to her grand son, Wuzeer Mirza, the son of Ky- 
wan Jah| who had died on the 16th of May, 1838, before his 
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mother.* Of this four thousand a month, one thoufland are giyen 
to Zeenut-on Nissa for the boy's subsistence and education, and 
three thousand a month are invested in G-oyemment securiteSy 
to be paid to ^m when he comes of age. But besides the aiz 
thousand rupees a month, which she inherits from her mother, Zee- 
nut-on Nissa enjoys the pension of four thousand rupees a moniii, 
which was assigned to her by the king in the same deed; so 
that she now draws eleven thousand rupees a month, indepen- 
dent of her husband's income.f By this deed the stipends are to 
descend to the heirs of the pensioners, if they have any; and if 
they have none, they can bequeath their pensions to whom 
they please. Should they have no heirs, and leave no win, Ae 
stipends are to go to the moojtahids and moojawurs, or presidiiig 
priests of the shrine of kurbala, in Turkish Arabia^ for distribu- 
tion among the needy pilgrims.^ 



* Wuzeer Mina ia not the son of Rokun-od Dowla's daughter. KywH 
Jah's inarriage« with that hidy, was never consummated. 



t She takes after her mother, and makes her worthy husband very 
able. She is ill-tempered, haughty and profligate. 

t An European lady, who visited the sunana of the king, Naaeer-od Dsei 
Hyder, on the anniversary of his coronation, on the 18th of October, I92i, 
writes thus to a female friend — "But the present king's wives wen sapertif 
dressed, and looked like creatures of the Arabian Tales. Indeed, one (Aj 
Hahal) was so beautiful, that I could think of nothing but T^u Rookh fti 
her bridal attire. I never saw any one so lovely, either black or vHiite. Hsr 
features were perfect; and such eyes and eye-lashes I never behdd before. 9tf 
is the fiivorite queen at present, and has only been married a month or tn 
—her age, about fourteen; and such a little creature, with the smaUeat 
and feet, and the most timid, modest look imaginable. You would have 
charmed with her, she was so graceful and fiiwn-like. Her dnsa wm of goU 
and scarlet brocade, and her luur was literally strewed with peaila, wludi kt^ 
down upon her neck in long single strings, terminating in laiso peiilib «W 
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ftlzAd iHfii imd bun; as lo# as her hair, whidi was cnrled <ni each dde her 
iMad IB long ringlets, like Charles the Seoend's heamti^, Ott her forehead she 
wore a small gold cfrdet, from which dejpended and hong, half way down, large 
pearls. Interspersed with emeralds. Above this was a para^Bse plame> from 
which strings of peai-ls were carried over the head, as we torn our hair. Her 
earrings were immense gold rings, with pearls and emeralds suspended all round 
in large strings, the pearh increasiiig in taze. She had a nose ring also with 
large round peails a^d emeralds; and her necklaces, &c. &c. were too nu- 
merous to be described. She wore long sleeyes, open at the elbow; and her 
dress was a fall pettic6at with k tight body attached, and open only at the 
throat. She had sereral persons to bear her train when she walk^ and her 
women stood behind her couch to arrange her head dress, when, in moring, 
lier pearls got entangeld in the immense robe of scarlet and gold she had 
thrown atound heTi This beautiful creature is the envy of all the other wives, 
and the filrorite, at preset, of both the king and his mother, both of whom 
IwYe given her titles see Mrs. Park's Wandering, vol. i., page 87. Taj ICa- 
lial still lives and enjoys a pension of six thousand rupees a month, under 
the guarantee of the British Government. She became very profligate after the 

a death, and after she had given birth to one child, it was deemed ne- 
to place a guard over her to prevent her dishonoring the memory Of 

king^ her husband, any further by giving birth to more. 



Of Miss Walters, alias Mokuddera Ouleea, the same lady writes—" The 
other newly-made queen is nearly European, but not a whit fairer than Taj 
Mahal. She is, in my opinion, plain; but she is considered by the niitive la- 
very handsome; add she was the king's fiivorite before he saw Tij MahaL 
was more splendidly dressed than even Taj Mahal. Her head dress wai 
a coronet of diamonds, with a fine crescent and plume of the same. She is 
tk6 daughter of an European merchant, and is accomplished for an inhabitant 
•f a zunana, as she writes and speaks Persian fluently, as well as Hindoosta- 
aee, and It is said that she is teaching the king English, thouj^ when we 
•poke to her, in English, she said she had forgotten it, and could not reply. 
8ke was, I fancy, afraid of the queen dowager, as she evidently understood Vi; 
9tA when asked if she liked being in the zunana, she shook her head, and 
iMked quite melancholy. Jealousy of the new favorite, however, appeared to 
W the cailse 6f her discontent, as, though they sat on the same couch« they 
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neyer addraBod aftcli other.'* Of Mnlika Stuiiidied the MoUd hAf MyB^'' Th« 
mother of the king^s ehildren» Mnlike 2iuiumee> ^d not tint «s at the qnen 
doweger^s; but we went, to lee her at her own pakce» She is, after all, ^ 
person of the most political consequence, being the mother of tha heir apps- 
rent; and she has great power over her rojal husband, whose ears she bens 
occasionally." 



,W1T 



CHAPTEE X: 



When in February, 1832, the king, Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, 
assured the Besident, that Moonna Jan was not his son, Lord 
William Bentinck was Gbvemor-Qeneral of India. A more tho- 
roughly honest man never, I believe, presided over the govern- 
ment of any country. The question of nght to succession was 
long maturely, and most anxiously, considered, after these repeated 
And formal repudiations on the part of the king, Nuseer-od Deen 
Hyder; and Government would, willingly, have deferred a final 
^lecision, on so important a question, longer; but it was deemed 
nnsafe, any longer, from the debauched habits of the king, the 
chance of his sudden death, and the risk of a tumult in such ^ 
city, to leave the representative of the paramount power unpre- 
pared to prodaim its will, in favour of the rightful heir, the mo- 
ment that a demise took place. Under these considerations, in- 
Btructions were sent to the Besident, on the 15th of December, 
1S32, in ease of the king's death, without a son, or pregnant 
consort, to declare the eldest surviving brother of the late king, 
Ghazee-od Deen Hyder, heir to the throne, and have him placed 
ispon it. According to the law already noticed — which applies as 
well to sovereignty as to property — ^the sons of Shums-od Dowlah, 
the second son of Saadut Allee Khan, who had died shortly be- 
fore his eldest and reigning brother, Ghazee-od Deen, were ex- 
cluded from all claims to the succession, and the right devolved 
upon the third son of Saadut Allee, Nuseer-od Dowlah. Ghazee-od 






s 



138 DIARY OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDB. 

Deen had only one son, the reigning sovereign, Nu»eer-od Deen 
Hyder. 

This prince had impaired his constitution by drinking and other 
vicious indulgences, in which he had been encouraged, in early 
life, by his designing, or inconsiderate, adoptive mother, the Pad- 
shah Begum; but for sometime before his death, he used fre- 
quently to declare, to his most intimate companions, that he felt 
sure he should die of poison, and that at no distant period. He, 
for some time before his death, had a small well in the palace, 
over which he kept his own lock and key; and he kept the 
same over the jar, in which he drew the water from it for his 
own drinking. The keys were suspended by a gold chain around 
his neck. The persons who gave him his drink, except when 
taking it out of English sealed bottles, were two sisters, Dhu- 
neea and Dulwee. The latter and youngest is now the wife of 
Wasee Allee Elhan. The eldest, Dhuneea, still resides at Luck- 
now. The general impression at Lucknow, and over all Oude 
was, that the British Qovemment would take upon itself the 
management of the country on the death, without issue, of Na- 
seer-od Deen Hyder; and the king himself, latterly, seemed rather 
pleased than otherwise at the thought, that he should be 
the last of the Oude kings. He had repudiated his own son, 
and was unwilling that any other member of the family should 
fill his place. The minister and the other public officers and 
Court &vourites, who had made large fortunes, wished it, as it 
was understood by some, that by such a measure they would be 
secured from aU scrutiny into their accounts, and enabled to 
keep securely all that they had accumulated. 

About half-past eleven, on the night of the 7th July, 1837, 
the Durbar Wakeel, Gholam Taheea,* came to the Besident and 



* Gholam Yaheea Khan was the maternal uncle of Shurf-od Dowlah, who was, 
■fterwardsj some time minister under Mahommed Allee Shah. 
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reported, that the king had been taken suddenly ill, and appear- 
ed to be either dead, or in a dying state, from the sjmptoma 
described to him by His Majesty's attendants. The Eesident, Co- 
lonel Low, ordered his two Assistants, Captains Faton and Shakes- 
pear, the Head Moonshee and Head Clerk, to be in attendance, 
and wrote to request the Brigadier, Commanding the troops in 
Oude, to hold one thousand men in readiness to march to the 
Besidency at a moment's notice. The Besidency is situated in 
the city near the Furra Buksh Palace, in which the king resid- 
ed. The Besident intended, that five companies of this force 
ahould be sent in advance of the main body and guns, for the 
purpose of placing sentries over the palace gates, treasuries, and 
other places containing valuables within the walls. But this in- 
tention was not, unfortunately, made known to the Brigadier. 
Captain Magness, who commanded a corps of in&ntry, with six 
guns, and a squadron of horse, had been ordered by the minis- 
ter, at half-past eight o'clock, to proceed with them to a place 
near the southern entrance of the palace, and there to wait for 
flirther instructions, and he did so. This was three hours before 
tlie minister made any report to the Eesident of the king's ill- 
ness; and Captain Magness was told by the people, in attend- 
ance, that the king was either dead or dying. 

Having given these orders the Eesident proceeded to the pa- 
lace, attended by Captain Faton, the first Assistant, and Dr. Ste- 
venson, the Eesidency Surgeon. They found the king lying dead 
upon his bed, but his body was still warm, and Doctor Steven- 
son opened a vein in one arm. Blood flowed freely from it, 
but no other sign of life could be discovered. His features were 
placid, and betrayed no sign of his having suffered any pain; 
and the servants in attendance declared, that the only sign of 
suffering they had heard, or seen, was a slight shriek, to which 

the king gave utterance before he expired^^that after that shriek 

s2 
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he neither moYed, spoken, or showed anj sign whatever of life. 
His Majesty had been unwell for three weeks, but no one had 
any apprehension of danger from his symptoms. He had called 
for some shurbut a short time before his death, and it was 
given to him by Dhuneea, the eldest of the two sisters. 

The Besident took with him a guard of sipahees from his es- 
cort, and Captain Paton distributed them aa double sentries at 
the inner doors of the palace, and outside the chief buildings and 
store rooms, with orders to allow no one, but the ministers and 
treasurers to pass. Captain Magness had placed one sentry be- 
fore at each of these places, and he now added a second, mak- 
ing a party of four sipahees at each post. Captain Paton at the 
same time, in conjunction with the officers of the Court, placed 
seals on all the jewels and other valuables, belonging to the king 
and his establishments ; and as the night was very dark, placed 
torch bearers at all places where they appeared to be required. 

Having made these arrangements, the Eesident returned with 
Doctor Stevenson to the Eesidency, leaving Captain Paton at the 
palace; and wrote to the Brigadier to request that he would send 
off the five companies in advance to the palace direct, and bring 
down all his disposable troops, including artillery, to the dfy. 
The distance from the palace to the cantonments, round by the 
old stone bridge, was about four miles and half. The iron bridge, 
which shortens the distance by a mile and half, had not then 
been thrown over the GJ-oomtee river, which flows between them. 
The Besident then had drawn up, for the consent of the new 
king, a Persian paper, declaring that he was prepared to sign any 
new treaty for the better government of the country that the 
British Government might think proper to propose to him. 

It was now one o'clock in the morning of the 8th of July, 
and Captain Shakespear, attended by the Meer Moonshee, Iltu&t 
Hoseyn, and the Durbar Wakeel, proceeded to the house of the 
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mew sovereign, Nuseer-od Dowlali, who then reaided where the 
present king now resides, a distance of about a mile from the 
ISesidencj. The visit was altogether unexpected; and, as the new 
sfiovereign had been for some time ill, some delay took place ia 
arranging for the reception of the mission. After explaining the 
H>bject of his visit, Captain Shakespear presented the paper, which 
^he king perused with great attention, and then signed without 
Sieaitation. Captain Shakespear returned with it to the Beaident, 
"who repaired again te the palace, and sent ^i^tttA Abton, the 
'^first Assistant, to the Besidencj, to proceed thence with Captain 
^'Shakespear and the Burbar Wakeel, to the house of the new so- 
^vareign, and escort him to the palace, wher^ he would be in 
oreadiness to receive him. Me arrived about three o'clock in the 
morning, and 'being infirm from age, and exceedinglj rednced 
Ifirom recent illness, he was, after a short conversation With the 
JCesident, left in a small adjoining room, to repose for a few 
ikoura preparatory to his being placed on the throne and crown- 
ed in due form. His eldest surviving son, afterwards Amjud 
Allee Shah, his sons, the present king, Wajid Allee Shah, and 
Sforza Jawad Khan, the king's foster brother, HummeedK>d Dow- 
iah, and his cenfidential servant, Bufeek-od Bowla, were left in 
tiie room with him; and the Besident and his Assistants sat in 
the verandah facing the river Goomtee, which flows under the 
'WiQsy conversing on the ceremonies to be observed at the ap- 
froaehing coronation, and the persons to be invited to assist at 
iki when they were suddenly interrupted by the intelligencOi that 
the Padshah Begum, the adoptive mother of the late king, with 
« large armed force, and the young pretender, Moonna Jan, were 
coming on to seize upon the throne, and might soon be expect- 
ed at the principal entrance to the palace to the north-west. 

When the Besident was about to proceed to the palace, tho 
Uxgt time about midnight, he was assured by the minister; Bo- 
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shun-od Dowk, that every possible precaution had been taken bj 
him to prevent the Padshah Begum from attempting anj such 
enterprise, or from leaving her residence with the young pretend- 
er — that he had placed strong bodies of troops in every Btreet, 
or road, by which she could come. But, to make more sure^ 
and prevent her leaving her residence at the Almas gardens, fire 
miles from the palace, the Besident sent off one of his chobdan, 
Khoda Buksh, with two troopers and a verbal message, enjoining 
her to remain quietly at her palace. These men found her wA. 
her equipage in the midst of a large mass of armed followerii 
ready to set out for the palace. They delivered their message, 
from the Besident, but were sent back with her Wakeel, Hirta 
Alice, to request, that she might be permitted to look upon tbe 
dead body of the late king, since she had not been pennitted 
to see him for so long a period before his death. But th^ 
reached the Besident, with this message, only ten minutes be* 
fore the Begum's troops were thundering for admittance at the 
gate. The Resident gave the chobdar a note for the officer in 
command of the five companies, supposed to be in advance on 
their way down from cantonments ; but, before he could get wift 
this note, five hundred yards from the palace, he met the Begm 
and her disorderly band filling the road and pressing on as fill 
as they could. Unable to proceed, he returned to the palM0, 
with all haste, and gave the Besident the first notice of tiuir 
near approach. Captain Magness had placed two of hia six guM 
at each of the three entrances to the south and west, but wai 
now ordered to collect all, and proceed to the north-western 
entrance, towards which the Begum was advancing. Before he 
could get to that entrance she had passed in, and he letanei 
to the south-western entrance for further orders. 

On passing the mausoleum of Asuf-od Dowlah, where the Eoi- 
wal, or head police officer of the city reefidedy she summoned lu% 
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wiA all Tub availaUe police, to attend his sovereign to the throne 
of his ancestors. He promised obedience, but with all his police 
atood aioof^ thinking, that her side might not be the safe one 
to take in such an emergency. A little further on she passed 
Hussnn Bagh, the residence of the chief consort of the late king, 
sod niece of the emperor of Delhi, and summoned and brought 
lier on, to give some countenance to her audacious enterprise. 
The Besident admonished the minister for his negligence and 
ftlseheod in the assurance he had given him; and directed Bajah 
Bakhtawur Sing, with his squadron of one hundred and fiflj 
horse; and Mozuffer-od Dowlah, the father of Anjum-od Dowlah, 
and Khadim Koseyn, the son-in-law of Sobhan AHee Khan, the de- 
puty minister, with all the armed men they could muster, to 
meat the progress of the pretender ; but nothing whatever was 
«bno, and the excited mass came on, and augmented, as it came 
in noise and numbers. All whom the Resident sent to check 
them, out of fear or favour, avoided collision, and sought safety 
^ther at their homes, or among the pretender's bands. 

Captain Faton, as soon as he heard the pretender's men ap- 
}mach, rushed to the gate to the north-west, towards which the 
throng was approaching rapidly. He had only four belted attend- 
anti with him, and the gate was guarded only by a small party 
«f useless sipahees, under the control of three or four black 
By the time he had roused the sleepy guard and closed, 
gates, the pretender's armed mass came up, and with foul 
abuse, imprecations, and with threat of instant death to all who 
apposed them, demanded admittance. Captain Faton told them, 
that the Besident had been directed, by the British Goyemment, 
%o place Nuseer-od Dowlah, the imcle of the late king, on the 
tiirone as the rightful heir — that he was now in the palace; and 
aB who opposed him would be treated as rebels — ^that the gates 
wefte all closed by order of the Besident, and all who attempted 
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to force them would be put to death. All was in Tain. They 
told him, with furj, that the Padshah Begum, and the son of 
the late king, and rightful heir to the throne, were among them, 
and must be instantly admitted. Captain Paton despatched a 
messenger to the Besident to saj, that he could hold the gate 
no longer, without troops; but before he could get a replj, tbe 
insurgents brought up an elephant to force in the gate with liii 
head. The first failed in the attempt, and drew back with a 
frightful roar. A second, urged on bj a furious driyer, brob 
in the gate, one half fell with a crash to the ground, and the 
elephant plunged in after it. Captain Paton was standuig witk 
his back against this half, and must have been killed ; but Moknn, 
one of his chuprassies, seeing the gate giving way, caught him 
by the arm and dragged him behind the other half. The other 
three chuprassies ran off in a fright, and hid themselves. Two 
of them were Surubdawun Sing and Juggurnath, two brothers, who 
will be mentioned elsewhere in this diary.* 

The furious and confused mass rushed in through the half open- 
ed gate, and beat Captain Paton to the ground with their blud- 
geons, the hilts of their swords, and the butt ends of their mm* 
kets. Mukun chuprassie, his only remaining attendant, was beat- 
en down at the same time, and severely bruised; but he soon 
got up, covered with blood, made his way out through the orovd, 
and ran to meet the five companies of the 35th Hegiment, then 
not far distant, under Colonel Monteath. As soon as he heard 
from Mukun the state in which he had left his master, he aeot 
on a party of thirty sipahees under Captain Cowley, with arim 
to make all possible haste to the rescue. They arrived in tune 
to save his life from the fury of the assailants, but found him in* 
sensible from his wounds. 



* See Juggurnath chuprassie in Chapter XI. 
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In ti few miniitef every (couiirTardy within tbe palace walls, 
vas filled with the armed and disorderij mass. The Sesident, 
C/aptain Shakespear, and their few attendants, tried to stop them 
l>y eveiy impediment they could throw in thefar way, but in vain, 
TFhe assailants rushed past, or over them, brandishing their swordi 
«nd firelocks, with loud shoutings and flaming torches, and soon 
'filled all the apartments of the palace, save those occupied by the 
ladies and their female attendants, and the dead body of the lato 
long. The Besident and his Ajssistant, and the Meer Moonshee, 
"were soon separated from the new sovereign and his small party, 
'Who lay, for some time, concealed in the small room in which 
he had been left to repose, while they were confined to the north- 
iem vmtmdah overlooking the river, and the long room leading 
into it. The armed and furious throng filled all the other rooms 
^ tiie palace, the court-yard, eighty yards long, leading to the 
l)araduree {or summer house) and all the four great halls of that 
i)uilding, in one of which the throne stood. 

The Besident felt, that he was helpless in his present pontion, 
sand tmable to do any thing whatever to prevent the temporary 
triumph of the insurgents, and the consequent tumult, pillage and 
loss of Hfe that must follow^ and that it would be better to try 
any change than to remain in that helpless state. He thought, 
%hat ho might, if he could, once reach the Begum, bo able to 
persuade her of the impossibility of her ultimately succeeding in 
het attempt to keep the pretender on the throne; and if not, 
that it would be of advantage to get so much nearer to the 
platoi where th6 British troops must soon arrive, and be drawn 
tip in a garden to the south of the ba^uree, and to gain time 
for their axrival by a personal and open conference with the Be- 
gujn^ during which he thought her followers would not be likely 
to proceed to violence against his person, and those of his at- 
tendants. He, therefore, p^jrauadcd one of tho rebel sentries, 

T 
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placed eTer bim, to apprize the Begum that he wished to speak 
to her. She sent to him Mirza AUee, one of her Wakeels ; and 
with him^ Captain Shakespear, and the Meer Moonshee, he forced 
his waj through the dense crowd, and got aafelj into the bart> 
duree. 

They foond all the four halls, small apartments^ and v^irandahS) 
loading into them, filled with armed men in a state of great ei<* 
citement, and in the act of placing the pretender, Moomia Jin, 
on the throne. The Begum sat in a corered pslankeea at the 
foot of the throne ; and as the Eesident entered, the band struck 
up *^ €hd save the King^^^ answered by a salute of blunderbusses 
within, and a double royal salute from the guns in the **julloo* 
ihana,^* or northern court-yard of the palace, through which the 
Begimi had passed in. Other guns, which had been collected in 
the confusion, to salute somebody — ^though those who commanded 
and served them knew not whom — continued the salute through 
the streets without. A party of dancing girls, belonging to the 
late king, or brought up by the Begum, began to dance snd 
sing as loud as they could at the end of the long haU in finoni 
of the throne, at the same time that the crowd within and with- 
out shouted their congratulations at the top of their voices, and 
every man, who had a sword, spear, musket, or matchlock, iavr* 
ished it in the air amidst a thousand torches. A scene moro 
strange and wild it would be difficult to conceive. 

In the midst of all this the Besident and his Assistants le* 
mained cool imder all kinds of foul abuse and threats firom a 
multitude so excited, that they seemed more like demons than hn* 
man beings, and resolved to force them to commit some act, or 
make use of some expression, that might seem to justify their mTl^ 
der. They fired muskets close to tiieir ears, pointed others loaded 
and cocked close to their breasts and faces, flourished swords dose 
to their noseS| called them all kinds,. x)t opprobrious zvames, but all 
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in Tain. The Besident, in the midst of all this confusion, pointed 
•out to the Begum the impossibility of her ultimately succeeding in 
her attempt to secure the throne for the pretender, since he was 
acting under the orders of his Gk)yemment, who had declared the 
right to be another's ; and if he, and all his Assistants, were killed, 
liis Gt>Yemment would soon send others to carry out their orders. 
I am, she said, in my right place, and so is the young king, my 
grand son, and so are you. Why do you talk t^ me, or to 
any body else, of leaving the throne and the baraduree ;" but 
acme of her furious followers, afraid that she might yield, . seized 
him by his neckcloth, dragged him towards the throne, on which the 
\}oj sat, and commanded him to present his offerings of congratular- 
tion on the threat of instant death* They had, they said, placed 
him on the throne of his ancestors by order of the Begum, and 
would maintain him there. Had he, or either of his Assistants, lost 
their temper, or presence of mind, and attempted to resent any of 
the affronts offered to them, they must have been all instantly put 
to death, and a general massacre of all their supposed adherents, 
and the pillage of the palace and city, would have followed. 

The Begum's TVakeel, Mirza Allee, seeing the life of the Eesi- 
dent, and those of his Assistants and attendants, in such imminent 
peril, since he so resolutely refused to give any sign whatever of 
recognition to the pretender, and aware of the consequences that 
would inevitably follow their murder, seized him by the arm; and, 
in a loud voice, shouted out, that it was the Begum's order that ho 
should conduct him out into the garden to the south. He pushed 
on with him through the crowd, followed by all his small party, 
and, with great difficulty and danger, they, at last, reached the gar- 
den, where Colonel Monteath had just brought in and drawn up 
his five companies in a line facing the baraduree. Finding the en- 
tl'ZJXce to the north-west occupied by the Begum's party, Colonel 
Monteath mST-ted aloiig tl^o street to the west of the palace, and 
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entered tlie baradaree garden by the south-west gate. As the Be- 
sident went out, Colonel Boberts, who commanded a brigade in the 
Oude service, went in, and presented to the pretender his offering 
of gold-mohurs, and then went off and hid himself to wait the re- 
sult of the contest. Captain Magness drew up his men and gona 
on the left of Colonel Monteath's, and was told to prepare for ac- 
tion. He told the Besident, that he did not feel quite sure of his 
men in such a crisis ; and the line of British sipahees was made to 
cover his rear, to secure them. The king and minister bad com- 
manded him to act precisely as directed by the Besident, and he 
himself knew this to be his only safe course ; but the hearts of hit 
men were with Moonna Jan and the Begum. 

The Begum, as soon as the Besident lefb her, deeming all safe, 
went over to the female apartments, where her adopted son, the late 
king, lay dead ; and, after gazing for a minute upon his corpse, re- 
turned to the foot of the throne, on which the pretender had now 
been seated for more than three hours. It was manifest, that no- 
thing but force could now remove the boy and his supporters ; but 
the Begum tried to gain more time in the hope of support from a 
popular insurrection from without, which might take off the British 
troops from the garden ; and she sent evasive messages to the Besi- 
dent, by her Wakeels, urging him to come once more to her, since it 
was impossible for her to make her way to him without danger of 
c:?llision between the troops of the two states. Ho refused to put 
himself again in her power, and commanded her to come down with 
the boy to him, and surrender ; and promised, that if she did so, and 
directed all her armed followers to quit the palace and city of Luck- 
now, all that had passed should be forgiven, and the large pensicm 
of fifteen thousand rupees a month, promised by the late king, se- 
cured to her for life. All was in vain, and the Begum was gainings 
her object. Bobberies of state property, in the eastern and jc^je le- . 
tired parts of the palace buildings, had co^c^cei Gold, jewdi, 
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rls^ Ac. &c. to a largb amolmt were being carried off, mucli 
Qch property lay about m places not guarded by Captaiu 
m in the morning, or known to tke minister, or other res- 
able servants of the state, all holding out temptation to pil- 
Acta of plunder an& ill-treatment to unoffending and res- 
able persona in the city were every moment reported, and 
or eight houses had been abready piUaged, and attempts had 
t made oa others by small parties, who were erery moment 
9sbing ill numbers and ferocity, 

)Teral parties of the king's troops had openly deserted their 
B, and joined the pretender^s followers in the baraduree, and 
le masses of armed men were crowding in upon the British 
pi^, Whose offieer became anxious, and urged the Besident to 
m, lest they should' no longer have room io use their arms, 
one time these armed crowds got within^ two yards of the 
ish front; find, on' Colonel Monteath's telling them to retire 
3W paces and leave hiin a <ele«r front, they did so in a sul- 
and insolent manner ; and one of them actually attempted to 
) ene of the sipaheea by his whiskers, and an affiray was, 
I difficulty, prevented! 
[ostufa Elhan, Kuhdahaiee, who had comihand of a regiment 

thousand horse, in the late king's service, was, with many 
rs, commanded by the Begiim to attend the young king on 
throne; and he did so some time after Brigadier Johnstone 
bed the garden, in front of the baraduree, though he knew 

Nnseer-od Dbwlah had been declared the rightful heir to the 
ne, aind was actually in the palace. He said that ^'he was 
e servant of the throne— that the young king was actually 
ated upon it, and that he would support him there happen 
biat might." He presented his offerings of gold to the young 
, and was forthwith appointed to supersede all the other 
ceda i^ the Begum'^a'^ negotzdtions with the Besident. He 
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merely repealed what the other Wakeels had said, urging tba 
Seaident to go up to the Begum, since she could not come 
down to him. The Besident repeated to him what he had told 
the Begum herself, and taking out his watch told him, that un- 
less his orders were obeyed, in less than one quarter of an hour, 
the guns should open upon the throne room — that when imet 
they opened, neither she nor her followers could expect fiirour, 
or e?en mercy; and unless he, Mostapha Khan, separated him- 
fielf &om her party, he should be hung as a traitor if tdken 
alive. i 

Owing to the height of some houses and walls about the left 
part of the position of the British troops, the guna could not 
be conveniently brought to bear upon the south-weetem coner 
of the baraduree and throne room, and two of the guna had to 
be taken, round by a road one-third of a mile, to be placed in i 
better position. On seeing this the crowd shouted out — ^"tb 
** cravens are already running away!" and became more inaok&t 
and furious than ever. 

The minister and Durbar Waked had been swept away bytiie 
crowd, who rushed into the palace; and separated from the Br 
sident and his party ; and as they passed through the balooaf 
overlooking the river, the Wakeel threw off his turban, ad 
leaped over from a height of about twenty feet. The gmasi 
was soft, but he sprained both his ankles. He was taken up hj 
some boatmen, who had put to near the bank, and concealed a 
their boat till the affair was over. The new sovereign lemuaii 
still unnoticed, and apparently unknown, having long led a w* 
eluded life ; but his son, grand-sons, and the rest of his li- 
tendants were at last discovered, very roughly treated bj tk 
insurgents, and would, it is said, have been put to death 
not Eajah Bakhtawur Sing and some others, who. tnought it si 
to be on friendly terms with the nd&ans, persuaded them W 
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tliey would be useful lioatages in case of a reverse. The minis- 
ter had had all his clothes, save his trowsers, torn from him, 
and his arms and legs pinioned preparatoiy to execution, and 
the princes had been treated with little more ceremony. All 
liad given themselves up for lost. 

The Begum remained firm to her purpose, her hopes from 
^thout increasing with the increasing noise, tumult, and reports 
of pillage, in the citj. The quarter of an hour had passed, and 
the Sesident, fuming to the Brigadier, told him, that the work 
was now in his hands, just an hour and twenty minutes after 
"lie had brought his troops into the garden. The guns from the 
British, and Captain Magness' parks opened at the same instant 
cipon the throne room and the other halls of the baraduree 
with grape; and after six or seven rounds a party of the 85th 
fiegiment, under Major MarshaM, was ordered to storm the halls. 
With muskets loaded and bayonets fixed they rushed first 
through a narrow covered passage; then up a steep flight of 
eteps, and then into the throne room, firing upon the affrighted 
crowd as they udvanced, and following them up with the bayonet 
as they rushed out over the two flights df steps on the north 
side, and through the court-yard that separates the baraduree 
from the palace. Other parties of sipahees ascended at the same 
time over ladders coHected at the suggestion of Doctor Steven- 
eon, and placed on the southern front of the baraduree; and 
the hfdls were soon cleared of the insurgents, who left from 
forty to S&y men killed and wounded on the floors of the four 
halls.^ In this assault Mostu& Khan, Kundaharee, was killed. 

* Ab they entered the hall at the end opposite the throne, they saw their 

y tnm figures reflected in the large mirror, which stands behind the throne; and, 

takine them to be their enemy preparing to charge, tlicy poured their first 

▼oBey into the nuirori by which many lives were saved at the expense of tl>o 

glass. 
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MoonnA Jan was found concealed in a 8mall recess under the 
thione, and the Begum in a small adjoining room, to which she 
liad been carried as soon as the guns opened. They were taken 
into costodj, and sent to the Besidency, with Imam Buksh, a 
bihishtee, or water carrier, a notorious villain, who had been her 
chief instigator in all this afiair, and appointed Commander-in- 
Chief to the young king. Many, who had been wounded, got 
out of the halls, and some even reached their homes, but the 
killed and wounded are supposed to have amounted altogether U 
about one hundred and twenty. The Begum and the boy wen 
accommodated in the Besidency, and their Commander4n'Ckii^ 
was made over to the king's courts for trial. He is still ii 
prison at Lucknow. No one was killed on our side, but thret 
or four of our sipahees were wounded in the assault. 

The Delhi princess, the chief consort of the deceased king, % 
modest, beautiful, and amiable young woman, who had been for 
ced to join the Begum, in order to give some countenance to 
the daring enterprise, was, as soon as the guns opened, carried, 
by her two female attendants, in her litter to a small side-rooniy 
facing the palace at the amk end of the throne-roouK One of 
these females had her arm shattered by grape shot, but tiie 
other tied some clothes together, and let the princese, and hef 
wounded attendant, down firom a height of about twenty-four 
fec^t into a court-yard, whence they were conveyed to her pa> 
lace bty Bome of her attendants, and all three escaped. The si- 
pahees occupied both of the flights of steps in the northern 
face of tiie baraduree. She was afraid to trust herself to them, 
and saw bo other way of escape than that described. 

It was mne o'clock before the palace could be cleared of the 
insurgents; and the Besident was very anxious that the new so- 
Tereign should be crowned, as soon and as publicly as possible, 
in order to restoro tranquillity to the city, which had beeomt 
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ffreailj disturbed from the niunber of loose and desperate cha- 
racters that alwajB abound in it, and are, at all times, ready to 
make the most of anj tumult that may arise from whatever 
«au8e. The new soyereign had become greatly agitated and 
jdarmed at the danger to which ha and his family iai been so 
iong exposed, and at the fearful scene which they wikiessed at 
fthe dose ; and the Besident exerted himself to soothe and pre- 
pare him for the long and tedious ceremonies of the coronation^ 
while the killed and woimded were being reaoved, and the 
throne-room, and the ether halls of the baraduree, cleaned out, 
4iQd properly arranged and furnished. When ail was ready, the 
Seside^t conducted him from the palace through the court-yard 
to the baraduree, accompanied by the Brigadier and all the prin- 
cipal officers of the British force and the court, seated him cm 
the tiirone, placed the crown on his head, under a royal salute, 
tepeated from every battery in the city, and proclaimed him 
!King of Oude, in presence of all the aristocracy and principal 
tpersona of Lueknow, who had flocked to the place on hearing 
ibat the danger had passed away. 

From the time that the Sesident ffiseoyered. that the king was 
dead, till the arriyil of the five companies, under Colonel Mon- 
tekth, the whole of the British force, in this vast city, contain- 
ing a population of nearly a million persons, amounted to only 
(wo companies and half of sipahees under native officers. One 

«>f the companies guarded the Sesident^s Treasury, one constituted ^ j 

the honorary guard^ with as many sipahees as could be safely /' ^^^ /Irj'^''^ ^ 

epared from the treasury and jail, were taken by Captain Paton ^ ;^y /jCc- / ,^..^y -^"^^ '^^^^ '^ 
to the nalace, and distributed as already mentioned. Thev all .. ^ . , ^ ■ t^-- a^^""^^ ^^^^^ 

and no attempt was made to concentrate them for the purpose ^ >^^ - ^/ ''^' / 

«f arresting the tumultuous advance of the Begum's forces. Col- ^ /; //^ ^//^ c <"< ^' '^^'^^ 
lactiyely they would have been too few for the purpose; and it 
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was deemed unsafe to remove them firom their respective charges 
at such a time. The Besident relied upon the minister's repeat- 
ed assurances, that he had taken all necessary precaationa to 
prevent her approach; upon the two companies, called the Khai 
companies, under the command of Mujd-od Dowlah; and the sqna* 
dron of one hundred and fifty horse, under Bajah Eukhtawur 
Singh, whom he had himself ordered to guard the passage bf 
which they entered. Of all these men not one was employed 
for the purpose. They and their Commanders all stood a]oo( 
and left the British soldiers to their fate. The minister was t 
fool, under the tutelage of his deputy, Sohhan AUee Khan, t 
great knave, who disappeared as soon as he heard that the Be- 
gum was approaching, with his son-in-law, S^hadim Hoseyn. Mo- 
zufier Allee Khan, a person in high office and confidence under 
the late king, did the same. The minister and the Durbar Wtp 
keel were the only officers of the State of Oude, who stood bj 
the new king and the British Besident. The minister afterwards 
declared, that a strong detachment of troops had been placed 
outside the gate through which the Begum ultimately forced her 
way, as well as at the other passages leading to the palace tnd 
baraduree; and Captain Shakespear, on his way to the new %> 
vereign, ascertained that guards had actually been posted outside 
all the other gates leading to the palace and baraduree. Froia 
this, the supineness and seeming apathy of many of the palace 
guards and servants, and the perversion of the orders sent hj 
him before and during the tumult, the minister concluded tial 
there must have been many about him interested in promoting 
the enterprise of the Begum ; and that the approach to the 
gate, through which she forced her way, must have been pu«> 
posely left unguarded. There is now little doubt, that, firom tbe 
time that it became known, that the contest was betweei 
Moonna Jan ^d Nuseer-od Dowlah, a person but little knowa 
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except as a ^irHd^nt and pan^amdiiioiis old man, a large portion 
>iot only of the civil and military establishments! but of the 
population of the city felt anxious for the success of the Be- 
gum's enterprise; for both had, under the harsh treatment of 
the last two soTemgns, become objects oi sympathy. 

A good many of the members of the Boyal family, who were 
teonght up from ehildheod with the deceased kingy Nnseer-od 
Been Hyder, and near his person to the last^ declare that 
JtooODik Jan was his son; but that the king was ashamed and 
dfraid to adcnowledge him after he had so frequently and so 
fomally declared to the British G-oyemment, that he was not 
bis so&i and that he had ceased to cohabit with the boy's mo- 
iiket for two years before hds birth. But all such persons ad- 
no^ tiiat Moonna Jan was a boy of ungoyemable temper, and 
^btb worst posable dispositions-; and that he must soon have foi^ 
Heitefd the crown by Ms clruelty, bigotry and injustice^ had he 
"^ I^B placed upon it by the British Government. I saw him im 
1 Jaauary, 1838> at Chunar, and a more unpromising boy I have 
sSMly seen. 

The minist^ dteaded being called to account for their mal- 
T^nations as much from the Begum, on account of their suo- 

; CBSsfiil efllnrts to keep the king alienated from her and his son, 

mi 

9m iron Kuseer-od Dowlah, on account of his parsimony, prudence, 

and groat experience in business during the r^gn of his ablo 

< Atheiv Saadut Allee Khan. But they would have a better chance 

, of osoape from the Begum and the boy than' from the vigilant 

, old man, who afterwards made them all disgorge their ill got- 

; ten Wealth; and, in consequence, they made no effort to ob- 

*7 i^lraet her enterprise. The military and civil establishments were 

-i 

f 9H in fareur of the boy, who would brobably be as regardless 

« ^if tiieir numb^ and discipHne as his father had been, while the 

^qM man would assuredly reduce the one, and endeayour by rigo- 

■rr O 
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rous measures to improve the other. Hardly any one at Lnct- 
noWy at present, doubts, that the minister and his associates cans* 
ed the king to be poisoned, and employed Duljeet and the two 
sisters, Dhunneea and Dulwee, for the purpose, in expectation, 
that the British Gbyemment would take ^upon itself the Oude 
administration, as the only possible means of improving it. 

The respectable and peaceable portion of the city, thoogli 
their sympathies were with the boy, had too much, in piopeitf, 
and the honour of their fSfunilies, at stake, to aid in any mo?e- 
ment in his favour, since it would involve a tumult, and for a 
time, at least, insure the supremacy of the mob. Their aecori^ 
and that of their families depended upon the success of the Bri- 
tish troops; and they were all prepared to acquiesce in any came^ 
which the British Government might adopt for the sake of (v- 
der. They would rather that it should adopt that of the Begom and 
the boy, than that of Nuseer-od Dowlah; but in eitlier cna 
were resolved to remain neuter, and let the representatiTe of 
the British Government take his own course. It is a fiust not 
unworthy of remark, that more than three millions steriing, 
or three crores of rupees, in our Government securities, aie hdd 
by persons, who reside, and spend the interest arising from them, 
in the city of Lucknow ; and that the fall in their yalue in tsr 
change, during the times that we have been engaged in our 
most serious wars, has been less in Lucknow than in Galciitti^ 
the capital of British India; so much greater assiurance do tb 
people feel of our resources being always equal to our exigen- 
cies. At such times the merchants of Lucknow commission tbeff 
agents in Calcutta, to purchase up Government securities at tbe 
rate to which they fall in Calcutta, for sale at Lucknow, when 
they seldom fall at all. About three crores and half of rupees 
or three millions and half sterling, have been, at different tmOt 
contributed to our loans, by the sovereigns of Oude, as a pio- 
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vision for the different members of their respective fisunilies and 
dependants ; and the interest is now paid to them and their de- 
scendants, at the rates which prevailed at the time of the seve- 
ral loans — ^foor, five and six per cent — to the amount of fourteen 
lacksy thirty-five thoasand, and four Imndred and ten rupees a 
year. 

The Begnm*s haughty and violent temper, and inveterate dis- 
position to meddle in public affairs, were the real cause of her 
continual disquietude, and ultimate disgrace and ruin. The minis- 
ter of the day dreaded the ascendency of so imperious and furi- 
ous a character, should she ever become reconciled to the king.^ 
During the whole reign of Ghazee-od Deen, her husband, from 
the 12th of July, 1814, to the 20th of October, 1827, her own 
firequent ebullitions, which often disfigured the king's robes and 
▼ests, and left even the hair on his head and chin unsafe, and 
Aga Meer's sagacious suggestbns, satisfied him, that his own 
personal safety and peace of mind, and the welfare of the state, 
depended upon his keeping, as much as possible, aloof from her. 
fie was fond of his son, Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, but during his 
minority he always took the part of his adoptive mother, the 
Padshah Begum; and, in consequence, remained almost as much 
as she was alienated firom the king, his father. His natural mo- 
ther died soon after his birth; and people suspected, that the 
Padshah Begum had her put to death, that she might have no 
rival in his effections; and she had an entire ascendency over him, 
acquired by every species of enervating indulgences; and lie re- 
mained all his life utterly without character, ignorant of the rudi- 
ments of public affisurs, and altogether incapable of taking any use- 
ful part in them. 

She retained this ascendency over him for some time after he 
became king, first from habit and affection, and latterly from the 
fears with which she continued to inspire him, that she oould; by 
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her disclosures, whenever she pleased, prevail upon the British Ghyv- 
«mment, to set him aside, in favour of some other member of the 
royal family, as the Buhoo Begum of Fyzabad had set aside Wu- 
zeer Allee. She made him dismiss his father's minister, Agameer, 
with disgrace, and confer the seals on Fuzl Allee, the nephew of 
her favourite waiting woman, Fyzon Nissa; but when the aloewd 
and sagacious Hakeem Mehndee became minister, three years after, 
he soon persuaded the young king, that all fears of his adopti?e 
mother's disclosures or wishes were idle, and that nothings whidi 
ahe could do or say, would induce the British Government, to dis- 
turb his possession of the sovereignty of Oude. He is said to 
bave been the first person, who ventured to hint to him the mur- 
der of his natural mother by the Padshah Begum ; and he was, or 
pretended to be, violently shocked and grieved. He then built a 
splendid tomb or cenotaph for her; and endowed it with the meani 
for maintaining pious men to read the Koran in it, and attendants 
pf all kinds, to keep it in a condition suitable for the mother of a 
king. He shuddered, or pretended to shudder, at the men- 
tion of the name of the Padshah Begum, as i^e most atrocious of 
murderesses. The minister of the day always made it a point to 
bring the reigning favourite of the seraglio over to his views, hj 
giving her a due share of the profits and patronage of his office; 
and it was for this reason, that the high bom chief consort, whose 
influenee over the king could not be so purchased, was soon made 
to retire from the paUce, and, ever after, to live separated firom 
her husband. 

The Padshah Begum had only one child, a daughter, who wis 
united in marriage to Mehndee Allee Khan, by whom she had 
three children, Mohsen-od Dowlah, who was married to the daugh- 
ter of Nuseer-od Dowlah, the new king; and two daughters who 
were married to Mirza Abool Kasim, and Mirza Aboo Torab. 
They lost their mother while yet children, and the Pftdshah Be- 
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.^gnm brought them up, and became much attached to them. Tjeh 
had all from childhood been brought up with Nuseer-od Deen 
4Uid were all much attached to Inm and to each other. The 
jninistera fearing that this attachment might possiblj lead to a 
jeconcileation between the king and his adoptive mother, and to 
^heir ruin, leffc him and her no peace, till, to saye them, she 
forbade them her house, and sent the girls to their husbands, 
and the boy to his father-in-law, Nuseer-od Dewlah, whose suo- 
•eession to the throne of Oude has been here described. All 
objects of mutual interest and affection were, in this manDer, 
•carefully excluded j&om attendance on either, till they showed 
themselves to be entirely subservient to the minister of the 

Thus alienated from her son, all her affections were transfer- 
jred to her grand son, Moonna Jan, and there is too much 
reason to believe, that in both cases, she purposely did her best 
to prevent their ever becoming men of business, in order thai: 
she might have the guidance of public affiurs in her own hands, 
"when they should be called to the throne. 

The Besident accommodated the Begum, the boy, and her two 
iemale attendants in apartments at the Besideney, and had a 
guard placed over them. The new king told him, ''that the 
<< Begum was the most wicked and unscrupulous woman he had 
*' ever known, and that he could expect no peace at Lucknow 
** while she remained." He promised to consult his Gk)vemment 
as to her disposal, and, on returning to the Sesidency, he in- 
4;r6ased that guard to two companies of Native Infantry, and all 




* The mother always declared, and her two daughters and aon aU declare^ 
'Hoonna Jan to have been the son of Nuseer-od Deen, and exactly like him ia 
person, Yoioe and temper. But he was indulged by the Plidshah Begom in 
such habits of atrodons cruelties to other children, that he soon became detes- 
led by aU around him but herself lad the boy's natural mother, Afirol mahal. 
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remaiiiad quiet, when he made his report to Goovenunent on the 
9th. But towards the dose of that daj, the city became again 
agitated. Beport^ prevailed, that Government was to be consulted 
as to whether they preferred the rights of Moonna Jan to the 
throne, or those of Nuseer-od Dowlah; that the Begum's adher- 
ents were ready at her call to fall upon the Besident and his 
party, and put them all to death; or to attack the apartments 
in which she was confined, rescue her and the boy firom prison, 
and place him again on the throne. The court favourites of the 
late king, and all the public military and civil establishments in 
the city, dreaded the rigid economy and strict supervision of Uie 
new king, who had conducted the duties of the ministry, fior 
some time, under his able and vigilant father, Saadut Allee Khaa; 
and all that numerous class who benefit by the lavish expendi- 
ture of a thoughtless and profiigate court, were equally anzioni 
to have the government in the hands of an extravagant womu 
and thoughtless boy, and ready to join and incur some risk in 
supporting their cause. 

Under all these circumstances, the Besident determined to send 
the Begum and her boy out of Oude as soon as possible. At 
midnight on the 11th, a detachment of three oompaziiee of In- 
&ntry under Major Lane of the 2nd Begiment, marched bom 
Cawnpore, and arrived at Newulgunge, midway to Lucfcnow, a 
distai;^ of twenfy-two miles, in the morning of the 12th, with 
one troop of cavalry. Another troop proceeded to Onow, tiie 
first stage from Cawnpore, and a third to Bahmutgnnge, ihe ss- 
€on4 stage, tp relieve the first on their return. At each of these 
stages, rebys of sixty palankeen bearers, and six torch bearers 
were placed by the Post Master at Cawnpore. As the bridge 
over the Ganges at Cawnpore had been washed away by the 
flood, a company of Native Infanty was placed on the Oade 
side of that river^ to hold boats in readiness, md assist in eeoait' 
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ing over the party when they came. About the 'same time, at m id- 
night, the Begum, her boy, and two of her female attendants, were 
placed in palaakeeRs, and sent off from the Besidency under the 
•escort of a regiment of In£Euitry, and a detail of artilleiyi atten- 
ded by the Second Assistant, Captain Shakespear. 

They marched without resting through one of the hottest days 
of the year; and the party reached Cawnpore in safety, about 
iialf past nine o'clock on the evening of the 12th, and were se*- 
«urely lodged in apartments prepared for them at the custom 
house. So well had things been arranged between the Besident, 
the Brigadier commanding the troops in Oude, and the Major- 
Oeneral commanding the Division at Cawnpore, that very few 
persons at Lucknow knew, that the Begum and her party had 
lefb the Besidency, when she passed the Ganges at Cawnpore. 
The three companies under Major Lane, who had marched 
twenty-two miles in the morning, kept pace with the palankeens 
jdl the way back, making a march of forty-four miles, between 
midnight of the 11th, and half past nine in the evening of the 
I2th, in so hot a day. 

The Begum and Moonna Jan were sent off with their atten- 
dants to the fort of Chunar, where they were lodged as state 
prisoners. As it became safe, the restrictions, to which they 
were at first subjeted, became by degrees relaxed; and they were 
permitted to enjoy all the freedom and comforts compatible with 
their safe keeping. Both died at Chunar, Moonna Jan sometime 
before the Begum. He left three sons by two slave girls at 
Chunar, and they still reside there, supported by a small stipend 
of three hundred rupees a month from the Oude government, 
under the protection of the commandant of the garrison, and 
the guardianship of Afzul mahal, the mother of the late Moon- 
na Jan. 

All these circumstances, as they occurred| were reported by 

w 
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tiio Bealdant to the Qovemment of India, who took time 
libente, and did not roply till the 19th of July, 1837, irfctn 
they signified their approral of nil that the Beaident had done, 
with the exception of the written declaration to which he had ob- 
tained the consent and signature of the new kin^. They did not 
think, that it would be considered dignified or hecoming the pa- 
Tunioimt power, to esact such a declaration, binding himself to 
absolute submisaion, from the sovereign of a country bo macJi 
under their control, on ascending a throne to which he w 
called aa of right; and were of opinion, that his charactm m 
M prudent man of business, well tnuned to public affairs, dnnof 
-the time be acted as minister under his father, rendered such a 
.declaration unnecessary. It was, therefore, annulled ; and the Oot* 
emor^O^noral, Lord Auckland, addressed a letter to His Majesty 
expressing, In kind terms, hia congratulations on hta accession to 
the throne, and his hopes of a better administration of the gorern- 
ment of Oude under his annpicious guidance. This letter, de»- 
patched by eipress, the Eesident received on the 25th of July. 
The Besident concluded, on good grounds, that the Oovenuiunt 
deemed a new and more stringent treaty indispensable for th) 
better government of the country, and that advantage should !• 
taken of the occasion to prepare the new king for it. GotMS- 
«iB«t desired, that the negotiations for a new treaty BhonU )m 
hnAed " upon reason and right, and not upon demand and nV 
misvton," Had the declaration been allowed to stand good, then 
XTould have been ri^fil as well aa reiuon in the treaty of ISSTi 
Jihich was soon after concluded. 

iThe Beaident intimated the receipt of these letters to tiie Vt^ 
and on the 2dth, he waited on His Majesty, to present tim Qo» 
CTBor-Qtmeral'a letter. He found him sitting up in hia bad IB 
a small apartment in the boraduree, in his dishabille fasring 
•pent a nttless night from rheumatic paina; hut he ma dmr 
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tai otttl in good Bpirita, ftnd requested the Sesldent to present 
jhia reepectful camplimeiita te the GkivemoF-Geiientl, and grateful 
tAhanks for hie cooaideitition and congratultttioas. Atl his relati- 
•cns, tho chief officers of the goveraraent, aad other persons of 
■distinotioa ahout the court Trere sasembled to Iiear the letters 
vead, and make their offorings on this recognition of Ms authori- 
t7 by the paramount power. The king naanred the Eeaiderit, 
, ^' that the arrival of this recognition, and its public imnounee- 
*• ment, vould greatly strengthea his bands in the exercise of 
y " public dutieB, for during the last few days bod reports had 
"' been industriously circulated by evil disposed persons to tbo 
" effect, that the delay in thtt recognition of his suecession to 
*" tho thrana by the paramount power in India, had arisen from 
■" diacuasions between tho members of tho Government in Cal- 
■*' cutta, as to the amount of money to be taken on the occo- 
■" aioa from the now king, as the price of hia sudden elevation . 
*' and that no letter vaa to be presented by the Besident un- 
■" til the money was paid, or aocurity given for ita punctu^ 
■" payment ; that tho Governor-General himself wanted two erores 
■" of rupees, but some members of tJie Guvemment would be 
■" satisfied with a crore and half each, and others even with 
" (MW er»re each, provided that these sums were paid forthwith." 
In rating this story, which tho Besident had heard from miUiy 
Dthen wiliiin the last iew days, the king observed, " that ho 
" waa too weU acqainted with the character for honour and jus- 
" tics of the Hon'ble Company's Government, to give the slight- 
" est credit to such scandal, the more especially aince no de- 
*' maud of the kind hod been mode on the accession of either 
" of the last two kings, whe were known to be rich, while ha 
" waa equally well known to be poor; bat that nothing but the 
" arrival of this despatch coaElrDiiBg him ob the throne, oould 
^ convince many, even well disposed persons, of the utter ground- 
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" leasnQss of auch wicked rumours; that many poor but respec- 
'' tablO;. persons, who had been weak enough to belieTe mich m- 
'* mours, would feel much relieved when thej heard the salutes 
" which were ^ow being fired, for they had apprehended, that 
" thej, might. be severe sufferers by being compelled to eontri- 
'' bute their own property, in order to enable him to make «p 
«< the ji^e^Mi^hj or tribute, required by the British Gh>vemmflnt, 

. ^ since the late king had squandered the ten crores, which he 
*' found in the treasury, on the death of his fiither." 
It , is certain, that a great portion of the population of Lud[- 

;Xiow expected, that some such demand would be made by the 

f British Government j&om the new sovereign, since his right to 
the throne could be disputed not only by Moonna Jan, the sappos- 

.ed son of tho late king, but by the undoubted sons of l^niiif- 

.od Dowlah, the elder brother of the present king, whose rights 
were barred only by that peculiar feature of the Mahommedin 
law, elsewhere adverted to in this diary. Every day of delay, in 
promulgating the final orders of the Supreme Government, tend- 
ed to add to this number; and by the time that these final 
orders came, by far the greater portion of the city were of the 

^aame opinion. The fears of the people tended to add to their 
nun[^)>e]p8, and give strength to the opinion, for all knew, that 

ffyf^ j(afl but little left in the reserved treasury, that the ex- 
pepjoes greatly exceeded the annual revenue, and that the troops 
and ^^^blishments were all greatly in arrear; and all believed, 
t^ifkt ^ a general contribution would have to be levied to meet the 
^mand ^v^n it came.* 

* Nnseer-od Dowlah reigned under the title of Mahommed AHee Shuh, 
fiom the 8th of July» 1837, to the 16th of May, 1842. Nnseer.^ Den 
Hyder, his predicessor, had reigned from the 20th of October, 1827, to tkt 
7th of July, 1837. He, Nuseer^ Deen, found in the treasury, wImb ha 
wi?CTtflily^ the.tfuone^ ten aores of rupees, or ten miUiQpu steriiBg. H« kft 



'The asaerfcion,ion ikie^npsttr^of the tAte^king, that he had ceas- 

' «d to cohabit with . Aftul mkhal, the mother of Moonna Jan, 

for two years, er even for «ix meiiths before his birth, is now 

known, to have been utteriy false, and known at the time to be 

-4K) by his mother, the Padshah Begum, with whom they both 

. lived. A&ul mahal, though of humble birth and pretensions, 

«. maintained a fair reputation among those who knew her best in 

^a profligate palace, and lias continued to muntahoL the same tp 

r>tol the pcesent iday in adversity. In prison and up to the hour 

--of: her 4eath, which took place seme time after that of Mootma 

. JaiL Umself, the old Begum declared, that she had seen the boy 

<3x)m,]atd had never lost sight of him; sxii that the story of 

».liiB aoi b^g thov Bon of il^uaee^od -Deien, was'got up to prevent 

.^areiser. becoming 'recoueiLed'to the Mng through t^e means of 

^.Hhs? son ; and her extraordiiBay '-aftecMon fi>r Sitm never iiminish- 

f.«d while he lived. When she Tetired from the palace of Nu- 

.4MerK>d ;Deen to her ftew sesidem^ of Almas Bagh, she kept fast 

. liold of the boy, and ^wouid never let him out of her sight till 

r.*they eateied the prison at Chunar, when they were obliged to 

occupy separate .apartments. TTp to his death she watched over 

Jiim with the tenderest xare ; and always declared to the Suro- 

pean officers placed over her, that the boy's father and mothto 



^ the tretanry, when he died, only 'levettty <ladks of rupees, faidnding ihe 
fifty-three, lacks left by the 'Koduseea Begum. 

Mahommed ABee Shah left in the treasury ihirty-five lacks of rapemp «ne 
hundred and twenty-four thousand gold mohurs, and twenty-four lacks in our 
XSoYemment securities. 

Amjud Allee Shah reigned from the 16th of May, 1842, to the 13th of 
Pebruary, 1847; and left in the treasury ninety-two lacks of rupees, one hun- 
<d»d <aiid "^enty-fovr thousand gold mdhurs, and the twenty-four lacks in our 
^Goiwrmnflnt secunties. 

Uis son, Wajid AUee Shah, has reigned from the 19th e( PeVnuity, 18l7. 
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alwajs resided with her up to the time of his birth. The boy 
was remarkably like Nuseer-od Deen in form and features, ai 
well as in temper and dispositions. 

Afzul mahal was a person of great good sense and prudenee^ 
and in all things trusted bj the old Begum, who before her 
death executed a formal will, leaving to her the charge of Mood- 
na Jan*s three children, and all the establishments; and ma» 
the death of the old lady she has executed the trust conscientiow- 
Ij, and with great economy ; and with much difficulty managed to 
maintain all in respectability upon the small stipend of three him* 
dred rupees a month, allowed for their support by the king of Onh. 
In this, she has been very much impeded and annoyed by As 
two slave girls, the mothers of Moonna Jan's children, who hut 
been always striving to get this stipend into their own h$ak, 
that they may share it with their paramours. At the death of &• 
old lady most of her female companions and attendants lAmi 
to return to Lucknow, and remained at Chunar with Afknl ■» 
hal and the children; and all have to be subsisted out of Ail 
small stipend. The slave girls urge, that they might haTe kl 
separate pensions, had they obeyed the orders to return to 
now on the death of the Begum, and that they ooght not 
to share in the stipend of the children. Five or six of tiie fr 
males were ladies of rank, and one of them, who died lately, i« 
a widow of Saadut Allee S^han. 

This pension may be discontinued when the boya beccHM if 
age, or appropriated by them and their mothers for their own » 
elusive use, and the government of Oude should be required ll 
assign pensions for life to Afzul mahal, and the other ftadi 
who are now supported from it. 

The salazy of the prime minister, during the five yean M 
Boshun-od Dowlah held the office, was twenty-five thousaiid li^j 
pees a month, or three lacks a year; and over and above tki 
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lie had fire per mnt upon tiie acttul revenue, vhich mode abov« 
six lacks a yens. His sob, ta oommauder-in-cliief, drew fire 
-tbouaaad rupee* & montU, though ho tfid bo duty — hia first wife 
drew fire thoDBaud rupeos a month, (uid his second wife drew 
three thousand rupees a month, total eighty-eight thousand rupees 
a montb, or ten lacks and fifly-aii thouaand rupees a year. ThesA 
were the avowed afiowaacea which the family received from the 
public treaaury. The perquisites of offic-e, gave them some five 
.lacks of rupees a year more, making full fiilecn lacks a year. 

Soshuo-od Sowlah held office for only three months, under 
.tho new sovereign, Mahommed Allee Shah. He was then super- 
seded by Hakeem Mahadoe, thrown into prison, and made to pay 
twenty lacks to the treaanry, and two locks iu gratuities ta 
oourt favourites. After paying these sums, he waa permitted to 
fp> and reside at Cawnporo ; but his houses in the city, valued 
thrco lackd, wero afterwards confiscated by tho present king, 
«n tho ground ef unpaid balances. He took into keeping Sul- 
■re^ the yonsger of tho two eiaters; but she was aficrMcards se- 
jiuced away irom him by one of his creatures, a consummate 
ive, Waaeo Alleo, whose wife she now is. Hhunneea, the eldest 
er, is BtiU residing at Xiucknow. Boshnn-od Dowlah'a first 
jvife took off with her more than three lacks of rupees in our 
,Ooveniment securities; and his son, the commander-in-chief, took 
^6ff eight lacks of rupees in tho same securities. Koshun-od Dow- 
Jah carried off a large sum himself She and liis son afterwards 
Jeft him, and now reside in comfort upon the interest of these 
securities at Futtchgur, while ho lives at Cawnpore in poor cir- 



Sobhan Allee, hia dcpnty, was made to pay to tho treasury se- 
Ucks af rupees, and in gratuities to court favourites, five 
jKka more. BoshuuHjd Donlah was one of the principal members 
«f tbe old aiistooacy of Lueknow, and connected remotely with 
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tlio rojal family; and he got off more easily, in consequence, oom- 
pared with his means, than his deputy, who had no Buch ad- 
vantages, and was known to have been the minister's guide in aD 
things ; though he would never consent to hold any ostensible ind 
responsible office. 

Duljeet, a creature of Boshun-od Dowlah's, and prime favounfte 
of the late king, carried off, while the king lay dead, money and 
jewels to the value of one lack of rupees, and concealed them in a 
vault at Gonstactia. His associates, not satisfied with what lie pm 
them, betrayed hinu The money and jewels were disoovered aad 
brought back ; and he was made to pay another lack of n^eea to 
the treasury as a fine. Dhunnea, the eldest of the two oaten, 
was made to disgorge two lacks of rupees. Many other CtivmiiiteB 
of the late king were fined in the same way. 

The king had, in the case of Ghalib Jung already deacribed in 
this diary, declared his resolution of looking more closely into Ui 
accounts in future, and punishing aU transgressors in the ansa 
way; and Boshun-od Dowlah often expressed to the Sesidant idi 
apprehensions, that his turn to suffer must soon come. Sobkaa 
AUee Khan had much stronger grounds to fear, since he had mad» 
himself utterly detested by the people generally, and had nsatiM 
friends nor connexions in the royal family or aristocracy of Laek- 
uow. Under the strong and general impression, that the BnAk 
Oovemment was determined to interpose, and take upon itadK 
the administration of the country ; and that the king hifni^ lf mt 
ed the independent sovereignty of Oude to terminate witii Ui 
reign, they most earnestly desired his early death as their coif 
chance of escape. The British Government would not, they knar, 
make them refund any of their ill gotten wealth without fiiD ju- 
dicial proof of their peculations, and this proof they knew ooali 
never be obtained. Indeed they were satisfied, that our Oov0i- 
ment, aware of the difficulty of finding such pzoo^ aad ooewt 
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in fottamg 'and wbrkiiig a new Bjizem, would not trouble them- 
cielyes te seek for it ; and that they should all be left to reside 
4fhere thefj chqde, akd enjej freely tlie fruits of their malyersa- 
tion. 

T&e Befiidemt kaJl kept the instructions of the 15th of Decern- 
l>ery 1832, £roin the Supreme tibyenunent, a profound secret, lest 
they might Ibad te intrigue and disturbance^ and above all to 
rad i^tf&bidilig 4{ ikUmy innocent pe^oiiis, wlio mi^iit be ooasidler* 
iHi ^ liliY6 H 6b(m of ^ht to the throne'; and all were Burpris- 
tin flii& ec^ffi^uii&ed wlhiefL it wiu knnbuhced, that the paramouni; 
-^hiwir ioA afriEkdy dedded in f^ybur bf Ifuseep^)! Dowlah, whose 
^dittfi& hiA n^yer be^n thbtiglit of ij ^e peo]p»fef, or apprehend- 
an hjr ^e ^^damik. I^b ^timt they h^ard t^ jtedsion, i^ey 
£^^kd^ tlie 'B<^tiny %i ^e sa^c^uft, imd ]paiBimom6uB old man, 
and the enmity of the favourites by whom he had been ^sur- 

rounded in private life. These men whom they had, in their 
pride and power, despised and insulted, would now have their 
revenge; and they wished for the success of the old woman and 
the boy, from whom they might have a better chance of escape, 

till they could get their wealth and their families out of the 

^ • - - ■ 
country, 

I may here mention a similar repudiation of a supposed eld-- 

eat son, by the late king. Mosta& Alice was brought up ia 

tbe palace as his eldest son, and on all occasions treated as 

nch. Mahommed Alice Shah, the late king's father, was always 

Tory fond of him, but shortly before his death, he became an- 

gry with him for some outrages committed in the palace, and 

put him under restraint* l?he young man requested the late 

king, his supposed &ther, to mediate with his grand-&ther for 

lus release. He refused to do so, and the young man drew his 

sword, and threatened to kiU him. He was kept under more 

dariet resthubit tilt the grand-father died, and hia fiifeher ascend- 
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ed the throne, on the 16tli of Maj, 1842. The king then re- 
quested the Eesident to assure the G-ovemor- General, that Mos- 
tafa Allee was not his son — ^that he was a ^rear and half old 
when his mother entered the palace. The Besident reported ac- 
cordi.igly on the 26th of that month. The Governor- General re- 
quired the statement to be made under the king*8 own. sign and 
seal 4 and it was transmitted on the 6th of June, 1842. The 
present king was then declared heir apparent to the throne, and 
Mosta& Allee has ever since been in strict confinement under 
him. The general impression, however, is, that he was the eld- 
est son of the late king, and repudiated Bolelj on account of 
his violent temper, and turbulent conduct. That he was treated 
as such during the life of Mahommed AUee Shah, and that Uie 
late king dared not repudiate him, while his £Either lived, ii oe^ 
tain. 

Bj the treaty of 1801, we bound ourselves to defend the to^ 
ritories of the sovereign of Oude, from all foreign and domestie 
enemies; and, to defray the cost of maintaining the troops re- 
quired for this purpose, and paying some pensions at Furrocka- 
bad and Benares, the sovereign of Oude ceded to our GKyven- 
ment the under mentioned districts, then yielding the xeyeniief 
specified opposite their respective names. 

JHttricU ceded by Oude to the Britiih Government hy the treaty ef 1801. 

fitawa, Korah, Kurra. 55,48,577 119 

Rehur and others 5,33,374 6 

Furruckabad 4,50,001 

Khyreegurh and Konchnnpore 2,10,001 

Azimgurh, Mounal, and Bonjon 6,95,624 7 

Gonickpore 5,09,853 8 

Botwul 40,001 5,49,854 8 

Carried over. . .79,87,432 11 9 
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^Bf01l§ht tJreTr. w79>€M32 11 9 

AUihabaa a&d ofhen.-.>... ^. 9>34^963 1 3 

Swefllj, Moradabad, Bijnore, Badown, PiUbheet & Shahjehanpore 43,13,457 113 

Nawabgunge Rehlee&c 149,242 12 q 

Hohowl and others, with exceptioh of Jaulliik Anml. . .. . . • .^ 1«68,378 4 



Total 4,36^,474 8 3 
Deduct 

Kswibgnage.^ .^ ^ ...• •• .^ •• .. • «. 1,19;242 12 

XhjnegaA .. 2,10,001 0-* 3,29,243 12 



Total 1, 31,94,230 12 8 
■andeei «r Kewae.* ••• .. .•• .•• .^ •• .. , • .. •• .. .^ .• ... .^ ., .^ .^ 1,62,906 



Total 1, 33,47,135 12 8 

SIhjrreegHrli aud Kanchimpore were receded to the Oude 80?e^ 
»ign in tke treaty of the 11th ef May, 1816, with the Turae 
landa, taken firom Nepaul, between Shyreegnrh and GK>rackpore» 
■n liqiddatioa of the lean of one erore of mpees. In the same 
treaty Handeea^ alias "EJswBe, was ceded by Oude to the British 
Gavemment, in lieu ef Nawabgunge, which was made oyer to the 
Oude soTereign by the British Ooyemment. Handeea, or Kewae^ 
now in the Allahabad district, yielded land reyenne for 1M6A7 
rvLfees one hack, fifty-two thonsand, and mne hundred and ftf0^ 
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Prenkt revenuei of ik$ ierrUwriet we hold from Oude wader ike irecif ^ 
1801, aeeording to the Revieed Statieiieal Retwm qf the dietriete pf tko heHh- 
Weetem Provinces for 1846-47, prepared in 1848 A. D, 



Tbe lands are the same with the 
exception of Khyreegurh, Nawab- 
gunge coded since, and Handeea 
Teceived; but the names are alter- 
ed. 



Land reve- 


Abkaree 


Stamp 


nue 


for 


for 


1846-47. 


1846-47 


1846-47 



Total 

fbr 

1846-47. 



Rohilcund. 



Allahabad, induding Handeea »- 

lias Kewae. 

Vnrmdcabad 



:} 



Mynpooree 

Etawa 

Gomckpore 

Azimgnrh, including Mahool. • . . 

CiwnpoM 

Fnttehpore , . . , 



64,44,341 


2,47,854 


2,04,576 


21,29,551 


1,41,409 


61,802 


13.57,544 


88,061 


49,698 


12,33,901 


24,822 


20,484 


12,80,596 


19,647 


10,355 


20,80,296 


2,10,045 


96,549 


14,89,887 


81,257 


53,925 


21,51,139 


1,26,155 


57,406 


14,25,431 


60,370 


21,063 



68,96,771 

23,32,762 

14,95,301 
12,79,207 
13,10,596 
23,86,890 
16,25,069 
23,34,700 
15,06,864 



Total 



1,95,92,686 



9,99,620 



5,75,858 



2,11,68,104 



The British Gt)Tenimeat retained tiie power to station the Bri- 
tish troops Hi such parts of the Oude territories as might appear 
to it most expedient ; and the Oude soyereign botLnd himself to 
di^Q^ all his troops, save four battalions of Infiuiiiy, ooo 
battalion of Nujeebs and Mewaties, two thousand horsemen, and 
three hundred golundages, or artillerj men, with such nomben 
of armed peons as might be deemed necessary for the pnipoio 
of collecting the reyenue, and a few horsemen and nujeebs to 
attend the persons of the amils. It is declared, that the tori- 
tories ceded, being in lieu of all former subsidies, and of a& 
ezpencea on account of the Hon*ble Company's defensive esta- 
blishments with His Excellency, the sovereign of Oude, no de- 
mand whateyer shall be made upon his territory on account of 
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expencas which the fion*bl6 Companj maj incur by assembling 
forces to repel the attack, or menaced attack, of a foreign ene- 
my—on accoomt of the detachment attached to his person— -on 
account of troops which may be occasionallj furnished for sup- 
pressing rebellions or disorders i^ his territories— -on account of 
knj future charge of military stations, or on account of failurea 
in the resources of the ceded districts, arising from un&yourable 
ieasoniy the calamities of war, or any other cause whaterer. 

The Hon'ble Company guarantees to him and to his heiit 
jmd successors, the possession of the territories which remain to 
iiim after the aboye cessions, together with the exercise of hii 
;^iid their authority within the said dominions ; and the soTereigii 
of Oude engages, to establish, in his reserred dominions, such a 
tfysfeem of administratioii, to be carried into efiect by his own 
officers, as shall be conduciTe to the prosperity of his subjects, 
«cnd calculated to sebure the liyes and property of the inhabit- 
aiitd ; and to adtiso with, and act in conformity to the counsel 
^ ihib of^ceni of the British Ooyemment. 

In €ke time of Asuf-od Dowlah, who died on the 21st Septem- 
Ibe^, 1797, the iniUtary force of Oude amounted to eighty thou- 
sand mien of aft arms, and in the direct pay of goyemment. 
I^aadu^ Alleo Ehau, his brother abd successor, on the eondusion 
of the aboye treaty, and the transfer of half his teiritoij, redn- 
<;ed the number to thirty thousand. 

Selling entirely upon the efficiency of British ttoops^ to de- 
fend him against external and internal enemies, and to suppress 
zeVelHon and disorder, he laboured assiduously to reduce his ex- 
piftniRure mthin the income arising from the reseryed half of hia 
dominions. He resumed almost all the rent free lands which 
lu&d been granted with a layish hand by his predicessor, and 
paid off and discharged all superfluous ciyH and military establish- 
ments; and| by his prudence and economy, he so roduced his ex- 
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pendilure Tnthin the income, that, on his death on the 12th of July, 
1814, he left fourteen millions sterling, or fourteen crores of rupees, 
iu a treasury, which he found empty when he entered upon the goT- 
ernment in 1797. In this sum were included the confiacationf 
of the estates of some fSEMrountes of his predicessorSy Asuf-od Dow- 
lah and Wuzeer Allee, who had grown rich upon bribery and 
frauds of all kinds. He never confiscated the estates of any 
good and fiuthful servants, who left lawful heirs to their proper- 

He had been freely >aided hj British troops, according to tiis 
stipulations of the treaty of 1801 ; but the British OoTammsnt 
bad been made sensible, on several occasions, of the difficulty of 
fjilfflling its engagements with the sovereign with a due regird 
to the rights and interests of his subjects. Saadut Allee Khia 
was a man of great general ability, had mixed much in the mh 
ciety of British officers in different parts of Indiai had been well 
trained to habits of busineBSy understood thoroughly the chanbe- 
ter, institutions, and requirements of his people, and above all was 
a sound judge of the relative merits and capacities of the men 
from whom he had to select his officers, and a vigilant si^erri- 
sor of their actions. This discernment and discrimination of dia- 
racter, and vigilant supervision served him through life; and the 
men who served him ably and honestly 'always felt confident in 
his protection and support. He had a thorough knowledge of the 
rights and duties of his officers and subjects, and a strong will 
to securo the one and enforce the other. To do so he knew 
that he must, with a strong hand, keep down the large landed 
aristocracy, who wero then, as they are now, very prone to gnsp 
at the possessions of their weaker neighbours, either by force or 
in collusion with local authorities. In attempting this with the 
aid of British troops, some acts of oppression wero, no doabt» 
committed; aad| aa the sympathies of British offioem were mon 
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ivith the landed aristocracy, while his were more wkh the hum- 
bler classes of landholders and cultivators who required to be 
protected firom them, frequent misunderstandings arose, acts of 
just severitj were made to appear to be acts of wanton oppres- 
sion, and such as were lesSlj oppressive were exaggerated into 
unheard of atrocities. 

Our relationa with the state of Oude, &om the treaty of 1801 
to the death of Saadut Allee, were conducted by able mem ; but 
they had a veiy difficult task to perform in conducting them to 
the satisfiEM^on of both parties to ' that treaty ; 'and when the 
goyemment devolved upon less able and well disposed sovereigns, 
mimsters, and public officers, our Government and its representa- 
tive became less and less willing to comply with their requisi- 
tions for the aid of British troops in the collection of the reve- 
nue, and the suppression of rebellion and discHrder. Our Govern- 
ment demanded, that the British Besident should be fully inform- 
ed of the cause which led to the resistance complained of to 
legitimate authority; and be fully satisfied of the justice and ne- 
cessity of such aid before he afforded it; and the sovereigns of 
Oude admitted the Justice of this demand on the part of the 
parmount power. But the Besident could never hear folly and 
£urly both sides of the question, and the officers commanding 
the troops were seldom disposed to do so; and neither was oom» 
petent to pass a sound judgement upon the justice and necessity 
of complying with the requisitions made for l^e aid of the British 
troops. 

But when, under an imbecile and debauched sovereign, like Gha- 
2ee-od Deen, and an unscrupulous minister, creatures and fiAVouritea 
liegan to share so largely in the revenues of the countiy, this sort 
of scrutiny, on the part of the Besident and officers commanding 
troops, employed in aid of the king's officers, became exceedingly 
distasteful; and the minister gradually increased the military force 
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of OadB at Ms disposal, that he might do without it. During the 
last few years of Ohasee-od Deen*8 reign, the Oude forces of aU 
arms amoanted to about sixty thousand men. During the first few 
years of his -suocessor's, Nuseer^id Deen's reign, these forces were 
angmeiM»d by the ministers for the sake of the profit and pa- 
tronage they gaye them; and in the year 1837, the forces of 
all funtUB, paid bom the treasury, amounted to more than sixty 
thousand 'men. A memorandum giren to the British Besident by 
the mikiist^ on the 8th of April, 1887, showed tfie meti of d 
flescriptions, belonging to the Oude army, to amount to snfy-ae- 
Ton thousand nine hundred and fifty-six. The artillery, oaTaliy, 
ttnd infantry, composing what they call the regular army, amoait- 
ed to twenty thousand. All badly paid, clothed, armed, accontrei 
and disciplined; and for the most part placed under idle, ineoa- 
petent, and corrupt commanders. The rest were nigeeba emploj* 
ed in the provinces under local officers of the reyenue and po- 
lice, and obliged to provide their own clothes, arms, accoutre- 
ments and ammunition. They were altogether withont disciplina 
Government^ on the 26th November, 1824, informs the Besi- 
dent, '^hat our troops ace to be actively and energetically ea* 
ployed in the Oude territory in cases of real internal commolHi 
and disorder." And again on the 22nd of July, 1825, Goms* 
ment condemns the Besident for his disregard of tiie orders of 
l^e 26th of November, 1824, regarding the employment of Bri- 
tish troops in Oude, and states, ^hat it is sincerely diiposBd 
** to maintain the rights of the king of Oude to the fiillert ei- 
^ tent, an guaranteed to him by the treaty, with his firi;her, on 
I* the 20th of November, 1801 ; but observes, that npon tb 
** ttaturast consideration of articles 8rd 5th and 6th of that tnS' 
" ty, and of Lord Wellesly's memorandum in 1802, of the toil 
*' results of discussons between him and Saadut Allee, lAM 
^ OovemmMEt admits that, according to article the 8rd of the tm^i 
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^ we were bound to defend His Majesty's present territories "against 
** all foreign and domestic enemies," and that, in pursuance of 
** the 4th article, the Company's troops are to be employed, 
** without expence to His Majesty, not only "to repel the at- 
*' tack, or menaced attack, of a foreign enemy," but also for 
** suppressing rebellion and disorder in His Majesty's territories ; 
^' and that, in a strict adherence to the 6th article, the king of 
<< Oude is entitled to exercise complete sovereign authority with- 
^ in his own dominions, by a system of administration conducive 
*^ to the prosperity of his subjects, to be carried into effect bj 
** Ids own officers, with the advice and counsel of the officers 
" of the British Government, (in conformity to which His Ma- 
^* jesty is expressly engaged to act) yet the Governor-General in 
^* council considered it to be indispensable and inherent in the 
** nature of our obligations, under the treaty referred to, that 
^* whenever the king of Oude requires the aid of British troops, 
to quell any disturbance, or to enforce any demand for reve- 
nue or otherwise, the British GK)vemment is clearly entitled, 
as well as morally obliged, to satisfy itself, by whatever means 
it may deem necessary, that the aid of its troops is required in 
^' support of right and justice, and not to effectuate injustice 
^ and extortion. This principle, which has often been declared 
** and acted upon during successive governments, must still be 
^* firmly asserted, and resolutely adhered to ; and the Eesident 
^* must consider it to be a positive and indispensiblo obligation 
^^ of his public duty, to refuse the aid of British troops until 
^^ he shall have satisfied himself, on good and sufficient grounds, 
{to be reported in each case as soon as practicable, and when 
the exigency of the case may admit of it, before the troops 
are actually employed,) that they are not to be employed but 
in support of just and legitimate demands." 
On the 13th of July, 1827, Govormnent, in reply to the Ee- 
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eidcnt's letter of the 30th Maj idem, ezpresBes ^4t8 sarprifle 
*^ that, under the circumstances therein stated, he should hare 
^ suffered so long a period to elapse without adopting t^e most 
^' active and decided measures against a subject of Oude, whose 
conduct IS that of a public robber and rebel against the an^ 
thorit^ of his government; and whom the king haa plainly 
^* stated that he is unable to reduce to subjection witbout Ai 
** aid of British troops." 

On the 20lki of January, 1831, the GoTemor-Gtenerai, Lorl 
William Bentinck, held a conference with the king of Onde, 
and told His Majesty, in presence of his minister, that the sfenta 
of things in Oude, and maladministration in all departments, were 
such, as to warrant and require the authoritative inteference d 
the British Government for their correction — that he declined to 
make himself a party to the nomination of the minister, or to 
have it understood, that the measure was a joint resolution of 
the two governments, so that both should be responsible for its 
success in affecting reformation — ^that the act was His Majes^s 
own; and the responsibility must be his — ^that His Lordship hop- 
ed, that a better system would be established by his minister's 
agency ; but if he failed, and the same abuses and misrule con- 
tinued, the king must be prepared to abide the consequences — 
that the Gbvemor-Gbneral intended to make a strong representa- 
tion to the authorities in England on the state of misrule pre- 
^ailing, and to solicit their sanction to the adoption of specific 
measures, even to the length of assuming the direct administration 
of ^e country, if the evils were not corrected in the inte rim. 

In the letter firom Government dated the 25th of August, 
1831, referring to this advice, the Besident is told, that by tret- 
ty we are bound to give the aid of troops to quell internal re- 
sistance, as well as to keep off external enemies ; but by the 
eamo treaty the Oude government is bound, to establish a good 



DIARY OP A TOUR THROUGH OUDS. 179 

system of administration, and to conform to our advice in this 
respect — that, finding it impossible to procure the establishment 
-of such an improved system, and seeing that our troops were 
liable to be made the instruments of violence, and vindictive 
and party proceedings, it was determined to withhold the aid of 
4roope except after investigation into the cause which might lead 
to the application for them — ^that, by recent orders from the 
Court of Directors, the Government would be authorized in with- 
holding tkem altogether, in the hope, that tiie necessities of the 
Oade goveinment might compel a reform such as we might 
deem satififactory— ^that matters had not, however, been brought 
to suck an issue, for the Oude government, having been depriv- 
ed of the services of British troops, to execute its purposes, had 
entertained a body stated at sixty thousand men, cavalry, in&n- 
try and artillery, whereof forty-five thousand are stationed in the 
interior for the special purpose of reducing refractory zumeendam 
without British aid. Government urges the necessity of reducing 
this number; and states, that if British troops be employed to 
enforce submission, it seems impossible to aToid becoming parties 
to the terms of submission, and guarantees of their observance 
^afterward en both sides; in which case we should become mixed 
>up in every detail of the administration-^it is therefore, required, 
that each case shall be investigated and submitted for the spe^ 
•cific (»dera of the Govemor-GteneraL 

On the 15th of August, 1832, the Govemor-Goneral addressed a 
letter to His Majesty, the king of Oude, in the last sentence of 
which he says — "I do met use this strong language of remon- 
strance without manifest necessity. On former occasions the lan- 
guage of expostulation has been frequently used towards you 
*' with reference to the abuses of your government, and as yet 
** nothing serious has befallen you. I beseech you, however, not 
'** to suffer yourself to be deceived into a false security. I might 
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*^ adduce sufficient proof, that such security would be faUacions, 
*^ but I am unwilling to wound jour Majesty's feelings, while 
the sincere friendship which I entertain for you prevents my 
withholding from you that advice which I deem essential to 
the preservation of your own dignity, and the prosperity of 
your kingdom/' The Besident is told, that the aUusioxi in As 
concluding sentence of His Lordship's letter, refers to Mysar^— 
that th0 king, had brobably heard of our actual asBomption of 
the government of that country; and the Besident must mil 
himself of this topic, to impress upon his mind the oonsequsB* 
ces which a similar state of things may entail upon himsdf. 

On the 11th of September, 1837, a subsidiary treaty was eon* 
duded with the new sovereign, Mahommed AUee Shah, on the 
ground, that though a larger force was kept up by the kiog 
of Qude than was authorized by the treaty of 1801, still it 
was- found inadequate to the duties that devolved upon it; and 
it was, therefore, expedient, to relax the restrictions as to tiia 
amount of military force, to be maintained by the king of Oude, 
on condition^ that an adequate portion of the increased fbroei 
should be placed under British discipline and control. It was 
stipulated, accordingly, that the. king might employ such a miHtuy 
estaj)lishment as he might deem necessary for the government of 
his dominien^-that it should consist of not less than two regimenti 
of cavalry, five of infantry, and two companies of artillery — that tiie 
government of Oude should fix the sum of sixte^i lacks of rupees t 
year for the expences of the force, including their pay, arms, 
equipments, public buildings <&c. &c. — that the expenditure, on 
account of this force of all descriptions, should never exceed six- 
teen lacks — that the organization of this force should not com- 
mence till eighteen months after the Ist of September, 1837— 
that the king . should take into his service an efficient number d 
Britishvofficexafor the due discipline and efficiency of thia foioe— 
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tliat tluB force should be fixed at such stations in Oude as might 

seem to both goyernmente, from time to time, to be best ; and 

employed on all occasions on which its services might be deemed 

neoessarj bj the king of Oude, with the concurrence of the Ee- 

4Bident, but not in the ordinary collections of the revenue — ^that 

the king should exert himself, in concert with the Besident, to 

remedj the existing defects in his administration; and should he 

neglect to attend to the advice and counsel of the British Gov- 

omment, or its represeRtative, and shotild gross and systematic 

oppressioR, anarchy and misrule, at any time, hereafter, prevail 

^thin the Oude territories, such as Seriously to endanger the 

public tranquillity,, the British G^ovemment wotdd have the right 

te appoint it» own officers to the management of all portions of 

the Oude teit^tosy^, in which soeih miflrule nngbt have occurred, 

ibr BO long a period aa it might deem necessaay, the surplus 

receipts in such cdse, after defraying all charges, to be paid into 

the king's treasury, and a true and faithfal account rendered to 

Hia Mi^esty of the receipts and expenditure of the territories so 

aasumed^-^haft should the Govenior-Gfenerd of India in Councfl 

be compelled* to resort to the exercise of this authority, he 

would endeavour, as far as possible, to maintain {with such 

improvements as they might admit of^ the native institutions and 

forms of administration within the aj!»unied territories, so as to 

facilitate the restoration of those territories to the sovereign of 

Oude, when the proper period of such restoration diould arrive. 

This treaty was ratified by the Goveilior^Gbneral in Council on 
the 18th of September, 1837; but the Hon'ble the Court of 
Directors, with that anxious regard for strict justice which, after 
long and varied experience, I have always found to characterise 
their views and orders, disapproved of that part of the above trea< 
ty which imposed on the Oude state the expence of the auxilia- 
ry forces and on the Sfch of July, 1839, the king was informed, 
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amidst great rejoicinge, that he was relieved from this burthen 
of sixteen lacks of rupees a year, which the British Goiremment 
took upon itself. Only part of this auxiliary force had been 
raised when these orders came, and only two regiments of infim* 
try, out of that part, were retained, one stationed at Soltanpore, 
and the other at Seetapore. 

Up to 1835, the British forces in Oude amounted to two com- 
panies of artillery, with fourteen guns, and six regiments of in* 
fantry. Early in that year (1835,) four guns, with a proportion 
of artillerymen, and one regiment of Native Infantry were withdrawn, 
leaving the British force in Oude, one company and half of a^ 
tilleiy, with ten guns, and five regiments of Native InfSuitry. In 
1837, when two infantry regiments of the auxiliary force had 
been raised, four guns more, with a detail of artillery, and two 
regiments more of Native Infimtry were withdrawn from the two 
stations of Soltanpore and Seetapore, leaving the force paid by 
the British Government, one company of artillery, with six gnni, 
stationed at Lucknow; three regiments of Native Infantry at 
Lucknow; one regiment of the Oude auxiliary force stationed at 
Soltanpore, and the other at Seetapore. There had been artillery 
and guns at Pertabgur, Soltanpore, Secrora and Seetapore, and a 
regiment of regular cavalry at Portabgur. In 1815, this regiment 
of cavalry was withdrawn for the Nepaul war, and subsequently 
it was retained for the mahratta war. It was sent back to Per- 
tabgur in 1820, but finally withdrawn in 1821. The British Gov- 
ernment now maintains no cavalry in any part of the king of 
Oude's dominions, and no artillery or guns at any place bat 
Lucknow.* In fiumess, there should be guns at Seetapore and 
Soltanpore, and a corps of regular or irregular cavalry at Luck- 
now, or some other more canvenient station. The stations of 

* There ib a amaU detachment of thirty sowars from an inres^ular corps 
attadied to the Reside&t. 
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Msrora and Fertabgur were dene away with bj General orders 
{th January, 1835, when one regimient of Native In&ntiy was 
ithdrawn altogether from Oade, and one added to the (bwo 
eretofore stationed fi^ Lueknow. In oonseqnence of these ar- 
ngements, the British force in Onde is much less than it was 
len the treaty of the llth of September, 1837, was made ; and 
snredly less than it should be wil^ a due regard to our engage^ 
snta and the Oude reguxrements. Oor GoremmeMt^ instead of 
king upon itself the additional burtfaea of airteen lacks of 
pees a year, to render the Oude government more efficient, 
a rdieved itsdf of a good deal of that which it bore before 
e new treaty was entered into; and this is eertainfy not what 
e Court of Direetors eoatempUted, or the Oude government 
pected. Our exigeneieB became great with the Affghan war, 
id have eontinued to be so from those wars which grew out 
it, with GhiaUor, Seinde, and the Punjab; but they ha?e aH 
m passed away, and those of our humble ally should be no 
Bger fergotten or disregarded. Though we seldom gke him the 
e of troops in support of the authority of his local officers, 
iH the prestige of having them tA hand, in support <^ a juEft 
use, is, unquestionably, of great advantage to him and to his 
ople, and this advantage we cannot withhold from Um with a 
10 regard to the obligations of solemn treaties. 
But in considering the rights which the sovereign of Oude haa 
quired by solemn treaties to our support, we must not forget 
ose which the five millions of people subject to his rule have 
quired by the same treaties, to the protection of our Govem- 
mt; and it is a grave question, that must soon be solved, 
lether we can any longer support the present sovereign and 
item of government in Oude, without subjecting ourselves to 
5 reproach of shamefully neglecting the duties we owe to these 
lliona. 
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The present king ascended the throne on the death of his father, 
on the 13th of Fehniary, 1847. In a letter, dated tho 24th of 
July of that jear, the Besident is told, "that it will be Hii 
** Majesty's duty to establish such an administration, to be cai^ 
<' ried out by his own officers, as shall insure the prosperity of 
" the people — ^that any neglect of this essential principle will be 
an infringement of treaty; and, that the Gh>yemor>(}enenl 
must, in the performance of his duty, require the king, to 
" fulfill his obligations te his subjects — ^that Hia Majesty mui 
" understand, that as a soTereign he has duties to perform to^ 
'' as well as claims to exact from, the people committed to 
" his care." 

In the month of November in that year, the GoTemor-Genw* 
al, Lord Hardinge, visited Lucknow; and in a confidrenoe heU 
with the king, he caused a memorandum, which he had ditwi 
up for the occasion, to be read and carefully ezpbdiied to ffii 
Majesty. It stated, ** that in all our engagements the ntmoift 
<' care had always been taken, not only to uphold the antiiodtf 
** of native rulers, but also to secure the just rights of the peo- 
" pie subject to their rule, — ^that the same principle is maintois- 
'' ed in the treaty of 1801 with Oude, in the 6th paragraph d 
'' which the engagement is entered into ''for the establishmeOK 
" of such a system of government as shall be conducive to te 
" prosperity of the king's subjects; and calculated to secure to 
'' them their lives and properties" — ^that in the memorandum d 
" 1802, signed by the Govemor-Gbneral, the king engages to «• 
" tablish judicial tribunals for tho free and pure administntiai 
" of justice to all his subjects ; and that it is recorded in tb 
" sovereign's own hand in that document, " let the Oompsn/i 
" officers assist in enforcing obedience to these tribnnab"- 
it is, therefore, evident, that, in all these stipulations, the 
principle prevailed — ^namely, that while we engage to my"*'« 
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^ -the prince in the full exercise of his powers, we also provide 
■*' for the protection of his people." 

'' That, in the more recent treaty of 1837, -it is stated, that 
the solemn and paramount obligation, provided hj treaty for 
the prosperity of His Majesty's subjects, and the security of 
^' the lives and property of the inhabitants, has been notoriously 
** neglected by several successive rulers in Oude, thereby exposing 
'*' the British Oovemment to the reproach of having imperfectly 
^ fulfilled its obligations^ towards the Oude people— that His 
^ Lordship alludes to the l|realy of 1837, as confirming the ori- 
^ ginal treaty of 1801, and not only giving the British Govern^ 
^ ment the ri^hi to interfere, but declaring it to be the inten- 
^ ^on of the Government to interfere, if necessiury, for the pur- 
^ .pose of aecuring good government in Oude — ^that the king can, 
*" therefore, have no doubt, that the GKwemor-Qoneral is not only 
^ justified, but bound by his duty^ to take care, that the stipu* 
^' lations provided by treaty shall be £Eurly and substantially 
^ carried into effect — ^tkat if the Gt)vemor-G}eneral permits the 
^ 4xmtinuation of any flagrant system of mismanagement, which, 
^ by treaty, he is empowered to correct, he becomes the partici- 
^ pator in abuses which it is his duty to redress; and, in this 
.case, no ruler of Oude can expect the Governor-General, to 
incur a responsibilitiy so repugnant to the principles of the 
-<< British Gtivemment, and so odious to the feelings ot the 
-" British people." 

^' Thaty in the discussion of this important subject, advice and 
'^ jremonstraace have been frequently tried, and have failed — ^that 
^ the Gh)vem0r-G«neral hopes, that the king will exercise a soun- 
^ der judgement than those who have preceded him^ and that he 
^ will not be compelled to exchange frienly advice for impera- 
*** tive and absolute interference — that when the Governor- General, 
'^ Xiord William Bentinck, had -a conference with the former king. 



4< 
44 



4< 



U 



186 DIARY OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDB. 

" Nuseer-od Deen Hyder, on this subject, on the 20th of Jano- 
'' ary, 1831, he deemed it right frankly to inform him, that if 
" the warning which he then gave was disregarded by His Ma- 
** jesty, it was his intention, to submit to the home authorities 
** his advice, that the British Gbyemment should assume the 
** direct management of the Oude dominions — ^that the Hon'ble 
'' the Court of Directors coincided in his Lordship's yiews; and, 
*^ in order, that no doubt may remain on the king's mind as to 
** the sentiments of the home authorities on this pointy he, Lord 
*' Hardinge, here inserts an extract, from the despatch of thst 
** Court, for his information — ^that it is aa followa — ** We have, 
after the most serious consideration, come to the detenninatkm 
of granting to you the discretionary power which you hate re- 
'^ quested from us, for phMnng the Oude territories under iinb 
'^ direct management of officers of the British Gbvemment; aad 
you are hereby empowered, if no real and satisfactory improTe- 
ment shall have taken place in the administration of that coun- 
try, and if your Gh)yemment should still adhere to the opinion 
expressed in the minute of the Gk)yemor-Gkneral, to cany tba 
'' proposed measure into effect^ at such period and in such man- 
ner as shall appear to you most desirable*' — ^that thia resolution 
" was communicated to the Besident, and to the king, and al- 
" yantage was taken of it, to press upon His Majesty the ne- 
*' Gossity of an immediate reform of his administration — ^that tiw 
'' aboye extract will enable the king, to form a clear judgement 
" of the position in which the soyereigns of Oude are placed lij 
" treaty — that the Goyemor-Q^neral is required, when gross and 
'' systematic abuses preyail, to apply such a remedy aa the exi- 
^^ gency of the case may appear to require — ^that he has no op- 
** tion in the performance of that duty." 

'' That, by wisely taking timely measures for the reformation of 
^ abuses, aa one of the first acts of his reign, Hia MigeBtj wSI, 
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** with honour to his own character, rescae his people from their 
** present miserable condition; but, if he procrastinates, he will 
*^ incur the risk of fiproing the British Oovemment 4;o interfere, 
** by assuming the goyemment of Gude — that the former course 
^' would redound to Bis Majesty's credit and dignity, while 
** the latter would give the British Gl-oyemment concern in the 
case of a prince, whom, as our ally, we sincerely desire to 
honoiff aafl uphold-^hat for these reasons, and on accouiLt of 
ikne king's in^cperience, the Oovemor-O^eral is not disposed to 
aot immediately on the power vested in him by the Honoura- 
ble Courtis despatch, above quoted, tftill less is he diq>osed to 
hold him responsiUe for the misrule of his pmedicessors ; nor 
does lie expect, that so inveterate a €iyfltem of misgovemment 
can suddenly be eradicated — ^that the resolution, and the pre- 
liminary measures 'to affect this purpose' can and ought 
at once to be adopted by the king-^tk^t if His Majesty cordi- 
ally eiiters into the plan suggested by the Gk>Temor-Oener2d 
^ for the improvement of his administration, he may have the 
satisfaction, within the period specified ef two years, of eheck- 
ing and eradicating the worst a'buses; and, at the same time, 
^ of maintaining his own sovereignty, and the native institutions 
^* of his kingdom unimpaired — but if he does not — if he takes a 
"** vacillating course, and fail, by tefuEdng to act on the Gover- 
** nor-Q-eneral's advice, he is aware of the other alternative, and 
of the consequences. It must then be manifest to the whole 
worid, that, whatever may happen, the king has received a 
"* friendly and timely warning." 

" On the 24th of December, in that year, 1847, Oovemment, 
in reply to the Eesident's letter of the SOth November, states, 
that it does not consider the king^s reply, in any respect, satis- 
factory—that the Eesident is to remind His Majesty, that under 

paragraph the 23rd of the memorandum read out to him by tho 
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Ot>remor-Q-eneral's direction, the Besident has been required, to 
submit periodical reports of the state of his dominions ; and 
that His Majesty must be fully aware of the responsibility he 
incurs, if he neglects, during the interval allowed him, to in^ 
troduce the requisite reforms in his administration.** 

More than two years have elapsed since this caution was given, 
and the king has done nothing, to improve his administration 
— ^abstained from no personal indulgence — ^given no attention 
whatever to public af^Eurs. He had, before that time, tried to 
imitate his father — attend a little to public affiurs, and see, oc- 
casionally, the members of the royal family, and aristocracy, at 
least, of the city, and heads of departments; but the effort wis 
painful, and soon ceased altogether to be made. He bad from 
boyhood mixed in no other society than that in which he now 
mixes exclusively ; and he will never submit to the restraints of 
any other. The king has utterly disregarded alike the Otojenat 
General's advice, and admonitions, the duties and responsibilitiefl 
of his high office, and the sufferings of the many millions sub- 
ject to his rule. His time and attention are devoted entirely to 
the pursuit of personal gratifications — ^he associates with none 
liut such as those who contribute to such gratifications — ^women, 
singers, and eunuchs; and he never, I believe, reads or hears read 
any petition from his suffering subjects — any report from his 
local officers civil or military, or presidents of his fiscal and ju- 
dicial courts, or functionaries of any kind. He seems to take no 
interest whatever in public affairs, and to care nothing whatever 
about them. 

The king had natural capacity equal to that of any of those 
who have preceded him in the sovereignty of Oude since the 
death of Saadut Alice, in 1814; but he is the only one who 
has systematically declined to devote any of that capacity, or 
any of his time, to the eonduct of public aflSurs — ^to see, and 
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ioccasionallj commune with the heads of departments, the mem- 
bers of the royal family, and native gentlemen of the capital — 
to read or have read to him the reports of his local functionaries, 
^and petitions for redress of wrongs -from his suffering subjects.^ 
In the reports of the Sesident on the «tate of affairs in 
Oude, and the replies of Government, much importance has been 
4ilwayB attached to the change from the contract, or ifara sys- 
tem, to that of the amanee, or trust management system.; and 
«ince the time 0f Lord Hardinge's visit, many more districts 
>have been put under the latter system ; bul this has not tended, in 
the smallest degree, to the benefit of the people of these dis- 
4;ricts. The same abuses prevail under the one Sj^tem as under 
the other. The troops employed in the districts under the one, 
^re the same as those employed in the districts under the other ; 
•and they prey just as much upon the people. There is the same 
rackrenting in the one as in the other; and the same uncertain- 
ty in the rate of the government demand. The manager under 
the amanut system demands the same secret gratuities and 



* This syBtdmatic disregard of his high duties and responsibilities still oonti- 
unes to be manifested by the king of Oude; and is obsehred, with feelings 
of indignation and abhorrence, by his well disponed subjects of all classes and grades, 
'who are, thereby, left to ths mercy of men without any feeling of security 
in their tenure of office, any scruples of conscience, or feelings of humanity 
oir of honour. So inveterate is the system of misgoyemment — so deeply are 
iall those, now employed in the administration, interested in maintaining its 
worst abuses — and so fruitless is it to expect the king to remove them, or 
•employ better men, or to be ever able to inspire any men, whom he may appoint, 
with a disposition to serve liim more honestly, and to respeet the rights of 
others, or connder the reputation and permanent interests of their own mas- 
ter, that the impression has become strong and general, that our Grovemment 
can no longer support the present govemment of Oude, without seriously neg- 
iecting its duty towards the people. 
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nvzuranae for himself and his patrons at court from the hsA- 
holders, as the contractor; and if they refuse to pay them, 
they are besieged, attacked and cut up, and their estates deso- 
lated in the «ame manner. The amanut manager knowi, that 
hi^ tenure of office depends as much upon the amount which 
he pays ±0 his sovereign, and to his patrons at court, as tiift 
of the contractor; and he exacts and extorts as much as he cm 
in the same manner. Unless he pays his patrons the same, be 
knows that lie shall soon be removed, or driven to rosigD hj 
the want of means to enforce the payment of the revenues 
justly due. The objections which are urged against the emploT- 
ment of British troops in support of the authority of revenue 
contractors, are equally applicable to their employment in snp- 
port of that of amanee managers. — ^Their employment is just as 
liable to abuse under the one as under the other. It is not • 
whit easier to ascertain, whether a demand for foalanoe of reve- 
nue from, or a charge of contumacy against a landholder is 
just or unjust in the one than in the other. In neither is the 
demand set forth in public documents, understood by either pa^ 
ty to be the real demand. Both parties are equally interested 
iu preventing a portion of the reaj demand from appearing in 
the public accounts; and the quarrel is almost always about the 
rate «f this concealed portion — ^the collector trjring to augmfiit, 
and the landlord trying to reduce it. 

In a letter to the ^Resident, dated the 29th of Mareh, 1821, 
G-ovemment observes, " as some palliation of the miaehief rf 
/ bur forces being constantly employed in what might be too 
'' often termed the cause of injustice and extortion, the GK>veTii* 
^' ment, in XSIl, distinctly declared our right of previously iii- 
*' vesiigating, and of arbitrating the demands which ita troops 
** might he called upon to support ; as also its reaolntum to 
<< exercise that right on all future occasions. The exoeutiim d 
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" the important duty in question scorns to be almost inTahably 
*' delegated by the Eesideot, to the ofEcprs conuoandiQg at the 
" difiepent stations, who, after receiting general powers to attend 
" to the requisitions of the amfla, become the sole judges of 
" the individual eases, in which aid is to be afforded or with. 
" held ; and the diacretioa again unavoidably dcsi^cnds from them, 
" in many instances, to the officers commanding parties detach- 
" ed from the main body. It is obvious, that an inquiry of 
" this descHptioB can afford bnt a partial check to, and a foe- 
** Mo security against, injustice and o^^rcsBien where specific 
" engagements rarely exist, and where the point at issue is fre- 
" quently the demand for augmenting rates of revenue, founded 
" on alleged assets safBciont to meet that increase." 

" Xeithor is the aid thna afforded, at all effectual for tha 
" purposes of the government of Oude, whether present or fii- 
ture, as is clear from the annual repetition of the same 
■oenet of resistance and compulsion. As fast as disorders are 
suppressed in one quarter, they spring up in another. Forts 
** that are this year dismantled are restored again the next — 
" the compulsion, exercised upon particular individuals in one sea- 
^ son, has no effect in producing more regularity on their parts, 
" or en that of others in the ensuing season, until tbe same 
** process has been again gone through ; whilst the contempt and 
** odium attatjhing to a system of collecting the revenues, by 
" the habitual iatorvcntioa of tho troops of another slate, in&l- 
" libly tend to aggravate the evil, by destroying all remains of 
* confidence in His Majesty, or respwA for his authority," The 
«ud of British troops in the collection of the revenues of Oude 
baa long ceased to bo afforded ; but when they have been affor- 
led for the supprossicn of leaders of atrocious bands of robbers, 
wKo preyed upon the people, and seised upon tho lands of their 
wwdMT aeighbours, and they hare bees drivca from thoir forts 
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and strongholds, the privilege of building them up again, or re- 
occupying and garrisoning them with the same bands of robbers, 
to be employed in the same way, is purchased from the local 
authorities, or the patrons of these leaders at court, during 
the same or the succeeding season. The same things continue to 
be done every season where no British troops are employed. 
Such privileges are purchased with as much facility as those for 
the supply of essence or spices in the palace ; unless the fiesident 
should interpose authoritatively to prevent it, which he very ntt- 
\j does. Indeed, it is seldom, that a Eesident knows or esrei 
any thing about the matter. 

I may say, generally, that in Oude the larger landholders do 
not pay more than one-third of their net rents to the govern- 
ment, while some of them do not pay one-fifth or one-tenth. In 
the half of the territory made over to us in 1801, the great 
landholders, who still retain their estates, pay to our Gk>yeniment 
at least two-thirds of their net rents. In Oude these great land- 
holders have, at present, about two hundred and fifty mud forts, 
mounting about five hundred guns, and containing, on an average, 
four hundred armed men, or a total of one hundred thousand, 
trained and maintained to fight against each other, or againit 
the government authorities ; and to pillage the peaceful and in- 
dustrious around whenever so employed. In the half of the te^ 
ritory ceded to us in 1801, this class of armed retainers hai 
disappeared altogether. Hence from the Oude half we hare 
some fifty thousand native officers and sipahees in our natire 
army, while from our half, we have not perhaps five thousand. 

One thing is clear, that we cannot restore to the Oude gov- 
emment, the territory we acquired from it by the treaty of 1801, 
and the people who occupy it; and that we cannot withdraw our 
support from that government altogether without doing so. It 
is no less clear, that all our efforts, to make the government of 
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Oude, under the support wliich we are bound by tliat treaty to 
give it, fulfill the duties to its people to wliich it was pledged 
by that treaty, have failed during the fitfy years that have elapsed 
since it was made. The only alternative left, appears to be for 
the paramount power to take upon itself the administration, and 
^ve to the sovereign, the royal family and its stipendiary de- 
pendents, all the surplus revenues in pensions, opening, as much 
•as possible, all employments in the civil administration to tho 
educated classes of Oude. The military and police establishments 
would consist almost exclusively of Oude men. Under such a sys- 
tem more of these classes would be employed than at present, 
for few of the officers employed in tho administration are of 
'these classes — ^the greater part of them aro adventurers from all 
parts of India, without character or education. The number of 
such officers would be multiplied four fold; and the means of 
paying them would be taken from the favourites and parasites 
of the court who now do nothing but mischief. 

Such a change would be popular among the members of the 

Toyal family itself, who now get their pensions after long intc« 

Tals — often after two and even three years, and with shameful 

xeductions in behalf of those favourites and parasites whom they 

detest and despise, but whom the minister, for his own person* 

£tl purposes, is obliged to concOeate by such perquisites. It 

would be popular among tho educated classes, as opening to 

them offices now filled by knaves and vagabonds from ail parts 

-of India. It would be no less so to the well disposed portion 

of the agricultural classes who would be sure of protection to 

life, property and character, without the expensive trains of arm- 

od followers which they now keep up. But to secure this, wo 

should require to provide them with a more simple system of 

civil judicature, than that which we have at work in our old 

territories. 
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The change would be popular, with few exceptions, among all 
the mercantile and manufacturing classes. It would give vast 
employment to all the labouring classes throughout the country, 
in the construction of good roads, bridges, wells, tanks, temples^ bu- 
racs, military and civil buildings, and other public works ; but 
above all, in that of private dwellings, and other edifices for use 
and ornament, in which all men would be proud to lay out their 
wealth to perpetuate their names, when secured in the poaeei- 
sion by an honest and efficient Government ; but more eapeciallj 
those who would be no longer able to employ their meaiu in 
maintaining armed bands, to resist the local authorities, and dis- 
turb the peace of the country. On the whole, I think, that at 
least nine-tenths of the people of Oude would hail the change 
as a great blessing ; always providing, that our system of admi- 
nistration should be rendered as simple as possible to meet tbe 
wants and wishes of a simple people. 

Though the Eesident has never been able to secure any sub- 
stantial and permanent improvement in the administration, he 
often interposes successfully in individual cases, to relieve suffer- 
ing, and secure redress for wrongs ; and the people see, that he 
interferes in no others. Their only regret is, that he does not 
interpose more often, and that his efforts, when he does, should 
])e so often thwarted or disregarded. The British character is, 
in consequence, respected in the remotest village and jungle in 
Oude; and there is, I believe, no part of India where an Euro- 
pean officer is received, among the people of all classes, with 
more kindness and courtesy than in Oude. There is, certainly, 
no city or town in any other native state in India, where he 
is treated, in] the crowded streets, with more respect. This must 
of course be accounted for, in great measure, from the greater 
part of the members of the royal family, and the relatives and 
dependents of the several persons who have held the highest 
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offices of the state since 1814, either receiving tkeir incomes from 
the British Government in treaty pensions, or in interest on our 
Government securities, or being guaranteed in tKose which thej 
receive from the Oude government by ours. A great many of 
the families of the middle classes depend entirely npon the interest 
which they receive from us on our Government securities. There 
is, indeed, hardly a respectable family in Lucknow, that is not 
more or less dependent upon our Government for protection, and 
proud to have it considered that they are so. The works and 
institutions which would soon be created out of revenues, now ab- 
sorbed by worthless court favourites, would soon embellish the 
face of the country, improve the character, condition and habits 
of the people, stimulate their industry in agriculture, manufac- 
tures and commerce ; and render our connexion with the Oude 
'g^ovemment honourable to our name in the estimation of 
^ India. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



February 14M, 1850. — Peemuggup, ten miles, south-east, orer 
a plain of the same soil, but with more than the usual propor* 
tion of oosur. Trees and groves as usual, but not quite so fino 
or numerous. The Nazim of Khjrabad took leave of me on 
his boundary as we crossed it about midwaj, and entered tlie 
district of " Baree Biswa," which is held in £Eu:m bj Lial Bahi- 
der,* a Hindoo, who there met us. This fiscal officer has under 
him the " Jafiree," and " Tagfore" Begiments of nujeebs, and 
eight pieces of cannon. The commandants of both corps are in 
attendance at court, and one of them, Imdad Hoseyn, nerer 
leaves it. The other does condescend some times to come oat 
to look at his regiment when not on service. The draft bullocb 
for the guns have, the Nazim tells me, had a little grain with- 
in the last month, but still, not more than a quarter of the •• 
mount for which the king is charged. Peemuggur is now i 
place of little note upon the banks of the little river Sae, which 
here flows under a bridge built by Asuf-od Dowlah some siitr 
years ago. Qang robberies are here as frequent as in Khyr*- 
bad, and the respectable inhabitants are going off in the same 
manner. One wliich took place in July last year is charactem- 
tic of the state of society in Oiide, and may be mentioned here. 



* Thia man was in prison at Lucknow as a defaulter, but made his escsp? 
in October, 1851, by dragging the sentry placed over him, and got safe iat* 
British territory. 
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Twelve siphecs of the 69th Eegiment Native Infentry, then sta- 
tioned at Bareilly, lodged here for the night, in a enrae, on 
their way home on furlough. Dal Partok, a Brahman bj caste, 
;and a man of strengh and resolution, resided here, and cultivate 
•ed a flmall patch of land. Ke had twe pair of bullocks, which 
used to be ^ontinualij trespassing upon other men's fields and 
gardens, and embroiling him with the people, tiU one night they 
•disappeared. Dal Fartuk eadled upon his neighbours, who had 
«ufrered from their trespasses, to restore them or pay the value ; 
^md threatened to rob, plunder, and burn down the town if 
tthey fid not. 

A great number of pausees reside in and around the t<\wn; 
-and he knew, that he could coUect a gang of them, for any en- 
"terprise of this soH at the shortest notice. The people were not 
disposed to pay the value of his lost bullocks; and they could 
-not be found. While he was meditating his revenge, his rela- 
tion, Dhokul Partuk, was, by a trifling incident, driven to take 
the field as a robber. An 6il vender — a female — ^from a neigh- 
fjouring village had presumed to come to Peemuggur, and offer 
oil for sale. The oU venders of the town, dreading the conse- 
quences of such competition, went forthwith to the little grrri- 
«on, and prayed for protection. One of the sipahees went off 
to the silversmith to whom the oil vender had sold two penco 
-worth of oil; and, hiding the oil vender still with him, proceed- 
•ed at once to seize both, and take them off to the garrison as 
-criminals. Dhokul Partuk, who lived close by, and had his sword 
by his side, went up and remonstrated with the sipaheo, who, 
taking him to be another silversmith, struck him across the face 
with kis stick. Dhokul drew his sword, and made a cut at tKe 
sipabee, which would have severed his head from his body had 
iie not fallen backwards. As it was, he got a severe cut in tlio 
chest, and ran off to lua companions. Dhokid went out of the 
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town with his drawn sword, and no one dared to pursue him. 
At night he returned, took oflf his family to a distant Tillage, 
became a leader of a band of pausee bowmeo, and invited ku 
kinsman, iBal tPartuk, to follow his example. 

Together tibej made an attack at night upon the town, and 
burnt down one quarter of the houses. Dal Partuk offered to 
come to ftem9, and live in the town again if the people would 
pay the val^B^ -0f his lost bullocks, aod give him a small inconiA 
of five rupees a month. This they refused to do; and the plun- 
der and burning w^it on. At last they made this attack upon 
the party in the surae, wliich happened to be so full, i^uit aere- 
ral of the sipahees and others were cooking outside the walls. 
I^one of the travellers had arms to defend themselves, and those 
inside closed the doors as soon as they heard the alarm. The 
pausees with their bows and arrows killed two of the sLpaheei 
who were outside; and while the gang was trying to force open 
the doors of the surae, the people of the town, headed by a 
party of eight pausee bowmen pf tiieir own, attacked and drove 
them back. These bowmen followed the gang for some distance, 
and killed several of them with their arrows. The sipahees who 
escaped proceeded in aU haste to the Sesident, and tiie fironiair 
police has since succeeded in arresting several of the gang; but 
the 'two leaders have hitherto been screened by GkK>rbuk8h Sing 
and eth^r great landholders in their interest. The eight pausees, 
who exerted themselves so successfully in defence of the town 
aqd mw^9 (Were expecting an attack from the pausees of a neigh- 
bouring viUi^Gy ftnd ready for action when the alarm was given. 

<Fhese pi!»r^s of pausee bowmen have each under their chage 
a certain number of villages, whose crops and other propoty 
they are pledged to defend for the payment of a certain som, 
or a certain portion of land rent-free. In one of these under tiie 
Feernuggur iparty, three bullocks had beea stolen by the panseoi 
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'of a neighbouring town. They were traced to them ; and as they 
would neither restore them nor pay their value, the Peeruuggur 
party attacked them one night in their sleep, and killed the lead- 
er and four of his followers, to deter others of the tribe from 
trespassing on property under their charge. They expect, they 
told us, to be attacked in return some night, and* are obliged 
to be always prepared; but have not the slightest apprehension 

* of ever being called to account for such things by the officers 
of government. Nor would Dal and Dhokul Faituk have any 
auch apprehension, had not the Besident taken up the question 
of the ' murder of the HonoTU*able Company's sipahees as an in- 

- temational one. After plundering and burning down a dozen vil- 
iages, and murdering a scdre or two of people, they Would 

>Jiave come back, and reoceupied their houses in the town wilii- 

' out any fear of being molested or questioned by government ofB- 
fcers. Nor would the people of the town object to their residing 
Among them again, provided they pledged themselves to abstain, 

• ziiL future, from molesting them. Goorbuksh Sing, only a few 

^^ys ago, offered the contractor, Hoseyn AMee, the sum of five 
^thousand rupees, if he would satisfy the Besident, that Dal Far- 
tuk had nothing whatever to do with the Peemuggur dacoitee; 
and thereby induce him to discontinue the pursuit.* 

The people of towns and villages, having no protectioh whair- 

*^ver fiom the govemmcaat, are obliged to keep up, at their own 
^oost, this police of pausee bowmen, who are bound only to pro- 
-tect those who pay them. As their families increase beyond the 
means derived from this, their only legitimate employment, their 
members thieve in the neighbouring or distant villages^ rob on 
!the highroads, or join the gangs of those who are robbers by 
profession; or take the trade in consequence of disputes and 

* Dhokul Partuk and Dal Partiik were at last secured. Dhokul died in 
Kbe king's jail, but Dal Partuk is still in prison under trial. 
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misunclerstandings with government autborities or their neighbou't. 
In Oudo — and indeed in all other parts of India, under a gor- 
emmcnt so weak and indifferent to the sufferings of its 8al»- 
jects — all men who consider arms to be their proper profession, 
think themselves justified in using them, to extort the means of 
subsistence firom those who have property when thej have nonev 
and H can no longer find what they consider to be suitable em- 
ployment. All Bajpoots are of this class; and the greater put 
of the landholders in Oude are Rajpoots. But a great part of 
the Mahommedan rural population are of the same class; and 
no small portion of the Brahman inhabitants, like the two Fv- 
tuks above named, consider arms to be their proper profesrion ; 
and all find the ready means of forming gangs of robbers oat 
of those pausee bowmen, and the many loose characters to wham 
the disorders of the country give rise. A great many of tiio 
officers and sipahees of the king's nujeeb and other r^;iiiisotii, 
are every month discharged for mutiny, insubordination, abuse of 
authoirty, or neglect of duty, or merely to make room for mm 
more subservient to court favourites; or, because they cannot^ «r 
will not, pay the demanded gratuity to a new and useless cob- 
mandant appointed by court favour. Tho plunder of villages Im 
been the daily occupation of theso men during the whole periol 
of their service; and they become the worst of this dasi flf 
loose characters, ready to join any band of fireebooters. Sodi 
bands are always sure to find a patron among the landhoUev : 
ready to receive and protect them, for a due share of their bo^ 
ty, against any force that the king's officers may send after 
them ; and. if they prefer it as less costly, they can always ini 
a manager of a district ready to do the same, on condition, tbt 
they abstain from plnadoriiig within his jurisdiction. The greater 
j)art of tho land is, however, cultivated, and well cultivated «»• 
der all this confusion and consequent insecurity. Tillage is the 
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i«ne thing needful ta aU; wtd the peraons ffom whom trespasses 
on the crops are most apprehended are the reckless and disor- 
«derl7 trains of govemmeBt offiinids. 

J^irtMir^ 16^A, 1850.^^Bi8wa, eighteen miles, east, oyer a plain 
^f excellent soil, partly doomut but chiefly mntteear, well stud^ 
ied with trees and gropes, scantily ^cultivated for the half of the 
"wayy but fUlly and beautifully for the second half. The wheat 
t^egiBHing to change colour as it approaches maturity, and wav*- 
ing in the gentle morning breeze — dntervening fields coyered with 
jnized crops of peas, gram, vdsee, teera, Burson, fnustard, all in 
4ower, and glittering Jiike so many rich parterres — patches hero 
<and there of the dark-green arahttr and yellow sugar-cane rising 
in bold relief-*^mangoe groves, majestic ■single trees, and clusters 
Mof the graceful bamboo studding the whole surface, and closing 
^he distant horison in one seemingly -continued line of fence — 
the eye never tires of such a scene, but would like, now and 
ihen, to rest upon some architectural work of ornament or utility^ 
iio aid the imagination in peopling it. 

The road for the last six m^es passes through the e^ate of 
Ji'awab AUee, a Mahommedan landholder, who is a strong man, 
4md a good mimager and pay master. His rent roll is about 
four hundred thousand rupees a year, and he pays govemment 
•lJK)ut one hundred and fifty thousand. Hiis hereditary posses- 
sion was a small one; and his estate has grown to the presemt 
4nze in the usual way. He has lent money in mortgage, -and 
^foreclosed-— he has giv^ security for revenue due to government, 
t)y other landholders, who have failed to pay, and had their es- 
tates made over to him. He has given security for the appear- 
ance, when called for, of others ; and on their failing to ap- 
pear — perchance at his own instigation — had their lands made 
over to him by the govornment authorities, on condition of 

making good the government demand upon them. He has oficr- 

2b 
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ed a higher rate of revenue for lands than present holden 
could make them yield; and^ after getting poesessioni brought 
the demand down to a low rhke in collusion with government 
officers. Some three-fourths 6f the magnificent estate which he 
now holds, he has obtained in these and other ways by finuid, 
violence, or collusion within the last few years. He ia too 
powerful and wealthy to admit of any one's getting his Imds 
out of his handsy aft^ they have once passed into them, no 
matter how. 

The Chowka river flowa from the forest towards the 6hag^^ 
4ibout ten miles to the east from Biswa ; and 1 am told^ that 
the richest sheet of cultivation in Oude is within the delta for 
jned by these two rivers.* At the apex of this delta standi 
the fort of Bhitolee, which I have often mentioned as belonging 
to Eajah G-oorbuksh Sing, and being under siege by the cod> 
tractor of the Khyrabad district when we passed the Ghagra in 
December. Biswa is a large town well situated on a good soil, 
and open plain; and its vicinity would be well suited for i 
oantonments, or seat for civil establishments. Much of the doll 
called sullum used to be made here for export to Europe; but 
the demand has ceased, and with it the manufacture. 

February 17thj and ISthf 1850. — Detained at Biswa by rain. 

February l^th, 1850. — ^Yesterday evening came to Kaharpofe^ 
ten miles, over a plain of the same fine soil, mutteear of the 
best quality, running here ond there into doomutteea and evei 
bhoor. Cultivation good, and the plain covered with rich spring 



* This delta contains the following noble estates, 1 Dhorehra, 2 
3 Chehlary, 4 Rampore, 5 Bhitolee, 6 MuUahpore, 7 Seonta, 8 NigasaBi» 
9 Bhera Jugdeoporo. The Turae forest forms the base of this delta, and tte 
estates of Dhorehra, Eesanuggur, and Bhera Jugdeopore lio along its border. 
i liey have been much injured by the king's troops within the last thxve 
j^hitolec is at the apex. 
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crops, tOLcefpt wfaoRB tke gwftind is being prepared to receive the 
autumn seed in June next. It is considered good husbandry to 
plough, erofls plough, and prepflo-e the hinds 4huB earlj. The 
Bpinng eropfl are 43onsidered to be more promising thsn they 
hme been at any other eeason lor the last twenty years. The 
fimners and cultivators calculate upon an average return of ten 
imd twelve fold; and say, that in other parts €if Oade, where 
Ae iands are richer, there will be one of fifteen ^ir twenty of 
wheat, gram, &c. The pucka beega, two thousand seven hundred 
ttid ifty-six square yards, reqiikes cue maund of seed of forty 
BMTSy ^ ^eighty rupees of the king's and Company's coinage 
\ike fSMt* The country as usual studded with trees, single, and 
m dotftefs and groves, izttermingled *with bamboos, which are, 
however, for the most part of the smaller, or hiU Und. 



^ The imclot beega in 0«de is about the 'same as that which prerails ovet 
mr Noith-Westem ?roTkoee, %we tiiouaad fleren bimebed and Sftynrix and a 
fUffter squm ywda, or aomethiBg moie tiua one-half of oar Bnglish statate 
tme» which is iaur thovia&d eight hundred aod forty aquare jarda. This pnc- 
loa beefa takes, ef seed wheat, one maund, or eighty lbs.; and yields, on an 
wmnga, under good tillage, eight returns of the seed, or eight mannds, or 
iriz hundred and forty pouuds, which at one rupee ^ maund yields eight 
nqpees, or sixteen shillings. The stock required in Oude in irrigated lands ii 
ibout twenty rupees the pucka beega. The rent on an average two rupees. 

fn Bngland an acre, on an ayerage, requires two and three quarter bushels 
if seed wheat, or one hundred and seventy-six pounds, or two maunds and six- 
laen seers, and yields twenty-four bushels, or one thousand five hundreed and 
Ittrty-six pounds. This at forty shillings the quarter (512 lbs.) would 
"S^eld six pounds sterling. The stock required in England is estimated at ten 
^jpDUnds sterling per acre, or ten times the annual rent. 

It is dijfficult to estimate the rate of rent on land hi EngUnd, since the 
^ated owner is sud to be "only the ninth and last xedpient of rent." 

2b2 
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On reaching camp, I met, for the first timO) the great land'' 
holder, Nawab Allee, of Mahmoodabad. In appearance, he k 
« quiot gentlemanlj man of middle age and stature^ He keep 
his lands in the finest possible state of tillage, however objeeti- 
onable the means by which he acquires them^ TTiti familj hiiv 
held the estates of Mahmoodabad and Belehree for many ga» 
rations as zumeendars, or proprietors; but they have augmentdi 
them greatly, absorbing into them the estates of their weaker 
neighbours.* 

Alo^m Allee held Mahmoodabad, and was sueceeded in tin 
possession by his eon, Mosahib Allee, who died about fa^ 
years ago, leaving the estate to his widoW) who held it for tvei* 
ty-eight years up to A. D. 1838 when she died» She had, fti 
year before, adopted her nephew, Nawab Allee, and lie soooeet 
ed to the estate. The Belehree estate is held by his elder bi^ 
ther, Abud Allee, who is augmenting it in the same w^r, b^j 
not at the same rate. I may mention a few recent eun, 
as illustrative of the manner in which such things are done 
Oude. Mithun Sing, of an ancient Bajpoot family, held the 
tate of Semree, which had been held by his ancestors for mafj 
centuries. It consisted of twelve fine villages, paid to gore* 
ment 4,000 rupees a year, and jrielded hini A rent roll of 20,001 
Kawab Allee coveted very much this estate, which l)ordered «j 
his own. Three years ago, he instigated the Nazim fo 
an increase of 5,000 rupees a year from the estate ; and at 



* Akram Allee and Muzhur Allee the only sons of- 

the estate in two ^visions. Akram Allee got ifAhmoodAbad, and ItH 
sons, Sarafraz Allee, who died without issue, befoto his father; and 
Allee, who succeeded to the estate, but died without issue. Mashar iJbe 
the estate of Belehree, and had two sons, Abud AUee, and Nswdb 
Abud Allee succeeded to the estate of Belehree, and Nawab Alice t» ti^' 
Mahmoodabad by adoption. 
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fMune time invited Mithun Sing to bis house, and persuaded him 
to resist the demand to the last. He took to the jungles, and 
in the contest between him and the Nazim all the crops of the 
season vmre destroyed, and all the cultivators driven from the 
kmds. When the season of tillage returned in June, and Mi- 
tbun Sing bad been reduced to the last stage of poverty, No- 
wab Allee consented to become the mediator, got a lease from 
the Gbuckladar for IViithun Sing at 4,500 rupees a year, and stood 
eurety for the punctual payment of the demand. Poor Mithun 
fiing could pay nothing, and Nawab Allee got possession of the 
estate in liquidation of the balance due to him; and assigned 
to Mitkun Sing five hundred pucka beegas of land for hief 
subsistence. He still resides on the estate, and supports hia 
family by the tillage of these few beegas. 

Amdhun Chowdheree held a share in the estate of Biswa con- 
eisting of 65 villages; paying to Ghovemment 12,000 rupees a 
year, and yielding rent roll of sixty-five thousand. His elder 
brother's widow resided on the estate supported by Amdhun, 
who managed its affiurs for the family. Nawab Allee got up a 
quarrel between her and her brother-in-law; and she assumed the 
right to authorise Nawab Allee, to seize upon the whole estate. 
Amdhun appealed to his clan, but Nawab AHee, in collusion 
with the Nazim, was too strong for him, and got possession by 
taking a strong force, and driving out all who presumed to re- 
sist him. The estate had been held by the family for many 
centuries. 

Mohun Sing held the estate of Mundhuna, which had been in 
his family for many generations. He was, by the usual process, 
five years ago, constrained to accept the security of Nawab Alleo 
for the punctual payment of the revenue ; and his estate was 
absorbed, in the iisual way, the year after. He is now, like a 
boa-constrictor, swallowing up Chowdheree Pertab Sing, who holds 
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a large fihare ih tke hereditary estate of Biswa, which has ben 
in the ;poasessioii of the family for a great many genentioDB. 
Thia share consisted of thirty-six villages, and paid a revenue to 
government of fourteen thousand. Last year Nawab Allee initi- 
gated the Nazim to demand ten thousand more. The Nazim, to 
prevent all disputes, assigned the twenty-four thousand to Mina 
Hoseyn Beg, the commandant of a troop of cavalry, employed 
under him, in . liqiudation of their arrears of pay. The commands 
ant gave h^ a receipt for the amount, which the Nazim ant 
to the treasury, and got credit for the amount in his accounts. 
But poor Pertab Sing conld not pay, and was imprisoned by 
the cavalry, who kept possession of his person, and took upon 
them the collection of his rents. Nawab Allee came in — paid 
what was due ; and gave security for the punctual payment of 
the revenue for the ensuing year. The estate was made orer to 
him ; and he put on score afber score of dustuk bearers, who Amu 
reduced Pertab Sing to utter beggary. Ten thousand mpeei 
were due to Nawab Allee, and he had nothing left to sell; and 
under such citcumstances no man else would lend him any thing. 
The dustuk bearers are servants of the creditor, who are sent to 
attend the debtor, extort from him thdr wages and subaistence, 
and see that he does not move, eat, or drink till he pays them. 
During this time the creditor saves all the wages of these at- 
tendants; and they commonly exact double wages from the debt- 
or, >3o that he is soon reduced to terms. In thia atage we 
found the poor Ghowdheree on reaching Biswa. I had him re- 
leased, and so admonished Nawab Allee that he has some little 
cham:e of javing his estate. 

Biscam Siqg held the estate of Kooa Danda, which had been 
in the possqesion of his family of Ahbun Bajpoots for many 
centuries. It consisted of thirty-five villages, paid a revenue 
of six thousfwd rupees a year, and yielded a rent roll of eigb- 
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t^^n tbonsand and five hundred. Nawab Allee coveted it as being 

on his border, and in good order. As soon as his friend, Allee 

iBukshy was appointed Nazim of the difitrict, he pre^ai^d upon him 

to report to the Durbar, that Bisram Sing was a refractory subject, 

and plunderer ; 4Uid to request permission to put him down bj 

ibrce of arms. This was in 1844 while Bisram Sing was living 

quietly OR his estate. On receiving the order whicb came as a 

matter of course, the Nazim united his force with thai of Nawab 

Allee, and attacked the house of Bisram Sing, which liad only 

twenty-two men to defisnd it against two thousand. Six of the 

twenty-two were killed, eight wounded, and eigbt only escaped ; 

<and Nawab Allee took possession of the estate. Bisram Sing was 

-at Lucknow at the time trying to rebnt the false charges of 

the Nazim; but his influence was, unhappily, too strong for him; 

^and he got no redress. Soon ftStet Nirput Sing, a sipahee in 

the 9th Begiment Native Infantry, presented a petition to tho 

^Resident, stating, that be was the brother of Bisram Sing, and 

equally interested in the estate; and a special officer, Busharut 

Allee, was ordered by the Burbar to investigate and decide the 

<;ase. He decided in favour of Nirput, the fiipabee, ^and Bisram 

Sing. Another special officer was sent out to restore Bisram to 

possession. Nawab AHee then pleaded the Bon-enstence of any 

relationship between iN'irput and Bisram*; and a third special offi^ 

cer has been sent out to ascertain this fact. 

Belehree, held by Abud Allee, consists «f forty villages, pays 
A revenue of twelve thousand rupees a year, and yields a rent 
roll of forty thousand. Abud Allee holds also the estate of 
Pyntee, in the same district, consisting of eighty villages, paying 
a revenue of thirty-five thousand, and yielding a rent roll of one 
hundred and forty thousand. It had been held by fais relative, 
Xazim Allee, who was succeeded in the possession by Nizam 
AHee, the husband of bis only daughter. Nizam Allee was in 
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A. B. ISil killed by a servant, who was cut down and killed 
in return by his attendants. Nizam Allee's widow held till 1843 
when she made over the estate to Abud Allee, by whom she 
is supported. 

Nawab Allee has always money at command to purchase influ- 
fsnce at Court when required; and he has also a brave and well 
armed force^ with which to aid the goremor of the distrid, 
when he makes it worth his while to do so, in cniBhing a n- 
fractory landholder. These are the sources of his power, and be 
is not at all scrupulous in the use of it — ^it is not the fiwhion 
to be so in Oude. 

February 20th, 1850. — Came on sixteen miles to Futtehpore, 
in the estate of Nawab Allee, passing Mahmoodabad half way. 
Near that place we passed through a grove of mangoe and oth- 
er trees called the " Lak Peree," or the grove of a hundred 
thousand trees, planted by his ancestors forty years ago. The 
soil is the same, the country level, studded with the same rieb 
foliage, and covered with the same fine crops. As we vfere pav- 
ing through his estate, and were to encamp in it Again to-diy, 
Nawab Allee attended me on horseback ; and I endeavoured to 
impress upon him and the Nasdm the necessity of respeeting Ihe 
rights of others, and more particularly those of the old Chow* 
dkeree Pertab Sing. ''Why is it, I asked, that fihia bean^id 
" scene is not embellished by any architectural beauties — Sheikk 
" Sadee, the poet, so deservedly beloved by you aO— old and 
'' young-^jQindooa and Mahommedans — says, the man who leaves 
'' behind him, in any place, a bridge, a well, a church, or i 
" egravanaiaae never dies." — ^Here not even a respectable dwel- 
" hog house is to be seen, much less a bridge, a <^nrch, or a 
" catavansurae ? Here, sir, said old Bukhtawur, men nnut alwavs 
** be ready for a run to the jungles — ^unless they are so they 
^' can preserve nothing from the grasp of the contoicton of tiie 
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^ present day, who have no respect for property or peraon — ^for 

^* their own character or for that of their sovereign — the moment 

^ that a man runs, to save himself, family and property, they 

^' rob and pull down his house, and those of all connected with 

him. When a man has nothing bnt mud waHs with invisible 

mod covers, they give him no anxiety — he knows, >that he can 

** build them np again in a few days, or even a few hours^ 

"** when he comes back firom the jungles ; and he cares little about 

"^ what is done to them during his absence. Had he an expen- 

^' sive house of burnt brick and mortar he could never feel 

*' quite &ee — ^he might be tempted to defend it, and lose soma 

^ valuable lives; or he might be obliged to submit to unjust 

** terms. Were he to lay out his money in expensive mosques, 

*^ temples, and tombs they would restrain him in the same way ; 

'^^ and he is content to Uve without them, and have his loinB 

always girded for fight or flight." True, said Nawab AUee, 

very true — we can plant groves and make wells, but we can^ 

not venture to erect costly buildings of any Idnd. You saw 

the Nazim of £hyrabad only a few days ago bringing all his 

*^' troops down upon Sampore, because the landlord, Gk>man Sing, 

^< would not consent to the increase, he demanded, of ten thon- 

** sand, npon seventeen thousand rupees a year, which he had 

hitherto paid. Ooman Sing took to the jungles; and in ten 

days his fine crops would ail have been destroyed, and his 

^* houses levelled with the ground, had you not i]d^rposed| and 

^ admonished both. The one at last consented to take, and the 

** other to pay an increase of five thousand. — Only three years 

** ago, G-oman Sing's father was killed by the Naasim in a simi- 

^^ lar struggle; and landholders must always be prepared for 

^* them." 

February 21«^, 1850, — Bureearpore, ten miles, 8onth-east| over 

SI plain of the same fine soil, well cultivated, and carpetted with 

2 c 
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the same fine crops and rich foliage. Midway we entered tlii 
district of Baranuggur Dhumeree, held by Bajah Gk>rbuksh Sing 
under the security of Seoraj-od Deen, the person who attempted 
in vain to arrest the charge of the two Eegiments upon thi 
Khyrabad Nazim, by holding up the sacred Koran over his heai 
iEIe met me on his boundary, and Nawab Alice and the Naxin 
ef Baree Biswa took their leave. Nawab Alice's brother, Abud 
Allee, came to pay his respects to me yesterday evening. He 
is a respectable person in appearance, and a man of gooi 
sense. The landscape was, I think, on the whole richer tiua 
anv other that I have seen in Oude; but I am told that it ii 
still richer at a distance from the road where the poppy ii 
grown in abundance, and opium of the best quality made.* 

Still lamenting the want of all architectural ornament to the 
scene, and signs of manufacturing and commercial industry, to 
«}how that people had property, and were able to display and en- 
joy it, and gradations of rank, I asked whether people invested 
their wealth in the loans of our Gk)vemment. " Sir, said Bukh- 
*' tawur Sing, the people who reside in the country know noiJi- 
** ing about your Government paper — ^it is only the people rf 
^^ the capital that hold it, or understand its value — ^the Lmdhol- 
^' ders and peasantry would never be able to keep it in safetf, 

^' or understand when and how to draw the interest." Do ther 

• 

*'^ spend more in marriage and other ceremonies than the peofk 
^' of other parts of India, or do they make greater displays €i 
*' such occasions ? " Quite the reverse. Sir, said Seoraj-od Deen- 

* Opium sells in Oade at from three to eight rupees the seer aooorfiiig H 
its quality. In our neighbouring districts it sells at fourteen rupees the as; 
in the shops licensed by Government. Government^ in our districts, get opiv 
from the cultivators and menufacturers at three rupees and half the 8eer. 1W 
temptation to smuggle is great, but the risk is great al8o« for the pn B^ ■ 
our districts is vigilant in this matter. 
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they dare not make any display at all — only the other day 

G-unga Buksh, the refiractory landholder of Kasimgunge, attack- 
ed a marriage procession in the village of carried off the 

bridegroom, and imprisoned him till he paid the large ransom 
^ demanded from him. In Febroary last year Imam Buksh Beh- 
^ raleen, of Oseyree, having quarrelled with the Amil, attacked 
** and carried off a whole marriage party to the jungles. They 
^ gave up all the property they had, and offered to aign bonds for 
^ more, to be paid by their friends for their transom, but he 
** told them, that money would not do — ^that their £unilieB were 
people of influence, and must make the king^s officers testoi^ 
him to his estate upon his own terms, or he would keep them 
till they all died. They exerted themselves, and Imam Buksh 
got back his estate upon his own terms; but he stiU continues 
** to rob and plunder — these crimes are to them diversions from 
^* which there is no making them desist. There are a dozen gang 
** leaders of this class at present in the belt of jungle which 
M* extends westward from our right up to within fourteen miles 
^* of the Lucknow cantonments; and the plunder of villages, mur- 
^^ der of travellers, and carrying off of brides and bridegrooms 
'* from marriage precessions, are things of every day occurrence. 
** There are also in these parts a number of pausee bowmen, 
** who not only join in the enterprises of such gangs as in 
^ other districts, but form gangs of their own, under leaden of 
J •* their own caste, to rob travellers and plunder villages.*' 

** Ounga Buksh ef E^asimgunge, has his fort in this belt of 
' ^^ jungle, and he and his friends and relations take good care, 
** that no man cuts any of it down, or cultivates the land. 
^ With the gangs which he and his relatives keep up in this 
** jungle, he has driven out the greater part of the Syud proprie- 
** tors of the surrounding villages, and taken possesion of their 

^ lands. After driving out the king's troops from the town of 

2c2 
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*^ Dewa, and exacting ransoms fi^m many of the inhabiiantl, 
*^ whom ho seized and caried off in several attacks, he, in Octo 
*' ber last, brought down ^upon it all the ruffians he could co}> 
** lect — killed no less than twenty-nine persons— chiefly Syuds and 
" land proprietors — ^and took possession of the town and e*- 
"** tate. The chief proprietor, Bakur Allee, was killed among the 
*^ rest ; and Gunga Bnksh burnt his body, and suspended lui 
^* head to a post in his own village of Luseya. He dug down 
*^ his house, and those of all his relations who had been kilkd 
*^ with him; and now holds quiet possession of his estate." 

This was all true. The Besident, on the application of Haffii- 
od Deen, a native judicial officer of Moradabad district — one of 

the family which had lost so many members in this atn)cioQS 
attack — ^urged strongly on the Durbar the necessity of punishing 
G-unga Buksh and his gang. The Ghunghor Begiment of In&n- 
try, with a squadron of cavalry, and six guns, was sent out in 
October, 1849, for the purpose, under a native officer. On tiie 
force moving out, the friends of Gunga Buksh at Court caased 
the commandant to be sent for on some pretext op other; ind 
he has been detained at the capital ever since. The force hu, 
ill consequence, remained idle, and Gunga Buksh has been left 
quietly to enjoy the fruits of his enterprise. The Amil, haris^ 
iio troops to support his authority, or even to defend his penoA 
in such a position, has also remained at Court. No revenue 
has been collected, and the people are left altogether exposed 
to the depredations of these merciless robbers. The belt of 
jungle is nine miles long and four miles wide ; and the wot 
end of it is within only fourteen miles of the Lucknow canton- 
ments, where we have three Eegiments of Infantry, md i 
company of Artillery. 

February 22nd, 1850. — ^A brief history of the rise of this fr 
mily may tend to illustrate the state of things in OodeL 
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IKlitimma Bawut, of the pansee tribe, the great grandfather of 
this G-unga Buksh, served Kazee Mahommed, the great grands- 
father of this Baker Allee, as a village watchman, for many 
years up to his death. He had some influence over his mas>- 
ter, and making the most of this and of the clan feeling which 
subsisted among the pansees of the district, he was able to com- 
mand the services of a formidable gang when the old Kazee 
died. He lefb a young family, and Khumma got possession of 
five or six villages out of the estate which the old Kazee left 
to his sons. The sons were too weak to resist the pan^ 
sees, and when Khumma died he left them to Ins five sons — 
1. Kundee Sing, 2. Bukhta Sing, 3. Alum Sing, 4. Lalsahae, 
5, Mi«ree Sing. As the family increased in numbers it has gone 
on adding to its possessions in the same manner, by attacking 
snd plundering villages, murdering or driving off the old propri- 
etors of tho lands, and taking possession of them for them*- 
fielves. Each branch of the family, as it separates from the 
parent stock, biiilds for itself a foit in one or other Of the 
Tillages which belong to its share of the acquired lands. In 
this fort the head of each branch of the family resides with his 
&rmed followers, and sallies forth, to plunder the country and 
acquire new possessions. In small enterprises each branch acta 
by itself. In larger ones two or more branches unite, and di^ 
vide the lands and booty they acquire, by amicable arrangement. 
They seize all the respectable persons whom they find in the 
villages which they attack and plunder — ^keep them in prison^ 
and inflict all manner of tortures upon them, till they have 
paid, or pledged themselves to pay, all that they have or can 
borrow from their friends, as their ransom. If they refuse to 
pay, or to pledge themselves to pay, the sum demanded, they mur- 
der them. If they pay part, and pledge themselves to pay the 
rest within a certain time, they are released; and if they fail 
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to fulfil their engagements, they and their families are mupdered 
in a second attack. After the last attack above described upon 
Dewa, G-iinga Buksh seized seven fine villages belonging to the 
family of Bakur AUee Khan, which they had held for many genen- 
tions. He, Oiinga Buksh, now holds no less than twenty-seven vil* 
lages, all seized in the same manner, after the plunder and murder 
of their old proprietors. The whole of this family — descendants of 
Khumma !Rawut— hold no less than two hundred villages and ham* 
lets, all taken in the same manner from the old proprietors, witii 
the acquiescence or connivance of the local authorities, who were 
either too weak or too corrupt to punish them, and restore tlw 
villages to their proper owners.* 



* Kundee Sing had two sons, 1. Cheytun Sing, 2. Ajeet Sing. Chcjtu 
Sing had two sons, 1. Sophul Sing, 2. Thaknrpurshad. Sophol Sing had tw 
sons, 1. Keerut Sing, 2. Jote Sing. Ajeet Sing had two sons, 1. Bhugwirt 
Sing, 2. Rutun Sing. Thaknr Purshad, Bhngwunt Sing and Ratnn Sing na^ 
in a fort which they have built in Bhetae, four miles from Dewa, in tb 
north-west border of the belt of jungle. They hold forty villages besite 
hamlets which they have taken from the old proprietors of the Dewa ad 
Korsee estates. Thakur Purshad has another fort, called Buldeognr^ near tk| 
of Atursae, two coss south of Dewa; and Bhugwunt Sing has the small fort d 
Munmutpore, close to Bhetae. Bukta Sing had only one son^ Bisram Sio^ 
who had only one son, Gunga Buksh, who built the fort of Kasimgimge, m 
■'ho north-eastern border of the same belt of jungle, two miles Bonth of Devs, 
nul on the death of his father, he went to reside in it with his frunily aad 
rymg. He holds twenty-seven fine villages, with hamlets. Twenty of these bt 
seized upon from six to twelve years ago; and the other seven he got after 
the attack upon Dewa, in October last. He has also a fort called AtonK, 
two coss south from Dewa; a mile west from Buldeogur. Alnm Sing's des- 
cendants have remained peaceable cultivators of the soil in Dewa, and aic^ 
consequently, of too little note for a place in the genealogical table of ^ 
fismily. 

Lalsahae had three sons, 1. Dheer Sing, 2. Bustee Sing, 3. Gokul Sa^ 
all dead. Dheer Sing had two sons, Omed Sing and Jowahir Sing. OatA 
Sing had three Kms, Dirgpaul Sisg, Maheput Sing and Gungidhur, who «ii 
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To record all the atrocities committed bj the different members 
of this family in the process of absorbing the estates of their 
neighbours, and the property of men of substance in the countries 
4ux)nud, would be a tedious and improfitable task ; and I shall con- 
tent myself with mentiorung a few that are most prominent in 
the recollection of the people of the district. About ten years 
Ago, G-unga Buksh and his gang attacked the house of Lalla 
Shunker Lai, a respectable merchant of Dewa— :plundered it — kill- 
ed the tutor of his three sons, and carried them and their father 
off to his fort, where he tortured them till they paid him a ran- 
4Bom of >nine thousand rupees. On their release^ they lefb Dewa, 
And have ever since resided in Lucknow, Two years after they 
attacked the village of Saleempore, two miles east from Dewa — 
killed Nyam Alice, the zumeendar, and seized upon his estate, 
^bout six years ago Munnoo, the son of Qunga Buksh, with a 

-murdered by Thakur Pershad, his cousin. Jowahbr Sing had one son, Pritee- 
paul Sing. Bustee Sing had two sons, Girwur Sing and Soulee Sing. Girwur 
'Sing had two sons, Dhokul Sing and Shunker Sing. This branch of the fami- 
ly hold the fbrts of Ramgura and Pahaipore, on the border of the jungle six 
vniles Bouth-west from Dewa, and twelve villages besides hamlets taken in the 
4uune manner from the old proprietors. Gokul Sing had two sons, Dulloo Sing 
•mad Soophul Sing. Dulloo Sing has one' son. They reside with the ^unilies 
^f Dheer Sing and Bustee Sing. 

Misree Sing, the fifth son of Khumma, had three sons, 1. Boneead Sing, 
'2. Dureeao Sing, 3. name forgotten — aU three are dead. Boneead Sing had 
two sons, 1. Anoop Sing, 2. Goorbuksh Sing. Dureeao Sing had two sons, 
1. Anokee Sing, 2. name forgotten. The third son of Misree Sing had tlutee 
-sons, 1. Miflung Sing, 2. Anunt Sing, 3. name forgotten — aU three stiU live. 

This branch of the family resides in Satarpore, one mile west from Kasim- 
frunge, in this belt of jungle,' and two miles from Dewa, in a fortified house 
built by them. They have got a small fort, called Pouree, near this place. 
They form part of Gunga Buksh's gang, and share with him in the booty 
acquired. 
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^ang of near two thousand men, attacked the king*8 force in thfl 
town of Dewa, killed four sipahees, two artillery men, and two 
troopers, and plundered the place. About six months ago this 
gang attacked the house of Ewuz Mahommed, in Dewa, plunder- 
ed it, levelled it with the ground, and took off all the timbers 
to their fort of Kasimgunge. Soon after he made the attadc 
in which he killed twenty-nine persons in Dewa, as above dscribed. 

Thakur Purshad, about fourteen years ago, attacked the villagt 
of Molookpore, two miles east from Dewa, plundered it, todc 
possession of the land, seized and carried off the proprietor, Sheikh 
Khoda Buksh, and put him to death in his fort of Bhetae. 
Three years after, he attacked the house of Oholam Mo8tafiE^ in 
Dewa, killed him and seized upon all the lands he held. Three 
years ago he attacked the house of Janoo, a shopkeeper, phm- 
dered it, and confined and tortured him till he paid a ransom 
of two hundred and fifty rupees. Three months after he seized 
and carried off to his fort Boopun, another shopkeeper, and con- 
fined and tortured him till he paid a ransom ef three hundred 
rupees. Last year he seized and took off Jhow Dhobee firmn 
Dewa, and extorted forty rupees from him. Six months ago h§ 
attacked a marriage procession in Dewa, plundered it, took off 
the bridegroom, Omed Alice, and confined and tortured him till 
he paid eleven hundred and fifteen rupees. These men all lerj 
black mail from fhe coimtry aroimd; and it is those only who can- 
not or will not pay it, or whose lands they intend to appropriate, 
that they attack. They created the jungle above described, of nine 
miles long by four wide, for their own evil piirposes, and preserTS 
it with so much vigilance, that no man dares to cut a stick, graz» 
a bullock or browse a camel in it without their special sanction-- 
indeed they are so much dreaded, that no man or woman beyond 
their own family or followers dares enter the jungle. 

Omed Sing, fifteen years ago, invited to his house the four pn>< 
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prietors of the village of Owree, Gholam Kadir, Allee Buksh, Dur- 
Tesh Allee, and Moiz-od Deen, residents of Dewa, and put them to 
death because they could not, bj torture, be made to transfer 
their lands to him. He then seized their Tillage, and built the 
fort of Eumgura Paharpore upon it Omed Sing, Jowahir Sing, 
Dhokul Sing, and Soophul Sing all reside in this fort with the 
«ou of Dulloo Sing. This familj of pansees, or, as they call 
themselres, Balnits, form at present one of the most formidable 
gangs of robbers in Oude; and one of the most difi^cult to put 
down fifom their union and inveterate habit of plunder. They 
taxi always, at short notice and little cost, collect bands of hun- 
dreds of the same tribe and habit, to join them in plunder and 
fesistance to lawfd authority. On the 25th of February, 1838, 
Bajah Dursun Sing, then in charge of the distnct, wrote to the 
]>urbar to say, 'Hhat Qunga Buksh of Dewa was the worst 
^ robber in the district, would pay no revenue, and instigated 
** others to withhold theirs-^that numerous complaints had been 
^ made against him to the Durbar by the people, and that he 
** had been urged by government to do Ms best to punish him — 
^ that he had long tried all he could to do so bat had not 
** sufficient troops — ^that his evQ deeds increased, however, so 
^* much, that he at last determined to run all risks, and on the 
** 27th of that month, on Friday, he left Amaneegunge and 
^' marched forty-eight miles without resting; and on Saturday, 
^' before day break, reached the fort of Kasimgunge, and invest- 
^ ed it on all sides — that he found the fort large and strong, 
** and surrounded with dense jungle — ^that he had only three guns 
^ with him, but, as the enemy were taken by surprise, he took 
^ all their outworks one after another — ^that the besieged got a 
^ crowd of their adherents to attack his force in the rear on 
** Saturday night, that they might get off in the conftision, but 

*' his troops were ready to intercept them at all points; and; 
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'' in attempting to cut his waj througli, Ounga Buksfa was seu- 
*^ ed with all his followers, but the women and children wen 
permitted to go their gaj — that a good many of the eneaj 
had been killed, and he, Dursun Sing, had had one golundai 
<< and five sipahees killed, and ten persons wounded." 

The king sent Dursun Sing a dress of honor with the tiik 
of I^jah on the Srd of March, 183S, and ordered him to haw 
the fort levelled with the ground. Dursun Sing, in reply, statei, 
that he had men employed in pulling down the fort ; and in r^ 
to an order to send in a list of the property taken from tiv 
besieged, he states, on the 12th March, 1838, that none whaterer 
had been secured. Gunga Buksh soon bribed hia way out 
of prison at Lucknow, returned to Kasimgunge, rebuilt his £oft| 
and made it stronger than ever; and continued to plunder the 
country, and increase his landed possessions by the murder of 
the old proprietors. He became enlisted into the tribe of B^* 
poots, and his sister was married to the Fowar Bajah of SUmk, 
seven coss north from Lucknow. Jode Sing, the present S^ 
of that place, is her son ; and he is associated with Ounga Boksk 
in his depredations. Sahuj Bam, of Fokhura, of the Ametheet 
tribe of Rajpoots, in the Hydergurh purgunna, on the right buk 
of the Gomtee river, married a daughter of Gunga BuksVt) 
and has a strong fort called Baunee, thirty miles east frm 
Lucknow. He is said to have been present at the murder of 
the twenty-nine persons at Dewa, in October last, and to hvro 
had with him four himdred armed men, and two guns. He vA 
all his followers are notorious and inveterate robbers, like Gongi 
Buksh himself. The descendants of Khumma, the village watdi- 
man, have already built ten forts upon the lands which they 
have seized, and there are no less than seventy of these forts, 
or strongholds, within a circuit of ninety miles round Bhetae and 
Khasimgunge, the centre being not more than eighteen miiet 
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' "Trom the Lucknow cimtonments.* 

Kajah Bukhtawur Sing declares, that the taking of daughters 
": 'from families of this east by Bajpoots, is one of the punishments 



* The minister having informed the Resident, that without some aid from 

-British troops, it was impossible for him to put down or punish these atrocious 

murderers and robbers, who had so many mud forts well garrisoned by their 

^ .gangs, he, on the 26th of March, 1850, ordered a wing of the 2nd Battalion 

-; -of Oude Local Infantry under Captain Boileau, to join the force, noted in the 

I inai^, in an attack upon Kasimgunge. The different parts of this force had 



5 



1. A wing of fhe 2nd Oude Local Infantry. 

2. Captain Barlow's Regiment, with two 
nine ponuders andj^^one eiglit inch howitzer. 

3. Nawab Alice's auxiliaries, two thousand 
'inen and three small guns. 

4. Sufshikum Khan, the Amil of the district, 
-with one thousand men and five gnns. 

'5. Seoraj-od Deen, the Amil of Ramnuggur, 

with one hundred and fifty men and two 

f^ons. 

6. Ghalib Jung, with one thousand foot 

soldiers, forty camel jiujals, ( tumbooraks ) 



been so disposed as to concen- 
trate upon and invest the fort lit 
day break, on the morning of 
that day. The sui^prise was 
complete. 

Shells were thrown into the 
" fort from Captain Barlow's guns, 
but Captain Boileau did not 
consider the force sufficient to 
take the fort and secure the 
garrison, and wrote to request 
a reinforcement. The distance 
from Kasimgunge to the Can- 



aeven guns and one hundred troopers. 
?tonments was twenty miles. A wing of the 10th Regiment Native Infantry, 
'With two guns, was sent off under Captain Wilson, but the garrison had 
-evacuated the fort and fled on the night of the 26th, and the wing was 
4>rdered to proceed direct to the fort of Bhetae, four miles nearer to the 
Cantonments, which was to be invested by the same force, on the morning 
«f the 28th. 

Captam Wilson had with him Lieutenant Elderton, as adjutant of the wing, 
and Ensigns Trenchard and Wish, with a native officer in charge of the two 
.gnns. They reached Bhetae at seven a. m., were joined by the Bhetae force at 
.«ight a. m., and the two forts of Bhetae and Munmutpore were forthwith in- 
vested. Munmutpore stood about three hundred yards to the west of Bhetae; 

2d2 
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inflicted npon them for the muder of their own. They will noi 
condescend to give daughters in marriage to such persons; and 

they take daughters from them merely to get their money, and 

- - - 

and both fbrto w«re held by Thakur Purshad and Bhugwimt Sing, members of ti» 
<ame family of pansee robbers, and their gangs. Captain M'ilson was the duef 
in command, and he, with his own and Captain Boileau's wing, took op Id 
position on the Aorth side of Bhetae, and placed Captain Barlow on the west 
aide of Mnnmutpore. There was a deep dry ditch all round outside the ovtff 
wall, and a 'thick {isnce of bamboos inside. Between this fence and the citadel 
in both forts was a still deeper ditch. Between the fence of bamboos and 
the inner ditch was a small intricate passage intersected by huts and trencbei^ 

The waH of the citadel was about twenty feet high, and the upper psit 
formed a parapet eight feet high, filled with loop holes for matchlodu. Bet- 
ween Bhetae and Munmutpore, midway, was a large bastion filled vitk 
matchlock men, to keep open the communication, and prevent an enemy fioi 
taking up any position between the two forts. The investing force was distn- 
buted all round, with orders to attack the nearest and weakest points as sooa 
as Captain Wilson should commence his upon the main point> the northen bet. 

On the a^emoon of the 29th, about half past three, a small party of tis 
garrison came out of the gate on the northern face, and appeared disposed ts 
attack Captain Wilson's two nine pounders, and a third gtm, which had ill 
three been advanced on to within a short distance of the gate. During tbii 
time. Captain Barlow was throwing shells into both forts from his position ti 
the west of Munmutpore. The subahdar-major had command of the adraacfd 
party in charge of Captiun Wilson's three guns. He charged and drore back 
into the fort the small party which threatened his guns, and Captain Wilson bss- 
tily assembled all his and Captain Boileau's force, and followed to support tk 
subahdar-major. Finding his officers and men all excited and anxious to p«A 
on into the fort. Captain Wdson, unfortunately, yielded to the impulse, sad 
entered the outer gate with one of his two nine pounders, in the hope rf 
taking the place by a coup de main« 

The garrison all retired into the citadel as he entered, and kept ap • 
distressing fire upon the assailants, as they went along the narrow paasage h^ 
t^oen the bamboo fence and the ditch in search of a way into the €iuod» 
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aasistance •on emergencj in resisting the government, and murder- 
ing and plundering its subjects. 

This part of Oude, comprising the districts ef Dureeabad Eu- 

Sereral rounds were fired from the gun, in the hope of making a breach in the 
'waU, but the balls pendtarated and lodged midway in the wall, without bringing 
4awn any part of it; and musketry was altogether useless against a thick pa- 
mpet with loop holes, so slender on the outside and lo wide within. 
^%e huti, which night have sheltered o&cers and men, were set fire to by 
tMoideDt, and tended to increase the confusion. The entrance to the citadel was 
^orer a narrow mud causeway, which the g^mison had not had time to remove, 
"but it was hidden from the assailants by a projection which they could not 
attain, and the men began to fall fast before the file from the loop holei 
««f the parapet. 

On hearing the firing on Captain Wilson's side, the officers commanding th* 
*broop8 on the other three sides, commenced their attack on the nearest and 
seemingly weakest points, as bofore directed. Captain Barlow lost some men ib 
^an unsuccessful attempt to enter the fort of Munmutpore on the west side; 
%ut the auzilisfy force of Nawab Allee affected an entrance on the east side 
^ that fort, they were, however, arrested by the secoiid ditch within, in the 
"tome manner as Captiun Wilson's force bad been, and a good many men 
^were ihot down, in the same manner, in attempting to get over it. The force 
'under Sufiihikum Khan, on the east side of Bhetae, affected an entrance, but 
'was arrested by the second ditch in the same manner, and lost many men. 

« 

*The enemy in Bhetae had eleven men killed, and nineteen wounded.^ 8 good 
^many of them from the shells thrown in by Captain Barlow. The loss of the 
<enemy in Munmutpore was never ascertained. 

After Captain Wilson had been engaged within the wall about three quarters 
«of an hour, and the ammunition of the gun had become exhausted. Lieutenant 
^dertoii, who had behaved with great gallantry during the whole scene, and 
^was standing in advance with Captun Boileau, received a shot in the neck, 
«nd fell dead by his side. Having lost so many men and officers in fruitlesa 
•efforts to penetrate into the dtadel, and seeing no prospect of carrying the 
iplace by remaining longer under the fire from the parapet. Captains Wilson 
land Boilcau drew off their parties, but the bullocks which drew the gun had 
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dowlee, Ramnug^r Dhumeree, Dewa Jahangeerabad, Jugdispoor> 
and Hydergur, has more mud forts than any oth^r, though they 
abound in all parts ; and the greater part of them are garrisoned 

been all killed or wounded, and they were obliged to leave it behind with the 
bodies of the killed. The men attempted to draw off the g:un, but so manj 
were shot down from above that it was deemed prudent to abandon it. About 
midnight both garrisons vacated the forts, and retired unmolested, through tha 
jungle, to the eastward, where Ghalib Jung's troops had been posted. There 
is good ground to believe, that he connived at their escape, and purposeley held 
back from the attack as a traitor in connivance with some influential persons 
in the Durbar. 

The 10th Native Infantry had one European officer. Lieutenant Elderton, ten 
sipahees and one calashee killed, five native officers and twenty-two privates 

wounded. 

The 2nd Oude Local Infantry, six sipahees and one calashee killed, and 
seven native officers and thirteen privates wounded. 

The artillery had one native officer and nine privates wounded. 

This reverse arose from the commandant's yielding to ihe impetuosity of his 
officers and sipahees, and attempting to take by a rush a strong fort whose 
defences he had never axamined and knew nothing whatever about, as he had 
never before seen any place of the kind, or had one described to him. He 
and all his men had courage in abundance, but they wanted prudence. 

Gunga Buksh and his son, Runjeet Sing, were afterwards taken, convicted 
before the highest tribunal in Oude, of the murder of the twenty-seven persons 
in Dewa, in October, 1849, and executed on the 18th of September, 1850- 
Thakur Pursha^k and his cousin, Bhngwunt Sing, remained at large, and at 
the head of their gang of robbers continued to plunder the country, and levy 
black mail from landholders, and village communities till the Ist of Fefamary, 
1851, though pressed by a force of one thousand infantry, fifty troopers, and 
some ten guns. On the morning of that day. Captain Hcarsey, oommandiiig 
a detachment of the Oude frontier police, who had been ordered to oo-operata 
with this force in putting down this gang, took advantage of a dense fog, 
fell upon them, and with the loss of one non-commissioned officer killed, and 
three non-commissioned officers and three sipahees wounded, killed one of the 
chief leaders, Bhugwunt Sing, and twenty-two of their followers, woooded 
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in the same way by gangs of robbers. It is worth remarking, 
that the children in the villages hereabout play at fortification 
ag a favorite amusement, each striving to excell the others in the 
ingenoify of his defences. They all seem to feel, that they must 
some day have te take a part an defending such places against 
the king^s troops; and their parents seem to encourage the feel- 
ing. The real mud forts are concealed from sight in beautiful 
clusters of bamboos or other ever-green jungle, so that the pas- 
ser by «aa see nothing of them. Some -of them are exceedingly 
atrong, against troops unprovided with mortars and shells. The 
^rrion is easily shelled out, by a small force, or starved out 
bj a large one; but one should never attempt to breach them 
^th round shot, or take them by an escalade or a rush. 

It is still more worthy of remark, that these great landholders, 
who have recently acquired their possessions hj the plunder and 
murder of their weaker neighbours, and who continue their sys- 
tem of pillage, in order to acquire the means to maintain their 
^ngs, and add to these possessions, are those who are most favor- 
ed at Court, and most conciliated by the local rulers; because 
thqy are more able and more willing than others to pay for the 
favors of the one, and Bet at defiance the authority of the other^ 
They often get their estate transferred from the jurisdiction of 
the local governors to ^at of the person in charge of the Ho- 
zoor Tuhseel at Lucknow. Almost all the estates of this family 
of Bawuts have been so transferred. Local governor cannot help 
4seeing or hearing of the atrocities they commit, and feeling some 
^mptUhy with the sufferers ; or at least some apprehension, that 
ihey may lose revenue by their murder^ and the absorption of their 
estate; but the officer in charge of the Hozoor Tuhse^ sees or 

many more, and took eight prisoners^ among them the son of the leader 
Bhngwunt Sing. The other two leaders, Thakur Purshad and Keerut Sing, 
ircre bathiftg at the time in the river Gromtce, and escaped by swimming across. 
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hears little of what thej do, and cares nothing about the mdter^ 
ers as long as their despoilers pay him liberally. If the local 
governor reports their atrocities to government, this person repie- 
sents . it as arising solely from enmity ; and describes the sufiisiw 
ers as lawless characters, whom it is meritorious to punish. If 
the Court attempts to punish or coerce such characters, he giies 
them information, and does all he can to frustrate the attempt 
If they are. taken and imprisoned he soon gets them released; 
and if their forts and strongholds have been taken and pulled 
down, he sells them the privilege of rebuilding or reptb* 
ring them. It is exceedingly difficult at all times, and oAoi 
altogether impossible, to get one of these robber landholdn 
punished, or effectually put down, so many and so foimidabb 
are the obstacles thrown in the way by the Court favorite, iHio 
has charge of the Hozoor Tuhseel, and their other friends at tin 
capital. Those who suffer from their crimes have seldom uq 
chance of redress. Having lost their all, they are no long^ m 
a condition to pay for it; and without payment nothing can bi 
got from the Court of Lucknow. 

February 23rd, 1850. — ^Badoosura, ten miles, south-east, over » 
plain covered with rich crops and fine foliage — soil miiteear ge»- 
orally, but in some parts doomut — tillage excellent. Passed ot» 
some more sites of Bhur towns. The Oude territory aboimdi 
with these sites, but nothing seems to be known of the histoij' 
of the people to whom they belonged. They seem to have been 
systematically extirpated by the Mahommedan conquerors in the 
early part of the fourteenth century. All their towns seem to 
have been built of burnt brick, while none of the towns of 
the present day are so. There are numerous wells still in use 
which were formed by them of the finest burnt brick and cement; 
and the people tell mc, that others of the same kind are fie- 
qucutly dLscoyered in ploughing over fields. I have heard of no 
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STiBS, coins or utensils peculiar to them hnving been discovered, 
though copper sunuds, or deeds of grant from the Eajahs of 
Konoje, to other people in Oude, six hundred years ago, have 
been found. The Bhurs must have formed town and village 
ecKxuBunities in this country at a very remote period, and have 
been a civilized people, though they have not left a name, 
date, or legend insciibed apon any monument. Brick ruins of 
fortSy houses and wells, are the only relicts to be found of these 
people. Some few of the caste are still found in the humblest 
grade of society as cultivators, police officers, &c, in Oude and 
other districts north of the Ganges. Up to the end of the 

thirteenth century, their sovereignty certaialy extended over what 
are now called the Byswara and Banoda districts:; aad Sultan- 
pore, under some other name, appears to have been their capital. 
It was taken and destroyed early in the fourteenth century by 
Allah-od Been, Sultan of Delhi, or by one of his generals, and 
■uimed Sultanpore. Chandour was another great town of these 
Shurs. I am not aware ef any temples having been found to 
udicate their creed.* 

The landholders, who have become leaders of gang robbers, are 
Vdore numerous here than in any other part of Oude that I have 
•Been, save Bangur, but they are not here as there, so strongly 
federated. The Amil is so weak, that, in despair, he connives 
at their atrocities and usurpations as the only means of collect- 
ing the government revenue, and filling his own pockets. The 
pausee bowmen are here much more formidable than they are 
even in Bangur. There they thieve, and join the gangs of the 
refractory londholders ; but here they have powerful leaders of 
their own tribe, and form formidable independent gangs. They 
sometimes attack and plunder villages, and spare neither age nor 



* The Bhur Goojun must, I conclude, have been of the same race. 

2£ 
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«ex. They have^ some small strongholds in which they asaemUa 
froa different villages over pitchers of spirits, made from the 
fruit «f the mhewa tree, and purchased for thorn by their lead- 
lers; and, kaiing determined upon what Tillages to attack, pn> 
«eed at once to work before they get sober. Every town and 
wiUage, through which we pass, has suffered more or less from 
4heir atrocities:; and the people are in a cosi-<in4ial ^etote of dread. 
In 1S42, the imnsses, who resided in the Irillage of Chindwara, 
in the Dewa SMdcA, ran off to a«^id being held responsible for 
the robbery of a merchant, in the neighbourhood. Tbey were 
ipadified and brought back; bat the landholder was aorely pressed 
by the gorerament collector to "pay ap his balance of reTeaue, 
«ad he, in torn, pressed the pansees to pay up the balance! 
duo by them for rents, l^ey ran off again, hut their 
&m3ie8 were retained by the landholder. The pauseea gathered 
together all of their clan that they could muster from the su^ 
rounding villages, attacked the landholder's house, killed his mth 
ther, mfe, fimr of his nephews, the wife of one of hia nephews, 
two of the king's sipahees who attempted to defend them, and 
several of the landholder, Yakoob Husan\ servants, and plunde> 
ed him of every thing he had. The landlord himself happened 
to be absent on business, and was the only one of the famOr 
who escaped. In all, twenty«-nine persons were murdered by the 
pansees on that occasion. They were all permitted to come ha/k 
and settle in the village, as if nothing had happened; t^e vilkce 
was made over to another, and Takoob Husun has ever sinot 
been snpplicating in vain for redress at the king'^s gatow 

About three miles firom Badoosura, we passed from the Btm* 
Uttggur district into that of Duroeabad Eodowlee; but the abov* 
description is applicable to both, though in a somewhat less d^ 
gree to Eamnuggur than to Dureeabad. It is equally apphcible 
to the Dewa district, which we left on our right yesterday, nud- 
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way between our xoad aad Lucknow. There Ghinga Buksh Chow- 
dheree and his relatives have large gangs engaged in plundering 
towns, and seizing upon tke lands of their weaker and more scrupu- 
lous neighbours. In the Dureeabad district, the leaders of gangs 
are chiefljr ef the Behraleea tribe of Eajpoots, so called 
after the district of Behralee, in which thej reside. 

I, this morning, asked Nowsing, a landholder of the Bykwar 
Bajpoot elan, who came to me, in sorrow, -to demand redress 
&r grievous wrengs, whether he did not think, that all the evils 
they suffered, arose irom murdering their female in^ts? ^^Na, 
** Sir, I do not — But the greater part of the Bajpoot families 
** jdo still murder them, do they not P Yes, Sir, they still des- 
*^ troy them; and we believe, that the father iwho preserves a 
'< ^daughter will never live to see ker suitably married, or, that 
*' the family into which she does marry, wiU perish or be ruined." 
!Do you recollect any instances of this ? *' Yes, Sir, my uncle, 
'' Bureeao, preserved a daughter, but died before he could see 
''•her married; and my father was obliged to go to the *eost of 
** getting her married into a Choukan &mily, at Mynpooree, in 
-^ -^the British territory. My grandfather, Kathoo, and his brother, 
nEughonath, preserved each a daughter, and married them into 
*he same Chouhan families of Mynpooree. These families all 
ieeame ruined, and their lands were sold by auction; and the 
^ *three women returned upon us, one having two sons and a 
""•daughter; and another two sons — we maintained them for some 
-" years with difficulty; but ttiia year, seeing the disorder that 
-** prevailed around us, they all went back to the fomilies of 
^* their husbands. — ^It is the general beli^ among us, Sir, that 
'''•those who preserve their daughters never prosper; and, that 
" the families into which we marry them are equally unfortunate.** 
Then you think that it is a duty imposed upon you from above 

im destroy your infant daughters; and that the neglect and dis- 

2£2 






22€ SnXKT OF a toitb thbough ovuk. 

lEegard of that datj bringg akfinrtuneB upon jou? We think ft 
^nust be so, Sir, witk regard to oar own famiUiw or dan! 

1 am satisiSed, tkat these notions were honestly expzesaed, hov- 
•erer strange ikej may i^pear to others — ^faahit haa famtalized 
ifthem, or rendered them worse than brutes in Tegard to their 
^female offspring. TFhey dm^e profit, or save OKpenae nnd seme 
iBortifioation by destroying them-; nnd neaffiy befierc <anytUB( 
itiiMi ean tend to excuse the atrochy te themselves or te othen. 
The fiK^ity witk which men and women persuade i^hemaehes rf 
a religions sanction for what they wish to do, kowvrer erasl snd 
iniquitous, is not, unhappily, pecuHar to any class or to any oned. 
These Sojpoots Iluow that the came is detestable not onlj to 
tke tew christians th^ meet, but to all Mahomniedana, and to 
«eFeiy ether class of hindoos among whom they live aad mow. 
iSut the Sajpoots, among whom alone this crime prevailay are tti 
ijnnita^iit ^Jass in Oude; and they can disregard the feelings sri 
•opinions of tke people around them with impunity. The greabr 
part •f the land is held by tkea , and in the greater part of 
the towns and TiHagea their antkonfy is paiamonnt. Industiyif 
confined elmost exclusively to agncultureu They baeve ndtkr 
lAsrt^hants nor manu&cHnirers to form, or aid ia fcrming, a i» 
pectab&o and influential middle dass; and the public dBccri d 
Ube a(Me ^bey look upon as their natural and uKeceneiiadyb 
enemies. When the aristocracy of Europe buried tliev 
:alire in nunneries, the state of society was muck the 
it Sfsw is In Oude. The long kaa pxobanted itfl^ JufWitt^ya 
SiVd antl^ee. The latter, being essentiaily • puUie ezkibitMn, lb 
local authorities kave continued, in great aieasure, to pnt dova; 
but the former was certainly never more comiMMi thaa it is # 
present^ Sk the Sajpoot landholdera wem never hefiore mm- 
i(tronf and niimerous. That suttees were formerly Tecy WDflHH 
im Qude^ is. nu^Ufest &om the niunereus sntbee toabn wn isa ii- 
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the vicinity of every town, and almost every village ; but the 
lUjpoota never felt much interested in them — they were not ne- 
cessary either to their pride or purse.* 

February, 24/A, 1850.— Dureeabad, ten miles, south-east, over a 
plain of good soil — doomut and mutteear — covered with the same 
rich crops and fine foliage. There is at present no other district 
in Oude, abounding so much in gang robbery and other crime, 
as this of Dureeabad Eodoulee, in which the Amil^ Girdhara 
Sing, is notoriously conniving at these crimes from a conseious- 
aess of utter inability to contend with the landholders who com- 
mit them, or employ men to commit them. Yet he has, at his 
disposal, a force taat ought to be sufficient to keep in order a 
district five times as large. He has the Jannissar battalion of 
luyeebs, under Seetla Buksh at present; the Zoolfiikar Sufderee 
battalion of nujeebs, under Bhow-od Dowlah, who never leaves 
Court; and the Judeed, or new Segiment, oonsisting of a thou« 
aand men. He has nine guns, and a squadron of horse. Of the 
guns, five are on the ground, utterly useless; four will bear 
firing a few rounds. For these £bur he has bullocks, but they 
not yet in eondition. Of the seer and half of com, drawn 
each bullock per diem, only half a seer is given. Of the 
«erp8 more than one-half of the men are at Lucknow, in atten- 
iflanee upon Court favourites; and of the half present not one- 
tiiird are fit for the work of soldiers. 

The A mil rode by my side, and I asked him about the case 
of the marriage procession. "Sir, said he, what you heard from 



* Suttee, in&nticide, suicide, the maimlttg of any one, or making any one 

«B eunuch, were aU prohibited by the king of Onde, on the 16th of May, 

1833, as reported to Government by the Resident on the 6th November, 1834* 

^liese proldbitioBs were reported to the Resident, by the kin{^ on the 14th 

4>f Jane, 1833. 



'** tSeoraj-od \D6en, is all trao. Imain Buksh had a strong foii 
^ in Ms estate ^ Ousejreo, five miles to our right;, where he 
"^ had a formidable gang, that 'Committed numerous daeoiteea aud 
** highway rdKberiea in the conntry around. I was -ordered to at- 
*• tack him ^th aS mj force— ^he got intimation, and assembled 
** his fricna* to the number df ^ve thousand — I liad not halt 
*** the number — wo fought till "he lo* Seventy men, imd I hid 
^ tldrty hiked and fifteen Wounded-*-life ^en fled tb 'the jtui|^ 
** and I levelled his fort with th« ground. Hfe, howcfrer, cond- 
^ "Tiusd to plunder; and at last seized "ttie bridegrooih, and iH 
•* the marriage paity, «lfti tedk them to his bitouac in tho jnih 
*' gles. The family was very respectable, and made application to 
"^ Tne, «nd I was obliged to restore him to his estate, where 
^ 4ie has lived ever since in peace. I attacked hin> in Novem* 
•* her, 1B4/S, and "he tooh off the marriage party in Febmaiy 
*" following.*'' But, ^ said a poor hackery driver, who waa na- 
iling ^ng hy xuy ^ide, and ^Qkd yesterday presented me a peti- 
tloa, ^you ibrgot to geft back my two carts and builoeks whid 
"" he aHalL keeps, and uses for his own purpose, though I hvt 
been impoituning you ever ennce.^ And what did \xe do to jot 
''* when he got you into the jtm^es P He tied tip and floggel 
** aQ whD seemed respectable, and worth something, such ai 
merchanta and shopkeepers ; and poked them with Ted hot na* 
rods till they paid all they could get, and promised to use al 
the influence and wealth of their families, to force tiie Amil 
to restblre him to his estate on his own terms. And, "Were tb6 
^ parfiea married afiber their release? Yes, Sir, we were releaiei 
^ in Apnly after the Amil had been made to consent to bu 
** 46cms; and they were married in May^ but I oould not get 
** liack my two carts." And on what term did 311011. restore tiiii 
^ Imam Bnksh to his estate? I granted him a lease. Sir, aH 
^ the AiaSi^ nt the same rate^ of five thousand rupees a j^a, 
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** wMch he had paid before."* 

Stopping to talk with the peasantry of a village who had coma 
<out to the road side to pay their respects and see the proces- 
sioliy I asked them how, amidst such crimes and disorders, they 
coald preserire their orops so welL "Sir, said they, we find it 
yery difiicult, and expensiye to do so; and shall find it still 
more so when the crops are cut and stacked, or have been thre- 
^ed aad stored — then these gangs of robbers ha^a it all their 
»own way, aud bum and plunder all over the country — we ara 
obliged to spend aU we have in maintaining watchmen for our 
^elds. "But the pausee bowmen have an allowance for this duty, 
** have they not ? Yes, Sir, they liave all an allowance. Every 
** cultivator, when he cuts his crop, leaves a certain portion stand- 
ing for the pausee who has guarded it, and this we call his Bisar. 
Over and above this he has a portion of land from the pro- 
prietor, or holder of the i^illage, which he tills himself or gets 
tilled by others." And they are strong and faithful watchmen, 
are they not ? Tes, Sir, they are ; and though they will thieve 
and joia gangs ef robbers in any enterprise, they will never 
'** betray thtdr trust. They consider it a paint of honour not to 
^* trespass on fields or property under the guardianship of mem- 
"^* bers Df their own ^ilass, with whom they are on good terms; 
•^ or to suffer any persons whatever to trespass on what is under 
•** their own care. The money which we send to the treasuries 
*** is commonly entrusted to pausees ; and their fidelity and cour- 

* This Imam Buksh, in April, 1850, went in disguise to the annual ftar held 
<at Bahraetch, in honour of the old saint. He was recognized by some of 
<^ptain Banbury's soldiers, who attempted to seiee him. He was armed with 
«word, spear and shield, and defended himself as long as he could. Seeing no 
«hance of escape, he plunged both sword and spear into his own beUy, and 
tdied, though Captain Bunbury came up, had his wounds sewn up, and did 
«U he could to save him. 
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** age may l)e relied upon. The gang robbers do little injury to 
'^^ our fields while tbe crops are green, for A&y take animals of 
'^^ hardly any 'kind with them ist their enterprises-; and, having to 
^^ move to and from their points of attack as quickly as poss>> 
•** ble, they could carry little of our crops with them — they are, 
^' too, afraid of the arrows of the paosee bowmen at night, if 
tliey venture to trespass upon our fields," — And, are these pau- 
aee bowmen ^id at the rate you tneation all over ibe oomh 
"*' try? No, Sir, they are, ia some fnrts, paid in what ia called 
"" the ^eega arha^ya, or two seers <and half of grain from eveiy 
'*^ beega. From a pucka beega, 4^hey -get pucka two and half 
**' seers ; and from a kutcha beega, a 4utcha two and half seelv.* 
^' Your crops, my friends, are fiaer than I have ever before seen 
■** them in Oude, Yes, Sir, <they are very fine, but how we 
"^ shall gather them God only knows, with such gangs of despe- 
*' rate robbers all around ois. — The alarm is sounded every night, 
"** nnd we have no rest — the government authorities are too weak 
"** to protect us, or too indifferent ^ our sfierings; and we can- 
*** not afford to prwride the means to protect ourselves." 

As we went en, I asked the Amil what had become of Ah- 
1:>urun Sing, of Kyampore, the landholder who murdered bis father 
*o get possession of his estate, as mentioned in the early part 
of this diary. "Ahburun Sing, Sir, is still in possession of hii 
"*' estate of Kyampore, and manages it exceedingly well. I 
'*^ thought he had taken 4;o the jungles with hia gang, like the 

"** rest of his class, after such a crime, in order to reduce vou 

• 

to terms? It was, his father. Sir, Aman Sing, tbat was do- 
ing this — he was the terror of the country — neitber load nor 
** village was safe from him — he murdered many people, and 
4* plundered and burnt down many villages; and all my efforts 

* The kutcha measure bears the same rebition to the pucka in wdghty ai 
in land measurement. 
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** to put him down were vain. At last I came to an under- 
" standing with his eldest son, who remained at home in ths 
management of the estate, and was on bad terms with his fa- 
ther. He had cenMential persons always About his father for 
his own safety ; and when he was one night off his guard, he 
''^ went at the head of a small band of resolute men, and seized 
him. He kept him in prison for six months, and told me, that 
while 80 much plunder was going on around, he did not feel 
secure of keeping his father a single night — ^that many of his 
^' old followers wanted him back as their leader, and would cer- 
tainly rescue him if he was not disposed of — that he could not 
put him to death, lest he should be detested by his clan as a 
parricide; but, if I would make a feigned attack on the fort, 
he would kill him, and make it appear that he had lost his 
^' life in the defence of it. I moved with all the force I had 
against the fort, discharged many guns against the walls, made 
a feint attempt at escalade; and, in the midst of the confu- 
sion Aman 8mg was killed. As soon as this was done, I re- 
turned with my force, the son remained in possession of the 
estate, and all the surrounding country was delighted to hear, 
** that BO atrocious a character had been get rid of." 

This was all true, and the Amil did not seem to think, that 
ax^ one who listened to him could suppose that he had done 
iiny thing dishonourable in all this — he seemed to think, that 
all must feel as he did, seeing his utter inability to cope 
*witb these baronial robbers in any other way, and the evils they 
every day inflicted upon the people. This Aman Sing was the 
most formidable of these robbers in this district, and the high- 
xoad from Lucknow to Fyzabad was, for some time, closed by 
liis gang. Of those whom he robbed, he used to murder all 
who Jippearcd likely to be able to get a hearing at Court, or 

at the Eesidcncy. 
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The Behraleea Bajpoots, of the Soorujpope Behreyla purgunna, 
sre now the most formidable and inyeterate robbers and plun- 
derers in the district. The Eajah of this estate, Singjoo, was, 
for some years, the most formidable robber in Oude, He had taken 
« dislike to the fiunily of a sipahea of the G-oyemor-Gkneral's 
body gaard; and, in aa evil hour, he buried this sipahee's fk- 
ther, and some members of his family, aHye. Strong remonsiran- 
oes were made through the Resident, and Man Sing, the son 
of Durson Siitg, who has been already mentioned in this diaij, 
had orders to seize him. In March, 1845, he made a march d 
forty miles at the head of five hundred active and brave men; 
and, on the night of the 20th of that month, reached the gate 
of the fort of Soorojpore, broke it open, entered, killed and 
wounded fifty of the Eajali*s men, and lost five of his own. 
The 'Bajali escaped and took shelter in the fort of Gt}ara. Af- 
ter taking possession of the fort, eight guns and some elephants, 
and releasing two hundred unhappy prisoners, Man Sing followed 
the Bi^ah to Gh)nray where he was joined by Captain Mpgff«i 
T.nd his corps. The gate of this fort was giving way before 
I'Can Sing's pickaxemen, when Singjoo surrendered. He was ta- 
ken to Lucknow, and there died in jail. The village, in which 
his fiftther had been buried alive, Hukkamee, was given to the 
Btpahde, 'and is still held by the family;* but they lure -a good 



"^ In the interral, during which Siagjoo held this villAge, he had «dded tt 
its boundaries a good deal of land belonging to himself and others, under the 
inqiresnoa that he was secore in the hereditary possession. The 8ipahee*8 fr- 
m&y's^ed upon aU these lands, while they paid gOTemment only the oU 
nte 4^ rerentte. The -widow of Singjoo has been erer since trying to itcam 
ttmn, m the wittal way, by night attacks, and a good many lives hare bm 
lost cm both odesj bnt most on tho tide of the «ipahee^s &aiily. Decoabcr 
4th, 1851. 






DIARY OF A TOUR THROrCH OUDK. 236 

«deal worried in the possession bj the widow of the old I^ajah, 
who 4s1all lives at Soorujpore, and would be as formidable as her 
late husband was, if she could. 

Seodeen, another leader of the saniA tribe, had been siezed in 
the aame manner bj Man Sing's father, Dursun Sing, in Oc- 
tober, 1830; and aoon after three of his nephews were seized, 
and all four died in jail at Lucknow; but Chunda and Indul, 
the brothers of these three meu^ are still among the most for- 
xnidable robbers of the district. Hardly a night passes without 
their plundering some village or other, though Chunda continues to 
hold his estate, which yields 2,250 rupees a year under the security of 
Seetla Buksh, the commandant of tho Jannissavee battalion, for 
the payment of four hundred and fifty rupees a year. The other 
vobbers of the Dureeabad Eodowlee district most formidable are« 

1. Imambuksh, above described, as having seized the marriage 
party. In October last he attacked the town of Syud Mahomed- 
pore, killed three of the Syud proprietors, and plundered it of all 
he could find. In the interval, between his being driven out of 
bis stronghold and restored, he attacked and plundered no less 
than twelve villages, in the same purgunna of Bussooree Mowae. 
In one of them, Myimow, belonging to Ameer Chowdheree, ha 
killed no less than twelve of the inhabitants. He still keeps up 
his gang, and plunders though restored to his estate on his 
own terms.* 

2. Junuck Sing, Behndeea, and his brother, Jeskurun, only 
twenty days ago, attacked, plundered and burnt down the town 
^f Meeangunge, through which we passed this morning, and car- 
ried off all the inhabitants from whom he thought they could 
extort any ransom. Only two days ago, they attacked and plun- 
dered the village of Bhojpore, belonging to Soorujbulee Canoongo, 

-* The death of this robber. Imam Buksh, has been already deiciibed in a note. 

2f2 
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one of tlie most respectable men in the district; and cut off 
the hands of six persons, one of whom died firom loss of blood. 
7he next day, thej attacked and plundered Gbrawa, a village be- 
longing to the same person, and burnt it down. Two of the 
inhabitants were severely wounded, and many bullocks perished in 
the flames. Within the last year they have taken off more than 
two thousand head of cattle fix)m the purgunna of Soorujpore 
Behreyla, in which these villages are situated. Their chief asso- 
ciates in the Crimes they commit every day, are Ghunda and In- 
dul, their clansmen above named. 

3. Daood Khan, zumeendar of Sundona, in Mowae Bussooree. 
lie has murdered several of his cosharers in the estate, and 
taken their lands — ^frightened out others, and taken theirs, and 
tt the head of his band of ruffians he robs on the highway, and 
plunders villages. 

4. Benee Sing Elana, Bajpoot of Deeh, in the Mohlara pur- 
gunna. He is blind of one eye, and has a small but formidable 
g:ing.* 

* In NoTember, 1850« the natiye collector of Mohlan, sent a detachmeat of 
one hundred men, accompanied by Seonath Sing, a cosharer of Benee ^mg, in 
the village of Deeh, and Oree Sing, a sipahee, in Captain Orr^a frontier po- 
lice, to'attaeV his email gang in their stronghold at Atgowa, in the Rodowlee 
purgunna. They reached the place at the dawn of day, and forthwith com- 
menced the attack. Benee Sing and his men made a stout defence. Rajah 
Man Sing came up, and great numbers of the armed peasantry joined in the 
attack. They took the pkce about nine o'clock ; but Benee Sing, with four- 
teen of his stoutest men, defended his house as a dtadd HU morning, when 
the house was set fire to by the assailants. One of the fourteen was burnt 
and disabled, when Benee Sing, and the remaining thirteen rushed out, sword 
in hand, to iieU' their lives as dearly as possible. Benee Sing and twdve of 
the tiiirteen were killed; and the tiiirteenth at last threw down his arms, and 
caUed for quarter. He got it» and was saved. Six of his men had belbre 
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Z. Jeskurun Behraleea, zumeendar of Kiteja, in Soorujpore. 

6. Itughbur Behraleea, of Eliteja, an associate af Imam Biiksh 
and Chunda. Four montlu ago, his gang seized two carfca laden 
with yaloable property belonging to Seodeen subahdar, of the 
Hon'ble Company's serrioe. Tkrongk the interposition of the 
Besident tkey were restored fifteen days ago. 

7. Jugumath Chupratseey a bhala soltan Eajpoot. This is one 
of the most formidable of the leaders of bandkti, in this and the 
adjoining district of Jngdeespore. He and his elder brother, Surub- 
dowun Sing, were chnprassees on the establishment of Captain Paton, 
when he was the First Assistant at Lucknow, and had charge 
of the Post Office, in addition to his ether duties. A post office 
nmner was one night robbed on the road, and Jngumath was 
■eat out to inqnlre into the circnmstaaees. The Ami! of the dis- 
trict gave him a large bribe te misrepresent the case to his 
■aster; and as he refused to share tftiis bribe wiUi his fellow 
■eiTants, they made known his manifbid transgressions to Captain 
Eiton, who forthwith dismissed him. Surubdowun Sing was soon 
after disnussed for some ot^er offence, and they both retired to 
Aeir estate of Oskainew, in the Jngdeespore district. 

This estate comprised fifteen yHlages. They obtained the leases 
«f these Tillages by degrees through the inflnence which their 
position at the Sesidency gave them. Am soon as they got tho 
lease of a village, they proceeded to turn out all the dd pro- 
prietors and cnlti?ators, in order the better to secure possession 
in perpetuity; and those among them of the military class 
firaght, ^ to the death, " to retain or recover possession of their 
L To defend what they had iniquitously acquired, Jugumath 



Wen IdUed in defending the place. Han Sing had three men wounded and 
one killed; three more of the assailants were killed, and seren wounded. The 
Ibead of the " one eyed robber " was aent in to the king, and was reoeired 
with much joy. 
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niLiA.-< .n ^iie ly.ur.crj, aoti Lixtted chtioi in. die aerezal nSsgo, 
jir> M v> Se shij£ &> cnajL*aicnSft lol support each, ocher tf i 
iir,>'j^,rrjiii fupaL Tbe oiiAed pinpnetoa atcieketi only tho« ik 
pr^u.T^ &> reside in. or eolsiTace the landa of wimrh ther U 
he«n robbed ; bat Jikz^immsk sad hu brothers were leai aasft 
L'.'^jt; and u thej eoold Afsrd to paj neb. bandd ia do ocfar 
w^jf tbej gsTe them free Ikeaoe k> plmider all the lAp; 
Ar'xin.i, and ill tnTeliera on the kigk w«j. Their pootiaiaij 
InfiijJiince 1 the Besidencr enabled them to deter the kol m\ 
th^/ritUM from exposing their iniquities ; and thej went on till dj 
the rilUges became waste, and conTerted into dens of lobba 

Thej were, in all, six brothers, and they found tiieir arj 
trade m> profitable and exciting, that thej all became kidntf 
banditti, bj profesaion, long before the diamiftajil of the two l» 
thers from the Besidencj, though no one, I beliere, Tentaniii 
I>n;fer charges against them to the Besident or the Dorbir. Soa 
after their dismisdal, however, Jogumath one night attacked fli 
murdered his eldest brother, Sorubdowun Sing, in order to m 
the whole estate to himself, and put hia widow and dn^ 
into priHon. His other four brothers became alarmed, tepii^ 
from him, and set up each his separate gang. But JognniA 
coQtrivcd soon after, ia a dark night, to shoot the third bfote 
Himmut, dead with one ball through the chest. Pormode Si^ 
the youngest brother, was soon after shot dead by some Tillip» 
whose cattle he was driving off in a night attack. Bhngvtf 
81 ng, the fourth, and Bjjonath, still surviye, and hare gangi 'I 
tlioir own, afraid to trust themselves with Jugumath, who W 
built two forts, Oskamow, and Puttehpore, in the Jugdeespo* 
district, and a third in two small villages, which he has h^ 
■oizod upon and made waste, in the Bodowlee district^ in or'' 
that he may have a stronghold to flj to wben pressed bv<^ 
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^* 

', igovemors of othor diistricft^. 

Thej pay no rent or revenue 'to g&vewmieiit, for «ny of the 

■ irillages they hold. The king's offioere afle adbdd to demand 

^any from them. They hm& plimdewl * •great tnaiiy "Villages, and 

' JMre every month phinderr&g 'c4lh«li. ^^ef \mi^ Uttirflered «i great 

many persons of Inrt* flexes imd rfl ages, 'iwd *l»cfrt»fed mow intd 

' flaying ransoms in proportion to thea* >fiupposre& meattB. Jiigiu^ 
i. 

liath is still the terror of the isrorroufiding ^mfbrf, nd a re» 

- Ward of five hundred rupees hw been oflfered *ftnr %& apprehension.* 
IB. Moorut ^ng, of l^teya^ f?!ii^ htw «levwi waall viBageA 
Spending upon it, all occupied "by Bugpeot irobbers. Nowgo^jni, 
in MoWara, in Ebdowlee, cm the left barik fX. iftie ^tetttee «Yer, 
twenty miles beflow Lnekno^, Tias, ii Dhe fflttje ilMffliter, In^elre 
^villages depending upon it, ^ali oeenpieA ^ Sfijpoc^, ^o «ob, <^ 
^belter robbers, ^en p\arBued ftom 1^ otdt 0& tito «oppo(rite 
l»nk is l^e village of K%olee, ki like ^ijiOt^oA pitrgunib, h^ 
hj Surfraz Ohowdheree, >«nd oo^npied Vf BrahmflBtt and Mnaol- 
toiittns, who shatter i^dUbeni in the samio wAy. WSi^n ^ey aro 
pressed ia Ifowgowa they take skoiter an Eiholee, aluL when pre»- 
oied in Eholee, they take skeher ib Ko^ligowa. Ml the rc/bbers 
4ibove named find shelter in these viUi^eg vlieli pusued, «zid 
ahare their plundelr With the iahgbilanis. 

9. Bhooree Khan. The great grandfather of Bhooree Khan, 
Sostam Khan, was the leader of « ^iige gang of musulman free« 
'hooters. The estate of Beogon, containing thirty-seven villages, be- 
longed to a family of Bys Bajpoots. Sostam Khati and hia gang 
seized upon them all, and turned out the Bajpoot proprietors^ 
isad by force made three of them musulmans, Kanhur, Bhooree, 



* See note to Chapter XII., on the capture of Maheput Sing. A rewaxd 

of 'one thousand ntpeee lias smee been offered for Jugumath's arrest. See in 

Chapter X. an account of his desertion of hw master. Captain Paton. He is 
4itill at large and plundering. December 4th, 1851. 
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Grv^ee; and all tbeir descendants are of the same creed. 

Imam Buksb, the father of Bhoree Khan, built a fort in Detv 
gon, which the fa/nuhj still held. In 1829, Sajah Dursun 1^ 
took the mortgage of the estate for twenty-eight thousand om 
iiundred and ten rupees, to enable Imam Buksh to liquidate i 
balance of revenue due to gOYemment. When tlie time of psr* 
ment came, in 1832, Imam Buksh could paj nothing ; and k 
transferred the estate to Dursim Sing, on a deed of sale or 
bynama. He continued to manage the estate for Dursun Sof 
in farm ; but, falling in balance, he was put into confinemaft 
where he remained till he died, three years after, in the jor 
1842. Bhooree Khan was then a boj, but he continued to i»> 
ceive the usual perquisites firom the estate while Dursun Ssg 
held it. In the year 1846, the governor of the district, Wipl 
Allee E[han, took the estate firom Dursun Sing's famfly, ml 
made it over to Bhooree Khan for a present of five thonBni 
rupees. He ceased to pay the goyemment demand, collected i 
gang, and became a leader of bandittL He plundered all tk 
people around, and all trayellers on the road, seized and eonffah 
ed all who seemed likely to be able to pay ransom, and toitiB- 
<>d and maimed them till they did pay; and those who cooU 
not or would not pay, he put to cruel deaths. The thirtv-« 
Tillages of his estate became deserted by all save his foUovcn. 
and those whom he could make subservient to his purposes, a 
robbers and murderers. 

Ousan Opudeea resided at the village of Etapore, in the eertff 
of Deogon, and possessed and cultivated lands in that and other 
villages around, for which he paid an annual rent of five hundrei 
and ninety-nine rupees. In 1846, Bhooree Elhan demanded fiwi 
Ousan an increase of one hundred and fifty rupees which k 
paid. The year after 1847, he demanded a further increase of 
the same amount, which he paid. He was then summoned to 
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appeasr before Bhooree Ehan, and was on liis way when told, 

tthat he would be seized with all his family, and tortured. He, 

in consequence, took his family to the village of Fatkhoree. 

JBhoiee Khan followed with a ^ang of several hundred men, and 

itwo guns, attacked, plundered, and burnt down hia house, and 

^teen bullocks and buffaloes perished in the flame8« One hun- 

•dred and fifty head of cattle belonging to the village were taken 

cff by the gang. Dwarka, one of Ousan's sons^ vras killed ia 

defending the house; and the other two, Davey, aged sixteen, and 

43eochurun, aged seventeen, were seized, bound, and taken off to 

i;he jungle, with Bamdeen, Oufian's nephew, and many others of 

4he respectable inhabitants of the village. After exacting a ran« 

«om from aU the rest, he let them go ; but retained the two 

«ons of Ousan, and demanded twelve hundred rupees for their 

ransom. Ousan had lost all his property in the attack, and 

•could raise no more than seven hundred rupees among his rela- 

4iive3 and Mends. This would not satisfy Bhooree Khan, who, 

after torturing and starving the boys for twelve months, and 

i;aking the seven hundred rupees, took them to the jungle of 

Oaemow, with fetters on their legs, and bamboo collars round 

their necks. He there had them tied to trees, and, after firing 

4it them as targets, for some time, with bows and arrowSi he 

had them €ut to pieces with swords, and then seized apoB 

sH the lands which their father held. 

In 184i8, Bhooree Khan attacked and plundered the house of 

Peer Khan, in Khanseepoor, in Deogon, and bound and carried 

him off with his two brothers. Ameer Khan, and Jehangeer Khan. 

fie had them beaten with sticks, and caused small iron spikes 

to be driven up under their nails, and their eyelids to be sewn up with 

needle and thread, and their beards to be burned till ho extorted from 

them a ransom of eight hundred rupees. 

While they were thus confined and being tortucod; they sftw 

2a 
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four travellera brought in by the gang, and tortured and beaten 
to death, because thej could not paj the ransom demanded 
from them. 

Bhoree Khan, in this month of August, 1848, attacked the 
house of Sirdar Khan, an invalid naek of the 86th Eegiment of 
Bengal Native Infanty ; and, after robbing it, burnt it to the ground, 
and bound and carried off to his fort in Deogon, Sirdar Khan 
himself, and his three sons, Khoda Buksh, Allah Buksli, and 
Allee Buksh, the first fourteen years of age, the second eight, and the 
third seven years. He tortured all three, and demanded a 
ransom of nineteen hundred rupees. This sum was borrowed and 
paid by Jehangeer Kiian, the brother of the naek, and the naek 
was released. Bhooree Khan, would not, however, release either 
of the sons till he got five hundred rupees more; but Sirdar 
Khan was unable to procure this further sum, and, in April, 
1849, Bhooree Khan had two of the boys, Khoda Buksh and 
Alia Buksh, tied to trees and shot to death with arrows, for the 
amusement of his gang. They were then hacked with swords, 
nnd their bodies were thrown into a ditch, whence he would not 
permit their friends to remove them for burial. Sirdar Khan be- 
came for a time deranged on hearing of the sufferings of his 
sons, and wandered about the country. Bhooree Khan with Ids 
gang, again attacked the village, and burnt it all down, and 
drove off all the cattle, including all that Sirdar Khan possessed. 
Ho recovered and changed his residence to the village of Deo- 
kalee. Bhooree Khan still retained the third son, Allee Buksh, 
alitfs Pulleen, and he is still in prison.* 

Sirdar Khan's ancestors were the Eajpoot proprietors of tiie 
estate of Deogon, and were forcibly converted to mahonunedanism 



* The Resident effected the release of the third son, AUee Boksh, in Ja- 
nuary, 1851i throngh the idd of Cftptain Orr, of the frontier police. 



DIARY OF A TOUR THROUOH OUDE. 243 

\j Bhooree Khan's ancestors, when they seized upon the estate. 
Sirdar Khan cultivated eighteen beegahs of land in the village of 
Salteemow, in Deogon, for which he had long paid thirty^six ru- 
pees a year rent. Bhooree SLhan demanded sixty-five a year be- 
fore the attack, and this sum Sirdar Khan paid, but it had no 
effect in softemng the robber leader. 

In the year 1847, soon after he took possession of the estate, 
Bhooroe SLhan sent a gang under the command of his cousin^ 
Mungul Khan, to attack the house of DuUa, the most opulent 
and respectable merchant of the district, who resided in the 
town of Mukdoompore. Bulla had two sons, Kychint and Pursun 
Sing. After plundering the house, the gang s^ed Dulla, his son, 
Nychint, Cblbay, the son of Pursun Sing, and Ajoodheea, the 
son of Nychint. Pursun Siog, the other son of ihe old merchant, 
had gone off to the governor of the district, Sajah Incha Sing, 
to adjust his annual accounts. The females of the family got 
out through the back door of the female apartments, and escap- 
ed to the village of Etwara, in the Jugdeespore district, where 
ihey had a residence. All the valuables had been buried in a 
pit in the house, some ten feet deep, and the females had no 
time to take them up. 

The old man, his son Nyehiat, and his two sons were seat 

off to Bhooree Khan, who, on learning that the valuables had not 

been found, came with fifty more armed men, accompanied by 

Baboo Mudar Buksh, the Taullukdar of Silha in Jugdispore, his 

own agent, Muheput, and a Brahman prisoner, named Cheyn, who 

knew Dulla, and the wealth he possessed. He brought with him 

the merchant's son, Nychint, and oommanded him to point out 

the place in which the valuables lay concealed. He would not 

do so, and Bhooree Elhan then drove four tent pins into the 

ground, in the court-yard, placed Nychint on his fiu», and tied 

hifl hands and feet to these pegs. He then had him burnt into 

2g2 
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the bones with red hot ramrods, but the joung man still per- 
Bisted in his refusal. He had then oil boiled, in a large brass 
pot, which they found in the house, and poured it over him till 
all the skin of his body came off. He became insensible for a 
time, and when he recovered his senses, he pointed out the spot. 
Gold and silver ornaments and clothes of great value, and brass 
utensils belonging to the family, or held as pledges for money 
due to the old man, were taken up, with one hundred and fiftj 
matchlocks and the same number of swords. They found abo 
many pits containing several thousand maunds of grain. The 
valuables, and as much of the grain as he could find carnage 
for, Bhooree Khan and his gang carried off, and the rest of the 
grain he gave to any one who would take it. The value of the 
whole plunder was estimated at one hundred and fifty thousand 
rupees. 

Nychint was unbound, but died that night; and the body wai 
made over to the Brahman, Gheyn, who had now become a Mu- 
Bulman. He took it to the jungle where he had it burnt widi 
the usual ceremonies. Bhooree Khan still detained Ajodheea, the 
son of Nychint, and Golbay, the son of Fursun Sing, and de- 
manded a further ransom for them, but he released DuUa, who 
came home, and died of grief and of the tortures inflicted upon 
him, in less than a month after. Cheyn, Dabey Sookul, and 
Forsut, all Brahmans of Mukdoompoor, were witnesses to the UX' 
tures inflicted upon Nychint, and to the plunder of the house. 
He kept Bulla's grandsons for a year more, with occasional to^ 
tures, but the surviving son, Pursun Sing, had nothing xnoie 
to give, and no one would give or lend him any thing, Ck>lbav, 
his son, at last contrived to get a litter conveyed to him, stat- 
ing, that he was now less carefully giiarded than he had been— 
that he and his cousin, Ajodheea, were sent to take their metis 
vnth a bearer, who lived in a hamlet, on the border of the jmig^ 
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where thej were guarded by onlj four pausee bowmen, and if 
hia father could come with fifty armed men, and surprise them 
^t a certain hour, he might rescue them. He assembled fifty 
men from surrounding villages, and at the appointed time, before 
day break, he surprised the guard, and rescued his son and 
nephew. 

G-unga Purshad, son of Chob Sing canoongo of Silha, in Deo- 
gon, left the place when Bhooree Khan took to plundering, and 
went off in 1847 with his family to reside at Budulgur, a village 
held by Allee Buksh, a mile distant. A month after he had 
settled in that place, Bhooree Khan came with his gang, sur- 
rounded his house at night, plundered it and seized and took 
oS his brother, Bhowanee Purshad, two younger brothers, and his, 
G-nnga Purshad's daughter and son, with Qowree Lall and Ghi- 
nesh Purshad, his relations, who had come on a visit to congra- 
tulate him on the prudence of his change of residence. Gunga 
Purshad was absent at the time on business. All the prisoners 
were taken to the jungles and tortured with red hot iron ram- 
rods, and put into heavy fetters. He demanded a ransom of 
sine hundred and fifty rupees for all. Gunga Purshaud sold all 
he had except some cows and bullocks, and collected four hun- 
dred rupees, and his relations clubbed together and raised one 
hundred more. The five hundred were sent to Bhooree Khan, 
and he took them and released all but Bhowanee Purshad. Hia 
two younger brothers collected the cows and bullocks, and went 
with them to Mukdoompoor in the hope of being allowed to 
till their lands; but Bhooree Khan and his gang came, seized 
and sold all the cows and bullocks they had saved, plundered 
them of every thing, and took their lands from them. They all 
fled once more, and went to reside at Putgowa. At Mukdoom- 
poor, Bhooree Khan had Bhowanee Purshad flogged so severely 
that he fell down insensible, and he then had red hot iron spikea 
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thrust into his eyes, and a few days after he died in confine- 
ment of his Bufferings. The value of the property taken from 
the family, besides the five hundred rupees* ransom, was one 
thousand rupees. He, about the same time, seized and carried off 
from Mukdoompoor Gunga Sookul, a Brahman, tortured him to 
death, and threw his body into the river. 

About the same time, August, 1847, he seized and carried off 
Cheyn, a Brahman of Mukdoompore, son of Bhowanee BuksL 
He had come to him to pay the year's rent for the lands he 
held in that village. Afber paying his own rents, and those of 
others, who were a&aid to put themselves into Bhooree Khan's 
power, and had sent by Gheyn all that was due, he demanded 
from him a ransom of four hundred rupees. He could give no 
more, and was put under a guard, and tortured in the usual 
way. As he persisted in declaring his inability to pay more, s 
necklace of cow's bones was put round his neck, and one rf 
the bones was thrust into his mouth, and the blood of a cow was 
thrown over him, from which he became for ever an outcasi 
from his religion. He expected to be put to death, but a friend 
conveyed to him the sum of ten rupees, which he gave to the 
robbers employed to torture him, and they spared his life. His 
son had taken shelter in the village of Fallee, whence he sent 
a pausee bowmen, named Bhowaneedeen, to inquire after Jum^ 
and offered him ninety rupees if he would rescue his father. 
The pausee pledged himself to Bhooree Khan to pay the money 
punctually, and Cheyn was released. But Bhooree Ehan had cat 
down all the crops upon the lands, and taken them away, and 
cut down also the five mango trees which stood upon his land, 
and had been planted by his ancestors. During his confinement, 
Cheyn saw Bhooree Khan, torture and murder many men, and 
dishonour many respectable women, whom he had seised, in the 
isamo way« 
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In the same month, August, 1847, Bhooree £han seized Sudhae, 
4he son of Tubbur Khan, of Salteemow, in Deogon, and hia, 
Budhae's two sons, Surufraz and Meerun Buksh, and took them 
to the jungle. Sadhae had paid him the eighty rupees rent due 
for the land he tilled, but Ehooree Khan demanded one hun- 
dred rupees more; and when he could not pay he made him 
over to the Jumogdar, to whom he had become pledged for the 
payment of a certain sum. The jumogdar had him beaten till ho 
•aw that nothing could be beaten out of lum, when he let him 
go, to save the cost of keeping him. Bhooree Khan became 
¥ery angry, and with his gang attacked and plundered the house 
of Sudhae's brother, Badul Khan, in Salteemow, with whom Su- 
dhae lived. The two brothers and their families e:q>ected this 
attack, and escaped unhurt, and fled, but they lost all their 
property. 

Bhooree Khan then ordered one of his followers, Mirdae, to take 
Surufraz to a tank, outside the village, and cut off his nose. 
He took out at the same time Bukhtawur, a Brahman, and cut 
off his nose first. Mirdae then ordered a c^mar, of Deogon, 
to cut off the nose of Surufraz, and standing over him with a 
4BWord, told him to cut it off deep, into the bone. Suru&az 
prayed hard for mercy, first to Bhooree E^an, and then to Mir- 
dae, but his prayers were equally disregarded by both. The Chu- 
mar cut off his nose with a rude instrument into the bone, and 
-with it all his upper lip. He was then let go ; but he fell down, 
after going a little distance, from pain and the loss of blood, 
juid was there foimd by his unde, Badul Khan, who had gone in 
4Ei6arch of him. He was taken home, but died the same night. 
1fT^« brother, Meerun Buksh, was soon after released for a ran- 
som of fifty rupees. 

CK)lzar Khan, sipahee of the Dull Begiment ; in the king of Oude's 
service, tilled some lands in the village of Mukdoompore for which 
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ichaso a supply of bhoosa for their cattle, to Mukdoompore, in 
the Deogow estobe, and were there seized by Aman Sing, an 
agent of Bhooree Khan, who pretended that tkey had given 
fihelter to some t>f the cultivators, who had fled from Deogow, 
uad demanded their surrender. They protested that they had 
never seen any such cultivators, and knew nothing whatever about 
them. They were bound and taken off to Deogow to Bhooree 
Khaa, who had them both put iato the stocks. After having 
been in the stocks for five days, they were again taken to Bhooree 
Khan, who ordered them to produce the cultivators, or pay a 
ransom of one hundred and five rupees. They were then taken 
back to prison, and confined for eighteen days more; and hav- 
ing no food supplied them, they were obliged to sell all tite 
clothes they wore to procure a scanty supply. 

To frighten them, Bhooree Khan one day ordered his followers 
to make outcasts, in their presence, of two respectable men 
whom he had in prison, Deena Sing, a Chowhan Bajpoot of 
JTooreeum, and a Brahman of Foorwa, a small hamlet near Deo- 
gow, while he sat on the roof of his house to look on. One 
of his musulman followers forced open Deena Sing's mouth, and 
Bpit into it; and the others tied the bones of a neelgae round 
the neck of the Brahman, by which both of them were depriv- 
ed of their caste. They then told Pransook and Lullut Sing, 
that they would be served in the same manner unless they paid 
the ransom demanded. They became alarmed, and sent to their 
friends to request them earnestly to borrow all they could, and 
send it for their ransom. Their cousin, Sheobuksh Sing Jemadar, 
an invalid pensioner from the 2nd Eegiment of Bengal Native 
Infantry, collected one hundred and eighteen rupees, and sent 
them. Bhooree Khan took one hundred and five for himself| and 
his servants took thirteen, and they were released; but they 

were made to swear on the tomb of the saint Shah Sonder, 

2u 
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that they wotdd not complain of the treatment they had reeeir- 
ed| and had theii^ aworda and shield taken from them. Thej 
had been confined twenly^ieven days. 

In 1840 Bavey Bookul^ a Bi^ahman, cultivated land in Muk- 
^oompoi^i for which he paid an annual rent of sey^ntj-one ra- 
peeSi In eonaequence of murders and robberies perpetrated by 
BhoOfdO Khan and his gang^ he went off with his family to 
reside At Btldulgur^ under the protection of Sajah Allee Bukah, 
A mile distant. He had witnessed the murder of Bhowanee 
Furshadi and the torture of many other persons. One' mornings 
hii brotheTi Ghinga Purshad, returned to Mukdoompore, to gather 
flomo mangoeSi fitnn trees there planted by their ancestors. He 
was thera seized by Bhooree Ehan and his gang, who were 
lying in wait folf him^ Thej demanded a ransom of three hun- 
dred rapeee whioh Dayy Sookul could not raise. He kept Ghm- 
ga Porshad in prison for four months^ and had him tortured 
ereiy day« Finding that the money was not forthcomings Bhooree 
Khan had a fire brand thrust into one of his eyes, imd 
then had him fiogged with bunehes of sticks till he died. Khoda 
BvJiBhf of EurteepGore^ one of the followers of Bhooree Ehan, 
went and neiported this to his brother and widow, who wq»t 
over the tale of his sufferings. His brother, Boodhoo Sookul, 
a sipahee of the 45th Begiment, presented a petition to the 
Eerident^ describing these atrocities, and praying redress, but 
none was afforded^ 

Buikhtawur, son of Kaushee, a lEirahm^, tilled landiff in Deo- 
gow, for which he paid an annual rent of sizty-eigfat mpees. 
In 1847, Bhooree Khan demanded double that sum, Atd whea 
ker could not pay, he seized and sold all the stock on the 
land, and seized and took off to the jungles Bukhtkwur and hit 
two brothers, Heeralall and Jankee, and seized upon all their 
k»d9, and all tte property they had to the talue of fiye him- 
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•dred mpfees. lie kept tbem in prison for six months, and then 
Lad Bukhtawur's nose cut off by a chumar, because he could not 
ip&j him the ransom demanded. The nose of -Surufraz was cut 
off at the same time, as above described, and he died in conse* 
quence. Bukhtawur's tw« brothers made their escape three months 
ofterwaads. 

In 1848 iie attacked the house of Choupae Tewaree, a Brab- 
man of Ottergow, and after plundering it he took off the soft 
of Choupae, then thirteen years of age, and his, the son's, wife, 
an(i his young son and his wife, and tortured all, till Choupae 
borr6wed and begged all he could, and paid the ransom demanded. 

Purotee Aheer tilled sixteen beegahs of land in Deogow, for 
wiiich he paid an annual rent of thirty^two rupees a year. As 
soon as 3hooree Khan got the estate from Maun Sing, in Novem* 
'ber, lS4i^) he dnmanded double the sum, and exacted it. He, in 
'iSiS,' demanded two hundred and fifty, seized Purotee, sold all 
kis cows and bullocks, sixteen in number, and other property, and 
iben released him. Purotee then sent off secretly all his family 
to* iJuheepore, two miles distant; but Bhooree Khan sent off his 
servants, Bundheen and Bugolal pausees, to trace them. They 
seized his two daughters^ one fourteen and the other ten years of 
age^ and his son, Nihal's, wife, and his son, then only four years 
of age! Bhooree Khan ravished the two girls, and then released 

f 

tiiem, With N&al's wife and her little son. Purotee saw the noses 
of Bukhtawur and Surufraz cut off while he was in confinement, 
and saw Bhooree Khan put them on a plate which he placed in 
a recess in the wall. It was in March, 1848, when he went to 
pray that his daughters might be released after they had been ra- 
viahed. The family went to reside in the village of Mohlee, in 
Khundara, but have all been turned out of their caste in conse- 
quence of the dishonour of his daughters. 

In the same year he attacked the house of Foorsut Aheer of 

2u2 



t252 DIART OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDE. 

Dehpal ka poorwa, made him prisoner, and tortured him till he paid 
«ight hundred rupees* After this, he made his escape, but Bhooree 
Khan seized and sold all his bullocks, cows, and buffaloes, and 
4stores of grain. 

In 1845, Bhooree Khan and his gang attacked the house of Bnl- 
dee Sing subahdar, in the Hon'ble Company's service, in the village 
of Ghuzwae, and s&e^ plundering him of all the property they could 
find, they seized him and his wife, and took them to the jungles, 
where they tortured them till they gave all they could borrow or 
beg to the amount of many thousand rupees. 

About the same time he seized and carried off Eesuree Forshad 
a Brahman, who had fled from Falpore, in Deogow, and gone for 
shelter to the Bazar of Ottergow; and after cutting off his nose he 
put him on an ass with a young pig tied to his neck, and paraded 
Lim through the bazar, with a drummer before him to render hm 
an outcast. 

In the same year 1848, he seized Bampurshad Tewaree, and hb 
son, Bunghoor, cultivators of Deogow, and demanded from them four 
times the rent due for the land they tilled; and when they could 
not pay, he sold all their cattle, grain, and other property, and had 
iron spikes driven up under their nails. Unable to extort monej 
hj this means, he caused Sotim Bhurbhoonja, or grain parcher, to 
' ' " " — in his father's face, and then released them. 

'Ih 1848 he demanded from Junga Salar, a cultivator of Bhudal- 
mow, in Deogow, double rent for the land he tilled, and when he 
could not pay, seized and took off his wife, and cohabited with her 
four or five days, and then made some of the followers do the same, 
before he released her. 

In the same year 1848, he and hk gang attacked the Tillage of 
Byrampore, in the Kisnee purgunna, and seized Omrow Sing, a Byi 
Eajpoot, and Boodheea, a Qoojur, and all the respectable inhabitants 
they could get hold of, with their &milies. After torturing tiie 
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ireat For eight days, and extorting from them aU they <;ould pay> ^ 
let them go^ but detained Omrow Sing, and had Utii flogged emy 
"iskj till hd reduced him to a dying state, When, he let him go^ 
He was taikM off to his heme, but he died as soon as he 'eiF' 
tered the hemse and saw Us fiumly, the wife of Boo^eea, the 
Ooojur, he confined and vicflalted. Bukhtawur deposes, that he 
saw all this while he waa it eonfinemenit. 

He^ IB 1848, seized and ^Camed off to his stronghold Kii^e- 
ram, a Brahman, of Deogow, and cnt off his nose, and tortured 
.him with hot irons till he got frotti him all that he and his re^ 
lations could be made to pay, asd then let him go. 

In the sa«le year and month he attacked and plunde^ tbd 
Tillage of Puttee, in the Jugdeeqyore purgunna^ carried off aiHthe 
shopkeepers of the place, and tortured them tUl they paid him 
jdtogether three thousand rupees^ 

In the same year he attacked the village of Kote^a, in the Bcr- 
dowlee district, carried off one of the shopke^ers, and drove ii^ 
pins up under his nails till he paid a nuoisom of one hundred wbA fif- 
ty rupees^ He drove off and sold all the cattle of the village. 

In the same year he attacked and ^under^d th6 VSbige of Bu- 
dulgur, in the Jugdeespore purgunna, in the same -My. 

In the same year he attacked and plundeired the village of Kho- 
rasa, in Bodowlee^ carried off Sopae, the Putwar^^ with his mother 
mmd wife, And tortured them till they paid ^ ^Mmsom of two hundred 
rupees. He> murdered about the same time the son of Buksh Ehaui 
the holder ijt the village of Qaepore> %}bA two members of the fami. 
Ij ol T?ooTa/9f a carpenter of AlmasqgtUigay in Deogow. 

After pluiidering the house o( Sirjigum Doobee, a respectable 
Srahman of Mtdidoompore, he fteize^ him and his nephew, took them 
off to his FjOftf and because llie^ could not pay the ransom he de- 
manded, hd caused melting \ead to be poured into their ears and 
noses till they died. About the same time, he, with his own hands, 
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for some slight offence, cut the throat of his table attendant, Khyra- 
tee, of Kunhurpore. 

About the same time he seized two trarellers; and, becausQ 
they could not pay the ransom demanded, he suspended one of 
them to a tree in the village of Sathnee, on the bank of the 
'Gomtee river, and the other to a tree in the village of Muk- 
doompore. He had their arms first broken with bludgeons, and 
then their feet cut off, and at last they were beaten over the 
head till they died.* 

After reading such narratives, an English man will natunDy 
ask, what are the means by which such atrocious gangs are ena- 
bled to escape the hands of justice. He will recollect the his- 
tory of the MIDDLE AGES, and think of strong baronial castles, 

* Bhooree Khan, in Biarch, 1850, went with a gang of three hundred mea, 
4o assist Gnnga Buksh and his fiunily in the defence of Kasimgunge auk 
Bhetae; but he was too late. On his way back, in the beginning of April, 
he left his gang in a grove, six miles from Lucknow, and entered the citj 
alone in a disguise, to visit a celebrated dancing giri of his afgiisintsfa. 
named Bunnee. He had been with her two days, and on the 15th of April, 
he went to see the magnificent tomb of Mahommed Allee Shah, of which ht 
had heard much. While sauntering about this place, he was reoogniied by 
ihree or four persons belonging to another dancing giri of his acquaint 
named the Chhotee Gohur, or "Little Gem," whom he had formerly 
They seized him. As soon as Bunnee heard of this, she sent tea or turivt 
4)t her own men, and rescued him from the followers of the "Little Goa.** 
They took him to Bunnee, who made a virtue of necessity, and went of vilk 
him forthwith to the minister, who rewarded her with a pair of ahatwls^ wi 
made ruitabee presents to her followers. 

It is said that he was pointed out to the followers of the *' Chhotee Gohv^ kf 
Peer Khan, of Khanseepore, in Deogow, whom Bhooree Khan had some tisM 
before plundered and tortured for a ransom, as already stated. Bhooree Kla* 
was sentenced to transportation beyond seas, for life, and sent off in Odv* 
her, 1851. 
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:rugged Hills^ deep ravines, «nd endless black forests. They have 

ho such things in Oude.* The whole country is a level plain, 

intersected by rivers, which, with one exception, flow near the 

surface, 4uid have either ao ravines at all, or very email ones* 

The little river Gbmtee winds exceedingly, and cuts into the 

^oil, in some places, to the depth of fifty feet. In soch places 

there are deep ravines, and the landholders along the border 

improve these natural difficulties by planting and preserving trees 

juid underwood in which to hide themselves and their followers^ 

"when in arms against their govermt^nt. Any tUbsl who cuts a 

4Btick in these jungles, or takes his camels or cattle into them, 

;to browze or graze without the previous sanction of the landhoki 

•der, does so at the peril of his life. But landholders in the 

open plains and on the banks of rive^ without any ravines at 

jaU, have the same jungles. 

In the midst of this jungle, the landholders have generally one 
«ior more mud forts, surrounded by a ditch and a dense fence of 
JUving bamboos, through which cannon shot cannot penetrate, and 
man can enter only by narrow and intricate pathways. They are 
^ways too green to be set fire ta; and, being within range 
of the matchlocks from the parapet, they cannot be cut down 
hj a besieging force. Out of such places the garrison can be 
oaaily driven by shells thrown over such fences, but an Oude 
ibrce has seldom either the means or the skill for such purposes* 
When driven out by shells, or any other means, the gairisoa 
^retires at night, with little risk, through the bamboo fencef 
.and surrounding jungle and brushwood, by. paths known only to 



* The Terae forest, which borders Oude to the north, is too nnheilthj to 
be occupied by any but those who have been bom and bred in it. The gangs 
I am treating of are composed of men born and bred in the plains; sad they 
^cannot live in the Terae forest 
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themselves. They are never provided with the means of suhsia- 
tence for a long siege ; and when the ' Cdde forces sent sgaioft 
them are not prepared with the mean6 to shell them ont, '19kj 
sit down quietly, and starve or weary them ont. This is OQbi» 
monly a very long process, for the force is seldom large enough 
to surroimd the place at a safe distance from the walls *and 
bamboo fence, so as to prevent all access to provisions of dl 
kinds, which the garrison is sure to get firom their fUends tnd 
allies in the neighbourhood; the garrison generally hating Ife 
sympathy of all the large landholders around, and the beaegng 
force being generally considered the common and inrtTrtrnrihiMr 
4jnemy of all. » . i .h 

As soon as the garrison escapes, it goes sysftematioilfy ttoA' dt 

ligently to work in plundering indiscriminate^ all tiie viHftge ton- 

munities, over the most fertile parts of i^e stUToundin|( *^ms^, 

which do not belong to baroniiil proprietors like themsel^tas^ lil 

it has made the government authorities agree to *it»i tiBttB%'4r 

reduced the country to a waste. The leaders' of l&e ^an|^ vij 

'sometimes condescend, to quicken l^e process, by apporopristiog 

n portion of their plunder to bribing some influential tpersst tl 

Court, who gets an injunction issued to the local amthorities, to 

make some arrangement for terminating the pillage, and 0Q■s^ 

quent loss of revenue, or he will be superseded or foaet^to 

contract. The rebel then returns with his foUoweri, repidrs* dl 

the mischief done to his fort, improves its defence^ and .itipii- 

lates for a remission of his revenue for a year or anQre, oala^ 

count of the injury sustained by his crops or granaries. Ik 

unlucky Amil, whose zeal and energy have caused the neoassitT 

for this reduction, is probably thrown into jail till " he pays tt« 

uttermost farthing," or bribes influential persona at Court tojei 

him released on the groraid of his poverty. 

I niay here mention the jungles iu Oude which have tea 
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«reafted, and are sstill preserved, by landholders, ahnost solely for 
the above purposes. They are all upon the finest soil, and in the 
finest climate ; and 'the lands they occupy might almost idl be 
immediately brought into tillage, and studded by numerous happy- 
Tillage communities. 

I may however, before I begin to describe them, mention the 
&ct, that many influential persons at Court, as well as the land- 
holders themsdves, are opposed to such a salutary measure. If 
liFOUght under tillage, and occupied by happy village communities, 
all the revenue would or might flow in legitimate channels into 
Uie king's treasury; whereas, in their present state, they manage 
to fifl their own purses, by gratuities, £rom the refractory land^ 
liolders who occupy them, or from the local authorities, who re- 
quire permission from Court to coerce them into obedience. Of 
these gratuities such a salutary measure would deprive them ; and it is, 
in consequense, exceedingly difficult, to get a jungle cut down, 
kowever near it may be to the city where wood is so dear, aud 
has to be brought from jungles, five or ten times the distance. 

In the SuUanpare District 

lit. The Jungle of Paperghat, about one bundled miles south- 
east from Lucknow, on the bank of the Oomtee river, ten miles 
long, and three wide, or thirty square miles. In this jungle, 
Dirgpaul Sing, Taullookdar of Nanneemow, has a fort; and Bos- 
tum Sing, Taullookdar of Dera, has another. 

2ntL The Dostpore Jungle, one hundred and twenty miks south- 
east from Lucknow, on the bank of the Mujhoee m&r^ twelve 
miles long, and three broad, or thirty-six square mi]09. 

Srd. The Khapra Behee Jungle, one hundred miles south-east 
firom Lucknow, on the plain. About ten miles long, and six 
miles broad; or sixty square miles. 

4dh, The Jugdeespore Jungle, on the bank of the Oomtee ri- 

iper, fifty miles south-east from Lncknow, sixteen joiles long and 

2i 



258 DIARY OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDB. 

three miles broad, forty-eigbt Bquaro. miles. Allee Bnkah Ehan, 
Taullukdaf) has the fort of Tanda, in this jungle, on the bank 
of the Kandoo rivulet, which flows through it into the Gomtec. 
The fort of Bechoogur, in this Jungle, is held by another Taol* 
lukdar. 

6th» Ghirh Ameytee, seventy miles from Lucknow,. aonth'peast, 
on the bank of the Sae river — ^nine miles long and three broad, 
or twenty^seven square miles. Bajah Madhoe Sing has a fort in 
this jungle ; and is ene of the very worst but ipoat plausible 
men in Oude. 

6th. Daoodpore Jungle, seventy miles south-east from Lucknow 
on the plain, four miles long and three broad, or twelve square 
miles. The Beebee or lady Sagura has her fort and i^sidence ia 
this jungle. • ^,,,^ 

7th, Duleeppore Jungle, one hundred and . ten, miles eg^ ^ron 
Lucknow, on the bank of the Sae river, — ^tem milea long, and 
three miles wide — ^thirty square miles, ^eetla , Buksh^ , who. is al- 
ways in rebellion, has » foit in this j>ing^. i 

Sth. The Matona Jungle, fi% .miles |i^uth-ef^t J^pm Li^cknpv, 
on the bank of the Gomtee river, .twelve ,i^^, ^.l^ng; a^ th^ 
wide — square milecr thirty-six. AHee Bu^sh ^^^, a notoriously 
refractory Taullukdar, has a fort, in thia j]wgle.. ^i ^^rj ^x ^ 

In the ZUdeemow District. . \ ,,, v* 

e^A. Mugurdhee Jungle, one hj^tdy^^ m^JoTfij, Ts^f^^^eag^J^ 
Xtucknovi^ on the bonk of Okogna mfit^ lei^brt , . mUo^i lio^g, , j»d 
three tooad—isquaxe miles iweatj^m- \,:.,\^ *i mj/^. \ » mil 
' lOih. Putox^ Jungle, one hundred/ and twimty tiiaIeat,Mat ftm 
Xmcknoiiir, 'iOn (the bank of the Ton,us mver, eight., mileiL long.aad 
four miles broad — square miloa thirty-two. . ,v» r\, ,. » ,. 

nth. Mudungur Jungle, pne.'hundred and twenty miles east 
AflfPfc>,Jiuokwil«^, on tb^, Ijank lof the Toiuixs. WW,, t«i^i miles kmg 
and' three miles broad— square miles eig^^en, Amreys Sing and 
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Oditeyg Skig, soa^ of Suinibcteinm Stag, < who 'Waa killecl by the 
Iking'9 troops thirty y^ars ago) hold the fori^ of M>yid«2ijfttr 'ui 

thh jUUglfc. ■•'■• ■ r:>...-.iif -/ ' ■.;!■. -..'. '.;■•.'! ' r. 

i i :12«*j' Bunolciepblre' J\mg% etst ' from Lil^kiW)^ die hundifed ind 
forty miles, on the plain, seven miles long and one bro^-^se- 
'l»en''^(«ttre'''ltt«!^.- * •^^' ■' - ■ •■ .' ■•/ 

* 18^*.' Ghttnderdeeh, south-east from Ltichnbw, one htmdl«& atid 
teti iniles, en the bank of the Gomt^ river— seven mfles* Itfng 
iitid' three lirtles wide^-sqnare mites twenty-one. ' 

In the Dureeabad DistricL 

^ 'l^th} t966tujporiB Behrtyla Jungle, east from Lucknow forty 

miles, on the bank of the Kuleeanee river, sixteen miles Idng 

and 'feiup iniles btoad—square mfles sixty-four. Chundee Sing has 

a fort in this jungle, and the family have been robbers for sev- 

^T^ ^generations. The widbw of the late notorious robber, Eajah 

''Iffingjoii, the head of the family, has a still stronger one. 

*^ 15^1' Otit:i6h"pote Jungle, sixty miles south-east from Lucknow, 
on the bank of the (Jomtee river, six miles long and two broad — 

W^live 's^tuli^ miles. Maheput Sing, an atrocious robber, holds 

*li%i' fbrt^ of Bhowaneegur, in this jungle. 

' ^ Jn the Dewa Jiehangeerabai District, 

16th. The Kasimgunge and Bhetae Jungle, eighteen miles north- 
east from Lucknow, sixteen miles long and four miles wide — 

* ikjitiaife' mfles ' sitty.fbtir, on the bank of the little river Beyt. 

' Gungi Buksh holds the forts of Kasimgunge and Atursae^ in tiiis 
jungle, Thakur Furshad, those of Bhetae and Buldeogur; and 

' Bkligwtmi; Si&g that of Munmutpore. Other members of the 

-Mmd! &mily hold those of Bamgura Faharpore. The whole family 
ara hereditary and inveterate robbers. 

vt'. In the Btmgur District 

nth. Tundeeawun Jungle, on the plain, west from Luckn6w, 

-'-' 2t2. 
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seyeniy^^wo mi^y twelve mites loi^ and six brotidb— flqiiase «iik« 

flcventy-two. , » : ' 

J;t the Sahne Bistri^i 

l^th. The Naea Juagle^ eighty miles eonlli bom\ lincknow, 
on the bank of the Sae river, Bix-taeii jnikeloiig 9aA ifared'tdde^L 
square miles forty-eight. Jogumath fnksh, ihe Taallookdari^lKild* , 
the fort of Jankeebund, in this jusigle; and others ^at» hdAi^aiii 
the same jungle by members of \m family. . « v i- - :l 

l%th. The Eutaree Jungle, on the bank ef ithe* JSjOidoo rzireii;: >• 
south-east from Luoknow siidy miles^ eight milea long and i&re^ 'i 
broad — squaire miles twenty-four, Sumam Sing,^ th^- TauliiikdarjV 4 
has a fort in this jungle. 1 (! .ir.r "I 

In the Bymoara Dittrte^.* i i^^. / .-tA 

2XHh* The Sunkurpore Jungle, south jGoom ^ LacknoriF,' seTvstf il- 
miles, on the plain. Ten miles long and three > / vi dD>ii' mUai^t Vi 
miles thirty.' '1 ■ ''••.! -r '•-':• -/rr -v/t ^'m\-2 t'£ 

Beuee Madhoe, the Taullukdar, has tiireo jbrts in tids jiktig^. i^^ 

In the Hf^dergva* JHstrki. _ ' . ? "' 

21§ts The Kohlee Jungle, fifty miles soizth-eafit 'fron JjodzMirr '- 
on the bank of the Gomtee river, idiree miles loiig'^and oilMr>>aiiA ■ 
half wide — square miles four and half. ilSie .tebeb : aud ' rbbbei* -^ 
in this jungle trust to t«he natural defences of the ravfaa^ 'aiid' * 
jungly ' ^ .! . --^ 

22flJ. Kurseea Euraea Jungle, south^easfe from: Jim^tttuw^^^t^ ' 
miles, ou the bank of the Gh)mtee liver, three 'milea -i^a^'^md ' 
one wide—equace miles three — ^the landholders foost ^ia- the wm6^ 
way to natural defences. - - 

In the Khyrabad and Mahomdee Districte, 

23rJ. Gokumath Jungle, north-west from Luoknow, one hun- 
dred miles, extending out from the Terae forest^ and ^nniiig 
eoutkfaslpy in a belt thirty miles long and fivo widor^-isquare 
mileB one hundred and fifty. Husun Bajah, the Taullookdar of 



DIARY «OfP A TOITR ' t«IlROtrGH OUT»E. 231 

JulftlfAuw, - lias . a ft^tt in ^ thib' juoglel H^^bnk&k Sing, the' Taikl* 
lookdar of Lahurpore, holds here tbo fort of Katesura ; and Omi^oW 
Sing, the TauUookdap of Od^-I^Jidff tW fbtts -In this jungle. 
"nn-A-'i^A Iw^tke -iBaree tM' Midhrei/fa Blkri^i ^ '• ^ 

24^Aui' The'^8u>ii«ft JurigW," ftortb-Weiat tta^ Mckncm, thirty-foti* 
BiileB^i<along) ' lihe 'l»aik8< 6f ih^ Bur&ett tt^er, tw^ke mites loxlg 
andtthiieie^imi^ vidd-^HS^uare laiteB thii^-six. In this jungle Jo- 
wahir Sing holds the fort of Basia^ De^h; Khomim Sing, that 
of StogCLrv 'IFbi&iir SttuH 'Smg/ th^ of Jyrampore. Th^ are 
all InklhoMers lof the Baree district, azld their forts are on the 
marih\nhatlk of thfe* Saraen river. Juswuht Sing holds the fort of 
Dhc^hara; Dul Sing, that of Gundhoreea; B^un Sing holds two 
forts, Alogee and Pupnam^w.^^Tfaey are all landholders of the 
ICuchfisyta^ distiie^ lahd xthdir funt fbrttf are on the ^uth bank 
of thec^ttraeii! river. ,, . . 

This gives twenty-four belts of jungle beyond the Terae forest, 
and in itibie fiihe dimatet of Otido,. (covering a space of eight hun- 
ired and eighty-six square nnles, \at a rough computation.* In 
khesQ 4iwgle0 1 tibe landholders find shootings Asking, and seeurify 
for tbemsdhres: and fiunilioB, graeilig groond for their horses and 
Battle,! idildiftldl rand grass fiDr fiieir followers; and they can hard- 
)j undorstmi how landhelderB of tbo same rank; in other coun- 
Izies, can contrive to live happily without them. The man who;^ 
1^ TJt^ence^xfiMd; and ^coUusion, absorbs the estates of hit wdih^ 
ioer n^ighbioiUrs, and creates « large one for hiinself, in any purb 
it OiiA^ howerer ^laohly '^sultirated and tMokly peopled) prorideli 
himself with one or two mud forts, and turns the countiy around 



* The surface of the Oude territory, including the Turae forest, is suppos- 
id to contain twenty-three thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine square 
miles. 'Wie ' turke forest Includes, perhaps, from ifbur to #re^''iiibiisand 'square 
ailes ; htit • within 'thai space tfcere is a ^reat dfeil if 1^^ wfll '4iUedf''knd^ 
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tbem into a jimgle, which he conndera to be indtqwDB&bto u 
well to hiH comfort 09 to bis secnrity. 

The atrociticB deacribed in the above iwrnitivp, wrre ooinmitt«il 
liy Bhooree khan, in the process of converting his estate 
Dewa into a jungle, and building Btrongholda for hia gnf^, <4ait 
increased and became more and more formidiable. Harii^ wn- 
verted Deogow into a jungle, and built bis titrOTighohb, ba 
would, by the usual procesa of vioience, &and and collusion with 
local authoritdee, have absorbed the amatl surrounding eatatM of 
bis weaker neighbours, and formed a vcrj large one for him 
Tlio Bomo pFocesB, no doubt, went on in England suoceMKly 
under the Saxons, Danes, and Normans ; and in every oouiiti;^ in 
Europe under succossive invaders and conquorora, or aa Ian 
the baronial proprietoro of the soil were too strong to baoo 
by their sovereign as they are in Oudo, 

An Bngliahman may further ask how it is, that » wvctckfail-. 
jv of Bucli cruelties to men who never wronged him, to 
<^»nt and unoffending females and cluldren, can finii, in. a edcietf, 
^vhcre slavery is uukuown, men to assist him in inflictHig tkam, 
and landholders of high rank and large posBcsiuans, to scron 
Khplter him when pursued by his govommcnl. He numt, fi)ci<tk> 
i^lution of tbia question, also go bock to the middlt Aon- u 
Bngland and the other nations of Europe, when the bano&l 
proprietors of the soil, too strong for their Govcreigns, ceanBil- 
led the same cruelties, found the same willing instrubitola 'b 
their retainers, and members of the same class ef huidsd i fp> 
prietors, to screen, shelter and encourage them in their ini^nilVi. 

They acquiesce in tbo atrocities committed, by one wbo is is 
nrraed resistance to the government to day, and aid bita u bi( 
enterprises openly or secretly, beoause they know, that tbcvMy 
1)0 in the same condition, and require the tame nid fnm tn 
tomorrow — that the more sturdy the rcsistonco nuklo bf oec, |k 
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lew likely will the governmeat oiEcor^ bo to rouse the resistance 
of others. They do not sympathise with those who suffer from 
his depredations, or aid the government ofi&oers in protecting 
them, because they know, that they could not support the mcana 
required to enable them to contend successfully with their so- 
vereign, and reduce him to terms, without pkinderinig and occa- 
aionally murdering the innocent of all ages and both ^cxes, and 
that they may have to raise the same means in % similar con- 
. te0ijrtpmorrow. They are satislSed, therefore, if they can Bare their 
ti own tenants irom pillage and skoghter. They find, moreover, 
tiiat the sufferings of others enable them to get cultivators and 
usefid tenants of all kinds, upon their own estates, on more easy 
terms, and to induce the smaller allodial or khalsa proprietors 
•roondy to yield up their lands to them, and become their ten- 
ants with less difficulty. It was in the same maimer, that the 
great' Jeudxd barons aggrandised themselves in iEngland, and all 
the other countries of Europe ia the hiosIiB aqes. 

In Oude all these great landholders look upon the sovereign 
«Ad his officers — except when they happen to be in collusion with 
then tor the purpose of robbiiig or eoerdng others — as their na- 
tural enemies, and will nevev tnwt themselves in their power 
without undoubted pledgee cf personal security. The great feudal 
tenants ot the crown in I^gland, and the other nations of £u- 
rope^ did tiie same^ except when they were in coUnaiQii irith 
them Ibri'ihe purpose of fobbing, others of their rights; or 
j^ught under their banners for tbe purpose of robbing os des« 
tffoying the subjects and . servants of some other aoTSteign whom 
'he dioae to call his enemy. 

« Only one of these sources of union between the sorereign and 
liis gveat landholders is in operation in X)ude. Soioe . of them 
are every year in collusion with the governors of districts, for 
the purpose of coercing and robbing others; but the soyereign 
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can never unite them under his banners for the purpose of in- 
vading and plundering any other country, and thereby securing 
for himself and them, present glary^ wealth, and high sounding 
titles, and the admiration and applause of future generations. 
The strong arm of the British Ooyemment is interposed between 
them and all surrounding countries; and there is no safety Talve 
for their unquiet spirits in foreign conquests — ^they can no longer 
do as Bam did two thousand seven hundred years ago, lead an 
army firom Ajodheea to Ceylone — they must either give up fighting 
or fight among themselves, as they appear to have been doing 
ever since Barn's time; and there are at present no signs of i 
disposition to send out another '^Sakya Guntama" from Lucknow 
or Eapila vastee, to preach peace and good will to '' ail the nitioiii 
of the earth"-^they would much rather send out fifty tbounnd 
more brave soldiers to fight ''all the nations of the east,** under 
the banners of the Hon'ble East India Company. 

An English statesman may further ask how it is, that so mask 
disorder can prevail in a small territory like Oude without the 
gangs, to which it must give rise, passing over the border, to 
depredate upon the bordering districts of its neighbours. The con- 
terminous districts on three sides belong to the British Govern- 
ment, and that on the fourth or north belongs to Nepaul. Tlie 
leaders of these gangs know, that if the British Gk>Temiiicnt 
chose to interpose and aid the Oude government with its titx^ 
it could crush them in a few days ; and that it would do to if 
they ventured to rob and murder within its territory. They know 
also, that it would do the same if they ventured to cross the 
northern border, and rob and murder within the Nepaul territorj. 
They, therefore, confine their depredations to the Oude temtorTi 
seeing that, as long as they do so, the British Goyerzunenl re- 
mains j^uiet. 



CHAPTEE XI I. 



Poorae Chowdheree, of KuchoKeey lield a share in the lan3i 
of the Tillage of Bhanpoor in Sadowlee. He mortgaged it in 
1830, to a co-sharer, who transferred the mortgage to JHeherhan 
Sing J of Ouneshpoor. Poorae disliked the arrangement, and made 

all the cultiyators desert the village of Bhanpoor, and leave the 

•I 

lands waste. Meherban attacked the village of Kuchohee in con- 
sequence, killed Poorae, and' seized upon all the lands of Bhan- 
poor for himself. Bajah Sam, one of the ousted co-sharer in 

4 

these lands, attacked and killed Meherban in 1832, and seized 
upon all the lands of Bhanpoor. 

After the death of his first wife, Meherban had attacked the 
liouse of Bhowanee Sing, Eajpoot, of Teur, carried off his daugh- 
ter, who had been affianced to another, and forcibly made her 
his wife. By her he had one daughter and one son, named 
Maheput Sing^ who now inherited from his father a fifteenth part 
of one of the six and half shares, into which the lands of Ghm- 
eshpoor were divided. He, by degrees, murdered, or drove out 
ef the village, all his co-sharers, save Ghmbha Sing and Chungha 
Sing, joint proprietors of a small part of one of the shares, 
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known by the name of the Kunnee Puttee. From the year 
1843, Maheput Sing became a robber, by profession, and the 
leader of a formidable gang; and, in three years, bj a loDg 
aeries of successful enterprises, he acquired the means of con* 
verting his residence, on the border of the town of Guneshpoor, 
into a strong fort, among the deep ravines of the Gloomtee 
river. This fort he called Bhowcmeegur^ after Bhowanee, the pi- 
troness of the trade of murder and robbery, which he had adopt- 
ed. I shall now mention, more circumstantially, a few of the 
many atrocities committed by him and his gang, during the last 
few years of his career, as illustrative of the state of society in 
Oude. Bulbhudder Sing, a subadar of the 45th Begiment of 
Bengal Native Infantry, resided at Bampoor Sobeha, in the Du- 
reeabad district. By degrees he purchased thirteen sixteenths of 
the lands of these two small villages, which adjoin each other 
out of the savings from his pay, and those of his nephew, 
Mugun Sing, havildar of the 43d Eegiment Bengal Native Id« 
fantry. On his being transferred to the invalid establishment, 
the subadar resided with his family in Bampoor, and in May, 
1846, his nephew, Mugun Sing, came home, on furlough, to 
visit him. Gujraj, an associate of Maheput Sing's, held the 
other three-sixteenths of the lands of these two villages ; and bj 
the murder of the subadar and all his family, he thought he 
should be able to secure for himself the possession of the whole 
estate in perpetuity. The family consisted of the subadar and 
his wife, — ^Mugun Sing, the son of his deceased brother, Man 
Sing, and his wife; and his son Bijonath and his wife, — ^Dwaria 
Sing, son of Ojagur Sing, another deceased brother of the suba- 
dar, — ^Mahta Deen, the son of Chundun Sing, another deceased 
brother of the subadar, and his wife and young son, Surubjeet 
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"Sing, seven years of age, — Kulotee Sing, son of »Gobrae, another 
deceased brother of the subadar — ^Bag Sing, a relative, — Bechim 
Sing, a servant, — Seo Deen, the gardener, — Jeeawnn Sing, the 
barber, and the widow of Salwunt Sing, another son of Mu- 
.gun Sing, havildar. 

When the family were all assembled, Maheput 'Sing, with 
-Gujraj and other associates, and a gang of one hundred and 
fiily armed followers, proceeded to the village at midnight and 
^carefully reconnoitered 4;he premises. It was, after <X)nsultatio&, 
•determined -to defer the attack till day break, as -the subadar 
•and his nephews were known to be brave and well armed men, 
vrho kept watch till towards morning, and would make a despe- 
^rate resistance, unless taken by surprise. They remained con* 
cealed within the enclosure of Gujraj's house, till just before 
•day light, when they quietly surrounded the subadar's house. 
As day dawned the subadar got up, opened the door and walk- 
ed out, as usual, to breathe the fresh air, thinking all safe. 
He was immediately shot down, and on Mugun Sing's rushing 
out to assist his uncle, he received a shot in the eye, and fell 
dead on his body. The robbers then inished in, cut down Jeea- 
-wun, the barber, while attempting to shut the door, and vround- 
•ed Kulotee Sing,* Bag Sing, and others of the party. Pinding 
that they could no longer stand agadnst the numbers, rushing 
in at the doors and windows, the defenders climbed from the 
inside to the flat roof of the house, over the apartments of the 
men, fired down upon the robbers, who were still inside, and 
'shot one of them. The robbers, finding they could not other- 
wise dislodge them, set fire to that part of -the house, and the 



* Kulotee Sing was murdered, a few days afterwards, by MfJieput and Guj- 
T»i, as he was superintendiDg the cultiTation of his lands. 
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men were obliged to leap off to save themaelYeB. In doing tbis 
Bag Sing hurt his spine, and Seo Deen sprained his ancle, and 
both lay where they fell, pretending to be dead, till night 
The others all went off in search of succour. 

The robbers found the boy, Surubjeet, lying sick on his bed, 
attended by his mother. They seized him and dashed his head 
against the ground; and when he still showed signs of life, 
Oujraj cut him to pieces with his sword. They then seized 
and stripped the females naked, and sprinkled boiling oil orer 
their bodies, till they pointed out all the property, concealed 
in the house. Seventeen hundred rupees were found buried in 
the floor; and the rest of the property in clothes, gold and 
silver ornaments, and brass utensils, amounted to about tea 
thousand rupees. 

About noon, while the robbers were still in the house, the 
Amil of Mohlara came with a large force and one g:un, and 
surrounded them; but stood at a safe distance, whence he kepi 
up, for some time, a fire firom his gun and his matchlocki, 
which had no effect whatever. The robbers fired, in return, firom 
the house, merely to show that they were not to be frightened 
from their booty in that way. This went on till after dark ia 
the evening, when the robbers all retired to the jungles, with 
their booty, tmmolested by the Amil. 

Bjjonath, who had brought the Amil to the spot, urged him 
on as much as he could to save the property and fi^males, and 
avenge the death of those who had £Eillen, and he killed quo 
man and seized another, the son of one of the leaders ; but he 
was obliged to give him up to the Amil as an hostage, for &e 
recovery of the property, and a witness to the robbery. Th0 
Amil kept him for six months, and then let him go on the 
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largest Tansom he could get for him from his father. The -dr- 
<;umstances were all lepresented, through the Sesident, to the 
Durbar, and redreee prayed for, but none ^as -e^er obtained.* 

In May, 1846, Maheput attacked the house of Seobuksh, a 
f;ardener, and after plundering it, he seized and x^arried off to 
>the jungle the gardener's brother, Puroutee, and tortured him 
i;o death with hot irons, because he could not xaise the sum 
demanded for his ransom. 

In August, 18^, Mahepixt Sing and liis gang uttacked i;he 
liouse of Mehwban Tewaree, subadar of the Ghralior Contingent, 
in the village of Hareehurpoor, /in the distaiot of Bodowlee. It 
was about ten at night, and the whole family were -asleep. The 
iBubadar lay on his cot below, near the door, his brother, Angud 
ITewaree, slept on the uj)per story. Some placed ladders and 
^entered the upper story throu^ a window; Maheput, with others, 
broke open the door, near which the subadar slept below. The 
brother got a sword cut in the hand, and cfdled out irom the 
«.pper story ae loud as be could for help; but their neighbours 
^ere all too much alarmed to come to their aid. Maheput seiz« 
«d and bound tke subadar with his own waistband, and com- 
ananded his birother 1k> come down, . sayings that he need not 
«all for help, as the villagers all knew him too well to molest 
liim; and if he did not come down instantly he would set fire 
to the house. Seeing no chance of help he came down, and 
^was bound with his own 'waistband, in the same manner. When 
the subadar remonstrated against this treatment, Maheput struck 

* When tke Resident Tinted tiiia place, in hk tov, in Jamaiy, 1850« 
l>wKekM Sing and other members of the famfly tletcribed tSL the drcumstancet 
of this attack^ and they were taken down; and haie been confirmed rinee 
"hj a Jndidal investigation. 
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him over the face. They then plundered the house of all tli# 
.propepty it contained, to the value of six hundred and fiftj rxh 
pees ; and took the subadar and his brother to the jungles; 
and, in the morning, demanded a ransom of one thousand ru- 
pees. At last they came down to four hundred rupees and tiw 
horse, which the subadar kept for his own riding. The subadar 
consented, and his brother was released to get the money and 
horse. He borrowed the money 9nd sent it with the hone 
through Bhowanee Been Tewaree, landholder of Ladeeka Poom, 
and the subadar was released. He presented three petitioDi, 
through the Eesident, and orders were sent, from the Durbs; 
to the local authorities, Hurdut Sing and Monna Lai, but ^bej 
were both in league with the robbers, and tried to get tiie 
subadar made away with, to save further trouble, and he souglii 
security with his Begiment.* 

In January, 1847, Maheput and his gang attacked tbe TiOsge 
of Bahapoor, in the Bodowlee district; and, after plundering all 
the houses, seized and carried off, among others, Seetul, & 
spirit dealer, and the two sons of Beehta, the widow of Bhoaoo^ 
one twenty-two years of age, and the other eighteen. They 
tortured them with red hot irons, and tied bamboos round their 
necks every day for fifteen days. Maheput then shot the eldeik 
son, and cut his body to pieces with his sword. The younger 
son, at night, made his escape, while they were asleep, and T^ 
turned to tell the tale of his brother's murder to hia motiier. 
Seetul, the Kalwar, got his tmcle to lend him twenty-eight ru- 
pees, for which he was released. 

In April, 1847, Maheput Sing and his gang attacked the hoim 



* Meherban Tewaree, subadar, was present, as a witness, at the subeeqaot 
trial of Maheput and Gvjraj, who were sentenced to tnui8partation» Ufjtai 
seas, for life. 
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4of Bamoutar, brahmin, of the brahmin yilli^e of Qtmeshpoor, in 
3adowlee; plundered it of property, yalued at one hundred ru- 
pees, and then bound Bamoutar, his father and two sons, and 
took them off to the jungles; and there tortured them all for 
Beren days. He then had the two boys— one nine years old and 
tiie ofhor ^ve — suspended to a tree and flogged; and Bamoutar 
himself tied to a thorny tree «nd beaten, iall the blood flowed 
down and drenched faia waistband, 'because he could pay Aething, 
and would not sign a bond to pay two thousand rupees. His 
•uflSarings and the sight of those of his two eons, made him, at 
hat, sign one %jr one thousand rupees. He waa flogged again 
tSB. his fiieads brought four hundred out of the thousand, 
and Ckeyt Sing, Thakoor, a respectable landholder of Koleea, in 
IBftdowlee, consented tq give security for the payment of two 
iumdred and forty-two rupees more. Bamoutar and hi& family 
mete then rdeased, after they had been confined and tortured 
ftr thirtyndz days ; and they went off and resided ^at Bookchey- 
mi in Khundaaa. A year after his house was there attacked by 
SCaheput Sing and his gmig, and plundered of all it contained ; 
^Bid his brother, Seetul, and his youngest eon were seized and 



:en off to his fort at Bhowaneegur, and there tortured and 
"^ fltar^ed for six months. Bamoutar then borrowed one hundred 
^ jmd sixty rupees, and obtained the release of his broths, Seetul, 
^\mni a year after he was able to raase forty-seven rupees more, 
^*^nth which he ransomed his son. 

^' In May, 1847, Maheput Sing attacked the house of Seolal 
^?^!Sbwaree, of Torsompoor, in Bodowlee, at midnight; tmd, after 
pondering it and stripping his mother and wife, and the ?d£» 
^^1^ his brother, Jurbundun Sing, of all the clothes and ornaments 
"^itbey had, he bound and carried off to the jungle the two bro- 
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then^ Seolal and Jurbundnn. They were flogged, and had hdk 
irons applied to their bodies, every day, for twenty days, and 
had only a little flour to eat and water to drink, once in thiee 
days. After twenty days they contrived to make their escape one 
dark and stormy night, and got home; but, three days after, he 
again attacked their house and burnt it to the ground, witii 
all they possessed. He, at the same time, burnt down tlie 
house of their uncle, in the same village, and that of one of 
their ploughmen; and two cows and one bullock were burnt to 
death in the flames. 

In July, 1847, Maheput Sing and his gang attacked tk 
house of Chubbee Lai, brahmin, in the village of Bunnee, in 
the fiadowlee district ; and, after plundering it of propertf- to 
the value of five hundred rupees, he bound and took the dd 
brahmin off to the jungles, and demanded from him a raoflOB 
of eight thousand rupees. This sum the old man could not pif, 
and he was flogged with thorns, and had red hot irona sppBd 
to his body every day. Maheput then sent a letter to the oU 
man's son, Dwarka, desiring him to send the eight thousai 
rupees, if he wished his father to live. The house having htm 
plundered, the family had nothing left, and could persuade w 
one to lend them. On receiving a reply to this effect, Mahepot 
had the old man's body plastered all over with moist gun pov- 
der, and made him stand in the sun till it was dry. He tha 
set fire to the powder, and the poor man was burnt all orer. 
He then cut off both his hands at the wrists and his bok^ 
and sent them to his family; and, in this condition, he aflff* 
wards sent the poor man to his home upon a cot. The as 
met his father at the door, but the old man died as soon m 
his son had embraced him. 
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Mabeput carried off Pern, l^e son of Teeka, at the same time, 
«nd tortured him till his family paid the ransom demanded. He 
<was witness to the tortures of the old brahmin. 

In August, 1847, Maheput and his gang attacked the house 
of Bichook, a brahmin, in the Tillage of Torsompoor, in Eodow- 
iee, at midnight, while he was sleeping, and bound and carri- 
'ed him off to the jungle. The next day when he was about 
to have him tortured for a ransom, one of hia followers in- 
terceded for him, and he was released. But a month after 
Maheput and his gang again attacked his house; and, after 
plundering it of all it contained, thej burnt it to the ground. 
Bichook had run off on hearing their approach, and he escaped 
^ Syudpoor. 

In NoYember, 1846, Maheput l^g attacked the house of Sook 
Allee, in Guneshpoor, at midnight, with a gang of one hundred 
men; and, after plundering it of all the property it contained, 
to the amount of four hundred rupees, he burnt it to the 
{^ound, and bound and carried off Sook Allee to the house of 
liis friend, Bjjonath Bilwar, a landholder, in the Tillage of 
SIholee, eight miles distant. He th^e demanded a ransom of 
£Te hundred rupees; and^ on, his declaring that he neither had 
nor could borrow suck a sum, he had him tortured with hot 
irons, and flogged in the usual way. He kept him for two 
months at Kholee, and then took him to Tukra, m the Sooraj- 
poor purgunnah, where he kept him for another month, tortur- 
ing, and giring him half a meal OTorj other day. At the end 
of three months, Akber Sing and Bhowanee Deen, Bajpoot land- 
holders of OdermoWi contriTod to borrow two hundred rupees for 
'Sook Allee, and he was released on the payment of this sunu 
'!Ihe marks of the hot irons, applied to Us body, by Maheput 



2l 
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Sing, with his own hands, are still yisible, and will remain bo 
ar long as he lives.* 

About the same time — ^the latter end of 1846 — Mahepnt Sing 
sent to Sheik Sobratee, of the same place, a message, through a 
Pausie, named Bhowanee Deen, demanding twenty-fire rupees. 
This sum was sent; but six weeks had not elapsed before Sheik 
Sobratee received another demand, for the same amount, throngh 
the same person. He had no money, but promised to send tlie 
sum in ten days. At midnight, on the fourth day after this, 
Maheput and his gang attacked his house, and plundered it of 
all they could find, female ornaments, and clothes, and brass 
utensils. Sobratee was, that night, sleeping at the house of hit 
friend, Peree, the wood dealer, in the same town. Malie- 
put tried to make his mother and wife point out where he 
was, by torturing them, but they either would not or could not 
do so. After some search, however, they discovered him, and 
bound and took him off, with hand cuffs, and an iron coUsr 
round his neck, to the Kurseea jungle, in the Hydergur pn^ 
gunnah. His son, a boy, had escaped. After torturing him, xa 
the usual way, for eight days, they sent a message to his mo- 
ther by Maheput's servant, Salar, to say, that unless she sent 
a ransom of five hundred rupees, her son's nose and hands 
should be cut off and sent to her as those of {jhubbee Ld^ 
brahmin, of Bunnee, had been. She prevailed upon Baroonatii 
Gotum, to lend the money; and Maheput sent Sobratee to him, 
accompanied by one of his armed retainers, with orders to nia^a 
him over to the GK)tum, if he pledged himself, in due form, to 
pay. He did so, and Sobratee was made over to him, and the 



'^^ I saw these marks on the sufferer. 
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nett day sent home to his wife and mother. Some months 
after, however, when he had completed his fort of Bhownee- 
^r, Maheput sent to demand two hundred rupees more from 
Sobratee, and when he found he could not pay, he had his 
liouse pulled ^wn, and took away all the materials to his 
fort. What he did Jiot require he caused to be burnt. He 
got from Solnratee, in ransom and plunder, more thaa three 
thousand rupees; and he has Jbeen, ^yer once, xedoced to great 
poverty and distress* 

In November, 1847, lldahepnt Sing and his gang seized and 
carried off Khosal, a confectioner, of Talgon, in Bodowlee, 
who had gone to his sister at Buhapoor, ^ear Guneshpoor, 
to attend a mamage — ^took him to the jungle, and tortured 
and starved him, in the usual wa^, for five weeks. He had 
iiim burnt with red hot irons, flogged and ducked in a tank 
«very day, and demanded a. ransosi of two hundijed rupees. At 
last, hifl brother, Pavey Deea, borrowed thirty-three rupees 
•^m Sambuksh, a merchant of Odenuow^ and offered to pay it 
for his ransom. Maheput sent Khosal». with his agent, Bhowanee 
Deen, to Bambuksh, and he released him on getting the money. 
He still bears, on his body, the j&arks of the stripes and 
turnings.* 

In December, 1847, Mahout and his gang attacked the houM 
<of Motee Lai Misser, a brahmin, in the village of ■ ^ 

«nd after robbing it of all that it contained, he seized and 
carried off his nephew, Sam Deen, a boy cf seven years of age, 
4Uid tortured him, for a month, in the jungle. He then cut off 
iiis left ear and the forefingers of his right hand, and sent 
ithem to the uncle in a lett^, stating, that if he did not send 

* These marks I have seen. 
2 L2 



OJJQ DJARY OF A TOUR THROUGH OUDE. 

him one thousand rupees^ he would send the boy's head in the 
same manner. The boy's father had died, and his uncle, with 
great dii&culty, prevailed upon his Mends and neighbours, to 
lend him two hundred and twenty rupees, which be sent to 
Maheput, and his nephew was released. The boy declares to me 
that Maheput cut off his ear and finger with his own hands.* 

In June, 1848, Forsut Pandee, of Besalpandee-ka-Poorwa, in 
Eodowlee, accompanied Girwar Sing, a Bajpoot of Bowia, in 
Eodowlee, to Guneshpoor, on some business. They were snuA- 
mg and talking together at the house of Mungul Sing, Thakoor, 
a large landholder of that place, when five of Maheput's armed 
men came up, and told Forsut Pandee to attend them to their 
master. Girwar Sing remonstrated and declared, that his h<mor 
had been pledged for Forsut Pandee's personal safety. Mungol 
Sing, Thakoor, however, told him, that he must offer no opposi- 
tion, as they seized all travellers who came that way, and it 
was dangerous to oppose them. He was taken to Maheput Sing^ 
in his fort at Bhowaneegur, situated half a mile firom Gtineafa- 
poor. Maheput told him that he had heard of his having a good 
flint gun, and a shawl in his house, and that he must hats 
them. Forsut Pandee swore on the Ganges, that he had 
no such things. He then had him tied up to a tree, and flor- 
ged him with his own hands, with thorny bushes, the scan rf 
which are still visible. He then demanded a ransom of three 
hundred rupees, and had him flogged and tortured, every dtj, 
for a month, while he gave him to eat only half a pound d 
flour, every two or three days. The prisoner's brother Bhone 
Pandee, sold all the clothes and ornaments of his family, uten- 
sils and furniture, and their hereditary mango and mhowa gran. 



* This boy was present, as a witness, at the trial of Mahepot. 
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and radsed two hundred and six rupees, whick he sent to Ma- 
heput, through Baldan Sing, a landholder of Bharatpoor, two 
miles from Guneshpoor. On the receipt of this Forsut Pandee 
was released. 

In OctoWy 1S48, Maheput Sing flont ten of his gang to seize 
a cultivator, by name Khosal, who was engaged in cultivating 
his land, in « hamlet, one mile south of the town of Sjudpoor. 
They seized aad bound him, and took him off to their leader, 
Maheeput, who had him tortured, fc^ a month, in the usual 
way. He had him tied up to a ladder and flogged. He had 
red hot irons applied to different parts of his body — ^he put dry 
combustibles on the open palms of his hands, and set fire to 
them, so that he has lost the use of his fingers for life. For 
the whole month he gave him only ten pounds of flour to eat"; 
birt his friends contrired to convey a little more to him occa- 
monafly, which he ate by stealth. He was reduced, by hunger 
and torture, to the last stage, when his fisunily, by the sale of 
all they had in the world, and the compassion of their friends^ 
raised the sum of one hundred and twenty-six rupees, whick 
they sent to Maheput, by Tha^oor Persaud, a landholder of tho 
village of Somba, and obt^ed his release. The tortures haye 
rendered him a cripple, and the family toe reduced to a state 
of great wretchedness.* 

The village of G-uneshpoor yielded a revenue to government of 
twenty-one thousand rupees a year, and was divided into six and 
half shares each, held by a different person. One belonged to 
Omrow Sing, Sajpoot, the father of Hunmunt Sing, a corporal 
in the 44th Eegiment Bengal Native Infantry, and descended to 
Omrow Sing's eldest son, Davey Sing. One share was held, 



* This man was a witness at the trial of Maheput, and I saw the si^ns 
of his sufferings. 
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jointly, by Maheput Sing and Ghotee Sing, when, in October, 
1848, Maheput assembled a gang of about two hundred men, 
and attacked the house of Davey Sing, while his brother Han- 
munt Sing was at home on recruiting service. There were in 
the house tiie corporal and his three brothers, and all mounted, 
with their Mends, to the top of the house, with their swordi 
and speara, but without fire arms. The robbers, unable to as- 
cend from the outside, broke open the doors, but the brothen 
descended and defended the passage so resolutely, that the gao; 
was obliged to retire, and watch for a better opportunity. 

Three months after, in January, 1849, Maheput attacked the 
house again, with a gang of five hundred men, and good scaling 
ladders. Some ascended to the top on the laddera, while othen 
broke open the doors and forced their way in. The brothen 
and the other male members of the family defended themaelTei 
resolutely. One of the brothers, Esuree Sing, his uncle, Eunjeet 
Sing, sipahee of the 11th Segiment Bengal Native Infantry, hia 
cousin, Beetul Sing, sipahee of the 8th Begiment Bombay Natiia 
Infantry, were all killed, and hacked to pieces by Maheput and 
\iift gang. No person came to the assistance of the family, and 
^^ robbers retired with their booty, consisting of five hundied 
igcA te& rupees in money, four musquets, and four vword^ and 
i^ii^e hundred maunds of com, and all the clothes, ornament 
vna vAamla, that could be found. They burnt dovni the houses 
and dispossessed the femily of their share in the estate, and 
plundei?ed all the cultivators. Davey Sing, the eldest brother, 
went to reside at Bhanpoor, in the neighbourhood. While b 
was engaged in cutting a field of pulse, in the morning, about 
seven o'clocdi^ in the month of March following, Madeput Sing, 
with a gang of two hundred men, attacked his house, killed bii 
two lathers, Gordut and Hurdut Sing, and their servant, Omed, 
and ahot down his nephew, Gh}rbuksh Sing. "Ram^ hftf^ ^^ ^^ 
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'phew of Maheput Sing, ran up to despatcli him with his aword, 
but G-orbuksh rose, out him down, and Uled him with his 
flword, before he himself expired. 

The corporal, Hunmunt Sing, of the 44th Native Infantry, dea- 
•cribed all these things, in several petitions, to the Besident, and 
prayed redress, but ne redress was ever obtained. Saligram and 
x)ther relatives of the corporal had been plundered and wounded 
hj Maheput Sing and his gang, and he describes many other 
atrocities committed by the same gang. Hi« petition of the 27th 
September, 1849, was sent to the king, by the Besident, who 
-was told, that the Amil of the district of Dureeabad, Girdhars 
lial, had been ordered to seize Maheeput Sing and his gang. 
^Fhis AmU was always in league with them. 

In December, 1847, Maheput Sing and his gang attacked the 
liouse of a female, named Arganee, the widow of Sheik Bozae, 
in the village of Pertab Pahae. It was midnight, and she was 
sleeping with her two grand children, the sons of her son, who 
mss a sipahee in the 66th Begiment of Bengal Native Infantry-. 
They botmd her hands; and, leaving her young grand children 
alone, took her off to the jungle, eight miles distant. There 
Maheput demanded firom her the seven hundred rupees, which 
ahe was said to have accumulated; and when she pleaded po« 
¥erty, and said, that the sipahee's pay was their only meami of 
subsistence, he had her stripped naked and flogged, in the usu- 
al way. For a month he had her stripped and flogged, in the 
same manner, every day. She then signed a bond to pay one 
hundred rupees, on a certain day, and was released. She sold 
all she had, and borrowed all she could, and, on the fourth day, 
sent him fifty, and the other fifty, on the fifteenth day; but 
he, afterwards, had the poor widow's house pulled down, and 
all the wood work carried to his fort of Bhowaneegur. 
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In AprU, 1649, Mahepat Sing and hia gang attacked tlie 
house of Seodeen Missery eipahee of the 63d Begiment Bengal 
"N, I. ; and, after plundering it, seized and carried off, to the 
jungle, his brotiielr and that brother's two sons — one seyen yean 
of age and the other five — and his sister. He sold the two 
boys as daves, for two hundred rupees, to a person, named, 
Dayey Sookul, of Guneshpoor; and tortured the brother and sister 
till the sipahee and his Mends sold all they had, in the worid, 
for their ramsom, when he released them. 

In the month of May, 1849, Mabeput Sing and his gang, it 
midnight, attacked the house of Eseree Sing, a Hajpoot of ii» 
Chouhan tribe, in the yillage of Salpoor, in Dureeabad; and, 
after stripping his mother and all the other females of the &- 
mily of their clothes and ornaments, plundering the house of all 
it contained, rupees twenty-fiye in money, two handsome matdi- 
locks, two swords, two spears, and two shields, and brass uten- 
sils, weighing one hundred and sixty pounds, he bound Eseam 
Sing himself, and took him off, with his sister, four years of 
age, and his daughter, only three, to a jungle, four miles dis- 
tant. He there released Eseree Sing himself, but took on tb 
girls, and made oyer his daughter to Akber, one of bis follow- 
ers, and his sister to Bechoo, another of his gang, to be united 
to them in marriage. It was at their instigation and for tint 
purpose, chiefly, that he made the attack.* 

In August, 1849, Maheput and his gang attacked the hoosei 
of Seetul, Gt)rbuksh, and Sook Lai, brahmins, of Ghmeshpoor; 
and, after plundering them, he carried off Gbrbuksh and his sod, 
Sam Deen, and Bhowanee, the son of Seetul, and Sook Lai, 
and murdered them. He carried off and tortured, in a ahockiiig 

* Akber and B^ohoo are now, in prison, with Mahepat, at Ludmow. 
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fnanner, Benee, of the same place, till he paid a ransom; and 
Ongud, son of Khunmun, an invalid Khalajsie, of the 26th Be- 
giment Native Infantry. 

In SeptembeF, 1849, Maheput attacked and plundered the house 
of Ongud Sing, sipahee of the 24th Begiment Bengal Native 
Infantry, and confined the sipahee for some time. His petition 
was sent to the king on the 11th November, 184i9, 

On the 15th of December, 1849, Monowur Khan, havildar of 
the 62d Begiment Bengal Native Infantry, complained, that Mahe- 
put Sing had seized hipi as he was walking on the high road, 
and extorted eleven rupees &om him. His petition was sent to 
the king, with a request, that all local authorities might be 
urged to aid in his arrest ; and orders were again sent to the 
-Frontier Police. 

On the 24th December, 1849, Madho Sing, sipahee of the 11th 
Begiment Bengal Native Infantry, complained, that Maheput Sing 
bad attacked and plundered his house twice, burnt it down, and 
out down all the trees, which the family had planted for gene- 
rations, and turned them all out of the village — ^that in the se- 
cond attack, he had murdered his daughter, a girl of only nine 
years of age. His petition was 43ent to the king, who, on the 
18th of Febrmry, 1850, replied, that he had proclaimed Mahe- 
put as a robber and murderer, and offered a reward of three 
thousand rupees for his arrest 

On the 16th of March, 1850, Goverdhun complained, that 
Maheput had attacked and plimdered his house, and caixied off 
liis father to the jungles, and extorted £rom him 9 ransom of 
one hundred and ten rupees. His petition was sent to the king, 
wfao, on the 27th March, replied, that he had given frequent and 
urgent orders for the arrest of Maheput Sing. 

Gunga Deen, a trooper of the Governor G^neral'a body goard, 

2m 
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complained to the Besident, on the 9th of Aognst, 1844, that 
Maheput Sing had attacked and killed, with his own hand, hii 
agent, Thakoor Sing, while he was taking seven hundred and 
fleventy-four rupees, to the revenue collector. On the 11th of 
September, 1849, he again complained to the Resident, that 
Maheput Sing had plundered Bhurteemow and other villages, in 
Dureeabad, of property, to the value of six thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty-nine rupees, and murdered five men, besides Tha* 
koor Sing, his servant; and had committed numerous robberki 
in other villages, during the year 1848. Among them one in 
Bhurteemow, in which he killed Bamjeet and four other men— 
that he had, soon after, committed a robbery, in which no lea 
than twenty-two persons were killed and wounded, and property 
to the value of two thousand rupees was carried offl The king 
was frequently pressed, most earnestly, to arrest this atrociom 
robber; and, on the 9th of December, 1849, the Frontier Poliee 
was, at the king's request, directed to do all in their power^ 
to seize him. 

In July, 1847, Maheput Sing and his gang attacked the boive 
of Mungul Sookul, a corporal of the 24th Begiment of Bengil 
Kative Infantry, at midnight, robbed it of property, to the value 
of five hundred rupees, and so rent the ears of his little son, 
by the violence with which he tore the gold rings from then, 
that the boy was not likely to live. The commanding ofilcer of 
the Begiment sent the corporal's petition for redress, throng^ 
the Besident, to the Durbar; and orders were sent to the locil 
authorities to afford it, but they were unable op unwilling ta 
do any thing.* 



* Gonga Aheer, of Bnroulee, in the district of Rodowlee, hmd been, fr 
three years, a sipahee in the 48th Regiment of Bengal Natire Infmtrj, taiff 
the name of Mata Deen. Continued sickness rendered him unfit for dn^t 
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It is remarked by the people, that few of these baronial rob- 
bers ever die natural deaths — that tkey either kill each other, 
or are killed, sooner or later, by tho servants of government. 
More atrocious crimes than those which they, every month, com- 
mit, it is difficult to conceive. In the Bangor district, through 
which we passed last month, this class of landholders are cer- 

and ho obtained his discharge, and came home to his family. In March, 1850, 
having been long without employment, and reduced, with his fiunilj, to great 
distress, he went to his relation, Ramdhun, of the intelligence department, in 
the sendee of the king of Oude, and then on duty at Dureeabad, with the 
Amil. A reward of three thousand rupees having been offered by the king, 
for the arriist of Mahcput Sing, the Aiuil ordered Ramdhun to try his best 
to tra.« him out, and he took Gunga Ahcer with him to assist, on a pro- 
mise of spcuriiig, for him, good service, if they succeeded. They went to a 
juni^Ie, abont two miles from Guncshpoor, and near the fort of Bhowaneegur. 
Wh'le they were renting at a temple, in the jungle, vacred to Davy, Maheput 
vme up, with twenty followers, to offer sacrifice; and as soon as they recog- 
nize i the Ilarkara, Ramdhun, they seized both, and took them off, in the 
evening, to a jungle, four miles distant. In the hope of frightening Maheput, 
the Ilarkara pretended to be in the service of the Resident at Lucknow; bat» 
•9 the reward for his arrest had been offered on the requisition of the Resident, 
on the application of injured sipahecs of the British army, this did not avail 
him. Their hands were tied behind their backs, and as soon as it became 
dark, they took Ramdhun off to a distance of twenty paces, from where Ma- 
heput Sing sat, and made him stand in a circle of men with drawn iwords. 
One man advanced, and at one cut with his sword, severed his right am 
from his body, aad it fell to the ground. Another cut into the aide, under 
the stamp, while a third cut him across the left side of the neck with a 
hack cut, he, all the time, calling out for mercy, but in vain. On receiving 
the cut across the neck, he fell dead, and the body was flung into the river 
Goomtee. Tllaheput sat looking on without saying a word. 

They then amused themselves for sometime by flogging Gunga Aheer, with 
thorn bubhes, while he, in agony, cried for mercy. The next day, by Maha- 
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tainlj afl strong, and as much disposed to withhold the just du<^ 
of gOTemmenty and to resist its officers and troops, as thej ars 
here, hut they do not plunder and bum down each other's vil- 
lages, and murder and rob each other's tenants so often as they 
do here. The coalition has introduced among them a kind of 
balance qf poioer^ which makes . them respect each other's rights, 



put* s orders, they laid him upon a bed of thorns and beat him again, whik 
he screamed fiom pain, and thej laughed at his cries. One of the IbUowen 
told Mahepnty that they had been cautioned by the outlaw, Jugumath, tbs 
chuprassie, not to murder Ramdhun and his companion, or the English vosM, 
some day, avenge them; but he laughed and said that spies must be puniik- 
ed, to deter others from pursuing them. One of his followers then sat on 
Gnnga's chest, while another held his arms, and a third his legs, while s 
fourth cut off his nose, and one of his hands at the wrist, and the finfvi 
of the other hand. He became senseless, and Maheput and his foUowen sD 
left him in this state. In the evening a servant of Seochum Chowdhetee^ of 
Bhowaneepoor, on his way to the jungle, saw him and reported his comdi t is B 
to his master, who sent people and had him taken to him on a litter. Ht 
had his wounds dressed by a village surgeon, and the next day sent Im 
home to his wife and mother. The landlord of the village reported the ca* 
to Captain Orr, of the Iroutier Police, at Fyzabad, who had Gunga taken of 
to the hospital at Lucknow, where he remained, under the care of the Rni* 
deney Surgeon, till he recovered. This poor man had to support his mctba; 
wife and daughter, by his labour. His mother came in with him, and ti 
tended him in hospital, while his wife and child remained at their village. 

While in hospital recovering, Maheput Sing was brought before him, by t^ 
Frontier Police, to be recognized. As soon as he saw him aU the tcnibti 
scene of Ramdhun' s murder and his own torture came so vividly before lam, 
that he trembled from head to foot, like a man in an ague fit, and was, kt 
sometime, unable to speak. At last when he saw the fetters on Mabcpvfi 
leg^, and the hand cuffs on his wrists, and armed government servants axvoii 
him, he recovered his senses; and, by degrees, recorded what he had 
ed and suffered at his hands. 
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and the rights of each other's tenants, for the chiefs are depen- 
dant upon the attachment and fidelity of their respective tenants. 
The above list contains only a part of the leaders of gangs, by 
which the districts of Dureeabad, Rodowlee, Sidhore, Pertabgunge, 
Dewa> and Jehangeerabad, are infested. We have seen no manu- 

On the 25th March, 1850, Rajah Maun Sing, under orden from the 
Durbar, with all the force he could muster, invested the fort of Bho- 
waneegur, while the force under Captains Weston, Thomson, Bunbury and 
Magness, attacked the three forts belonging to Rajah Prethee Put, of 
Paska. Mahepuf. Sing left the fort, on the 27th, with eleven followers, to 
collect reinrorcemenU and harass the besie^ors; and the garrison was com- 
manded by his nephew. 

On the 28 th Maun Sing had throe men killed and several wounded, from 
the fire of the garrison, and wrote, for reinforcements, to Captain Weston, who 
WIS at Dureeabad, twelve miles distant. As soon as he got the letter, he 
mounted his horso, and, leaving the force to follow, rode with his assistant. 
Captain Orr, to the place, which is half a mile from Guneshpoor south, and 
two hundred yards from the left bank of the Goomtee river north. They 
wjre attended by a few sowars, under Seo Sing, and they reached the place 
before day break, on the 29th; and, as soon as day appeared, proceeded with 
C.iptain Magness, who had galloped on in advance of his Regiment, to recon- 
noitre the fort, and were fired upon l^ the garrison wherever they were seen. 
Maun Sing's people had retired after the loss of a £bw men, to the distant 
of a mile, and lay scattered over the jungle. 

The Infantry came up before sunset, and the gms before it grew dark, 
and aU were placed in position, and a fire opened upon the fbrt till it 
grew too dark to point the guns. The garrison, soon after, attempted 
to escape, by the west side, and were fired upon by the parties, posted 
on that quarter. Captain Weston, hearing the fire, collected all the men 
he could, and getting, with difficulty, into the fort, found it empty. In 
the attempt to cut their way through, the garrison had two men lolled 
and fifteen wounded and taken, and five managed to escape, under cover of 
the night, into the thick jungle. Bikhai, one of the most atrocious of Mahe- 
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facture of any exportable commodity in Oude, nor have we seen 
traffic on any road in Cade, save that leading from Cawnpoor 
to Luc know. 

In consequence of some bad seasons, a good deal of the grain, 
required at the Capital, and in the districts to the north-east, 

put's followers, was lolled, but he killed two of the besiegers, and wounded 
two more before he feU. Akber Sing, the most atrocious of all the gang, had 
his arm taken off by a cannon shot, and was seized. Mahepafs nephew, 
the commandant of the garrison, was taken, with one of Mahepuf s secreta- 
ries and advisers. 

Of Maun Sing's party, four were killed and thirteen wounded; and Captiio 
Magness had one havildar severely wounded. The fort was levelled, and the 
jungle around cut down. The force then proceeded and took pos^ssion of the 
forts of Futtehpoor, Oskamow, Sorrea, Dyeepoor, and Etonja, all belonging to 
Jugumath chuprassie, another leader of banditti of that district. They woe 
only a few miles distant firom Bhowaneegur, and were deserted by his gangs 
ou their seeing a British force, and hearing the guns open upon Bhowaneegur. 
Two hundred head of stolen cattle were found in the forts of Jngumath, and 
rc-stored to their proper owners. Parties were sent in pursuit of Mahqiat 
Sing, 'and two of his followers were secured, but he himself escaped for the 
time. The forts were all destrjy.^. Captain Orr, the assistant Sopc>rinten<lent, 
in charge of the Frontier Police, at Fyzabad, had been long in pursuit of 
l^laheput Sing; and, his parties, knowing all his haunts and associates, gare 
him no rest. His subadar» Seetul Sing, became acquainted with Prethee PSnI. 
Tallookdar of Ramnuggur, who had been deprived of his estate for defalcation, 
and become associated with Maheput Sing. The subadar persuaded this land- 
holder, that it would be to his advantage to aid in the arrest of so atrodoxis 
a robber and murderer; and when Maheput next came to him to seek some 
repose from his pursuers, and consult about future plans, he sent intimation 
to Seetul Sing, whose detachment of sipahees was at no great distance. Oa 
receiving the intimation the subadar marched forthwith, and reached the plan 
at the dawn of day, on the morning of the 1st of July, 1850. Maheput 
Sing had just left the house to perform his ablutions, but on seeing tbem be 
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^cornea from Cawnpoor over this road. Were the road from 
Fyzabad to Lucknow good and safe, a good deal of land pro- 
duce 'would, in ordinary seasons, come over it from the Goruck- 
poor district, and those intervening between Lucknow and 
Fyzabad. It would, however, be useless to make the road, till 
the gangs, which infest it, are put down. A good and secure 
road from Lucknow 'through Sultanpoor to Benares, wotdd be of 
still greater advantage. 

FehrtuNj 25, 1850. — Halted at Dureeabad. I here saw the 
<draft bullocks attached to the guns, with Captain Orr's compa- 
nies of Frontier Police. They are of the best kind, and in 
-excellent condition. They have the same allowance of a seer 
4ind half of grain a day, which is drawn for every bullock at- 
1;ached to His Majesty's artillery. The difference is that they 

suspected their designs and reentered the house. The snbadai's party saw hiniy 
immediately surrounded the house, and demanded his surrender. Maheput Sing 
begged Prethee Paul to join him in defending the house or cutting their way 
through, but Prethee Paul told him that he had ruined himself by his atro^ 
•cities, and must now submit to his fate, since he could not involve himself 
and all his family in ruin merely to assist him. Prethee Paul then took him 
by the arm, brought him oUt, and made him over to Seetul Sing, who had 
threatened to set fire to the liouse forthwith unless he did bo. He was then 
secured and taken off, well guarded, and in aiU possible haste, to Captain Orr, 
lest his gang might collect and atteihpt ii rescue. Captain Orr sent him off> 
tinder a strong guard and well fettered, to Lucknow, to Captain Weston^ th« 
-Superintendant of the Frontier Polioe. 

Prethee Paul, the Tallookdar, for the good service, got back his estate from 
the Oude sovereign, and an addition of five himdred rupees a year to his 
nankar, or personal allowance. Gunga Aheer is now a pensioner on the Re- 
sidency fund, and his family has been provided for. Maheput Sing and his 
associate Gujraj, were sentenced to transportation beyond seas, and sent off in 
October, 1851. 
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get all tliat is paid for in their name, while the others get one- 
third; and really got none when on detached duty till lately. 
On Frdays, Captain Orr's bullocks get only half; and this is, 
I beliere, the rule with all the others that get any at all. His 
bullocks are bred in the Nanpara, Nigasun, Dhorehra and other 
district in the Oude Tarae, and are of an excellent quality for 
work. They cost from 40 to 75 rupees a pair. In these dis- 
tricts of the Tarae forest, the cows are allowed to go almost 
wild in large grass preserves, where they are defended from 
Tigers; and the calves are taken from them, when a year oM, 
to be taken care of at home, till sold for the dairy or for 
work. Captain Orr's bullocks have no grazing ground, nor are 
they sent out at all to graze — ^they get nothing but bhoosa 
(chaff) and com. Of bhoosa they get as much as they can eat, 
when on detached duty, as they take it from the peasantry 
without payment; but when at Lucknow, they are limited to a 
very small quantity, as government has to pay for it. On the 
15th of May, 1833, the king prohibited any one from taking 
bhoosa, without paying for it, either for private or public cattle; 
and directed, that bhoosa, for all the artillery bullocks, should 
be purchased at the harvests, and charged for in the public ac- 
counts ; but the orders was disregarded like that against the 
murder of female children. 

JS!^>ruary 26, 1850. — Sidhore, sixteen miles, W. S. W. The 
country, a plain, covered, as usual, with spring crops and fine 
foliage; but intersected midway by the little river Knleeanee, 
which causes undulations on each side. The soil chiefly doomut 
and light, but fertUe. It abounds more in white ants than such 
light soil generally does. We passed through the estate of Soo- 
rujpoor Behreylee, in which so many of the baronial robbers, 
above described, reside, and through many villages beyond it, 
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^hich they Itad lately robbed and burnt down, as far as such 
villages can be burnt. The mud walls and coverings are as good 
as bum proofs against the fire, to which they are always expos- 
ed from these robbers. Only twenty days ago, Chundee Behra- 
leea and his party attacked the village of Siswae, through which 
we passed a few miles from this — ^plundered it and killed three 
persons, and six others perished in the flames. They served 
several others, in the neighbourhood, in the same manner; and 
havp, within the same time, attacked and plundered the town 
«f Sidhore itself several times. The boundary, which separates 
the Dureeabad from the Sidhore district, we passed some four 
miles back; and the greater part of the villages, lately attacked, 
are situated in the latter, which is under a separate Amil, Aga 
Ahmud, who is, in eo&sequence, unable to collect his revenue. 
The Amil of Dureeabad, Oirdhara Sing,* on the contrary, ac- 
quiesces in aU the atrocities committed by these robbers, and 
is, in consequence, able to collect his revenue, and secure the 
favor of the Court. Some of the villages of the estate, held by 
the widow of Singjoo, late Si^ah of Soorujpoor, are irnder the 
jurisdiction of the Sidhore Amil ; and, as she would pay no 
revenue, the Amil took a force, a few days ago, to her twelve 
villages of Sonowlee, within the Dureeabad district, and seiz- 
ed and carried off some three hundred of her tenants, men, 
women and children, as hostages for the payment of the balance 
due, and confined them, pell m ell, in a fort. The clamour of the 
rest of the population, as I past, was terrible, all declaring that 
they had paid their rents to the Banee, and that she alone 
•u^ht to be held responsible. She, however, resided at Sooruj- 



■* Giidhara Sing's patron is Chwidee Sahaee, the ministei^B deputy, whose 
Influence is panuaount at present. 

'in 
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poor, within the juriBdiction, and under the protection, of the 
Amil of Doreeabad. 

The Behraleea gangs have lately plundered the five villages of 
Sadutpoor, Luloopoor, BOkhundee, and Subahpoor, belonging to 
Soorujbulee, the head Canoongo, or Chowdheree of Dureeabad, 
who had never offended them. Both the Amils were with me 
for the latter part of the road; and the dispute between them 
ran very high. It was dear, however, that Oirdhara Sing was 
strong in his league with the robbers, and conscious of being 
able to maintain his ground at Court; and Aga Ahmud was 
weak in his efforts to put them down, and conscious of his be- 
ing unable, much longer, to pay what was required, and keep 
his post. He has with him two Companies of JSTujeeba and two 
of Telingas, and eight guns. The guns are useless and without 
ammunition, or stores of any kind; and the JSTujeebs and Telin- 
gas cannot be depended upon. The best pay master has, cer- 
tainly, the best chance. It is humiliating and distressing to see 
a whole people suffering such wrongs as are, every day, inflict- 
ed upon the village communities and town's people of Dureeabad, 
Eodowlee, Sidhore and Dewa, by these merciless freebooters ; and 
impossible not to feel indignant at a government that regards 
them with so much indifference.* 

A respectable young agricultural capitalist from Biswa, Seeta- 
ram, rode along, by my side, this-moming, and I asked him, 



* Poor Aga Ahmud was put into jaQ, for defiEdcation, at the end of tiie 
season; but Girdhara Sing was reoehred with great fevor by the Court, His 
government of the district, for the next season, was confirmed^ and the nsul 
dress of honor was confened upon him, but the Resident deemed it to be 
his duty to interpose and insist upon his not being sent out. The gorerament 
of the district wAs^ in oonse^oenoe, taken from him, and made over to 
Mam Sing. ' ' '" 
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over whom these suttee tombs, near Biswa and other towns, wfere," 
for the most part, raised — " Sir, said he, they are chiefly over 
" the widows of brahmins, bankers, merchants, Hindoo public 
" officers, tradesmen and shop-keepers." Are there many such 
tombs, in Oude, over the widows of Bajpoot landholders ? "I 
*^ have not seen any, sir, and have rarely heard of the widow 
*^ of a Bajpoot landholder burning herself." '' No sir," said Bukh- 
tawar Sing, ''how should such women be worthy to become 
" suttees? they dare not become suttees, sir, with the murdei! 
** of so many innocent children on their heads. Sir, we brah-< 
" mins and other respectable Hindoos feel honored in having 
" daughters; and never feel secure of a happy life hereafber, 
" till we see them respectably married— this, sir, is a duty the 
^ deity demands from us, and the neglect of which we do not 
** believe he can ever excuse. When the bridegroom comes, sir, 
** to fetch our daughter, the priest reads over the marriage ser- 
" vice, and the parents of the girl wash her feet and those of 
*' her bridegroom; and, as they sit together after the ceremonies, 
" put into her arms a tray of gold and silver jewels, and rich 
" clothes, such as their condition in life enables them to provide ; 
*' and then invoke the blessing of God upon their union — and 
** then, and not till then, do they feel, that they have done 
** their duty to their child. What can men and women, who 
** murder their daughters, as soon as they are bom, ever hope 
** for in this life or in a future state? What can widows, con- 
^ scions of such crimes, expect from ascending the funeral pile, 
^ with the bodies of their deceased husbands, who have caused 
** them to commit such crimes?" And you think that there 
really is merit in such sacrifices on the part of widows, who 
have done their duties in this life ? " Assuredly I do, sir, — ^if 

^ there were none, why should God render them so insensible 

2jr2 
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*' to the pain of burning? I have seen manj widows Irnrn 
*^ themselves in my time, and watched them from the time tbej 
*' first declared their intention to their death; and they all seemed 
** to me to feel nothing whatever from the flames — notbing, sir, 
'' but support from above could sustain them through such triala. 
*' Depend upon it, sir, that no widow of a Eajpoot murderer of 
*' his own offspring would ever be so supported ; they knew 
** very well that they would not be so; and, therefore, very 
'' wisely never ventured to expose themselves to the trial — fidth- 
'' ful wives and good mothers only could so venture. The Eaj- 
^' poots, sir, and their wives were pleased at the prohibition, 
** because others could no longer do what they dared not do!" 
What do you think, Seetaram ? *' I think, sir, that this crime 
*' of infanticide had its origin solely in family pride, which will 
*^ make people do almost any thing. These proud Higpoots did 
^' not like to put it in any man's power to call them saUki 
** or sussoors/^ (brothers-in-law or fathers-in-law.) 

'* I remember an instance of a woman burning herself at La- 
*^ soora, six miles from Biswa^ when I was fifteen years of ag«, 
** and I am now twenty-five. She certainly seemed to sufier no 
'' pain. One forenoon she told her husband, that in a former 
*' birth, sh6 had promised him, that wh^i he should be bom t 
'' mahh trahman at Biswa^ she would unite herself in marriage 

'* 'to him, and live with him, as his wife, for twelve years ^that 

'' these twelve years had now expired, and that she had, that 
^' Blight, "received intimation from Heaven, that her real husband, 
'* ^ttc^ah {Ktrpah Shunker^ of Muthura, had died without having been 
'** ^fiiluried in this birth— ^that she Was, in reality, his wife and 



* theae are tenis too often made use of as abuse aU over India. To call 
a man aussoor or salah, in abuse, is to say to him, I have diahonoz«d jov 
daughter or your nster! 



<c 
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*^ had already burnt herself^ five tinges, with his body, and would 
^ now mix her ashes with his for the sixth time, and he must^ 
*' forthwith, send her to the Tillage of Lasoora, where she would 
become a suttee. The husband was astounded, for they had 
always lived together on the best possible terms; and, cut of 
** the four children they had had, two still survived. He and 
** all their relations did all they could to dissuade her, but she 
^ disregarded them, and ran off to the Sewala (temple) in Bis- 
'* wa, which was built by my fi^ther. Thence she sent a brah- 
** mia, by name Gokum, to call me and my elder brother, 
** Morlee Munohur, then seventeen years of age. We went, and 
" she told us, that she had been our mother in a former birth, 
*' and wished to see us, once more, before she ^ed^she blessed 
" us, and prayed that we might have each five sons; and then 
*' told us to arrange for her funeral pile at Lasoora, as all her 
^ former five suttees had been performed at that plt^^ 

" We thought she was delirious, and no one supposed that 
'' she would really bum herself. She, however, left the temple 
** and proceeded towards Lasoora on foot, followed by a party 
" of women and children; and by her husband, who continued 
" to implore her to return home with him. He had a litter 
'* with him to take her, but she would not listen to him or 
^ to any one else. We reached Lasoora about an hour and a 
'' half before sun set, and she ordered the people to collect a 
** large pile of wood for her; and told them that she would 
'' light it with a flame from her own mouth. They seemed to 
'' regard her as an inspired person, and did so. She mounted 
^ the pile, and it soon took fire, how I know not. Many 
^ people said they saw the flame come from her mouth, and 
M all seemed to believe that it did so. The flames ascended, 
'' for it was in the month of March, and the wood was dry, 
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inYiowa trees , hiA the omiiw cwid .apt,, except U]jPf^ Qlfti- 
: eular: ocoasionsi difipoaa of -one ta. b^* cut 4o^^fBav.(^^^Q!^^,«}^® 
permission of the zumeendar^ upcm ^ whoaO; lai^s i^ Bt99^ ^He 
might cut down one without his permissiony' for bvjlding ^Ku/^ 
pairing his housei an for fuel, on any occaaion. o£ miirriiig^, in 
his family, bat not otherwise. A good ma&y. fine tre^ wjn^lie 
said, destroyed by the local officers of goyemme&t. HaYiiig^no 
tents, they collected the roofs of houses fix)m a neig^bcu^ng 
Tillage, in hot or bad weather, cut away the brandiQSv to,JMke 
rafbers, and left the trunks as pillars, to support tha ■ roofi^ and 
under this treatment, they soon died. He told me ^bik>i(fav 
dung was cheaper, for fiiel, than wood, in this ijifitritt }„§s\^, 
consequently, more commonly used in, cookUig; vbaV.^^hatin^bej 
gathered cow dung for fuel only during four OM)||Lt^,,ia..l^)|f yev, 
Noyember, December, January and Eebruaiji f)! t^l^ S^ da^ 
ing the other eight months, was religiously )aft, oci skofp^^bi 
manure. In the pits in which they stored it, tiiej ,c£ff^Jiuew 
some of the inferior green crc^s of autumn, auch aa? kp^ aid 
kotkee ; but the manure most esteemed among • tkc^ ;mf§ ftft 
duti^ — ^this, he said, was commonly atored aod i sold Jgj^ tboee 
who kept pigs. The best muteear and doomut .agi^, ^"(^^flF^ 
Tail in this district, are rented at two rupees a batchy, kagaii, 
without reference to the crop, which the ouhiTatar n^fgKt tab 
from them; and they yielded, under good tillage^ from tcn.te^fi^ 
teen returns of the seed, in wheat, barley, granv &c -'Th^if an 
two and half or three kutcha beegahs in a pudn baegahi.aai 
a pucka beegah is from 2,760 to 2,760 square yards. 

Sutrick is celebrated for the shrine of Shouk Salar,. aljaa 2r- 
da Baba, the father of Byud Salar, whose riirine is at BahasicL 
This person, it is said, was the husband of the aiater of JSjif 
moody of Ghuznee. He is supposed to hare died a natvaldiitt 
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at this place, while leading the armies of his sovei^ign against 
the Hindoos. His son had royal blood in his Teina, and his 
•hrine is held to be the most ■saored of the twa A large &ir 
is held here in March, on the aame dajs that this fair takes 
plaoe at Bahraetch. Ail <mr Hindoo camp followers paid as 
much reverence to the edmne as thej passed as the mahomme- 
daas. It is a place without trade or manufactures; but a good 
many respectable mahommedan fiunilied reside in it, and have built 
sereial small but neat mosques of burnt bricks. There is little 
thorough£Eure in the wretched road that passes through it. 

The Hindoos worship any sign of manifested might or power, 
tlumgii ezeited against themselYes, as they consider all might 
and power to be conferred by the deity for some useful pur- 
pose, however much that purpose may be concealed fix>m us. 
** These invaders, however merdless and destructive to the Hiu- 
^ doo race, say they, must hsae been sent on their mission by 
** Ood for some great and useful purpose, or they could not 
" possibly have succeeded as they did — ^had their proceedings 

not been sancti(»ied by Him, he could, at any moment, have 

destroyed them all, or have interposed to arrest their pro- 
** gress." These, however, are the speculations of only th^ 
thinking portion — at the bottom of the respect shown to such 
mahommedan shrines, by the mass of Hindoos, there is always 
a strong ground-work of hope or fear — ^the soul or spirit of the 
savage old man, who had been so well supported on earth, must 
still, they think, have some influence at the Court of Heaven, 
to seoire them good or work them evil; and they invoke or 
propitiate lum accordingly. They would do the same to the 
tomb of Alexander, Junges Khan, Tymour, or Nadir Shah, with- 
out any perplexing inquiries as to their creed or liturgy. 

Februmry 28, 1850. — Chinahut, eleven miles, west, over a plain 

intersected by several small streams, the largest of which is tho 
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Ket^, neai^ Sattick. There 'iA a go^' deal* of -kunkkiSf lime in 

i«Jgt)(i8, *her^ tfc«d'''Und''id'^ «11 t(M^'/>iftfld' tile i«»p^-^ird'f1hie. 
^hb l^k kf^mt up, l^ Iiy^''»dftie '^yiiH^'^buC'^thej 

^e'^maB' aiftd'ahfilkrv^r tod''^^^ m^ ^6t^n tft^the 

ttr- the tn6bl)*paif; c4iieiVa«6d tt^ to'iihfe wtttt^si^dgk ''^■' ''^ 

We passed the Eete, over a ni^' 1)iM^, %titlt > 'by^ '»§A 
^Eukltffiftwfti*' Shig, twentT'-^fiVe yearis' a^, ^<^a edft bf ' ' W^iEy.&Yc 
thousand rupees, oat of hid owti purse. Hd'told me, ''^iWlf^-ine 
irtoriing, in the rains, he caito^ to' the haiik of tHfa rfT^,'-on 
Ills way to Lucknow from Jfeytpoori a t6%n ldii6li 'ir6 ^HAei 
jeBt^td&j, and found it so swolleii, tftat ^^ Wte b'hiiged' 'lb ' ]^- 
<shase some large earthen jars, fknd fom' a'Mt ti^n ^^tlieml' to 
take orer himself and followers. Whilb prejAuring hia^nft/wbicli 
took a whole day, he heard that fimn five to ten pei^sbna iMere 
drowned, in attempting to cross this liltle river, every 'yoaoi^^u^^ 
that people were often detained upon the biihk for foiir cir< -five 
%ys together. He resolved to save people! 'from idl. ihiei evil ; 
and, B8 soon as he got home, set about ' buBding tkis' bridge, 
and got it ready before the next rains. It is a: liubistaiitial 
.work, with three good arches. About two miles, ati this aide of 
^be bridge, he pointed ont to me the single 'tree^ near at mango 
grove,- where, some eighteen or twenty yertrs ago, h© ojrecbook 
fti. large baloon, which the king, Nuseer-od 'Been 'Hyder^ had* got 
made in the Dilkosha Park, at Lucknow. It tiras made, he. lells 
me, by a tall and slender young English gentleman', who visit- 
/fld Lucknow, ' with his uncle, - for the' special jlurposo of ^n- 
structuig atnd ascending in this machine. " When it waa all 
" ready, sir, the young man got into a small boat that rwaa 
/^: imspended under it, taking with him a gun and some artificial 
fSiiab. t. Wi^'taak-ed him what he intended to 4o with a gun in 



'^^iidtogi»[iof t^fme^fcjr^g-oiargi^H^ibfrd^ mfgitiffe" hurt Ihorol^ooti, 

^nmdntih^Al§m otfiShmcqm^ rtP lfri8^te|if,t)iewfrOff4,rJA8 !th^<;bllr 
f^(l0O|fcj{fb^gW>/j:*Oor/Wfieivil tt^fjoWn ge»tl$map?8 t ©ye* Sih^ witfr 

.'n^^'#.o-fi^h(j:rj:;h*d,||^W i^rtf^th^fiaea, ^jjbeQU: dfOwaedj and 
" he was aiwfl^ys.afr^^, y^hm,\ t^ •o»l w^t i^, j that iio might 

)7 ft-ylS^^ h^ng W^ pitting at th^ , wmdow^ » the «pp«c story -of 
•/,'n(^h^j:,|?ill«?j^haj,h9UB;Q^ with . jfom^ EngMi gentleiawi, when the 
f/(,bj49f?ij .pwsad vp ,el(H». by, and the gentkimm took off his 
t*,i^^ a^jd ,b/[?;«p^d . gracefully .a» . he paased, at which the king 
''ir^eiQe4)o9^<<^ pl^a8f»d. .1 comoiaQded a Eminent of Dragoons, 
:^.*, ap4,ff*beii<fcM>gr:i^l4 n^ia^'tta take a party of my boldest and 
,f ,rlj^t ti»pimfted ipwi ai^ »lbiiow the baloon. I selected seven- 
iVA^Usf.wdi we.fwaTo aH iieady ia our saddles. The baloon went 
Hfnetraight /tip^ and we .lost sight of the man and the boat, in 
hiehi.hd sail. (ISiib niachinev though it was ozty feet lon^ 
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including! i ioat And . i ^ . and tweive ftot wide, seeihed at last 

*< tai bfriiit) krfeftr ithan a small watfer jug. Below we had no 

if iwind/ but we rtoon jaaw the* baUon driven by an upper ^nr- 

^s r^st t6^ the ,eai9tward/ 1 abmg A the I^Kibad road. W6 foUt^wed 

^ ras I fsstnas' the^hocsea- odald <eaffy ^ tie, crossed the Gtoonttbe 

*'• id)rer ov^r the old stotie'^ bridge,: ^aftd passed maxfy ' iMtdU&B 

r*< od ' lh0 Todd sttiHiig' at ' tKe eccbrtiordinaty machine * for ^ they 

1^ had I heind nothing abont^ it^ rand'^d hiad'ii^ time to' tell 

if'theml ' When we had igoiie about sdrentecn mites, the baloon 

f^ be^an to < descend; ! It was ^ in the month of Mardb,^' and t^he 

rf/ weather wad /hot, tmdilr had idst three ! horses before iitfcsahie 

^ff i;o' the ^gp(iuDd^ 1 The- young imani then. begaiJ^ to let 'go ' his 

{*^fl6b, and they caano fluttering doihi, uhild ' the 'ktflndkrths, 

"i^* abtfut th6 'bti46on,^ rhada>il'Jnoifee^J'Ekc thb grbwling^^of i^'wild 
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^' beast. Seeing the enormous machine going at this rate, fol- 
" lowed by UB at fnll speed, the people, along the road, — ^wbo 
are ahrays nnmerona in the morning, — heeame so pude lAniek, 
that a great many feD down aenaelm, npon Hieir fiioeB, and 
'' some of them conid not he got to riae for aorae knin 
^' afterwards. 

" We were not far from it when it appmiehed the gimuid, 
<* and swept along on the border of UiiB grote on our left. Per 
** tnnately for the yonng man, it did not strike ai^ trees. He 
^' was dressed all in black, and a tery taD, h a whom n yrat 

" man he was. As soon as he found himself near enoQ^'li 

.I. 

^' the ground, he jumped out, holding cme rope ib Ids Iwi, 
** and tried to stop the baloon, calling out to the 'people, ofi m 
*' road, as loud as he could, jmekaro^ puetarOf wai^ a^iel We 
*^ were then within two hundred yards of it, and at mft ''tpeei; 
*' and, instead of helping the young man, the pec^l^ Qli''fle 
^' road, thinking the order was to seize fiiem, 'ibu down mi oo 
*^ their faces, unable to look upon the Baloon, er'utte^' s iiwi 

■ 

^' They all thought, that it was some terrible demon^ from dhiTf, 
** come to seize and devour them. When we lilid beeded it a 
^' little, we all sprang from our saddles, joined ^e ydtang imn 
'' at the ropes, and lashed them round any thing we 'ooald Ind, 
" as we were being dragged along. The young maiii todk dM la 
penknife, and gave the baloon a gush in Che rilda^ tci Mi out 
the tmoke^ that inflated it, and it collapsed and s teyjpcM t *^TIie 
" first thing, sir, that the young man did, was to edl §at "fire, 
'* take a cigar from his waistcoat pockety and beg^ to flsMce, 
'' while we went to the assistance of the panic 8tni«k tmUkn^ 
" many of whom were still lying senseless on the giouiid. ^s 
** got water and threw it in their fiu^es ; and when diey Mks 
*^ able to sit up, wo mounted the young man npoii mM of tfv 
" horses, and took him back slowly to Luckaow. He toU ae^ 
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'^ thai it Wfts 80 Tory cold above, that it ggye him a severe 
^ head ache, and that he ibund a cigar a good thing to re- 
** move it. The kiag waa verj glad when we t»ougbt him back, 
" nd he gave him several thouaand rupees over and above the 
^ <>08t of making the balooR, and providing hnn aod his imck> 
" during their 'stay- Tbej soon after left Lucknow for Lahore, 
*' and what became of them I know not." 

Passing a mahommedan village, I asked some of the landhold- 
ers, who walked along by the side x)f my elephant, to talk of 
their grievances, whether they ever used pi^^s d%mg for manure. 
T^^ ^f^iDpd very much sarprised and shocked, and asked how 
^ <Jpuld, ??PP?^ ^^ mahommedans oould use such a thing. 
ft C!qme.^ said Bukhtawar Sing, ''do not attempt to deceive the 
^ B^siijlpnt-phq has b^en all over India, and knows very w^ 
^, t\^ mahommed^s do not keep or eat pigs ; but ho knows 
^ ^fWfy .}'^'^\ ^b^G is no good cultivator in Oude, who does net 
** use the dun^ of pigs for manure; and you know that there 
*^ is no other monare save pigeons' dung that is so good. 
*'' We often purchase mamtre from, those who prepare it, said 
the landholders, and do not ask questions about what it may 
be composed of; but the greater part of the manure we use is 
the opw d^ng, which falls in the season of the rain8> and is 
s^iyed exclusiydy for that purpose. In the dry months, sir, 
^ thei duxkg of cowa, bullocks, bufialows, &c. is gathered, formed 
*^ into cahes, and stacked for fuel; but in the raina it is all 
*^ thrown into pita and stored for manure. 

Chioafaut is the point from which we set out on the 2d of 
December, and here I was met by the prime minister, Nawab 
AUeo Nakee Khan, and the chancellor of the exchequer, Maha- 
rajah Balkrishun, to whom I expbined my views as to the mea- 
sures which ought to be adopted to save the peaceful and in- 
dustrious portion of Ilib Majesty's Bubjects, from the cvUs which 
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now 80 grievously oppress them. Here closes my pilgrimage of 
three mouths in Oude ; and I can safely say, that I have leanit 
more of the state of the country, and the condition and re- 
quirements of the people, than I could possibly have learnt in 
a long life, passed exclusively at the Capital of Lucknov. 
Any general remarks that I may have to make, on what I hire 
aeen and heard, during the pilgrimage, I must defer to a fu- 
ture period. 

At four in the afternoon, I left Chinahut and retumed to 
Lucknow. At the old Bace Stand, about three miles from the 
Besidoncy, I was met by the heir apparent, and drove with 
him, in his carriage, to the Eurra Buksh Palace, where we »• 
lighted for a few minutes, to go through the usual tedious €«* 
remonies of an oriental court. On the way we were met hj 
Mr. Hamilton, the Chaplain, and his lady, Doctor and Mrs. Bel; 
and Captain Bird, the first assistant, and his brother and goe»t. 
After the ceremony, I took Icavo of the Prince, and Te&iel 
the Besidcncy at six o'clock. My wife and children had left n^ 
at Pcemuggur, to return, for medical advice, to the Sesidencr, 
where I had the happiness to find them well, and glad to H-e 
me. Having broken my left thigh bone, near the hip joint, in 
a fall from my horse, in April, 18^49, I was unable to mount 
a horso during the tour, and went in a tonjohn, the first half 
of the stage, and on an elephant the last half, that I might 
see as much as possible of the country, over which we ^ere 
passing. The pace of a good elephant is about that of a good 
walker, and I had, generally, some of the landholders and culti- 
vators riding or walking by my side to talk with. 

W. H. SLEEMAX. 
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